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Service of Prayer and Preaching  
 

Opening Versicles 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 
L Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn: 826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying LSB 826 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



 

Readings From Holy Scripture 
 

Isaiah 57:15–21 Isaiah 57:15–21 
L A reading from Isaiah, the fifty-seventh chapter. 
  

15For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, 
 who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 

“I dwell in the high and holy place, 
 and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the lowly, 

 and to revive the heart of the contrite. 
16For I will not contend forever, 

 nor will I always be angry; 
for the spirit would grow faint before me, 

 and the breath of life that I made. 
17Because of the iniquity of his unjust gain I was angry, 
 I struck him; I hid my face and was angry, 

 but he went on backsliding in the way of his own heart. 
18I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; 

 I will lead him and restore comfort to him and his mourners, 
 19creating the fruit of the lips. 

Peace, peace, to the far and to the near,” says the LORD, 
 “and I will heal him. 
20But the wicked are like the tossing sea; 

 for it cannot be quiet, 
 and its waters toss up mire and dirt. 
21There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 43 Psalm 43 
1Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause 
 against an ungodly people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man 

 deliver me! 
2For you are the God in whom I take refuge; 
 why have you rejected me? 

Why do I go about mourning 

 because of the oppression of the enemy? 

3Send out your light and your truth; 
 let them lead me; 

let them bring me to your holy hill 

 and to your dwelling! 
4Then I will go to the altar of God, 
 to God my exceeding joy, 

and I will praise you with the lyre, 

 O God, my God. 



5Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
 and why are you in turmoil within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

 my salvation and my God. 

 

Acts 10:34a, 42–48 Acts 10:34a, 42–48 
 34Peter opened his mouth and said: . . . 
 42“[Jesus] commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God 
to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And the 

believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse Verse 

Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Alleluia. 

 

John 3:16–21 John 3:16–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 16[Jesus said:] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does 
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But 

whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been 
carried out in God.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Responsory 
 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 



Ten Commandments 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Hymn: 496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine LSB 496 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Confirmation 

The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that 
I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have 
been baptized and catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, 

“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But 
whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up 

your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in 
the name of the Lord. 

 
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God 

gave you in your Baptism? 
R Yes, I do. 

  

P Do you renounce the devil? 
R Yes, I renounce him. 

  

P Do you renounce all his works? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 



  
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 
R I do. 

  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as 
you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 

  
The following is asked of each catechumen individually when they come forward: 

 
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 

  
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true 

to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, 
rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  
P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching of 

the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear 
the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the head of each catechumen 

and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying: 

 

P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth 

of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life 

T everlasting. 
R Amen. 

 
The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of confirmation. After all the catechumens have received 

the blessing, one or both of the following collects are prayed. 

 
Stand 

 

 
P Let us pray. 



Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these 
Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling 

them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, 
bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all 

who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united Your 
children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. 
Renew in them the gift of Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and repentance 

with a faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of Satan and preserve 
them from false and dangerous doctrines, that they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word 

and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one 
can make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and comfort only in Him, 

learning from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the cross with patience 
and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all 

those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 



  

Pentecost Evening / Pentecost Monday Pentecost Evening / Pentecost Monday 
L O God, who gave Your Holy Spirit to the apostles, grant us that same Spirit that we may live in 

faith and abide in peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we 

may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of 
Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept 

me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from 

sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 

evil foe may have no power over me. 

 

Corporate Confession and Absolution 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

Sit 

 
P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 

which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it 
is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament 
has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin and who 

humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from 
which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy 

on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of 
God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 
  

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 



My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer 
is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

  
In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 

of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your 

iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, 
and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting 
salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 

  
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and 

promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
  

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for 
our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up 
our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has 

loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread 
and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one 

bread made from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of 
Him, we love one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. 

  
May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, 
accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 
P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the sake of His 

Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
  
P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 
  

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

 
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Words of Our Lord and Distribution 
 

After all have returned to their seats, the pastor speaks this blessing. 



 
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, 

and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 
He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 
you. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn: 837 Lift High the Cross LSB 837 sts. ref–6 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 
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