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A letter from
Pastor Seth

“

The Church doesn’t have a mission, the
mission has a church!
- Seth Martin
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Brook Family and Friends,
There seem to be no words that would adequately describe this year. It has been like nothing I’ve
seen in my lifetime; nor like anything those older have seen. As a world, we have had to come face
to face with the reality that there are things we cannot control or avoid. This reality while troubling
to some shouldn’t shake us as much. Because in the face of an out of control world, we can cling to
the fact that our God is still in control; in control and faithful.
That is what God has been to us as a church family this year: Faithful. The Lord has navigated us
through this year in ways I couldn’t express in this letter. Somehow, in a year with such darkness,
we were able to be a light. God protected all of our members and then used us to fulfill his purpose.
I’m proud as a Pastor. In a year of so much uncertainty, especially financial, you all never stopped
giving. In a year where the temptation to look out for yourself, you all never stopped looking out for
the well-being of others. In a year where the injustices of the world rocked our city, you all never
stopped being a voice of hope and justice not only locally but internationally. In the strangest of
ways, God has grown and used our church this year and I could not be more excited about what the
future holds.
Allow me to personally thank you all as your pastor, or a pastor you support for our friends. I’ve been
encouraged by the phone calls, text messages, and emails you’ve all sent me. Moreover, I’m grateful for your patience as I’ve tried to lead us through this time. I know we all have longed to get back
together, but thank you for waiting until the right time. I truly believe the churches God will bless the
most after this are the ones who had the faith to wait the longest for him to do what he’s doing. You
all made it easy for me to be patient and for that I’m grateful.
I believe God gave us this year to reset and re-see some things as a church. And for the last year
that’s what I and our leaders have been doing. Sometimes God has to take away your sight to give
you insight. Sometimes he has to take away what we know to teach us something new. I believe
that’s part of what God was doing for us this year. Which is why 2021 is all about a “Fresh View of
God’s church”. This next year we’re believing God to give us and those in our world a fresh view
of what His church is and does. I’m so excited to walk with you all this year. And God willing, I look
forward to welcoming you all back into a physical space soon.
I love you all dearly,
Pastor Seth
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Fresh View
Re(Introduce, Engage, Experience) God’s church
Re-presenting church and re-presenting God to people. There are two types of perspectives for a
church, developmental and attractional. This year’s focus we focus on attracting people. This means
we will be focusing our efforts on bringing people to faith.

Target Audience
• Skeptic: Someone who is unsure about Jesus
and church
• Curious: Someone who is interested in learning
more about Jesus and church
• Familiar: Someone who is aware and in church,
but needs to grow in understanding
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A Year in Review: 2020
Sermon Series
TELL THE TRUTH

WHO’S YOUR ONE

Going Virtual
Like all churches, the global pandemic of the COVID-19 virus hit Minnesota and changed the way
we worshipped and gathered. The Brook began streaming live on Facebook from the basement of
one of our church member’s homes.

With COVID cases increasing, The Brook began
to look for long term safe ways for members
and guests to gather and worship. The Brook
worshipped outside in Phelps Park during the
summer months with guest worship bands
and singers. All sermons were recorded and
streamed online for virtual viewing.
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Social Coverage
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Then, The Brook partnered
with a professional
videographer and another
local church: Blue Oaks to
improve the streaming content
of service. At Blue Oaks, we
were able to use the facilities
to host our worship team and
record everything we needed
for the week’s service. God
has continuously provided for
our needs. We are thankful
God has made a way for us to
continue to practice ministry
despite the pandemic.
Along with virtual worship, all
meetings and small groups
went virtual. The Brook
continues to run smoothly with
a completely virtual ministry at
this time.

Virtual Church Statistics

INSTAGRAM
Followers: 381

FACEBOOK
Total Likes: 550
Average Video Views per Month: 1088 views
Average Daily Reach: 176 people
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Ministry Focus Areas of 2020
Kids Ministry

In 2020 before the Corona Virus
pandemic hit, our Children’s
Ministry started providing child
care for children up to age five. We
are so grateful for the dedicated
volunteers who made it possible to
provide a safe and Christ centered
environment for our children while
their parents attended service.
Once the pandemic hit and we
began streaming virtually we had to
pause our Kids Ministry until 2021.

