
HINDRANCES & HIGHWAYS
to becoming a 

“PRAY the WORD Congregation”

Habakkuk 3:2
“Lord, I have heard of your fame; 

I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. 
Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; 

in wrath remember mercy.”



EVENTS WITHOUT ENCOUNTER



LEADS TO:
Saying prayers without praying -

a heart and mouth 
disconnect.



Isaiah 29:13
“These people come near to me with their mouth 

and honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me.”



LEADS TO:
Apathy towards sin.



Ezekiel 14:1-3
“Some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat down 
in front of me.  Then the word of the LORD came to me: 
‘Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts 

and put wicked stumbling blocks before their faces. 
Should I let them inquire of me at all?’”



LEADS TO:
Powerless living.



2 Timothy 3:2,5  
“People will be… having a form of godliness 

but denying its power –
have nothing to do with them.”



Titus 1:16
“They claim to know God, 

but by their actions they deny Him.”

1 Corinthians 4:20
“For the kingdom of God 

is not a matter of talk but of power.”



CREATE SPACE FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT



John 16:13
“But when he, the Spirit of truth comes, 

he will guide you into all truth.”



1 Thessalonians 1:5
“Brothers loved by God, 

we know that he has chosen you 
because our gospel came to you not simply with words, 

but also with power, with the Holy Spirit 
and with deep conviction.”



1 Corinthians 3:17
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 

Lord is, there is freedom.”



We need to 
PAUSE AND APPLY.



James 1:22
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves, do what it says.”



2 Timothy 3:7
“…always learning but never able 

to acknowledge the truth.”



Always ask for MORE!



Fill me now, fill me now; Jesus come and fill me now.
Fill me with Your Holy Spirit; 

Come, O come and fill me now.

Holy Spirit rain down, rain down
O Comforter and Friend, how we need Your touch again

Holy Spirit rain down, rain down
Let Your power fall, let Your voice be heard

Come and change our lives as we stand on Your Word
Holy Spirit rain down.



Luke 11:13
“If you then though you are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”



A “Pray the Word Congregation” 
makes room for the Holy Spirit 

to apply the Word to the hearts of His people



MARGINALIZING THE WORD OF GOD



Romans 1:16
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, 

because it is the power of God 
for the salvation of everyone who believes…”



Romans 10:17
“Faith comes from hearing the message, 

and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”



Matthew 22:29
“Jesus replied, ‘You are in error because you do not 

know the Scriptures or the power of God.’” 



2 Timothy 4:3
“For the time will come 

when men will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own desires, 

they will gather around them 
a great number of teachers to say 

what their itching ears want to hear.



2 Timothy 4:3
“They will turn their ears 

away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”



WASHING IN THE WORD



Psalm 119:130
“The entrance of your Word gives light.”



(from Hebrews 4:12)
The Word of God:

• Is living and active
• Is sharper than any double-edged sword
• Penetrates and divides 

(soul/spirit, joints/marrow)
• Judges thoughts and attitudes of the heart



Jeremiah 23:29
“Is not my Word like fire,” declares the LORD, 

“and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?”



2 Timothy 3:16
“All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 

so that the [people] of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.”



Isaiah 55:11
“So is my word that goes out from my mouth, 

it will not return to me empty, 
but accomplish what I desire and 

achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”



Praying the Word of God 
opens the door of our hearts 

to deeper workings of the Holy Spirit.



Praying Scripture 
guides us in praying God’s heart and mind 

and in applying His Word 
to the people and situations 

for which we are praying.



WHAT HAPPENS AS WE PRAY THE WORD OF GOD?
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WHAT HAPPENS AS WE PRAY THE WORD OF GOD?
• Our hunger for God, and holiness increases. Psalm 61:1
• We become more sensitive to the Holy Spirit

and recognize His voice more readily. John 10:14,27
• Ungodly characteristics begin to be replaced by greater Christ-likeness. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 
• Inner transformation replaces outward reformation.
• Our faith increases. Romans 10:17

• We begin to walk in the authority of Christ. 
1 Peter 3:22; Ephesians 1:22; 2:6



http://www.ecb.asia/downloads/
prayer-resources/





A “Pray the Word Congregation” 
incorporates the Word of God 

into every aspect of Biblical community.



THE LOSS OF STORY



LEADS TO DIMINISHED FAITH



Psalm 106:11-13
“The waters covered their adversaries; 

not one of them survived. 
Then they believed his promises and sang his praise. 

But they soon forgot what [God] had done 
and did not wait for his counsel.”



Psalm 106 (continued)
v.14 – They gave in to their craving

They put God to the test
v.24 – They did not believe his promise

v.25 – They grumbled in their tents
They did not obey the LORD

v.35 – They mingled with the nations 
and adopted their customs



Psalm 77:7-20
“Will the Lord reject us forever? 

Will he never show his favor again? 
Has his unfailing love vanished forever? 

