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Ash Wednesday 

First Table of the Law 

 
Stand 

 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of 
prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, 

and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws 
from it life and hope. 

  
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of 

His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad 
hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 
by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

by Your agony and bloody sweat; 
by Your cross and passion; 



by Your precious death and burial; 
by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 
in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 
and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; 
to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 
to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the 

abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; 
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 
and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and 
live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we 
acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we 

may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 



Imposition of Ashes 
 
During Imposition of Ashes - Hymn: 419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee LSB 419 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Corporate Confession and Absolution 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 



C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 
  
P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 
  
P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

 
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Opening Versicles 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

Readings From Holy Scripture 
 

Joel 2:12–19 Joel 2:12–19 
L A reading from Joel, the second chapter. 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the LORD, your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 
 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 

 16gather the people. 
Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 
 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
 and the bride her chamber. 



17Between the vestibule and the altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 

18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 
 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 
“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 
 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 
 a reproach among the nations.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 6 Psalm 6 
1O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, 

 nor discipline me in your wrath. 
2Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing; 

 heal me, O LORD, for my bones are troubled. 
3My soul also is greatly troubled. 

 But you, O LORD— how long? 

4Turn, O LORD, deliver my life; 

 save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 
5For in death there is no remembrance of you; 

 in Sheol who will give you praise? 

6I am weary with my moaning; 

 every night I flood my bed with tears; 

 I drench my couch with my weeping. 
7My eye wastes away because of grief; 

 it grows weak because of all my foes. 

8Depart from me, all you workers of evil, 

 for the LORD has heard the sound of my weeping. 
9The LORD has heard my plea; 

 the LORD accepts my prayer. 
10All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled; 

 they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment. 

 

Gradual Gradual 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 



Romans 3:21–31 Romans 3:21–31 
 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and 
the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward 

as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because 
in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the 

present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 29Or is 

God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since God is 
one. He will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31Do we then 

overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse Verse 

Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

 

Matthew 22:34–40 Matthew 22:34–40 
 34But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. 35And 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment 

in the Law?” 37And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 
L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
Stand 

Ten Commandments 
C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 



 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Hymn: 581 These Are the Holy Ten Commands LSB 581 sts. 1–4, 11–12 

 



 

 
 

11 You have this Law to see therein 
That you have not been free from sin 
But also that you clearly see 

How pure toward God life should be. 
    Have mercy, Lord! 

 
12 Our works cannot salvation gain; 

They merit only endless pain. 
Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flee, 
Who pleads for us endlessly. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 

Tune and text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
L Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we 

may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of 

Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have 

done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 



body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. 
 

 

Words of Our Lord and Distribution 
 

Hymn: 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image LSB 422 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Blessing 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 

you. 

C Amen. 
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