Small Groups
In the midst of the pandemic, we
were able to form virtual Small
Groups. These groups meet
virtually twice a month and are
led by church members. The
study focuses on the sermon
preached the previous week. Small
groups discuss and are led into
meaningful conversation based
around the biblical texts and truths
presented in the sermon. Currently
we have a Men’s Women’s and
Young Adult’s small group.
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Staff
Feature
We believe in creating
a space where people
can have authentic
encounters with
Christ, discover their
gifts and use them for
God’s glory.

W Seth Martin
Lead Pastor
wmartin@thebrooktc.org

Hannah Martin
Director of Communications
communications@thebrooktc.org

Ken Treadway
Pastor of Share Team
pktreadway@thebrooktc.org

Octavia Treadway
Chief of Staff
otreadway@thebrooktc.org

Erica Spanjers
Project Manager
espanjers@thebrooktc.org

Sarah Hardy
Executive Assistant
shardy@thebrooktc.org

Zach Wartes
Pastor of Care Team
zwartes@thebrooktc.org
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Big Impact Moments
Pastor Seth’s Preaching Anniversary
Our lead pastor, Pastor W. Seth Martin celebrated
10 years of preaching in 2020. Along with The Brook
congregation, many friends, family and spiritual
mentors and leaders celebrated Pastor Seth and his
10 years of ministry.
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Phelps Park Unity Service
The Brook led efforts to unify local churches and leaders for
a special Unity Service in Phelps Park, Minneapolis. Pastors
and congregants from several churches gathered to worship
and pray for healing and unity for Minneapolis. Pastor Seth
preached a powerful sermon calling all to check their hearts
and come together as brothers and sisters in Christ seeking
justice in love.
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George Floyd Tribute
In honor of George Floyd’s
death, The Brook walked
as a church to the site of
George Floyd’s death. The
church prayed together for
healing, change and justice
for George Floyd along with
reform in our cities and
government.

Ahmaud Arberry
On May 8, 2020 which would have been Ahmaud Arbery’s 26th birthday, The Brook took part in a
run of 2.23 miles to honor him. Ahmaud was jogging in a neighborhood near his home when he was
shot and killed by two men. The Brook partook in this time together to remember Ahmaud and pray
for justice peace for his family.
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1,000 Bags Donated
Minneapolis was hit hard
by the pandemic and the
murder of George Floyd. The
Brook led efforts to support
the community and people
of Minneapolis by raising
money and pouring back
into the community. Thanks
to the generous donations of
many throughout the country,
The Brook was able to put
together a bag of necessities.
Food, cleaning products,
household goods and more
were distributed in these
bags.
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Member Feature

Harris Family
“The Brook has been a safe place
to process our relationships with
God and others.”
Connecting to The Brook
As our previous church was going through a process to evaluate its health with regards to ethnic
harmony we began to feel that it might not be the best place for our family any longer. As we were
processing this with a friend, Janice Evans, she suggested we check out the Brook. My wife took our two
littlest kids to her mothers house and so that made is easy for me and my oldest daughters to come to
the Brook for its public launch service.
First Encounter with The Brook
As we walked in the front door we were greeted by a beautiful collage of smiling faces from the children
of the Brook. Then Pastor Ken greeted us and ushered us into the auditorium. There the music greeted
our ears like an old friend and invited us to be at home. Pastor Seth proclaimed the beauty of God and
the need for the church. While it took us months longer to finally commit, it was at that first service that
we felt like we found a home.
Life Changes
One of the reasons the Brook was so attractive to our multiracial family was the multiethnic nature of the
church. It has been amazing for our kids to see leaders praising God and preaching the word who look
like them, white and black.
Connecting to God, Others and Your Purpose
Through our men’s and women’s groups we have encountered God in community. We have heard the
gospel preached back to us as people hear our joys and struggles. The Brook has been a safe place to
process our relationships with God and others. We have heard wise counsel and love reflected back to us.
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Tell us about the culture of The
Brook.
There is a powerful energy in the Brook.
Its members love one another and love
the community. That energy flows from
its heart for worship. The people of the
Brook love Jesus and people.
Life Changes
We love that it is a church that is
committed to knowing God and
following him in every area, especially
justice. The multiethnic community is
life giving for our family. We love that
our kids can see black and white godly
leaders working and worshipping
together. We love that there are strong
goldy black women for our girls to see
as role models.
Serving at The Brook
To be a part of a church is to serve.
Different people have different gifts but
we are all a part of the body. We knew
that we needed to find a way for our
gifts to bless the church. If God was
calling us to be part of the church, he
was calling us to serve.
A Fresh View
Community has been so life giving for
our family. Our kids love the other kids.
We have found friends and co-laborers
for the Kingdom! The Brook is slowly
becoming “our people.”
The Church during a Pandemic
While the lack of corporate worship
gatherings has made it hard to worship
as a family, we have found ways to still
connect to the body. Through small
groups, Zoom calls, texting, and walks
with friends we’ve been able to still be
together and be the church.
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Dodd Family
“Sharing our
journeys with
each other helps
us to remember
what God has
already done.”

