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» LETTER FROM PASTOR

The past year has undoubtedly been the most exciting and challenging year of my life. This 
should have come as no surprise to me because huge steps of faith are guaranteed to come 
with fights for the faith. Nevertheless, even knowing what I know now, I would still set out 
on this voyage; without hesitation. Through the last year, God has stretched my faith and 
I have seen Him work miraculously to establish something new in the earth. We went 
from 2 people to 60 in 11 months. We were gifted the start-up funds from a sister church. 
Purpose and passion were reignited in peoples hearts. Faith in the purpose of the gathering 
was restored in peoples lives. Ministry that impacted our community was done. 

Culture has begun to take form. And most importantly, Jesus was 
proclaimed. I can’t thank those of you have prayed, served, given your 
support to The Brook enough, even if I could it would fall short of the 
reward I’m confident awaits you in heaven. 

I’m more excited now than when we first began. I know we serve a 
God who keeps exceeding our expectations. I imagine He’s in heaven 

cooking up new ways to show us His glory. I’m believing that this year 
we will see God save, heal, and deliver in ways the blow our mind. I’m 

praying earnestly that in 2020 hundreds and thousands will make 
a decision to follow Christ. The Brook will do its part in sharing 
the Gospel and I know God will do His is saving souls.  Dream 
big this year. Share boldly this year. And I’m confident will 
experience God in ways beyond our dreams! Let’s get to work.

Pastor W. Seth Martin 
LEAD PASTOR 
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MIssion:
The Mission of The Brook is to be a refreshing church 
where people are filled with new life as they connect, 
reconnect, and stay connected to Jesus, Others, and 
their Purpose

Who We Are:
The Brook is a Gospel  centered, multi-ethnic and 
multi-generational refreshing church.

» FOUNDATION
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»  A YEAR IN REVIEW

BIBLE STUDIES:

JANUARY GETTING OVER GOOD:
Why God deserves our best.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER REFRESHER:
Study of “I am a church member” by Thom Rainer

MARCH/APRIL-DESTINY DECISIONS:
Discovering What God wants me to do next.
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SERMON SERIES:

April-JulyWhat Matters:
Understanding The Brook Values September Refreshing Church

November -What’s Next? 
Preparing For What’s Coming

October Deal With:
Confronting pains from close people
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Special Events

Pastor Seth Martin’s Ordination- May 2019

#ALLIN- Half-Year Campaign (August to December)
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SOW Saturday- April 11th, 2019
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“TELL THE TRUTH “ 
Sharing, Showing, and Standing in the 
Gospel 

This year as a church we will tell the 
truth about Jesus. We are committed 
to sharing the gospel. showing the 
gospel in our lives, and standing firm 
in the truth of the gospel like never 
before.

GOALS: 
100 People Saved 
100 People Reconnect to Christ/ 
Church Community 

MINISTRY FOCUS AREAS: 
Kids Ministry 
Small Groups
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» BRIMA FAMILY FEATURE

Connecting to The Brook

We first heard about the Brook while listening 
to a podcast about church planting. Pastor 
Seth was being interviewed about multi 
ethnic churches and giving insight on how to 
build healthy cross cultural relationships. The 
podcast was timely because our family had 
been discussing the same topics and were 
greatly helped by his thoughts. At the end of 
the podcast, he provided information about the 

church he and his wife were planting. We were 
excited to hear the church would be in the Twin 
Cities. We decided to check out a “vision night” 
and the rest is history.

First Encounter with The Brook 

Our first encounter with the Brook was when we 

attended a “vision night” to hear more about the 
church. It was our first taste of a Sunday service 
and included a mini sermon from Pastor Seth. 
The sermon was powerful, practical, and for 
lack of a better word, refreshing. After that initial 
meeting, a lot of prayer and thought went into 
our decision to join. Ultimately, we felt a genuine 
excitement about and calling to the Brook. 

Life Changes

Since joining The Brook, we have experienced a 
renewed love for the gospel and how it actually 
transforms people and communities. We’re 
challenged to live out what the Bible teaches 
about righteousness and justice; a holistic 
gospel that impacts everyday life, not merely an 
intellectual exercise. 
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Connecting to God, Others and 
Your Purpose 

We love our Brook community and how it reflects 
God’s heart for people from all backgrounds 
to know Him. We’re excited about how God is 
going to use this diverse community to help us 
love Jesus and other people more.  

Culture of The Brook

There is a culture of hospitality at the Brook that 
we really appreciate. Everyone makes an effort to 
make each other feel welcome and cared about. 
We also love the energetic and down-to-earth 
vibes. 

Loving The Brook

We have met many wonderful people at the 
Brook who have quickly become family to us. 
It is a warm and welcoming space where we 
feel comfortable inviting family, friends and 
coworkers. It is such a blessing to be able to 
bring our children to a space where they can 
experience the uniting power of the Gospel; 
worshipping with a diverse group of people from 
so many different backgrounds and cultures.

