
Monthly Guide to Filling a Shoebox (or Shoeboxes!) 

For Operation Christmas Child 
( www.samaritanspurse.org ~ 1-800-353-5949 ~ Samaritan's Purse, PO Box 3000, Boone NC 28607) 

 
*Please remember that these children deserve the same quality you would buy for yourself or your child.   
*Only new items are accepted by Samaritan’s Purse.  
*No war-related items, including no camouflage. No breakable items. No liquids--no shampoo, lotion, 
bubbles, paint. No food items. No toothpaste. 

 

January: Prayerfully decide how many shoeboxes your family will plan to fill this year. You may 
also want to decide how many will be for boys and how many for girls and the age category for 
each box, or you may prefer to wait and decide that later. 

Set aside an area in a closet or cabinet for storing shoebox items through the year. 
Watch for sales and think about good purchases for shoeboxes all year as you shop. 
For each shoebox your family will pack this year, purchase a toothbrush. Continue 

purchasing items each month: 
  
February: hairbrushes and/or combs; also, possibly, stuffed animals (see March) 

 

March: stuffed animals or dolls (large enough to be cuddly, but small enough to fit in a shoebox 
with other items) – Small stuffed animals can often be found around Valentine’s Day and Easter. 

 

April:  bars of unscented or mildly scented soap – Seal each in a ziploc-type sandwich bag. 
  also washcloths 

 
May:  simple storybooks with great pictures – The pictures are especially important since many 

of these children don’t know English. Bible storybooks are a wonderful idea (if not war-related). 

 

June:  small cars or trucks, also small balls 
 
July:  choose from:  musical toys/small musical instruments, small plastic cups, jump ropes,  

yo-yos, small puzzles, marbles, stickers, balloons, little sewing kits, tools (nothing dangerous), 
flashlights with extra batteries, solar calculators, rulers, small plastic animals or people (no mean 
faces), ball caps, jewelry, hair-bows, sunglasses, watches, your own ideas! 

    
August: choose from:  crayons, markers, pens, pencils & pencil sharpeners  

also choose:  notebooks, drawing tablets, activity books, or coloring books  
 Take advantage of the tax-free weekend (in SC, no longer offered in NC) and back-to-school 
sales for these items and for clothing items listed in September! 
 
September: clothing for children ages 2 to 14:  T-shirts, socks, knit hats, bandanas, mittens/gloves, … 
 Or purchase these in August or during off-season clearance sales. 

  
October: a photograph of you or your family and a note from you with your address included  

 

November: $9.00 per shoebox for shipping – Have fun packing your shoeboxes! 
 
December:  Continue praying for the children who will receive the shoeboxes you packed. 
  

God bless you for caring for children around the world.  You are His hands. 


