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Divine Service Setting III  
Stand and turn to face the processional cross 

John 12:9–19 John 12:9–19 
 9When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of 
him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to 

put Lazarus to death as well, 11because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and 
believing in Jesus. 

 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young 

donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 

behold, your king is coming, 
 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd 
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead 

continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had 
done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, 

the world has gone after him.” 

Opening Holy Week Address 

Hymn: 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor LSB 442 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit Introit 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

 that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 

 The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

 that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 

 The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 



Palm Sunday  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself 
our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of 

His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Zechariah 9:9–12 Zechariah 9:9–12 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Gradual 

[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of his own blood, 

 thus securing an eternal redemption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, 

 so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance. 

He sent redemption to his people; 

 he has commanded his covenant forever. 

 

Philippians 2:5–11 Philippians 2:5–11 
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Stand 

Verse Verse 

He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

 

John 12:20–43 John 12:20–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So these came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went 
and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, 

and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor 

him. 

 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 

have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had 
thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 

your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by 

what kind of death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law 
that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this 
Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk while 

you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the darkness does not know 
where he is going. 36While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 

 When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37Though he had done so 
many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38so that the word spoken by the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, 
 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 

40“He has blinded their eyes 

 and hardened their heart, 
lest they see with their eyes, 

 and understand with their heart, and turn, 
 and I would heal them.” 

41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42Nevertheless, many even of the 

authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not 
be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that 

comes from God. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
 

 
 

The Sacrament of the Altar 
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 



It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by 

Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
  
Where is this written? 

The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul write: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the 

night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it 

to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these words. For where there is 

forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

  
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, 

are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 

“forgiveness of sins.” 
  
Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy 

and well prepared who has faith in these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, 

for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 
 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty LSB 441 

 

 



 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The Litany 

Litany 
L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 
L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 
L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 
L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 
L Be gracious to us. 



C Spare us, good Lord. 
L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
  
L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 
L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and 

passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 

Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of 

judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your 

Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them 

in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have 
erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany 
Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the 

weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our 

country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our 

magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all 
who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their 

blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have 

mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve 

for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 



L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

  
L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life 

also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise 
by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 



The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 

Distribution 
 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 



  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 
 

 

Hymn to Depart: 444 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet LSB 444 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 


