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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church 

 

We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church 

history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.”  Liturgy is defined as the “work of the 

people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading 

from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation 

 

In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the 

Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion 

(also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist).  It is in that act of eating and drinking the true body 

and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a sacred connection with God.  

As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have been changed by 

an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world. 

 

 

FLC regularly supports the work of the 
following ministries of our denomination and 
community: 

Longview Community Ministries 
Newgate Mission 
Texas Ramps Project 
Living Water International 
Lutheran World Relief  
Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
Any time you would like to contribute to these 
ministries, you may label your offering as 
such, and the church office will forward the 
money to the appropriate place. 
 

 

 

 
 

An assistive listening system is available in 

our sanctuary. This is a state of the art 

system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and 

delivers great sound quality.   

You may select a receiver from the basket in 

the rear of the sanctuary, near the sound 

booth; please return it following worship.  
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
DECEMBER 5, 2021 

PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (10:45 am) 
Children up to 5th grade are invited to attend children’s church. Meet the leader at the back of the 
sanctuary. The children’s church meets in the chapel. The children will return to the service just before 
Holy Communion. 
 
Please stand  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material things. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, O God, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
you are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
recipients of God’s mercy 
and your sins are forgiven, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG         (STZ 1, 3 – 5)  ELW 260 

 

 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, 
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
 
The Word became flesh and lived among us.  
And we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
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The Word was life,  
And the life was the light of all people. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people of 
the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1 – 4  
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in 
the days of old and as in former years. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3 – 11  
 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the 
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for 
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is 
my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, 
so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:1 – 6  
 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON         Pastor Jeff Borgwardt 

SILENT REFLECTION 

Please stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          ELW 254 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
You may be seated. 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM 
 
Please stand 
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PRESENTATION OF GIFTS (SING TWICE) 
 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join in their unending hymn. 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . . 
 
Please be seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that 
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine.  For 
those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice.  If you wish to 

receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest. 
 
COMMUNION SONG         Tod Sechrist 
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Please join in singing the distribution hymns. 
            ELW 494 
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Please stand 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen. 
 
CANTICLE 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION    
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG         (STZ 1 & 4) ELW 259 

 



18 
 

Go in peace! We are formed and loved by Christ to live. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National  
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770 

One License A-735793 

Children are invited to join in the fun at our Penguin Party! Come Saturday, December 

11th, from 1-4pm for a fun time of meeting Santa, playing games, singing, crafting, and 

laughing together. Children will even come home with a wrapped Christmas present for 

the person of their choosing. Ambitious little ones may even come with two or three! 

Contact John Parsons at youth@firstlutheran.us for more information. 

  

mailto:youth@firstlutheran.us
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

December 5, 2021   6:00 pm 

First United Methodist 400 N. Fredonia St. 

Blue Christmas services are designed for those who 

struggle during the holiday season, often due to the 

death of a loved one, a job loss, transitions in life, or 

many other things.  

  

Worship Schedule for the Holiday Season 
Sunday December 5, 12 & 19  

8:15 am & 10:45 am  

Christmas Eve Worship 
4:00 pm &  6:00 pm  

December 26 & January 2 
9:30 am only 

 

Angel Tree 2021 
 There are still a few angels on the tree in the 

narthex. 

 Gifts should be returned to the Church by 

December 15, wrapped, and tagged with the 

Angel you chose.  We will then sort and 

deliver them on December 17.  If you have any 

questions or would like to help with sorting or 

delivery, please contact me at 903-295-

1368(H) or 903-736-8546(C).  Thank you again 

for showing the love of Christ in this very 

special way!   

Renee Slegeir 

  

 

 

The December meeting/dinner will be on Monday, 

December 13, at Milano’s on Loop 281. There will be no 

book discussion, this would be a great time to JOIN US!! 

Please RSVP Mary Stuart (903)738-3613 

    A WATER WELL FOR CHRISTMAS? 

 

Would you like to give someone a gift for Christmas that has 

no supply chain or shipping issues? You might want to 

consider giving a donation toward a water well rehabilitation 

project in Sierra Leone through our work with Living Water 

International. It is quite literally the gift that keeps on giving! 

 

Our church has completed four water well projects in Sierra 

Leone since 2015. The pandemic has slowed our efforts for 

quite a while, so it is time to get going again. We have $500 

in our account toward a goal of $3500 to fund a rehab of a 

broken/inoperable well to again bring clean water to people 

who have no source of safe, life-giving water. 

