Baptism of Our Lord
01-10-2021

Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church.
We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church
history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.” Liturgy is defined as the “work of the
people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading
from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation
In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is
revealed to us in Jesus Christ. Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the
Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion
(also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist). It is in that act of eating and drinking the true body
and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a sacred connection with God.
As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have been changed by
an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world.

FLC regularly supports the work of the
following ministries of our denomination and
community:
Longview Community Ministries
Newgate Mission
Texas Ramps Project
Living Water International
Lutheran World Relief
Lutheran Disaster Response

An assistive listening system is available in
our sanctuary. This is a state of the art
system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and
delivers great sound quality.
You may select a receiver from the basket in
the rear of the sanctuary, near the sound
booth; please return it following worship.

Any time you would like to contribute to these
ministries, you may label your offering as
such, and the church office will forward the
money to the appropriate place.
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
JANUARY 10, 2021 8:15 AM & 10:45 AM
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand
CALL TO WORSHIP (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)
I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go to the house of the Lord!
Unless the Lord builds the house,
In vain do the builders labor
Surely the Lord is in this place.
This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven!
Oh, come let us worship!
Oh, come let us worship!
REPLY (SING TWICE)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness pours over all creation.
Amen.
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Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Holy God,
you search us and know us.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your mercy.
Amen.
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own.
We are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be a community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace
in all that we do.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Angels We Have Heard on High
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your
grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
BLESSING OF LECTORS
Let us pray.
Gracious God, your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.
Send your Holy Spirit as your word is proclaimed so that all who receive it will no longer dwell in the
shadows, but will have the light of life
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1 – 5
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1 – 7
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he
found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were
you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about
twelve of them.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4 – 11
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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4John

the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins.
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
5And

9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Jeff Borgwardt

SILENT REFLECTION
Please stand
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HYMN OF THE DAY

11

(10:45 AM) INSTALLATION OF THE SUCCESS CENTER STAFF AND
THE 2021 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
(8:15 AM) APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
You may be seated.
OFFERING ANTHEM
Please stand
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right…we praise your name and join in their unending hymn.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . .
Please be seated
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine. For
those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice. If you wish to
receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest.
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COMMUNION SONG

Tod Sechrist
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Please join in singing the distribution hymns.
Sing twice.
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Please stand
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen.
CANTICLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG
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Go in peace! We are formed and loved by Christ to live.
Thanks be to God.
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CHOIR REPLY
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POSTLUDE
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved
Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770 and One License.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHOIR REHEARSAL SUNDAY
MORNINGS 9:30 AM
There will be no choir rehearsals on Wednesday nights
during the month of January.

The Success Center will be launching on
January 12, 2021 servicing K – 5th
grade. The Center will open from 3:30 – 5:30
on Tuesday and Thursday starting with
registration, snack, tutoring, group and play
time followed by parent pick up. We will have
group projects, a small computer lab,
monitored outside play, and snacks.

LONGVIEW COMMUNITY MINISTRIES
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY FOOD
DRIVE/CONTEST

There is still a need for volunteers. You
don't have to be good at "new" math or a whiz
at writing research papers. We need adults
who can do things like, listen to a child read,
help with spelling words or monitor the play
area. If this sounds like something you are
interested in, give John a call at 903-2309743 and he will find you a place where you
can help a child!

Bring non-perishable food items during
the month of January. Support LCM and
let’s win the trophy back!!

Personalized 2021 giving
envelopes are now
available in the narthex.
Stop by and pick yours up
today! If you don’t see any
with your name on them,
talk to Pastor Jeff or call
the church office.

