Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021

Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church
We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church history, which is
commonly called “liturgical worship.” Liturgy is defined as the “work of the people,” which means that this is a
participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading from the front, or singing and responding as a part of
the congregation
In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is revealed to us in
Jesus Christ. Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the Word of God, we are led to the
center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist). It
is in that act of eating and drinking the true body and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make
a sacred connection with God. As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have
been changed by an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world.

FLC regularly supports the work of the
following ministries of our denomination and
community:
Longview Community Ministries
Newgate Mission
Texas Ramps Project
Living Water International
Lutheran World Relief
Lutheran Disaster Response

An assistive listening system is available in
our sanctuary. This is a state of the art
system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and
delivers great sound quality.
You may select a receiver from the basket in
the rear of the sanctuary, near the sound
booth; please return it following worship.

Any time you would like to contribute to these
ministries, you may label your offering as
such, and the church office will forward the
money to the appropriate place.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 2, 2021 8:15 AM & 10:45 AM
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Children up to 5th grade are invited to attend children’s church. Meet the leader at the back of the
sanctuary. The children’s church meets in the chapel. The children will return to the service just before
Holy Communion.
Please stand
CALL TO WORSHIP (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)
I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go to the house of the Lord!
Unless the Lord builds the house,
In vain do the builders labor
Surely the Lord is in this place.
This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven!
Oh, come let us worship!
Oh, come let us worship!
REPLY
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
And of the Son,
And of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
All desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
That we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin
And cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
By what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
And walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
And for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
And by his authority, I therefore declare to you
The entire forgiveness of all your sins,
In the name of the Father,
And of the Son,
And of the Holy Spirit. Amen
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GATHERING SONG

(STZ. 1 & 2)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And
also with you.
KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
FIRST READING: Acts 8: 26 - 40
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now
the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the
good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7 – 21
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
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13By

this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those
who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the
love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are
we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment
we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 15:1 – 8

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you
are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can
do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.”
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The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Jeff Borgwardt

SILENT REFLECTION
Please stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

(STZ 3, 4, & 5)
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
You may be seated.
OFFERING ANTHEM
Please stand
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join in their unending hymn.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . .
Please be seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine. For those who prefer, cups in the
center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice. If you wish to receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against
your chest.
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COMMUNION SONG

Tod Sechrist
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Please join in singing the distribution hymn.

Please stand
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen.
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CANTICLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG
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20
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Go in peace! We are formed and loved by Christ to live.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770 and One License.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Given by Carolyn Ramirez in memory of
Joe Ramirez’ 90th birthday
Given by Lynn Crowley in memory of the
death of Randy Crowley
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Men’s Breakfast is
BACK!
May

15th

8:00 am

FLC Fellowship
Hall

Congregational End of
School Year Party!!
May 19th 6:00 – 8:00 pm
FLC Fellowship Hall
Join us for Food, Fun
and Frolicking!

WELCA will meet after
second service on
Sunday, May 16th. A
signup sheet will be in the
narthex. Lunch will be
provided so please sign
up and pick your
sandwich.

The Leo & Melba Sparkman Memorial
Scholarship
In honor and memory of Leo and Melba
Sparkman, a $500 annual college
scholarship has been established for
members of First Lutheran Church who are
high school students planning to attend
college upon graduation. Melba loved to
encourage young people to pursue further
education after high school, so her memory
will be honored in this scholarship through
the generosity of friends and family who
contributed to the memorial fund.
Applications are available through the
church office. These must be returned by
May 15 with a transcript, teacher
recommendation, statement of needs and
future aspirations.
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Prayer Needs
Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
FLC Members
Edie Landinger has pneumonia.
The family of Joyce Yauch who died on 4/18/21.
The family of Lefty Watkins who died on 04/07/21.
The family of Ray Tucker who died on 04/08/21.
Donna O’Sullivan is having ongoing treatments.
LaKeita Walker, needs strength and wisdom.
Mary Alice Derry who is in Whispering Pines Nursing Home.
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength.
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type.
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership.
Family and Friends of FLC Members
Amelie, granddaughter of the Landingers, is having lung problems due to her illness with covid.
Xavier Sanders is in need of strength and wisdom
Kathy & Leonard Bass, need healing, strength and wisdom.
Rachel Paschall, daughter in law of Cole and Deb Paschall, who has MS.
Daryl Knotts, a friend of Bryan Poland, has cancer.
Leonard Bass, Jr, nephew of Lou Bass, having a lot of kidney related problems.
Meagan Palmer, granddaughter of Dee Stirling, suffers from Lupus.
Bob & Diana Padgett and their family for her chronic schizophrenia.
Healing for those suffering with Corona virus, and protection for those at risk.
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers.
Those who are imprisoned.
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually.
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership.
The homeless
Members Serving in the Military
Eric Jenkins – Ft. Meade, MD
Terrina Anderson – Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA
Timothy Martin – Navy
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Abundant Care
One of the things that drew people to Jesus was that he was a master communicator. Drawing from examples of daily life,
like shepherding, fishing, and growing grapes, he helped people see the connections between their story and God’s story.
He drew from very ordinary and familiar elements like bread, water, and light to describe how God is at work in our lives and
the world.
If Jesus were using imagery from our world today, it’s interesting to ponder what illustrations he might use to remind us of
God’s presence and grace. However, even though much has changed from the ancient world, the “I am” sayings of Jesus,
like those found in today’s gospel, are still amazingly relevant and tell us a great deal about how God moves among us.
When Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11), and describes how this shepherd cares for his sheep, he is
naming God’s abundant care for each and every one of us. Perhaps you don’t always feel the immediacy of God’s care.
There are moments in each of our lives when our outlook is bleak, when God’s provision doesn’t seem obvious, and when
we wonder where God is in the midst of a trying situation.
But as the good shepherd, Jesus does not wait for us to be able to name our needs and pain before he comes to heal it.
Jesus knows each one of his sheep in all their particular uniqueness: “I know my own” (John 10:14). God the good
shepherd anticipates our needs and gives generously so we may have life in Jesus’ name. This is a promise we can depend
on yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
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3901 Bill Owens Parkway

Assisting In Worship Today

Longview, Texas 75605

Celebrant: Pastor Jeffrey Borgwardt

903-295-7423

Musicians: Lou Bass, and The Chancel Choir

churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us

Lectors: 8:15: Rick Poland

www.FirstLutheran.us

10:45: Kim Cook
Flowers: Jeanette Nolen

We receive gifts for the mission of the

Church Staff

congregation and the Church in the world.

Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor
Lou V. Bass, Director of Music

An offering plate is available in the back of the

John Parsons, Dir of Youth and Family Min.

sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card

Tina Sewell, Secretary

you may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate

Karen Smith, Bookkeeper

or by scanning the QR code below

Mary Stuart & Gayle Poland, Success Center
Coordinators
Taylor Jirik, Success Center
2021 CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Jim Hernholm (President)

In ministry to those in need in our

Vivian McElligott (Vice-President)

community, foodstuffs are received to

Donna Ashby (Secretary)

support Longview Community Ministries.

Teresa DeShazer (Treasurer)

Please help keep our baskets filled to

Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God)

overflowing!

Gayle Poland (Relationship with Community)
Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One
Another)
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