Serving at The Brook

As church members, we are all parts of a body 
and we each have unique and important gifts 
to offer. Not only does serving provide an 
opportunity to bless those that walk through 
the doors of our church, but it is a way that we 
can honor and glorify God. He doesn’t need us, 
but chooses to use us! It’s a wonderful way to 
cultivate humility and dependence on God.
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» PASTOR SETH MARTIN’S ORDINATION

Acts 13:2-3 “ While they were worshipping the 
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.” Then after fasting and praying 
they laid their hands on them and sent them off.”

A pastoral ordination is a serious and sacred 
moment in the life of any church. Followers of 
Christ who have shown clear evidence of a call 
to preaching and pastoral ministry are examined 
in areas of theology, doctrine, and praxis. They 
are then commissioned by Elders to embark on 

their assignment for ministry. 

This past May, Pastor Seth, along side Pastor 
Andre Kirkland, were examined and commis-
sioned by Dr. Phillip Pointer and the Saint Mark 
Baptist Church as they both stepped into roles 
as Senior Pastors. Some of the launch team 
members from The Brook were able to travel to 
Little Rock, Arkansas to celebrate in this import-
ant moment for Pastor Seth and The Brook.
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» TREADWAY FAMILY

How you Heard About The Brook

We went to the same Church as Pastor Seth and 
Hannah in Chicago. Pastor Seth approached 
us and asked if they could run some ideas 
regarding the Brook by us and if we would help 
in creating the vision for the church. We agreed 
and are proud to say we have been active since 
the inception.  

First Encounter with The Brook 

We were present at the first vision night. By 
that time, we had committed to join and be 
“REFRESHERRRRS!” It was surreal, to see 

the vision that had been molded months prior 
become a reality. We looked each other and 
said we wanted to remember this moment. Ken 
felt like he was Moses and the Children of Israel 
looking at the Red Sea part. 

Life Changes

Well, when God told us our next season was 
in Minnesota, He also told us it was with The 
Brook. Totally changed our lives. We had to tell 
our two youngest kids who are 12 and 10 we 
were moving. We had to sell our home, leave 
jobs and ministries we were
attached too. All to trust an awesome God and 
follow an awesome Man of God. It has been 



2019   |   The Brook Annual Report18

an adjust for our kids and our 
marriage, but we trust God in 
all His ways. God also gave 
us several friendships within 
the church that have been 
a blessing for us. We both 
became Pastors (Pastor over 
Share Team and Pastor of Staff) 
and these roles have stretched 
us as well. 

Encountering God

This is a weekly event. From 
the time we arrive to set up, 
to our round up huddle before 
service, to praise and worship 
then receiving a powerful 
word, God’s presence is there 
throughout. 
 

Connecting to God, 
Others and Your 
Purpose

Our family had truly connected 
in our purpose at the Brook. 
God has shown Himself in our 
sons lives.  Our son, Caleb, 
plays the drums for the Brook.  
Our son, Brayden was super 
shy when we lived in Illinois.  He 
is now a greeter at the church!  
My wife and I are walking in 
our calling in administration 
and evangelism respectively. 
Leaving every comfort behind 
in Illinois, God blessed us 
with a new, comfortable home 
before I found employment and, 
later, a job I didn’t apply for.  
My wife worked hard to make 
our home such a calming and 
comfortable place that when we 
have meeting, everyone wants 

to stay afterwards. 

 

The Culture of The 
Brook

It is family. It is love. The Brook 
fosters an environment of 
encouragement. The Brook 
is not scared to think and 
operate like outside of the 
box. This is not your ordinary 
church. You’re welcomed with 
a hug and smiling face and 
are encouraged to join in the 
worship experience. 

Loving The Brook

We enjoy the WORD. The bible 
study, the sermons, the prayers. 
We love the people, I mean the 
family He has given us at the 
Brook. The atmosphere when 
you walk in. 
 

Serving at The Brook

What better way to connect 
with other, God and your 
purpose than by serving? 
Serving has helped us establish 
relationships with people that 
have a blessing. You learn so 
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much about your community by 
serving. 

Refreshed

Refresherrrrs make some 
NOISE!!! Serving at the Brook 
has allowed us to live out our 
destiny. It is refreshing to see 
church different than we have 
seen it in past. A freedom to 
worship and love the Lord in a 
new way. 

Kenneth, Octavia, Caleb and 
Brayden Treadway
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» BAPTISMS

The Brook Community 
Church baptised six 
souls on Sunday, 
December 1st 2019. 
Some were individuals 
that had never been 
baptised, and others 
chose to be baptised 
again. Friends and 
family of The Brook 
gathered around 
to witness these 
individuals proclaim 
their faith.
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» ERICA SPANJERS FEATURE

Connecting to The Brook

I heard about the Brook through a friend of a 
friend who doesn’t even live in Minneapolis! I 
was expressing to my friend my desire to find a 
church that was my church home. I had visited 
my childhood church and realized it was great for 
my mom, but not great for me. I was looking to 
meet and fellowship with people from all walks of 
life not just people who had a similar background 
to myself. Then, I found The Brook!
First Encounter with The Brook 
I went to a preview service  when the services 
were still being held in the cafeteria of an 
elementary school. There were only a handful of 
people there, and I didn’t know a single person. 
Despite the small numbers, I felt welcome and 
immediately engaged by the practical and sound 
doctrine preached by the pastor. 
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Life Changes

My life changed a lot before making it to The 
Brook. I was living in Costa Rica for 4 years, 
and had just returned to my hometown of 
Minneapolis. I was reeling from the life changes, 
culture shock, and the unknowns of the future. I 
knew I needed to find a church, just didn’t know 
it was going to be The Brook. Since becoming 
a member, I have found a place to grow in my 
faith. I have deepened my knowledge, and have 
been stretched to live out my faith more daringly. 

