
 

 

 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 12:1-19 
JOURNAL BY BRENDA FLICK 
 
 
SCRIPTURE: IS THERE A VERSE(S) THAT STOOD OUT TO ME?   

John 12:2-3 - …Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table 
with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured 
it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 

OBSERVATION: WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO ME? 

God is saying to me that there are many different roles to be filled in carrying out His 
plan. 

Mary was probably preparing and serving food. Lazarus was at the table with Jesus 
resting/eating. Mary, in an extravagant act of worship, poured perfume on Jesus’ feet. 

I like to imagine myself at this scene. If I had been Martha, would I have been too 
consumed with the task at hand to miss the enjoyment of literally serving the King? Or 
worse yet, would I have been bothered by my sister Mary once again stealing the center 
of attention? If I were Lazarus, would I be too distracted by the fact that I was recently 
dead to prevent me from being present with my Lord and Savior and enjoy His 
company? If I were Mary, would I have let my concerns about the opinions of others 
interfere with my desire to worship Jesus in a way my heart felt led? 

When God’s plan is being fulfilled, the evil one will try his best to thwart our efforts. 
Keeping my eyes on Jesus will prevent me from being distracted or misguided. 

APPLICATION: WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT? 

There are 3 things I will do. I am going to enjoy and embrace the role God has given me 
during this season of my life. I will continue to seek His will and clarification of that role 
by reading scripture and praying daily. I will make every effort to encourage and pray for 
others when I recognize a role they are fulfilling. 

PRAYER: HOW CAN GOD HELP ME LIVE THIS OUT? 

God, thank you for the role I fill in your plan. Guide me to recognize with clarity where 

you want me each day, and help me to be an encouragement to those around me who 



also struggle as I do to be a living sacrifice. May we learn to serve side by side in grace 

and love for one another. Amen. 