Has his promise failed for all time? 
Has God forgotten to be merciful?

Has he in anger withheld his compassion?” Selah



“THEN I THOUGHT, 
‘To this I will appeal: 

the years of the right hand of the Most High.’ 
I will remember the deeds of the LORD: 

Yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.  
I will meditate on all your works 

and consider all your mighty deeds.”



• v. 13  Your ways, O God, are holy
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• v. 13  Your ways, O God, are holy
• v. 14  You are the God who performs miracles
• v. 15 With your mighty arm you redeemed your people
• v. 16-18  The waters writhed, the clouds poured down rain, thunder was 

heard in the whirlwind, the earth trembled and quaked
• v. 19  Your path led through the sea, your way through the mighty waters

• v. 20 You led your people like a flock



LEADS TO
DIMINISHED PERSONAL FAITH

and a WEAKENED LEGACY



STONES OF REMEMBRANCE



Joshua 4:5-7
“…Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, 

according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 
to serve as a sign among you.  



Joshua 4:5-7
“In the future, when your children ask you, 

‘What do these stones mean?’ 
tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off 

before the ark of the covenant of the LORD…”



Deuteronomy 4:9
“Be careful and watch yourselves closely 

so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen 
or let them slip from your heart as long as you live.

Teach them to your children 
and to their children after them.”



Psalm 78:4, 6-7
“We will not hide them from their children; 

we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 

his power, and the wonders he has done. 



Psalm 78:4, 6-7
“So the next generation would know them, 

even the children yet to be born, 
and they in turn would tell their children.

Then they would put their trust in God 
and would not forget his deeds 
but would keep his commands.”



Hebrews 10:28
“Let us encourage one another, 

and all the more 
as you see the Day approaching.”



A Pray the Word Congregation 
must be led to pronounce the goodness of God, 

if faith is going to stay vibrant.



LEADERS WITHOUT PASSION



LEADS TO
WHITEWASHED TOMB EXISTENCE



Matthew 23:27-28
“You are like whitewashed tombs, 

which look beautiful on the outside b
ut on the inside are full of dead men’s bones 

and everything unclean… on the outside 
you appear to people as righteous, 

but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy…”
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HEART EVALUATION QUESTIONS:
• How is the joy of my salvation evident in my living?
• When was the last time I ‘trembled at the Word of God’? Isaiah 66:2
• Have I stopped being amazed?
• Is there anger, unforgiveness, prejudice, judgment, unbelief, doubt, fear, 

anti-Christ habits, lust… – hidden sin that needs to be exposed to the light?
• What will be my plan of action for dealing with my 

true heart-condition?



Jeremiah 15:19-20
“If you repent, 

I will restore you that you may serve me;
If you utter worthy, not worthless words, 

you will be my spokesman…
I am with you to rescue and save you,” 

declares the LORD.



WE MUST EMBRACE REPENTANCE AS A LIFESTYLE 
AND MODEL THIS FOR THOSE WE LEAD.



RETURNING TO FIRST-LOVE INTIMACY



LEADS TO
THE ANNIHILATION OF FEAR 

IN OUR LIVES



1 John 4:18
“There is no fear in love. 

But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment.”



The FEAR FACTOR:
FEAR and FAITH 
cannot co-exist!



1 Thessalonians 5:24
“The one who calls you is faithful 

and he will do it.” 



John 14:16
“…I chose you 

to go and bear fruit that will last.”



1 Corinthians 1:27-29
“But God chose the foolish things of the world 

to shame the wise; 
God chose the weak things of the world 

to shame the strong. 



1 Corinthians 1:27-29
“He chose the lowly things of this world

and the despised things – and the things that are not, 
to nullify the things that are, 

so that no one may boast before him.”



From Judges 6:12-15
The Angel of the LORD: 

“The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.”
Gideon: 

“Why has all this happened to us? Where are all his 
wonders our fathers told us about? 

The LORD has abandoned us!”



From Judges 6:12-15
The LORD: 

“Go in the strength you have…Am I not sending you?”
Gideon:  

“How can I save Israel?  My clan is the weakest in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”



From Judges 6:12-15
The LORD: 

“I will be with you and you will strike down the 
Midianites as if they were but one man.”



Joshua 23:10
“One of you routs a thousand because 

the LORD your God fights for you, 
just as he promised. 

So be very careful to love the LORD your God.”



FIRST-LOVE INTIMACY becomes a lifestyle 
as a holy-hunger for more of Jesus increases.



A “Pray the Word Congregation” 
presses into Jesus, steps out in faith 

and watches as God does mighty things



W
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of
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od

Make room for the Holy Spirit 
to apply the Word.

Pray the W
ord

Congregation
Incorporate the Word into all 

aspects of Biblical community.

Recount the goodness of God –
He is true to His Word.

Embrace the Word personally.



HINDRANCES & HIGHWAYS
to becoming a 

“PRAY the WORD Congregation”
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