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Welcome to worship at First Lutheran Church. 

We worship God using the form of worship which has been used by Christians throughout church 

history, which is commonly called “liturgical worship.”  Liturgy is defined as the “work of the 

people,” which means that this is a participatory form of worship for all people, whether leading 

from the front, or singing and responding as a part of the congregation 

In worship, we come out of the chaos of the world to prepare ourselves to meet God, who is 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ.  Through confession/forgiveness, prayer, and proclamation of the 

Word of God, we are led to the center of our worship which is the celebration of Holy Communion 

(also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist).  It is in that act of eating and drinking the true body 

and blood of Jesus in the forms of bread and wine, that we make a sacred connection with God.  

As our worship concludes, we are sent back into the world, as people who have been changed by 

an encounter with God, to be light in the midst of the chaos and confusion of the world. 

 

 

FLC regularly supports the work of the 
following ministries of our denomination and 
community: 

Longview Community Ministries 
Newgate Mission 
Texas Ramps Project 
Living Water International 
Lutheran World Relief  
Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
Any time you would like to contribute to these 
ministries, you may label your offering as 
such, and the church office will forward the 
money to the appropriate place. 
 

 

 

 
 

An assistive listening system is available in 

our sanctuary. This is a state of the art 

system by Anchor Audio, it is durable and 

delivers great sound quality.   

You may select a receiver from the basket in 

the rear of the sanctuary, near the sound 

booth; please return it following worship.  
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
APRIL 11, 2021 8:15 AM & 10:45 AM 

 
 

PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY) 
 
I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go to the house of the Lord! 
Unless the Lord builds the house, 
In vain do the builders labor 
Surely the Lord is in this place.  
This is the house of God, this is the gate of heaven! 
Oh, come let us worship! 
Oh, come let us worship! 
 
REPLY 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, 
And of the Son, 
And of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
All desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
And cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
By what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
And walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.  
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
And for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,  
And by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
The entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
In the name of the Father, 
And of the Son, 
And of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
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GATHERING SONG           (STZ. 1 & 2) 
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GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 



8 
 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, 
enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated.  
 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32 – 35  
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as 
any had need. 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 John1:1 – 2:2 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, 
and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was 
revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these 
things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is 
no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 
and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 
 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19 – 31   
 
The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So 
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON           Pastor Jeff Borgwardt 

SILENT REFLECTION 
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Please stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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You may be seated. 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM   
 
Please stand 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
 
 
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join in their unending hymn. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. . . . 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to commune. We teach that 
Holy Communion is a celebration of the real presence of Christ under forms of bread and wine.  For 
those who prefer, cups in the center ring of the tray are filled with white grape juice.  If you wish to 

receive a blessing, signal this by crossing your arms against your chest. 
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COMMUNION SONG         Tod Sechrist 
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Please join in singing the distribution hymns.  
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Please stand 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. Amen. 
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CANTICLE 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION    
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG          (Stz. 1 & 3) 

 
 
Go in peace! We are formed and loved by Christ to live. 
Thanks be to God. 
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CHOIR REPLY 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35821. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved 
 
Additional music reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3104770 and One License. 
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Dorcas Circle  

Bible Study 

April 12, 7:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall  

at FLC 

3 B’s for Men 

April 19 

6:00 pm 

Fellowship Hall at 

FLC 

Bunco 

April 19 

6:30 pm 

FLC 

Flowers on the altar today are placed by Tim Owens in honor of 

 Pam Owens’ birthday April 8th. 

Happy Birthday Pam! 

 
 

The Leo & Melba Sparkman Memorial Scholarship 
In honor and memory of Leo and Melba Sparkman, a $500 annual college 

scholarship has been established for members of First Lutheran Church who are 
high school students planning to attend college upon graduation. Melba loved to 

encourage young people to pursue further education after high school, so her 
memory will be honored in this scholarship through the generosity of friends and 
family who contributed to the memorial fund.   Applications are available through 
the church office.  These must be returned by May 15 with a transcript, teacher 

recommendation, statement of needs and future aspirations.   
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Prayer Needs 

Please send all prayer requests and updates to the church office at: prayerchain@firstlutheran.us 
 
FLC Members 
Donna O’Sullivan she had an infusion on 4/8, and an appointment with the kidney doctor in Dallas. 
Prayers of thanksgiving because David Smith has been cancer free for 1 year! 
LaKeita Walker, needs strength and wisdom 
Ray Tucker has been admitted to Hospice home care due to declining health. 
Renea Tucker, is needing prayer for strength and discernment.  
The family of Lefty Vogt, who died Feb 17th. 
Mary Alice Derry who is in Whispering Pines Nursing Home.  
Bob and Pat Mueller need prayers for strength. 
Debbie Graham suffers with Multiple System Atrophy-Cerebellar type. 
Pray for wisdom for our church leadership. 
 
