8th Sunday after Pentecost
July 18, 2021

Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church
We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout
church history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.” Liturgy is defined as the
“work of the people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people,
whether leading from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation
In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is
revealed to us in Jesus Christ. Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation
of the Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist). It is in that act of eating and
drinking the true body and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a
sacred connection with God. As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as
people who have been changed by an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the
chaos and confusion of the world.
FLC regularly supports the work of the
following ministries of our denomination and
community:
Longview Community Ministries
Newgate Mission
Texas Ramps Project
Living Water International
Lutheran World Relief
Lutheran Disaster Response

An assistive listening system is available in
our sanctuary. This is a state-of-the-art
system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and
delivers great sound quality.
You may select a receiver from the basket in
the rear of the sanctuary, near the sound
booth; please return it following worship.

Any time you would like to contribute to these
ministries, you may label your offering as
such, and the church office will forward the
money to the appropriate place.
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8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JULY 18, 2021 8:15 AM & 10:45 AM
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (10:45 am)
Children up to 5th grade are invited to attend children’s church. Meet the leader at the back of the
sanctuary. The children’s church meets in the chapel. The children will return to the service just
before Holy Communion.
Please stand
CALL TO WORSHIP (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)
I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go to the house of the Lord!
Unless the Lord builds the house,
In vain do the builders labor
Surely the Lord is in this place.
This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven!
Oh, come let us worship!
Oh, come let us worship!
REPLY

Christ Be Our Light! (sing twice)
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
And of the Son,
And of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Holy God,
We question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world.
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Share with us the words of eternal life and strengthen us for life in the world.
Amen.
Beloved people of God,
Through Jesus, you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven, loved, and given the gift of abundant life.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG

The Church’s One Foundation (Stz. 1 & 2)

ELW 654

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.
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KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and protecting
us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23: 1 – 6
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be
missing, says the LORD.
5The

days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he
will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11 – 22
11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are
called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—12remember
that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is
our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its commandments and
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making
peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to
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death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the
Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and
also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together and
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling
place for God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 6:30 – 34, 53 – 56
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
30The

apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said to
them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming
and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted
place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on
foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and
he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to
teach them many things.
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53When

they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and
began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into
villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Jeff Borgwardt

SILENT REFLECTION
Please stand
HYMN OF THE DAY

The Church’s One Foundation (Stz. 3 – 5)

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
You may be seated.
OFFERING ANTHEM
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
As the gifts are presented, the congregation sings.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus, you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here,
your body, for the life of the world.
Amen.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . .
Please be seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine.
For those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice. If you
wish to receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest.
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COMMUNION SONG

Tod Sechrist

Please join in singing the distribution hymn.
Taste and See
ELW 493
Please stand
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace.
Amen.
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CANTICLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, we have received from your table
more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love and serve in the world.
In your name we pray. Amen.
BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

Go in peace! We are formed and loved by Christ to live.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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ELW 545

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Flowers on the altar today are placed in honor of Jeanette
Nolen’s birthday and in appreciation of the many years being
First Lutheran’s florist! Thank you for all you do Jeanette!

Annual School Supply Drive
July 18 –August 15
Please purchase only the items on the list.

Help us collect Travel-Size
Toiletries for Newgate Mission!
Place them in the basket
in the narthex.

T-Shirt Time!
Order Yours
in the narthex
Today!

(Deadline for ordering is July 25th.)
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3 B’s for Men
July 19th
6:00 pm
Fellowship Hall

Eastern Cluster Gathering
July 31, 2021 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
At First Lutheran Church
Cost is $5 + An offering will be
taken for Mercy Manor and SWO
Contact Deborah Butts for more
information 903-808-5169
FLC BOOK CLUB
July 20th

6:30 pm

Books & Barrels
206 N. Center St
Longview, Tx
The July book is
“The Art of Racing in the
16
Rain”
by Garth Stein

