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Exodus 3:1-146 (NIV)

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the
flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel
of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush
was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange
sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush,
“Moses! Moses!”

And Moses said, “Here I am.”

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at
God.

7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying
out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come
down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a
good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has
reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt?”

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent
you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
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13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has
sent me to you.’”

><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><>

When thinking of people in the Bible that experienced new beginnings, I think Moses needs to
be at the top of the list. Today we continue our sermon series on “New Beginnings” by exploring
the life of Moses.

Most of us are familiar with the story of Moses. We studied it and sang about it at church camp
week-before-last. (You just can’t have church camp without singing “Pharaoh, Pharaoh, O baby,
let my people go, UGH!)

Moses was born in the 13th century BC in Egypt. He belonged to a Jewish minority group that
was enslaved and oppressed by the King of Egypt, Pharaoh. Ol Pharaoh started getting paranoid
about the Hebrew people because their numbers kept increasing. So he made a law that if a
Jewish woman had a male baby it was to be killed. (Check out the first chapter of Exodus to see
how two Hebrew midwives figured out a way to work around that.)

Moses' mother, Jochebed, had Moses and, like most mothers would do, tried to protect him from
that law. Our first reading today from the second chapter of Exodus tells how she made a basket
out of reeds and then floated baby Moses down the river just at the right time for Pharaoh’s
daughter to find him. She asked her dad if she could keep the baby (“Daddy, Daddy, can I keep
it? Can I keep it?”). He agreed and the daughter even hired Moses' real mom to nurse him and
help raise him. (Moses’ mom was a smart woman!)

Moses grows up in the king’s palace with the best of everything. But he knows he’s a Hebrew
and is distressed about how his fellow Hebrews are treated. One day he sees an Egyptian
severely beating a Hebrew slave and Moses loses his temper and kills the Egyptian. He hopes
that nobody saw him but soon finds out that word is going around about what he did.

So Moses skedaddles out of Egypt, running for his life. He travels far away to Midian, about 300
miles from Egypt, where he hires on as a shepherd with a guy named Reuel, also known as
Jethro (no kin to Jethro Bodin of the Beverly Hillbillies). Moses settles in there, marries one of
Reuel’s daughters, Zipporah, and has a son. Life in Midian was a lot different than living in
Pharaoh’s palace but hey, it wasn’t too bad.
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That’s where the scripture we read today ties in. Moses experiences the burning bush (“The
burning bush told me the other day…”) God speaks to Moses from the bush and asks Moses to
do something Moses really doesn’t want to do: lead his people out of Egypt.

So Moses tries to talk God out of this plan.   “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?”

God doesn’t take “no” for an answer, though.   “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to
you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will
worship God on this mountain.”

Again Moses tries to get out of the job, trying to convince God that the Hebrew people won’t
believe him or listen to him.   “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”

God’s response is great:   “I AM who I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM
has sent me to you.’” I Am. The great I Am.

What a challenge. Not only is Moses charged with convincing Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people
go, but he also has to convince his own people that God had truly spoken to him and called him
to do this. Yeah, that’s a challenge. And quite a new beginning.

But that’s only one beginning. Let’s take a look at some of the new beginnings that Moses
experienced during his life. As a baby he was supposed to be killed but ended up being adopted
(sort of) by Pharaoh's daughter, giving him a new beginning of being brought up in royalty.

He killed the Egyptian, which meant a new beginning for him as he fled to Midian and became a
shepherd. From riches to rags, so to speak.

God talks to him in the burning bush, asking him to go back to Egypt and lead his people to
freedom. Not a safe, easy, or comfortable thing to do. And although he tried to get out of it
several times, he is obedient and goes. That’s a new beginning.

Once in Egypt, he goes to Pharaoh again and again as the 10 plagues come upon the country.
Pharaoh is stubborn and won’t listen and won’t “let my people go, UGH!” The scriptures tell us
that God even hardens Pharaoh’s heart so that he won’t let them go. That’s a new beginning.

