
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands 
have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The 
life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to 

you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to 
us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you 

also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy 

complete. – 1 John 1:1-4 
 
These four verses form one long sentence in the original Greek. 
 

John began with the beginning – the eternal God, who was 
before all things. He told us that this God was physically 
manifested, and that he and others could testify to this as 
eyewitnesses. 

 
He told us that this God is the Word of life, the Logos. (The 
Greeks understood the Logos as the basis for organization and 
intelligence in the universe, the Ultimate Reason which controls 
all things). 

 
He told us that this God is distinct from the person of God the 
Father. He told us that we may have fellowship with this God, 
and that we are often introduced into this fellowship with God 
by the fellowship of God’s people. 

 
He told us that this eternally existent God, the Word of Life, who 
was physically present with the disciples and others (and present 
for fellowship), is God the Son, named Jesus Christ. 

 
He told us that fellowship with Jesus leads to a life lived in 
fullness of joy. We could say that in these four verses, John gave 
us enough to live our whole Christian life on. No wonder one 
commentator wrote, “Observe the note of wonder in the 
Apostle’s language. Speech fails him. He labors for expression, 
adding definition to definition.” (Expositor’s Bible Dictionary) 
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 “If any of you have lost the joy of the Lord, I pray you do not think 

it a small loss.” – Spurgeon 
 

“Life has broken in!” 
 

“From the Beginning” 

1 John 1:1-4 

 

“God is Light” 

1 John 1:5 

 

“The Walk in the Light” 

1 John 1:6–10 
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