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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church. 

We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church 

history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.”  Liturgy is defined as the “work of the 

people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading 

from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation 

In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the 

Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion 

(also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist).  It is in that act of eating and drinking the true body 

and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a sacred connection with God.  

As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have been changed by 

an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world. 

 

 

FLC regularly supports the work of the 
following ministries of our denomination and 
community: 

Longview Community Ministries 
Newgate Mission 
Texas Ramps Project 
Living Water International 
Lutheran World Relief  
Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
Any time you would like to contribute to these 
ministries, you may label your offering as 
such, and the church office will forward the 
money to the appropriate place. 
 

 

 

 
 

An assistive listening system is available in 

our sanctuary. This is a state of the art 

system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and 

delivers great sound quality.   

You may select a receiver from the basket in 

the rear of the sanctuary, near the sound 

booth; please return it following worship.  
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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
FEBRUARY 28, 2021 8:15 AM & 10:45 AM 

 
 

PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY) 
 
I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go to the house of the Lord! 
Unless the Lord builds the house, 
In vain do the builders labor 
Surely the Lord is in this place.  
This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven! 
Oh, come let us worship! 
Oh, come let us worship! 
 
REPLY 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 
compassion. 
. 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG           (STZ. 1 & 2) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the 
means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF THE LECTORS 
 
Please be seated.  
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1 – 7, 15 – 16  
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will 
make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is 
my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be 
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise 
to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13 – 25  
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the 
law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is 
null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to 
all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when 
he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), 
or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God 
was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
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righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for 
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who 
was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 8:31 – 38  
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will 
it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jeff Borgwardt 

SILENT REFLECTION 

Please stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           (STZ. 3 & 4) 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
You may be seated. 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM   
 
Please stand 
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Faithful God, 
you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in this meal, 
that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join in their unending hymn. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . . 
 
Please be seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that 
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine.  For 
those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice.  If you wish to 

receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest. 
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COMMUNION SONG                         Tod Sechrist 
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Please join in singing the distribution hymns. 
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Please stand 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen. 
 
CANTICLE 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
God of steadfast love, 
at this table you gather your people 
into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION    
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 
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Go in peace! We are formed and loved by Christ to live. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHOIR REPLY 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 
  

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved 
 
Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770 and One License. 

 

Wednesdays in Lent 

Services Wednesdays  
  12:00 pm and 6:15 pm 

 

Watch Facebook  
live if you are unable 
 to attend in person. 

 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 

Morning Study Group  

9:00 am March 2nd and  

March 16th  

In the First Lutheran  

Fellowship Hall 

All are welcome! 

  

 

 

DORCAS CIRCLE 

Evening Study Group 

7:00 pm March 8 on Zoom 

Meeting ID: 827 3948 3292 

Passcode: 7423 

One tap mobile 

1(346)248+7799    *7423 
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Prayer Needs 
Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us 
 
FLC Members 
The family of Lefty Vogt, who died Feb 17th. 
Mary Alice Derry who is in Whispering Pines Nursing Home.  
Joe Kalenda is having severe back pain. 
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength. 
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type. 
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership. 
 
Family and Friends of FLC Members  
Daryl Knotts, a friend of Bryan Poland, has cancer. 
Karen & Jochen, daughter and son-in-law of the Landingers, family needs prayer. 
Debby Brown, friend of Carolyn Ramirez, is recovering from a heart attack. 
Stacey & Michelle Kirkindoll, son of David Kirkindoll, house burned, and they’ve lost everything.  
Leonard Bass, Jr, nephew of Lou Bass, having a lot of kidney related problems. 
Kathy, Lou Bass’ sister-in-law, who has been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer in her neck. 
Meagan Palmer, granddaughter of Dee Stirling, suffers from Lupus. 
Bob & Diana Padgett and their family for her chronic schizophrenia. 
Healing for those suffering with Corona virus, and protection for those at risk. 
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers. 
Those who are imprisoned. 
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually. 
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership. 
The homeless 
 
Members Serving in the Military 
Eric Jenkins – Ft. Meade, MD  
Terrina Anderson – Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA 
Timothy Martin – Navy  
 
 
 

Please remember those who are homebound during this time. 

Give them a call, send a card or find some way to reach out 

and remind them that you are thinking of them. 

mailto:prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
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February 28, 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

A Love That Lets Go 

Sometimes we are just not to be trusted with the task of loving. When we really, really 

love someone or something, our fingers can grasp too tightly, and our fists clench a 

little too firmly. For fear of losing what we love, we can squeeze the life out of what we 

were trying to protect. 

Today, Jesus announces the trajectory of his mission: he is going to be put to death 

after great suffering and rejection, and he is going to be raised from the dead on the 

third day. This announcement sends Peter’s hands reaching out to hold onto Jesus 

with fierce firmness. Peter doesn’t want to lose the one he loves, and he goes so far as 

to shame and criticize Jesus for his words. 

Have you ever acted like Peter, letting fear of losing someone you love thwart your 

ability to actually love them? 

When Jesus says that those who try to save their lives are going to lose their lives, he 

is talking about our instinct to hold on too tightly to the things that we love. Somewhere 

in this move, our love actually becomes control. In the moment when the instinct to 

control takes hold, love and life are lost. 

Jesus’ words invite us to back up. We acknowledge our tight grip on God, on each 

other, on our own hearts. We let a little air in to those places where our tight grip has 

been suffocating life. We gather to worship a God who loves this world so deeply that 

God would rather die at our hands than coerce us into reciprocating that love. Today, 

we come to know God’s love, which never seeks to control or pin us down, but which 

breathes life into the world. 
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3901 Bill Owens Parkway 
Longview, Texas 75605 
903-295-7423  
churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us 
www.FirstLutheran.us 
 
 
We receive gifts for the mission of the 
congregation and the Church in the world.  
 
An offering plate is available in the back of the 
sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card 
you may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate  
or by scanning the QR code below 

 
 
In ministry to those in need in our community, 
foodstuffs are received to support 
 Longview Community Ministries.  
 Please help keep our baskets filled to 
overflowing! 

Assisting In Worship Today 
Celebrant: Pastor Jeffrey Borgwardt 
Musicians: Lou Bass, and The Chancel Choir 
Flowers: Jeanette Nolen 
 
Church Staff 
Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor  
Lou V. Bass, Director of Music 
John Parsons, Director of Youth and Family Min. 
Tina Sewell, Secretary 
Karen Smith, Bookkeeper 
 
 
2021 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Jim Hernholm (President) 
Vivian McElligott (Vice-President) 
Donna Ashby (Secretary) 
Teresa DeShazer (Treasurer) 
Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God) 
Gayle Poland (Relationship with Community) 
Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One Another) 

mailto:churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us
http://www.firstlutheran.us/
http://www.firstlutheran.us/

