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Christmas Eve: The Nativity of our Lord 12/24/2020 Lessons and Carols

Lessons and Carols
The service begins in silence and darkness, except for the Nativity which is lit.

L
C

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.

L
C

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

L
C

Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

The Christmas tree and garland are lit.

Hymn: 363 Silent Night, Holy Night

LSB 363 sts. 1–3

Tune and text: Public domain

A few of the lights come on.

The First Candle
Genesis 3:8–15

Genesis 3:8–15
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But
the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told
you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The
8

man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”
13
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14
The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”
The First Candle is lit.

Hymn: 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 2

Tune and text: Public domain

The Second Candle
Genesis 22:15–18

Genesis 22:15–18
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I
have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your
only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and
as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”
15

The Second Candle is lit.

Hymn: 370 What Child Is This

LSB 370

Text and tune: Public domain

The Third Candle
Isaiah 9:2, 6–7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
2

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
6

The Third Candle is lit.

Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

Hymn: 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

LSB 359

Text and tune: Public domain

The Fourth Candle
Luke 1:26–35, 38

Luke 1:26–35, 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.
38
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.
26

The Fourth Candle is lit.

Hymn: 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

LSB 386

Text and tune: Public domain

The Fifth Candle
Matthew 1:18–25

Matthew 1:18–25
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
20
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
18

23

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called
his name Jesus.
The Fifth Candle is lit.

Hymn: 364 Away in a Manger

LSB 364

Tune and text: Public domain

The Sixth Candle
Luke 2:8–20

Luke 2:8–20
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news
of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,
8

14

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.”
16
And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things,
pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
15

The Sixth Candle is lit.

Hymn: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High

LSB 368

Text and tune: Public domain

The Seventh Candle
John 1:1–3, 14

John 1:1–3, 14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in
the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made.
14
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
1

The Seventh Candle is lit.

Hymn: 379 O Come, All Ye Faithful

LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2–4

Text and tune: Public domain

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Lighting of the Christ Candle

P In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C We gather to celebrate the birth of the one who is the light of the world, Jesus, born this night
in Bethlehem of Judea.
P Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, you were before time began and came into the world to save
us.
C Blessed are you, Sun of Righteousness, you shine with the Father’s love and illumine the whole
universe.
P Blessed are you, Son of Mary; born a child, you shared our humanity.
C Let heaven and earth ring out their praise.
P O Mystery of the Word made flesh, with all the voices of heaven, we celebrate your coming as our
Savior.
C Let men and women and angels sing of your glory.
P O Splendor the Father’s Light, with all the creatures on earth we sing and dance at your birth.
C Praise and honor and glory to you, O Incarnate Word.
P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
C and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
P His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
C He is also called Emmanuel, for in Him God is with us.
The Christ Candle is lit.

O Holy Night sung by Shawna Greunke
The remaining lights come on.

Sermon
Apostles’ Creed
Birthday of a King sung by Steve and Shawna Greunke

Confession and Absolution
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
LSB 151
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
LSB 151
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Prayer
Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
L
C

Collect

LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Christmas Eve
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold
Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus
L
C

LSB 252

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P
C

LSB 252
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve
you.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart: 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear

LSB 366

Text and tune: Public domain
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