Monday January 11, 6:30 pm
Bunco in the fellowship hall
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Prayer Needs
Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
FLC Members
Joanne Sherrell has COVID and is in insolation at Summer Meadows
John Parsons has COVID
Betty Holmen is currently hospitalized with COVID-19.
Albert Holmen is in need of strength as he is home alone and cannot visit Betty.
Mary Alice Derry who is hospitalized with COVID-19.
Dorinda Harper who is in ICU with COVID-19.
Joe Kalenda is having severe back pain.
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength.
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type.
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership.
Family and Friends of FLC Members
The Anderson family, friends of John Parsons, the father of the family has died after an extended illness,
and now they all have COVID.
Lynn Crowley’s step brother, Charles Campbell, has COVID and is in ICU on a ventilator.
Todd Smith family is recovering from COVID-19.
The family of Hershal Gage, son of Betty Holmen. He died 12/18/2020.
Larry, Lynn Crowley’s friend who has many health issues.
Leonard Bass, Jr, nephew of Lou Bass, having a lot of kidney related problems.
Mary Ann Gamel’s niece who has COVID.
The family of Mark Threlkeld, who died on 12/18 in a car accident.
The family of Keisha Smith, a friend of Larry Rhodes, who died December 16th.
Lynn Crowley’s daughter who is hospitalized with COVID-19 complications.
Lynn Crowley’s sister, Elaine, is under hospice care. Pray for strength for her and the family.
Josh Dawson, son-in-law of Karen Smith, has COVID, pray for healing and that his wife and child do not
get sick.
Janet, friend of LaKeita Walker, is having heart and kidney trouble and is very weak.
The family of Marlene Downing.
Kathy, Lou Bass’ sister-in-law, who has been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer in her neck.
Meagan Palmer, granddaughter of Dee Stirling, suffers from Lupus.
Bob & Diana Padgett and their family for her chronic schizophrenia.
Healing for those suffering with Corona virus, and protection for those at risk.
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers.
Those who are imprisoned.
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually.
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership.
The homeless
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Members Serving in the Military
Eric Jenkins – Ft. Meade, MD
Terrina Anderson – Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA
Timothy Martin – Navy

Please remember those who are homebound
during this time. Give them a call, send a card or
find some way to reach out and remind them that
you are thinking of them.
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
A Hitch in the Story
Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose? The hammering of parents’ expectations?
Maybe the privilege of being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as peculiar as his diet and wardrobe?
What desire drove John to the wilderness, into the water of the Jordan? What ignited his fiery
proclamation of repentance and forgiveness? What current pulled crowds from city and country into the
water?
One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled by the Holy Spirit, predicted by an angel. Yet
there is a hitch in the story. Four easily missed but utterly important words gum up the works of any timid
or tidy explanations: “I am not worthy” (Mark 1:7).
Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to torrents of wonder, floods of hope, drenching
relief and recovery.
For some years the two friends had been together through what we often call the thick and the thin. They
knew this and that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one another’s lives. And not only the trivial. They
probed each other’s shadowed corridors and crumbling edges. Still, there were secrets, withholdings. One
day, for reasons wrapped with nothing but the ragged swaddling of unaccountable grace, one said to the
other, “It has been such a long, lonely journey, carrying a suitcase filled with secrets, the shames and
deceptions I’ve folded and packed.” Then he began to tell. To confess. A repenting, a turning. His friend’s
eyes filled with tears that watered his cheeks and dripped into his lap. All he could say through the flood
was, “I love you all the more.”
Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words, “I am not worthy,” is one stronger word, the
word of the more powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who say, “I am not worthy,” Jesus
answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.”
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Assisting In Worship Today
Celebrant: Pastor Jeffrey Borgwardt
Musicians: Lou Bass, and The Chancel Choir
Flowers: Jeanette Nolen

3901 Bill Owens Parkway
Longview, Texas 75605
903-295-7423
churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us
www.FirstLutheran.us

Church Staff
Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor
Lou V. Bass, Director of Music
John Parsons, Director of Youth and Family Min.
Tina Sewell, Secretary
Karen Smith, Bookkeeper
Margaret Renner, Tutoring Center Coordinator

We receive gifts for the mission of the
congregation and the Church in the world.
An offering plate is available in the back of the
sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card
you may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate
or by scanning the QR code below

2021 CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Jim Hernholm (President)
Vivian McElligott (Vice-President)
Donna Ashby (Secretary)
Teresa DeShazer (Treasurer)
Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God)
Gayle Poland (Relationship with Community)
Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One Another)

In ministry to those in need in our community,
foodstuffs are received to support
Longview Community Ministries.
Please help keep our baskets filled to
overflowing!
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