 

You may simply write a check to the church or give online. Be 

sure to put Water Well on the memo line. This may be exactly 

the gift that someone in your life would really appreciate! 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to ask Belinda Walenta. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT WEEK: 

Monday, December 6 Tuesday, December 7 Wednesday, December 8 

 9:00 am Friendship Circle 

3:30 pm Success Center 

5:30 pm Fitness Class 

6:30 pm Recovery Group 

6:00 pm Confirmation 

7:00 pm Youth Group 

7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 9 Friday, December 10 Saturday, December 11 

3:30 pm Success Center 

5:30 pm Fitness Class 

11:30 am Rotary  1:00 pm – 4:00 pm Penguin 

Party for Children’s Ministry 

Sunday, December 12 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

Volunteer Schedule this 

week: 

Volunteer Schedule next 

week: 

8:15 am Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 

9:30 am Bible Study 

10:00 am Choir Rehearsal 

10:45 am Worship w/Holy 

Communion  

6:00 pm Bible Study w/  

Dr. Martin Batts 

December 5 

Lector: 

8:15 am: Bill Anderson 

10:45 am: Kim Cook 

Communion: 

Set up: Carolyn Ramirez 

Clean Up: Lucy Maxwell 

December 12 

Lector:  

8:15 am: Dee Stirling 

10:45 am: Teresa DeShazer 

Communion: 

Set up: Betty & Virgil Brown 

Clean Up: Teresa DeShazer 
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Prayer Needs 

FLC Members 
The family of John Lowe, who died 11/21/21.  
Lou Bass is in need of strength and healing. 
Kerrin Crawford, 17 year old granddaughter of Deb Butts, is continuing to fight leukemia. 
Donna O’Sullivan is in need of healing and strength. 
Elo Zinke is in need of strength. 
LaKeita Walker, needs strength and wisdom. 
Mary Alice Derry who is in Whispering Pines Nursing Home.  
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength. 
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type. 
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership. 
 
Family and Friends of FLC Members  
Mike Shannon is having multiple health problems.  
The family of Pauline Lukash who died 11/17/21. 
Wendy Shen, Hong Shen’s mother, has liver cancer.  
Tori, Noah Tramel’s sister-in-law, has cancer in her pancreas and one lymph node. 
Xavier Sanders needs strength and wisdom 
Kathy & Leonard Bass, need healing, strength, and wisdom. 
Rachel Paschall, daughter in law of Cole and Deb Paschall, who has MS. 
Daryl Knotts, a friend of Bryan Poland, has cancer. 
Bob & Diana Padgett and their family for her chronic schizophrenia. 
Healing for those suffering with COVID, and protection for those at risk. 
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers. 
Those who are imprisoned. 
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually. 
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership. 
The homeless 
 
Members Serving in the Military 
Eric Jenkins – Seoul, South Korea  
Terrina Anderson – Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA 
Timothy Martin – Navy  
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December 5, 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Life in the Wilderness 

The American Red Cross offers a training called Wilderness and Remote First Aid, during which 

participants learn skills to be used in case of emergencies such as low blood sugar, hypothermia, and 

burns when professional help is unavailable or far away. For someone experiencing a health crisis in a 

wilderness setting, a companion with remote first aid skills can be lifesaving. 

When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, readers are told that the word of God came to 

John in the wilderness. The wilderness mentioned here brings to mind a place that is remote, sparsely 

populated, and rugged. Yet there is a sense of another wilderness being illuminated here as well—the 

wilderness of a messy world where some have wealth and status while others experience food insecurity, 

injustice, and homelessness. 

It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims that one is coming through whom “all flesh shall 

see the salvation of God” (Luke 3:6). Luke’s intentional listing of all the authorities in power (vv. 1-2) 

indicates that he wants readers to know just how different John the Baptist and, more importantly, the one 

he proclaims are from the rulers of the day. 

People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet throughout his ministry John was clear that it 

wasn’t about him or his personal agenda but rather the work of God through him. He pointed to the 

Promised One and to the salvation Jesus offers. Like Jesus, John proclaimed a message that extended to 

the vulnerable and spoke of caring for our neighbors. 

Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to go into the wilderness, to bring good news to the 

little and the least, and to proclaim the work of God in our lives, through both our actions and our words. 

As we do, we bear witness to the promise that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the one who leads us from 

death to life. 
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3901 Bill Owens Parkway 

Longview, Texas 75605 

903-295-7423  

churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us 

www.FirstLutheran.us 

 

We receive gifts for the mission of the 

congregation and the Church in the world.  

 

An offering plate is available in the back of the 

sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card 

you may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate  

or by scanning the QR code below 

 

 

In ministry to those in need in our  

community, foodstuffs are received to 

 support Longview Community Ministries.  

 Please help keep our baskets filled to 

overflowing! 

 

Assisting In Worship Today 

Celebrant: Pastor Jeffrey Borgwardt 

Musicians: Lou Bass, Donna Ashby  

and The Chancel Choir 

Lectors: 8:15: Bill Anderson 

10:45: Kim Cook 

Flowers: Jeanette Nolen 

 

Church Staff 

Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor  

Lou V. Bass, Director of Music 

John Parsons, Dir. of Youth and Family Min. 

Tina Sewell, Secretary 

Karen Smith, Bookkeeper 

Mary Stuart & Gayle Poland, Success Center 

Coordinators 

Taylor Jirik, Success Center  

 

2021 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Jim Hernholm (President) 

Vivian McElligott (Vice-President) 

Donna Ashby (Secretary) 

Teresa DeShazer (Treasurer) 

Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God) 

Gayle Poland (Relationship with Community) 

Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One Another) 

mailto:churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us
http://www.firstlutheran.us/
http://www.firstlutheran.us/