Then after the death-of-the-firstborn plague Pharaoh finally lets them go. So Moses is then in
charge of leading 600.000-plus people out of Egypt. That is definitely a new beginning!
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Then Pharaoh changes his mind and comes after the Hebrew people. It looks like the Hebrews
are trapped by the sea and that it’s going to be a slaughter, but then God, through Moses, parts
the Red Sea and “all of God’s people walked across the dry land.” That’s a new beginning.
Nothing like that had ever happened before.

Pharaoh’s army drowns, which saves the Hebrews, but now they’re wandering around in the
wilderness with a cloud by day and fire by night leading them. (Exodus 13:21) Another new
beginning.

Moses leads them to the mountain where he saw the burning bush (Mt. Horeb, also known as Mt.
Saini). He goes up and gets the 10 commandments, which is a new beginning. He comes down
and finds out the people built and started worshiping a golden calf, is justifiably upset, and
throws down the tablets, breaking them. Then, after punishing the people, he goes back up the
mountain for 10 Commandments version 2.0. Another new beginning.

He leads the people to the promised land and sends some spies to check it out. Of the 12 spies
that do this, only two of them support God’s command to enter the country and displace the
people living there. God is angry, and punishes the Hebrew people by having them wander
around in the wilderness for 40 years until they all die off. The only two people living at the time
that will see the promised land are the two spies that encouraged the people to go into it: Joshua
and Caleb. That’s a new beginning.

God provides manna and quail for the Hebrews to eat in the wilderness. That’s a new beginning.

At the end of his life Moses goes to the top of a mountain where he can see the promised land,
knowing he will not enter it. There he dies, which in itself is a new beginning.

So you see just some of the new beginnings Moses experienced. That’s a lot!

But here’s the point I want to make today for us to take away from these scriptures:   New
beginnings don’t mean easy times ahead. In most cases, new beginnings create difficulties and
challenges.

Moses knew that. If you go back and look at those new beginnings that Moses experienced,
every single one of them came with its own challenges. So many new beginnings, so many
challenges. At one point Moses even becomes so frustrated by it that he tells God to just kill him.
“I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. If this is how you are
going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not
let me face my own ruin.”  –  Numbers 11:14-15
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Thankfully God said no.

Often when we are faced with challenges our prayers ask God to remove those obstacles, to take
away the things that are causing us trouble. But more often than not, God’s response is not to
remove those obstacles, but to give us the strength and power to persevere through them.

As Paul writes in the 5th chapter of Romans,   “...suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” –  Romans 5:3b-5

When we look at the life of Jesus we find that even with the Messiah, the Son of God, new
beginnings came with difficulties. When Jesus began his ministry, some people believed him, but
some people didn’t. And often the ones that didn’t believe him wanted to kill him. And
eventually they did.

New beginnings don’t come with promises of happiness-ever-after. They come with challenges,
with difficulties, with unanticipated things that just pop up. That certainly was the case with
Moses, and that is still the case with us.

But as Christians, as followers of Jesus Christ, it is important to remember that we are not alone.
We can stare those obstacles in the face and not be afraid of them. How? Our faith gives us the
power to overcome them. As Paul writes in 2 Timothy 1:7,   “For the Spirit God gave us does not
make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.”

Jesus faced his challenges head on, and so should we.  It was through Jesus' suffering, death and
resurrection that our sins are forgiven and we are reconciled to God. And he did so out of love. It
was love that gave Jesus the power to face the challenges of new beginnings.

So my challenge to you this week is to remember how many new beginnings Moses experienced,
and how through the power of God he overcame each one of them. Use the power of your faith
to face those challenges unafraid.  Like Jesus, use love to face the challenges of new beginnings.

That doesn’t mean the challenges from new beginnings won’t be difficult, frustrating, or be a
pain in our side. But it does mean that we are not alone in facing those challenges. The power of
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit will help us tackle those challenges head on.

New beginnings are an opportunity to do extraordinary things for Jesus Christ. Let’s go do them.

The Holy Spirit will be there for us.
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In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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