
 

 

 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 18:1-40 
JOURNAL BY ELLEN HAMBLEY 
 
 
SCRIPTURE: IS THERE A VERSE(S) THAT STOOD OUT TO ME?   

John 18: 4-6 - Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked 
them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. 
(And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am he,” they 
drew back and fell to the ground. 

John 18: 17 - “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter. He 
replied, “I am not.” 

OBSERVATION: WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO ME? 

God is reminding me that it is easy for me to be persuaded by this world, and to be 
tempted to deny Him, whether in obvious or subtle ways. Just as Peter allowed fear to 
drive him to deny any association with Jesus, I sometimes allow myself to be influenced 
to remain quiet about my love for Jesus. And at the same time, He is reminding me that 
even as I deny Him, Jesus never abandons me. Jesus willingly gave Himself up in 
sacrificial love for me, knowing my brokenness and knowing that I am prone to falter 
when it comes to declaring His truth. 

APPLICATION: WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT? 

There are certain friendships in my life in which I am hesitant in openly sharing my love 
for Jesus. First, I will commit to spending time in prayer, asking God for boldness in my 
conversations with those friends. Also, I will commit to asking my Move Group to join 
me in prayer and to hold me accountable in sharing the transforming work that Jesus 
has done in my life with those of my friends who are far from God. 

PRAYER: HOW CAN GOD HELP ME LIVE THIS OUT? 

Father, thank you for your unfailing love toward me, even in my brokenness. I ask for 

boldness in my conversations with the people in my life who do not have a relationship 

with you yet. Lord, I know the transformative power of the gospel, and I pray that I would 

not hesitate in sharing it with everyone. I don’t want them to miss out on what you have 

for them! I pray expectantly, trusting that you will speak through me in my 

conversations, and that you will use me for the furthering of your kingdom. Amen. 


