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John 4:1-26 (NIV) 
 
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing 
more disciples than John— although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his 
disciples. So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 
 
Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, 
near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and 
Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 
 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How 
can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
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Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, 
you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
 
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can 
you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 
 
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become 
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
 
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to 
keep coming here to draw water.” 
 
He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
 
“I have no husband,” she replied. 
 
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you 
have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you 
have just said is quite true.” 
 
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on 
this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 
 
“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming 
and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in 
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he 
will explain everything to us.” 
 
Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
 
><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 
 
Today we continue our sermon series on “New Beginnings” by exploring the fourth 
chapter of John and Jesus’ interaction with the woman at the well. 
 
At church camp this last week, a couple of friends and I were sitting around a table 
during a lovely meal in the cafeteria (actually, for the most part the food was quite good 



at camp so I’m not being facetious…). The three of us sitting together are all pastors. 
Tommy Earl Burton, one of my roommates from seminary, is pastor at Tennison 
Memorial UMC in Mt. Pleasant, and David Brasher is pastor at Bullard FUMC. Tommy 
Earl was elementary camp co-director along with me and David did an incredible job as 
the preacher for the week by sketching and preaching at the same time. 
 
So the topic of what we were preaching on today came up and I told them that I was 
preaching on John 4 and the woman at the well. 
 
Tommy Earl (a jokester who once convinced a fellow seminary student that everyone in 
his family, including his son, his wife and all three of his daughters, had the middle 
name “Earl”) started telling a story about a young couple who were getting married and 
ordered a wedding cake. They asked the baker to put a Bible verse on the cake. The 
verse they chose was from 1 John 4:18, which reads, “There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear…” And you have to admit that’s a pretty good verse for a 
wedding. But they didn’t write out the verse, but only wrote down “1 John 4:18.” 
 
Well the baker didn’t take very good notes and wasn’t very familiar with the Bible.   The 
baker wrote down John 4:18, not 1 John 4:18. Not a big difference, but yet a very 
important difference. 
 
The day of the wedding came and the couple went to pick up the cake. They went to the 
baker’s  shop and opened up the top of the box to look at the cake and realized that 
instead of 1 John 4:18 being written on the top of the cake the baker had written the 
words of John 4:18, which reads, “The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man 
you now have is not your husband.”  Ouch! 
 
That last verse does indeed come from our scripture today about the woman at the well. 
And the woman at the well does indeed experience a new beginning, one that had a 
profound change on her life. 
 
On the surface this conversation and the woman at the well seems like no big deal. 
Jesus has been traveling, comes to a well, and wants a drink of water. A woman walks 
up and Jesus asks her for a drink. No big deal, right? 
 
Actually, it was a big deal. A VERY big deal for several reasons. 
 
Reason Number 1: She was a woman. It might seem strange to us today but back in 
Jesus’ time men just didn’t walk up and start talking to women. It wasn’t socially 
acceptable. And because of that men didn’t talk to women they didn’t know and, more 
importantly, women didn’t talk to men they didn’t know. 
 
Reason Number 2: The woman was a Samaritan. In the first century the Jews and the 
Samaritans were neighbors, but boy, they sure didn’t listen to Mr. Rogers about being 
good neighbors. They disliked each other, big time. And it’s accurate to say that many 
of them hated each other. 



 
I don’t have time to go into the details of why they disliked each other so much, but 
suffice it to say the reasons were steeped in history, geography, and theology. And the 
animosity was strong. 
 
So for Jesus, a Jew, to be talking to the woman at the well, a Samaritan, he committed 
not only a social faux pax but did something that would be shocking to both Jews and 
Samaritans. It just wasn’t done. 
 
Reason number 3: The woman at the well didn’t behave like a woman was expected to 
behave in that society. She not only talked to Jesus, who was a stranger to her, but she 
kind of got a little smart-mouthed with him. 
 
When Jesus asks her for a drink, she replies, “How can you ask me for a drink?,” 
pointing out the difference between Jews and Samaritans.  
 
Jesus responds by telling her about “living water.” Thinking literally, she kind of gets 
snarky with Jesus, saying in effect, “Oh yeah. Well how are you going to get this living 
water? You don’t even have a bucket.” 
 
Then she shows Jesus that she knows her religious history. Here’s the paraphrase from 
The Message: “Are you a better man than our ancestor Jacob, who dug this well and 
drank from it, he and his sons and livestock, and passed it down to us?” In other words, 
just who do you think you are? 
 
Now that’s extremely gutsy for the woman to say, not only to a man she doesn’t know, 
but also for a Samaritan woman to a Jewish man. That just wasn’t done. The woman 
was bold, aggressive, and wasn’t acting “properly.” 
 
I have seen memes on Facebook as well as tshirts that say something like “Well 
behaved women rarely make history.” If those tshirts had been around in the first 
century I think the woman at the well may have been wearing one. She was a pretty 
gutsy woman. 
 
Jesus responds this way, again from The Message: “Everyone who drinks this water will 
get thirsty again and again. Anyone who drinks the water I give will never thirst—not 
ever. The water I give will be an artesian spring within, gushing fountains of endless 
life.” 
 