Family and Friends of FLC Members  
Xavier Sanders is in need of strength and wisdom 
Kathy & Leonard Bass, need healing, strength and wisdom. 
Prayers are needed for, Mary Doug & Lindy Baker & family, friends of Shirley & Johnny Davis. Their son, 
Bailey Baker, passed away Saturday.  Very unexpected. 
Rachel Paschall, daughter in law of Cole and Deb Paschall, who has MS. 
Glenda Pearce, friend of Lou Bass, has fallen and splintered her hip. She is recovering from surgery. 
The family of Chris Gates (age 43), who died 2/25. 
Tom, friend of Tim and Donna O’Sullivan, is having complications from COVID and is hospitalized.  
Pray for Vivian McElligott’s friend Edda Witfield whose husband, Don, died on 02/25. Also, Edda is 
suffering from a broken hip. 
Daryl Knotts, a friend of Bryan Poland, has cancer. 
Stacey & Michelle Kirkindoll, son of David Kirkindoll, house burned, and they’ve lost everything.  
Leonard Bass, Jr, nephew of Lou Bass, having a lot of kidney related problems. 
Meagan Palmer, granddaughter of Dee Stirling, suffers from Lupus. 
Bob & Diana Padgett and their family for her chronic schizophrenia. 
Healing for those suffering with Corona virus, and protection for those at risk. 
Alzheimer's patients and their caregivers. 
Those who are imprisoned. 
Pray for church growth, numerically and spiritually. 
Pray for wisdom and direction for our church leadership. 
The homeless 
 
Members Serving in the Military 
Eric Jenkins – Ft. Meade, MD  
Terrina Anderson – Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA 
Timothy Martin – Navy  

mailto:prayerchain@firstlutheran.us
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April 11, 2021 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

From Fear to Freedom 

The disciples had good reason to be afraid. Their teacher, perceived as a threat to social, political, and 

religious order, had just been crucified; now with rumors swirling about his mysterious resurrection, it 

wasn’t clear if Jesus’ followers would face the same dire fate on a cross. Today, most of us, fortunately, 

can live without fear regarding when and where we are able to worship. At the same time, when we take a 

moment to look at the world around us, it doesn’t take long to notice what a strong influence fear has on 

our lives. 

Fear not of things like tornadoes or spiders or bats, but rather fear of things that keep our hearts closed off 

from others and God and that keep our truest selves locked up inside. As it was for the disciples in today’s 

reading, our unaddressed fears can get in the way of our recognizing what Jesus is doing in our midst. 

They turn us in toward ourselves rather than outward toward those who could be blessed by our gifts and 

who need our care and love. They keep us from growing in our relationship with God and as the people 

God has created us to be. 

Although it can be scary to acknowledge our fear of being inadequate or of losing control or of being 

alone, or whatever our deepest fear may be, when we do, that’s when something powerful can happen. A 

sense of peace and joy is never far away. Not only are we released from our fear, but giving voice to our 

fears can set others free from theirs as well. 

When Jesus appeared to those first disciples locked together behind closed doors, he came offering 

peace, and he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. In that moment their lives were changed—forever, and for 

good. The same is true for us when we dare to surrender our fears to God and embrace God’s future for 

us with courage. 

Please remember those who are homebound during this time. 

Give them a call, send a card or find some way to reach out 

and remind them that you are thinking of them. 
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3901 Bill Owens Parkway 

Longview, Texas 75605 

903-295-7423  

churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us 

www.FirstLutheran.us 

 

 

We receive gifts for the mission of the 

congregation and the Church in the world.  

 

An offering plate is available in the back of the 

sanctuary. If you prefer to give by credit card 

you may do so at www.firstlutheran.us/donate  

or by scanning the QR code below 

 

 

In ministry to those in need in our community, 

foodstuffs are received to support 

 Longview Community Ministries.  

 Please help keep our baskets filled to 

overflowing! 

Assisting In Worship Today 

Celebrant: Pastor Jeffrey Borgwardt 

Musicians: Lou Bass, and The Chancel Choir 

Flowers: Jeanette Nolen 

 

Church Staff 

Jeffrey E. Borgwardt, Pastor  

Lou V. Bass, Director of Music 

John Parsons, Director of Youth and Family Min. 

Tina Sewell, Secretary 

Karen Smith, Bookkeeper 

Mary Stuart & Gayle Poland, Success Center 

Coordinators 

 

 

2021 CONGREGATION COUNCIL 

Jim Hernholm (President) 

Vivian McElligott (Vice-President) 

Donna Ashby (Secretary) 

Teresa DeShazer (Treasurer) 

Leslie Jenkins (Relationship with God) 

Gayle Poland (Relationship with Community) 

Rachel Grundmann (Relationship with One Another) 

mailto:churchsecretary@firstlutheran.us
http://www.firstlutheran.us/
http://www.firstlutheran.us/

