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In Times of Pestilence: 3/17/2020
LECTIONARY SUMMARY: In a time of Pestilence The Lord once sent a pestilence on Israel, but David, the
Lord’s anointed, bore the guilt of sin and offered the sacrifice that “[stayed] the hand” of the Lord’s avenging
angel (2 Samuel 24). So much more has Christ, our Savior, borne the wrath of God against our sin and offered
Himself as the atoning sacrifice that spares us. “With his wounds we are healed” (Is. 53:5), so we boldly
beseech the Lord’s mercy upon us for Christ’s sake. “Death [reigns]” over all of Adam’s children in this world
because of sin, yet “through our Lord Jesus Christ” comes the “gift of righteousness” that brings “eternal life”
(Romans 5). Let the church implore God’s mercy in repentance and faith for the sake of Christ, whose hand
alone can heal every disease (Luke 4), and in whom is salvation, life and resurrection from the dead.

Opening Versicles
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.
Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.
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From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Introit (Ps. 80:1, 4, 17, 19; antiphon: 2 Sam. 24:15–17, alt., 1 Chron. 21:14–17, alt.)
Remember, O Lord, your | covenant*
and say to your smiting | angel,
“Stay your hand, that the land may not become | desolate,”*
lest you destroy every | living soul.
Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel,*
you who lead Joseph | like a flock!
O Lord, | God of hosts,*
how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers?
Let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,*
the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself!
Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts!*
let your face shine, that we | may be saved!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit; as it was in the be- | ginning, is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Remember, O Lord, your | covenant*

and say to your smiting | angel,
“Stay your hand, that the land may not become | desolate,”*
lest you destroy every | living soul.

Collect of the Day
O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wickedness and live.
Graciously behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. Withdraw the scourge of Your wrath
and be moved in mercy to turn away this pestilence from us; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Reading: 2 Samuel 24:15–25

2 Samuel 24:15–25

A reading from 2 Samuel, the twenty-fourth chapter.

L

So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the appointed time. And there died of
the people from Dan to Beersheba 70,000 men. 16And when the angel stretched out his hand toward
Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from the calamity and said to the angel who was working
destruction among the people, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of the LORD was by the
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 17Then David spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who was
striking the people, and said, “Behold, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what
have they done? Please let your hand be against me and against my father’s house.”
18
And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing
floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19So David went up at Gad’s word, as the LORD commanded. 20And when
Araunah looked down, he saw the king and his servants coming on toward him. And Araunah went out
and paid homage to the king with his face to the ground. 21And Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king
come to his servant?” David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, in order to build an altar to the
LORD, that the plague may be averted from the people.” 22Then Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the
king take and offer up what seems good to him. Here are the oxen for the burnt offering and the threshing
sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. 23All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” And
Araunah said to the king, “The LORD your God accept you.” 24But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I
will buy it from you for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me nothing.”
So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25And David built there an
altar to the LORD and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD responded to the plea for
the land, and the plague was averted from Israel.
15

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

L
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Reading: Romans 5:15–21

Romans 5:15–21
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have
the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the
free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one man’s
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
18
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. 19For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so
by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 20Now the law came in to increase the
trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also
might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
15

Reading: Luke 4:38–41a
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Luke 4:38–41a

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 4th Chapter
Glory to You, O Lord.

And [Jesus] arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill
with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked the fever,
and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.
40
Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought
them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41And demons also came out of
many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak,
because they knew that he was the Christ.
38
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Responsory
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We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.
We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people.

Ten Commandments
C

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn: 657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

LSB 657 sts. 1–4

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679

Sermon: Jesus stays the Avenger
Prayer
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of
the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray
to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those
in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day: Lent 3
L

C

Lent 3
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your
ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for the Word
L
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Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Evening Prayer
C

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously
kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Blessing
L
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

Hymn: 805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

LSB 805

Tune and text: Public domain
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