Prayer Needs
Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
FLC Members
Arlene Hicks is recovering from gall bladder surgery.
Donna O’Sullivan is having ongoing treatments.
LaKeita Walker, needs strength and wisdom.
Mary Alice Derry who is in Whispering Pines Nursing Home.
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength.
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type.
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership.
Family and Friends of FLC Members
Brad & Cathy, friends of Lou Bass. Cathy is nearing the end of life. Pray for them during this time.
Jordan Drake, niece of Stephanie Morrow, is having complications with her pregnancy.
Bob Rogers, brother-in-law of Carolyn Ramirez, is needing a new kidney.
Lynn Crowley’s sister, Elaine who has cancer.
Lynn Crowley’s brother-in-law. Don, is having kidney issues.
Xavier Sanders is in need of strength and wisdom
Kathy & Leonard Bass, need healing, strength and wisdom.
Rachel Paschall, daughter in law of Cole and Deb Paschall, who has MS.
Daryl Knotts, a friend of Bryan Poland, has cancer.
Leonard Bass, Jr, nephew of Lou Bass, having a lot of kidney related problems.
Meagan Palmer, granddaughter of Dee Stirling, suffers from Lupus.
Bob & Diana Padgett and their family for her chronic schizophrenia.
Healing for those suffering with Corona virus, and protection for those at risk.
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers.
Those who are imprisoned.
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually.
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership.
The homeless
Members Serving in the Military
Eric Jenkins – Ft. Meade, MD
Terrina Anderson – Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA
Timothy Martin – Navy
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July 18, 2021
Upside-Down Expectations
The people were expecting a powerful king. In Jesus, they were given a shepherd. They were
looking for the one who would conquer the empire with military might. In Jesus, they were shown
the way of self-sacrifice. They were used to a kingdom that celebrated the wealthy and influential.
In Jesus, they became witnesses to a kingdom that places the marginalized at the center.
Jesus arrives on the scene in today’s gospel as a stark contrast to Herod, who is the focus of the
verses immediately prior to today’s text. Herod threw a private banquet for the big names of the
day; Jesus offers healing for all on the grassy hillside. Herod perpetuated the division between the
haves and the have-nots; Jesus gathers all people for the sake of God’s merciful love. Herod seeks
to appease the economic elite, while Jesus turns the marketplace into a place of healing for
common people.
Jesus takes what we think we know about status, belonging, and leadership and turns it on its
head, shepherding us into a new way of living. With Jesus as our shepherd, we gather in worship
and prayer. We confess how we have been complacent about the old kingdom’s ways and are
freed by grace to begin again in God’s kingdom. We remember our identities in the waters of
baptism, reminded about whose we are and which king we serve. We hear God’s promises and lift
our voices in praise and take part in the banquet that is given for all. We practice generosity and
raise our voices in prayer to remember the ones whom Jesus places at the center. We go forth to
be citizens of God’s kingdom—healed, fed, forgiven—following the one true Shepherd whose
compassion knows no bounds.
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770.
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3901 Bill Owens Parkway

Assisting In Worship Today

Longview, Texas 75605

Celebrant: Pastor Jeffrey Borgwardt

903-295-7423

Musicians: Lou Bass, and The Chancel Choir

churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us

Lectors: 8:15: Bill Anderson

www.FirstLutheran.us

10:45: Leslie Jenkins
Flowers: Jeanette Nolen

We receive gifts for the mission of the

Church Staff

congregation and the Church in the world.

Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor
Lou V. Bass, Director of Music

An offering plate is available in the back of the

John Parsons, Dir of Youth and Family Min.

sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card

Tina Sewell, Secretary

you may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate

Karen Smith, Bookkeeper

or by scanning the QR code below

Mary Stuart & Gayle Poland, Success Center
Coordinators
Taylor Jirik, Success Center
2021 CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Jim Hernholm (President)

In ministry to those in need in our

Vivian McElligott (Vice-President)

community, foodstuffs are received to

Donna Ashby (Secretary)

support Longview Community Ministries.

Teresa DeShazer (Treasurer)

Please help keep our baskets filled to

Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God)

overflowing!

Gayle Poland (Relationship with Community)
Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One
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Another)