Connecting to God, Others and 
Your Purpose

Since I was unemployed at the time of joining 
the Brook, there were many opportunities to 
donate my time. I was able to use my skills to 
facilitate the work God is doing at the Brook. I 
joined the Operations Team and began to form 
relationships with other members and leaders. 
These people have become more than “friends 
from church”, these are my PEOPLE. Through 
the good and the bad, they have walked with 
me, reminded me of the Lord’s promises and 
guided me in my search for purpose and Truth. 

Culture of The Brook

The Brook is warm. I can be myself at the Brook. 
There, I am loved and accepted despite all my 
mess and baggage. I am able to worship and 
hear the word in a way that is most meaningful 
and impacting to me. Everyone there is genuine 
and caring. Frankly, it’s refreshing. 

Serving at The Brook

I am so grateful for the chance to contribute 
to the growth of The Brook. I started on the 
Operations team and slowly got more involved. 
Thanks to the awesome leadership, I have been 

given opportunities to explore my gifts and use 
them for the work of the Lord! There is no better 
way to connect with other members of church, 
then working together for the same mission. 
Serving has deepened my relationships with 
others at The Brook.



2019   |   The Brook Annual Report 23

2019 Members | 35 Members | 13 Regular Attenders (majority children)

Leadership and Staff

SETH MARTIN - Lead Pastor   | KENNETH TREADWAY - Leader of Evangelism and Outreach

OCTAVIA TREADWAY - Leader of Staff  | ZACH WARTES - Leader of Congregational Care

ERICA SPANJERS - Project Manager

100% of Members on Serving Team

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

» CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Dr. Charles Goodman

Dr. Phillip Pointer

Pastor Corey Hodges

Pastor Kenneth Martin

Dr. George Parks

Pastor Nate Stewart

66%
Female

34%
Male

Gender: Status:

31%
Single
Adults

47%
Kids

22%
Married
Couples

Ethnicity:

BlackWhite

Mixed &
Latino
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» 2019 Giving Summary

• Internal Contributions
 ° January - $1,678.50

 ° February- $1,508.00

 ° March - $2,385.00

 ° April - $ 2,282.00

 ° May - $2,001.00

 ° June - $ 3,674.81

 ° July - $2,805.94

 ° August - $ $5,492.00

 ° Kick-Off Month- September -$ 5,056.08

 ° October- $3,896.00

 ° November - $5,570.28

•  External Contributions
 ° Historic Tabernacle Baptist Church - $500.00

 ° Victory Cathedral Worship Center - $500.00 **

 ° New Hope Baptist Church - $500.00

 ° The Point Church - $500 

 ° Greater Archview Baptist Church - $2,200.00 

 ° Saint Mark Baptist Church - $5,000.00 

 ° Vertical Church St. Paul - $5,500.00 

 ° Second Baptist Church Springfield - $6,600.00 

 ° North American Mission Board - $19,000.00 

 ° Harvest Church Rochester - $17,500.00 

 ° Estimated Contribution Total: $93,649.61

*December Not Included 

**Denotes amount for material contributions made.
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» 2020 VISION

Proposed Budget For 2020 

 • General Administration, $1,000
  ° Office Expenses $300 

  ° Personnel Expenses $200

  ° Church Management Software $500

 • Human Resources 
  º Salaries and Benefits $52,000

•  Facility Rental and Operations  $27,600
 ° School Rental - $24,156.

 ° Kids Area - $1,249

 ° Choir Rehearsal Area - $1,200

 ° General Liability Insurance $970
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• Children’s Ministry $1,500
 ° Training, Development, and Appreciation - $500

 ° Nursery Materials  $500

 ° Kids Curriculum/Materials $500 

• Care Team, $500
 ° Benevolence $250 

 ° Counseling and Support $250 

• Connections, $500
 ° Church Fellowship $300 

 ° Assimilation $200

• Communications, $500
 ° Media Equipment $100 

 ° Marketing $400

• Share Team, $2,000
 ° Outreach Events $1,350 

 ° Evangelism $500

 ° Miscellaneous $150 

• Membership Support Division $1,000
 ° Communion $500

 ° Volunteer Appreciation $500

• Leadership Development, $150 
• Student Leaders, $50 
• Influencers, $50 
• Ministers In Training, $50 
• Teaching Team, $50 

TOTAL ESTIMATED: $86,750.00


