Jesus, Are You The One?
Matthew 11:1-19   After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee. 2  When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples3 to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 4  Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” 

I. THE TRUE MESSIAH STIRS UP TROUBLING QUESTIONS.

A. Jesus stirs up questions because he does not fix our problems like we think he should.

B. Jesus does not condemn the honest questions of uncertain Christians.

C. The real Jesus is loving and amazing but disturbing and demanding all at the same time.

II. THE TRUE MESSIAH REQUIRES A PROFOUND RESPONSE.

A. The answer of Jesus is indirect.

Had he done so (that is had he simply said, Yes I am the one.) He might have answered John's intellect, but not his heart. After a few hours the assurance would have waxed dim, and he would have questioned again…. One question always leads to another as long as the heart is unsatisfied.


God might, had he so willed, have written in starry characters across the sky the divine words: “I am Jehovah, and ye shall have no other gods before me” This might have awed the intellect but it would not have convinced the heart. 


The evidence of the unseen and eternal must be given, not to the startled physical sense but to the soul. Some other deeper method must be adopted; the heart must be taught to wait, trust, and accept those deep intuitions and revelations, which establish the being of God. (F.B. Meyer, John the Baptist, pp. 116-117)

B. The answer of Jesus was challenging in a good way.
1. His miracles. 
2. His prophesies.  
Isaiah 35:5-6a Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  

3. His preaching. 
Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

4. His strange benediction. 
“Let go of your imperfect expectations and choose to live in the expectancy of faith in Jesus.”
Prayer of Response 

Holy Father our Rock and our Salvation, We thank you that the gospel is preached to the poor. Give us the openness to hear it and the willingness to receive it. When we are filled with troubling questions and even disappointment, draw us to Jesus. May we never walk away from you in frustration but rather come to you with our uncertainties and find in you our hope. Help us to let go of the expectations to which we cling so desperately in order that we might find and experience the deeper joys of expectant but humble faith. In Jesus name, Amen