The woman, still thinking literally, asks Jesus to give her this water so that she won’t get 
thirsty, but also so she won’t have to keep coming back to the well to draw water. She 
doesn’t understand that Jesus is speaking metaphorically. 
 
Then things take a turn. A sharp turn. Jesus asks her to go get her husband and come 
back. 
 



Now the woman had to be wondering why Jesus would ask this question. But still, she 
gathers her thoughts and replies, “I have no husband.” Her response is simple, direct, 
to-the-point, and yet responds to Jesus’ request to go get her husband. 
 
Jesus chooses to go deeper, though. “You are right when you say you have no 
husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not 
your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 
 
Ouch! That had to hurt. And yet it’s interesting to look at the woman’s response. She 
doesn’t try to convince Jesus that what he said isn’t true. She doesn’t try to defend her 
actions. She doesn’t offer excuses. Instead she deflects the statement. 
 
“I can see that you are a prophet.” And then she begins another religious discussion 
with Jesus about the differences between the Samaritans and the Jews. When she 
mentions the messiah that is to come, Jesus tells her that he is the messiah. 
 
At this she forgets about drawing water from the well and instead runs into town to tell 
everyone she knows about Jesus. The disciples show back up and see the woman 
talking to Jesus, but they are afraid to ask any questions, so they don’t. 
 
The scriptures tell us the people of the town, after hearing what the woman told them, 
came to the well and began listening to Jesus. They convince him to stay with them for 
two days, and Jesus does. (Remember that the Jews and Samaritans hated each other, 
and yet they ask Jesus and the disciples, all Jews, to stay with them.) 
 
And many Samaritans became believers that Jesus was the Messiah and became his 
followers. 
 
So what can these scriptures teach us about new beginnings? 
 
First, I want us to notice that the woman at the well is not named. We don’t know what 
her name is. I think John did that on purpose. I think he did it so that as we read the 
scriptures we can put ourselves in the place of the woman. We can be the person 
meeting Jesus. We can reflect on our own experiences of meeting Jesus. 
 
Many people have the false perception that only good people can become Christians. 
They buy into this myth that if someone has done something “bad” in their life, that their 
history excludes them from becoming a follower of Jesus Christ. 
 
I have had the experience of visiting with many people who, when I invite them to attend 
church, respond with something like, “Oh, you don’t want me in your church. I’ve done 
some pretty bad things in my past. I’m not proud of them, but I’m sure God doesn’t want 
me to be in church because I did them. 
 
I always try to emphasize to them that church is not for perfect people but for sinners. 
It’s not a shrine for saints, but a hospital for sinners, and all of us–including preachers–



are sinners. 
 
The story of the woman at the well emphasizes to us that Jesus came for everyone, not 
just those who seemingly have it together. The woman at the well had a past. She had a 
reputation, probably as a “loose” woman. 
 
It’s easy to judge people for that, isn’t it? I remember when I was in Junior High there 
was a local woman who had those kinds of rumors spread about her. Being junior high 
boys we were fascinated by those rumors and added to them. We would walk by her 
house on the way to the football field. Someone gave her the nickname “Tuesday 
Night,” supposedly because on Tuesday nights she would stand in front of the plate 
glass window of her house and dance around while scantily clad. 
 
I feel horrible now for listening to and participating in those rumors. I feel guilty and 
convicted that I remember her nickname, but not her real name. Who was she? What 
was her life story? What happened to her? Did she know about the rumors about her? 
Why didn’t I think of her as a child of God? 
 
The story of the woman at the well reminds us that we are to do everything possible to 
see people through the eyes of Jesus. It reminds us that regardless of one’s past the 
grace of God as expressed through Jesus Christ is available to everyone. Even those 
different from us. Even those that we, dare I say it, hate. 
 
The woman’s life changed the day she encountered Jesus. She told others about him, 
and the scriptures tell us many, many other people became followers of Jesus based on 
her testimony. Being local people, they probably knew of her reputation, of the rumors 
about her, and yet what she told them was so convincing that others believed her and 
came into a relationship themselves. 
 
So what if a woman living here in Huntsville who had a similar reputation walked into 
our church this morning? How welcoming would we be, especially if we knew that 
reputation? Or what if a man walks in who has a bad reputation for drinking, for stealing, 
or for running around with different women? Would we welcome him? 
 
Now I want to be clear that we are not to be accepting of sin. No. Jesus did not do that. 
He forgave sins, but he also emphasized that we are to sin no more. The point I want to 
emphasize is that Jesus’ love is available to everyone, regardless of their sin. 
 
Today can be a new beginning for all of us. We can be like Jesus and show compassion 
and love to others even if they are sinners. We don’t have to say that the sin is okay, but 
we are to view them through the eyes of Jesus and show them the grace, compassion 
and love that he did. 
 
After all, Jesus is the one who forgives us of our sins. And if Jesus forgives us of our 
sins, shouldn’t we be willing to see others the way Jesus sees them? 
 



So my challenge to you this week is to view others the way Jesus viewed the woman at 
the well. Even if they are vastly different from us, even if they have different political 
beliefs from us, even if their culture is completely different from ours, let us love them 
the way Jesus loved the woman at the well. 
 
And if you ever want a wedding cake with a scripture on it, it might be a good idea to 
write it out. 
 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 


