
 

 

 

TODAY’S READING: JOHN 15:1-17 
JOURNAL BY ERIC FERGUSON 
 
 
SCRIPTURE: IS THERE A VERSE(S) THAT STOOD OUT TO ME?   

John 15:4-5 – Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; 
it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the 
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 

OBSERVATION: WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO ME? 

Jesus gives us this incredible illustration of the vine and branches to help us understand 
the source for everything.  Jesus makes it very clear that the only way we have an 
impact for God’s Kingdom is by remaining connected to Him.  We live in a world where 
we begin to think we can follow Jesus apart from Jesus.  Jesus says, “apart from me 
you can do NOTHING.”  He also gives us the promise that by staying connected to him, 
“you will bear MUCH fruit.”  Here’s what I have experienced over and over in my life:  
The more connected to Jesus I am, the more that He moves.  The more I surrender my 
agenda to him and ask him to move, the more I experience the power of God at work in 
my life.  As I look around at the work and the people God seems to be blessing, there is 
a direct connection to the commitment to remaining connected to God.  Their prayer life 
is the driving force of the way they live. 

APPLICATION: WHAT AM I GOING TO DO ABOUT IT? 

If I am going to bear much fruit, I need to remain connected to Jesus.  That means I 
need to spend time with him throughout the day.  I need to surrender my day to him first 
thing in the morning, and I need to REMAIN connected to him as I serve others.  I am 
going to schedule specific times daily in my calendar to “remain connected” this week. 

PRAYER: HOW CAN GOD HELP ME LIVE THIS OUT? 

Jesus, I know that apart from you I am nothing.  Forgive me for the times when I think 

“I’ve got this.”  The truth is “you’ve got it.” Jesus you are the one who has victory over 

everything.  Thank you for making it possible to remain connected and desiring a 

relationship with me.  I want you to be the center of my life.  Amen. 

 


