
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent  

11-29-2020 



2 
 

Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church. 

We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church 

history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.”  Liturgy is defined as the “work of the 

people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading 

from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation 

In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the 

Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion 

(also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist).  It is in that act of eating and drinking the true body 

and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a sacred connection with God.  

As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have been changed by 

an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world. 

 

 

FLC regularly supports the work of the 
following ministries of our denomination and 
community: 

Longview Community Ministries 
Newgate Mission 
Texas Ramps Project 
Living Water International 
Lutheran World Relief  
Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
Any time you would like to contribute to these 
ministries, you may label your offering as 
such, and the church office will forward the 
money to the appropriate place. 
 

 
 

 
 

An assistive listening system is available in 

our sanctuary. This is a state of the art 

system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and 

delivers great sound quality.   

You may select a receiver from the basket in 

the rear of the sanctuary, near the sound 

booth; please return it following worship.  



3 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 29, 2020 8:15 AM & 10:45 AM 

 
PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY) 
 
I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go to the house of the Lord! 
Unless the Lord builds the house, 
In vain do the builders labor 
Surely the Lord is in this place.  
This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven! 
Oh, come let us worship! 
Oh, come let us worship! 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess our sin. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
to live in God’s presence. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG         STZ 1 & 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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 KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF LECTORS    
Let us pray. 
 
Come to us, Lord Jesus, as your holy word is read. Keep us attentive to the truth of the scriptures, turn us 
away from the myths and turn us in faith to you our strength and our redeemer.  
Amen. 
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Please be seated.  
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1 – 9    
 
 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3 – 9   
 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as 
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 13:24 – 37  
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out 
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
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near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have 
taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jeff Borgwardt 

SILENT REFLECTION 

Please stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          (STZ 1, 3, & 4) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
You may be seated. 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM 

 
Please stand 
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS   

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Generous God, you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join in their unending hymn. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . . 
 
Please be seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that 
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine.  For 
those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice.  If you wish to 

receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest. 
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COMMUNION SONG  
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Please join in singing the distribution hymn 
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Please stand 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Gracious and abundant God, 
you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 
In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 
In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 
and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION    
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG          STZ 3 & 4 
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Go in peace! We are formed and loved by Christ to live. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved 
 
Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770 and One License. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Flowers on the altar today are given in 

memory of 

 Harry E. and Ruth Smith  

by their sons  

Tom, David, and Mark and their families.  

 

Secret Prayer Partner 
Christmas Tea 

Saturday, December 5th 10:00 am  

Seasonal beverages   
will be provided by our hostesses 

(no meal will be served) 
 New participants are welcome! 

Wear a mask, bring a gift and let’s kick off the 
Christmas Season right!! 

 

Christmas Poinsettias  

for the altar 

$12 donation 

Sign up  

www.firstlutheran.us/resources 

Or in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

As is our custom, we will be 

giving gifts to the families of the  

Longview Child Development Center. 

The Tree with the angel tags on it is in the 

narthex. If you would like to help but not 

able to come to the church, just call Tina 

in the church office (903)295-7423. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

December 6, 2020  6:00 pm 

First Methodist Church 

 400 N Fredonia St, Longview, TX US 75601  

Blue Christmas services are designed for those who 

struggle during the holiday season, often due to the 

death of a loved one, a job loss, transitions in life, or 

many other things.  

http://www.firstlutheran.us/
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Prayer Needs 
Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us 
 
FLC Members 
Joe Kalenda is having severe back pain. 
The family of Bart Owens, Sr. who died November 14. 
The family of Joe Ramirez who died October 5. 
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength. 
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type. 
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership. 
 
Family and Friends of FLC Members  
Janet, friend of LaKeita Walker, is having heart and kidney trouble and is very weak. 
The family of Marlene Downing. 
Kathy, Lou Bass’ sister-in-law, who has been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer in her neck. 
Meagan Palmer, granddaughter of Dee Stirling, suffers from Lupus. 
Leonard Bass, Jr, nephew of Lou Bass, needs a kidney transplant. 
Bob & Diana Padgett and their family for her chronic schizophrenia. 
Healing for those suffering with Corona virus, and protection for those at risk. 
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers. 
Those who are imprisoned. 
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually. 
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership. 
The homeless 
 
Members Serving in the Military 
Eric Jenkins – Ft. Meade, MD  
Terrina Anderson – Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA 
Timothy Martin – Navy  

mailto:prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Learn from the Figs 

Fig trees mature slowly. They don’t require much maintenance, but they do require plenty of time to grow. 

Some fig trees take years to start producing fruit. It may be tempting to give up on a fig too soon, but the 

patient gardener knows to wait and watch for the subtle signs that the fig tree is about to produce. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson,” Jesus says in today’s gospel (Mark 13:28). Just as the gardener 

watches for indications that a bud is about to unfold, so should believers watch for where God’s presence 

is emerging in the world. 

Jesus’ words in this passage paint a picture of God’s arrival as unsettling and fearsome, with darkening 

skies and shaking celestial orbs. It is hard to imagine how anyone could miss such an arrival, yet Jesus 

warns his listeners that those who are not vigilant will be caught unaware. We must watch with care and 

patience for the signs of the coming of the Son of Man, like the gardener who watches for the ripening fig. 

If you think such signs can be ignored, you will miss the surprising, gentle cry of the incarnate God come 

as a tiny, vulnerable baby. 

Today, at the beginning of Advent, we enter a season of waiting and watching as we anticipate with hope 

the coming of Christ’s light into the world. Yet, even as we wait, there are active signs of God’s presence 

all around us now—in water and word, in bread and wine, in the assembly gathered for worship. These 

signs remind us of God’s gracious love toward us. At the same time, the lesson of the fig tree reminds us 

to stay curious and attentive, open to what might surprise us. God is always up to something new. 
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3901 Bill Owens Parkway 
Longview, Texas 75605 
903-295-7423  
churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us 
www.FirstLutheran.us 
 
 
We receive gifts for the mission of the 
congregation and the Church in the world.  
 
An offering plate is available in the back of the 
sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card 
you may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate  
or by scanning the QR code below 

 
 
In ministry to those in need in our community, 
foodstuffs are received to support 
 Longview Community Ministries.  
 Please help keep our baskets filled to 
overflowing! 

Assisting In Worship Today 
Celebrant: Pastor Jeffrey Borgwardt 
Musicians: Lou Bass, and The Chancel Choir 
Flowers: Jeanette Nolen 
 
Church Staff 
Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor  
Lou V. Bass, Director of Music 
John Parsons, Director of Youth and Family Min. 
Tina Sewell, Secretary 
Karen Smith, Bookkeeper 
Margaret Renner, Tutoring Center Coordinator 
 
 
2020 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Renee Slegeir (President) 
Jim Hernholm (Vice-President) 
Donna Ashby (Secretary) 
Bob Moody (Treasurer) 
Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God) 
Vivian McElligott (Relationship with Community) 
Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One Another) 

mailto:churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us
http://www.firstlutheran.us/
http://www.firstlutheran.us/