Connecting to The Brook
We heard about The Brook through NAMB and first visited about two years ago at a small elementary in
south Minneapolis. The feeling was welcoming from the people to the preaching.
Life Changes
Joining The Brook hasn’t changed us but it does bring us back. From the first time we visited we sensed
a familiarity of authentic family that we had been so accustomed to from our previous church plant. So if
anything we’ve gained more family.
Connecting to God, Others and Your Purpose
Both with God and plenty of others. We’re hoping to receive direction from God as it relates to our
purpose at The Brook.
Culture of The Brook
I feel like you’re going to get spoken to in the parking lot, The Brook wants engagement with all who visit.
There’s always a new song to glorify God, and the Preaching is God’s Word not man’s. The norm is you
know your at least going to visit again.
Culture of The Brook
The consistency of involvement from the entire Brooks family. As a small church congregation God has
blessed us largely in the act of service.
Serving at The Brook
We felt it our responsibility with previously having church planting experience to partner with a
church that is pursuing a multicultural lifestyle in its service to the community which happens to be
multicultural.
The Church during a Pandemic
We are still broadcasting God’s word through the Internet as well as meeting in small groups for a touch
of brotherly love. There has been an immense amount of community engagement during these unknown
times. From handing out supplies and food to conducting drives for clothing and much more. The Brook
has been The Church throughout the year.
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Church Membership
55 members

Male
37%

Kids
41%

Mixed &
Latino

Single
24%

White
Female
63%

GENDER

Married
35%

MARITAL STATUS

Black

ETHNICITY

Pastoral Council
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2020 Giving Summary
Month

Internal Giving

External Giving

Total

January

$1,731.92

$5,252.01

$6,985.93

February

$4,220.00

$2,726.36

$6,946.36

March

$8,251.98

$1,426.38

$9,678.36

April

$7,485.71

$1,925.78

$9,411.49

May

$7,466.73

$2,019.00

$9,485.73

June

$8,099.04

$4,650.27

$12,749.31

July

$4,244.63

$7,619.18

$11,863.81

August

$6,721.68

$397.00

$7,118.68

September

$3,672.98

$3,762.52

$7,435.50

October

$4,822.59

$1,486.73

$6,309.32

Proposed Budget
Contributions and Income
Total Contributions/Income

$130,200.00

Expenses
HR - Salary and Benefits

$70,145.22

Facility and Operations

$16,332.97

General Administration

$10,538.00

Worship
Communications

$6,000.00
$14,800.00

Discipleship

$2,100.00

Childrens

$4,000.00

Guest Speakers

$5,500.00

Share

$500.00

Care

$200.00

Total Expenses
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Guest Speakers
Childrens
Discipleship

Share
Care

Communications
Worship
General
Admin.

Human Resource:
Salaries and
Benefits

Facility and
Operations

$130,116.19
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GET CONNECTED. BE REFRESHED.
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