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THANKSGIVING DAY WORSHIP
NOVEMBER 26, 2020 9:30 AM
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING DIALOG (Psalm 126:1-3)
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for
them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we are glad indeed.
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GATHERING SONG

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the
work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 8:11 – 18
11

Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you
today. 12When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in
them, 13and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 14then do not exalt yourself, forgetting
the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, 15who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with
poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16and fed
you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and
to test you, and in the end to do you good. 17Do not say to yourself, “My power and the
might of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18But remember the LORD your
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his
covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Rev. Jeffrey Borgwardt

SILENT REFLECTION
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HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING WITH ONE ANOTHER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
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Please join in singing the distribution hymns.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Remember us, and all the faithful, when you come into your kingdom, O Lord. As you
have fed us with holy food and drink, send us into the world to live as your holy people,
until we come to the full vision of your glory, for you are Lord, now and forever. Amen.
SENDING SONG
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SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS015821. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Built-In Gratitude
Usually when moving into a home, the occupant provides furnishings. Empty rooms are filled with the
belongings of the new resident. Sometimes a home has furnishings already built in. Perhaps there
are beautiful cabinets built into the dining room wall to hold china. Maybe one end of the living room
has the handiwork of a cabinetmaker, with shelves ready to hold books and knickknacks, or a bench
built in by a window to provide a space for reading or daydreaming. These built-in spaces require no
work on our part and are ready to hold us and our belongings.
As Jesus sends ten lepers on their way to the priests, they are made clean. One of the newly healed
lepers returns to Jesus in an emotional show of thanks. He falls prostrate at the feet of Jesus and
shouts loudly with praise for God. We are not told exactly how the other nine lepers respond—just
that they do not “return and give praise to God” (Luke 17:18). We can see from the story that giving
thanks to God in the way the one leper does is not built into the experience of healing. It seems the
movement to gratitude only comes naturally to one of those cleansed lepers.
One of the beautiful built-in aspects of rituals is an opportunity to participate in what may not always
come naturally to us. For us as a nation, the celebration of Thanksgiving is a built-in ritual of gratitude,
a day to pause and reflect on what we can be grateful for, something we may not always take time to
do.
Similarly, our weekly worship has a built-in ritual of gratitude in the eucharist, our sacramental
meal. Eucharist means “give thanks,” and it is the word in Greek used to describe the leper giving
thanks to Jesus. We call the communion liturgy the “great thanksgiving.” This built-in space for
gratitude requires no work on our part and is ready to hold us in God’s grace.

2020 CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Renee Slegeir (President)
Jim Hernholm (Vice-President)
Donna Ashby (Secretary)
Bob Moody (Treasurer)
Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God)
Vivian McElligott (Relationship with Community)
Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One Another)
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Celebrate the Christmas Season
Sunday Worship at 8:15 and 10:45 am
Bible Study 9:30 am
Christmas Eve Worship With Candlelight Holy Communion
In person and on Facebook live
4:00, 6:00, and 8:00 pm
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