
Dear Lenape Valley, 

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ! 
I love the mission heart of our faith community.  Your generosity during 
this COVID season has amazed me, both your support of our ongoing 
ministr¢ȱandȱ¢ourȱe¡traȱgivingȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱDeaconȂsȱFundǯȱȱ 

With your support, we have given: 
  Dry goods and Giant gift cards to the Barclay food drive  

Fresh fruit and vegetables to Manna on Main 
UberȱgiftȱcardsȱtoȱtheȱWomenȂsȱRecover¢ȱCenter 
Regular support to our ongoing missions nationally and  

internationally 
Giant gift cards to families in need 
$1000s to the New Britain food larder 
100s of homemade meals to Caring for Friends 
Lunches for front line workers  

This COVID season seems unrelenting, so we know that the needs will continue into the fall 
and winter.  Thus, we are determined to continue our mission tradition of the Church Has 
Left the Building this fall.  Our theme is: Dare To BE, with a study focus on the Beatitudes 
(Matthew 5).  Each week- in worship, in the Daily Devotional and in our BE Bible study- we 
 illȱhearȱGodȂsȱcallȱtoȱDare to BE the mission of Jesus Christ to the world God so loves.  
Individually and together we will live into that mission week after week.  

The Mission team is finding creative new ways to accomplish some of our favorite missions: 
 College Care Packages 
 PJȂsȱfor kids 
 SamaritanȂsȱPurseȱOperationȱChristmasȱChildȱShoeboxes 
 Community Recognition Baskets 
 Help a Family- WomenȂsȱRecover¢ȱCenterȱBrunch 
 Caring for Friends 
 Dry Goods for local food larders 
 Manna on Main  
We are hopeful that you will add to the list by helping a neighbor with a simple task, or 
 ritingȱaȱȁthinkingȱofȱ¢ouȂȱcardǰȱorȱǳȱBeȱcreativeȱinȱho ȱGodȱmightȱuseȱ¢ouȱtoȱbringȱaȱgrace-
fullȱtouchȱintoȱsomeoneȂsȱlifeǯȱȱBE the people God.  BE light.  BE salt.  BE grace in action in the 
name of Jesus! 

With you on the mission field!  Anita 



 

 
 
Active Projects: 
 
HELP A NEIGHBOR (Youth) ± CHALFONT  
Leader: Rick Bredow 
Date and Time: Sunday, October 11th ± 4:00 ± 6:00 pm 
 
Yard work  
 
Worthwhile Wear (The Well) - Pipersville 
Leader:   Scott Weidemoyer 
Date: Saturday, October 17 
Time: 10:00 am (following send-off, carpool to site) ± 4:00 pm 
 
Driveway and grounds work. 
 
Youth Project ± College Care Packages 
Leader:  Rick Bredow 
Date and Time: Sunday, October 18th from 6:00 ± 8:00 pm  
Our goal is to reach out to the post high school young men and women, 
college or military.  Acceptable donations include, individually packaged 
snacks, fresh baked goods, games, trinkets, etc. to brighten their day while 
they are either home studying or away from home.  We want these young 
adults to know that we love them no matter where they are in life as well 
as how important they are to God.  Last year we sent each of our students 
two care packages.  One for them and one to share with someone else as 
an additional outreach.  The response was amazing and everyone loved 
the packages.  Deadline for donations ± Wednesday, October 14th. 
 
A :OMAN¶6 3LACE - Doylestown 
Leader: Laura Cooney 
Time and Place: Saturday, October 24 from 1:00 ± 4:00 pm 
(rain date) Sunday, October 25 – 11:00 – 2:00  
Participation:4 ± 6 adults or youth 
 
Gardening at the shelter, Doylestown. 

 
CARING FOR FRIENDS MEAL PREPARATION  
Leaders:   Cathie Miller, Faith Frank, Darlaine Manning 
Time and Place: 10:00 am ± Church Kitchen & Fellowship Hall 
Participation:  all adults who like to cook including men; children14 
or older with an adult  
 
Prepare food at home, bring it to church and stay for the packing project 
on October 25 or ± pack at home and take to the CFF freezer at Church 
either before or on that day. Suggested recipes can be provided 
 
 
COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION BASKETS  
Leaders Sharon Schiavone and Beth Woodring;  
              Delivery - Bill Luckenbill 
Time and Place: 10:00 am- Fellowship Hall                   
Participation: All ages 
 
Donate and/or decorate and fill gift baskets for Chalfont Firemen, 
Chalfont Police, CB Regional Police and the Chalfont Habitat ReStore. 
Especially appreciated are fresh home baked goods in addition to the 
items on the list below. 
 
Suggested bagged items needed to fill the baskets:  
Pretzels  Popcorn  Mints / Gum 
Cereal Bars  Granola Bars  Candy  
Crackers  Chips   Nuts         
Suggested baked/fresh items - must be dropped off day of filling 
baskets (October 25th):   
Cookies  Muffins     Pears / Apples 
Breads   Brownies      Oranges 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR NURSING HOMES:  
(Wrapping Presence) 
Leader: Karen Kuder 
 
Our hope is to reach out to the residents in nursing homes in our area this 
Christmas.  We are asking that you write messages in Christmas Cards 
and leave them unsealed.  Suggested salutations are "Wrapping 
Presence Buddy, "Dear Friend," or "A friend who cares about you." There 
will be a collection basket in the lobby. 
 
 
 
 

Project 
   Details 

mailto:rbredow@lenapevalleychurch.org?subject=Help%20A%20Neighbor%20-%20Chalfont%20CHLTB
mailto:office@lenapevalleychurch.org?subject=The%20Well%20CHLTB%20project
mailto:rbredow@lenapevalleychurch.org?subject=College%20Care%20Packages%20CHLTB
mailto:laurac@lenapevalleychurch.org?subject=A%20Women's%20Place%20-%20CHLTB
mailto:javacath@gmail.com?subject=Caring%20for%20Friends%20-%20CHLTB
mailto:office@lenapevalleychurch.org?subject=Caring%20for%20Friends%20recipes
mailto:ssschiavone@gmail.com?subject=Community%20Recognition%20Baskets%20-%20CHLTB


 
Item Donation projects: 
PET PANTRY COLLECTION 
Leader:  Maddie Bolger 
 
A few \ears ago Maddie Boger¶s Girl Scout Troop collected pet supplies 
to create a pet pantry at Manna on Main. During these hard times, many 
people are relying on food pantries to feed themselves, their families, 
and their pets. So, let¶s restock the Pet Pantr\! Drop off \our donations of 
dog food*, cat food*, pet toys and accessories at church any time 
between now and October 25th. All donations will be transported to 
Manna on Main later that week. For more  information or questions, 
email Maddie Bolger at  neongirl432@gmail.com    *especially needed  
 
3J¶6 FO5 KID6 
Leader: Patricia Smith 
 
Donate anything for foster children¶s bedtime needs, such as pajamas, 
slippers, books, socks, toothpaste, and toothbrushes.  All 
donations MUST have sales tags attached.  
 
 
6AMA5I7AN¶6 3856E 6HOEBO;E6     
Leader: Sue Harris  
Time and Place: Pack at Home                     
Participants: All ages  
 
This year, shoeboxes will be filled at home and returned to the church for 
delivery to a drop off site.  
Plastic shoeboxes are available in the church lobby. A few craft 
projects are available to complete at home and add to your box.  
You may also "adopt" a shoebox by paying for the shipping and a 
box will be filled for you.  
Donation requests:  Follow the suggestions in the How to Pack a 
Shoebox pamphlet that was in the Dare to Be packet. Extra pamphlets 
are available with the shoeboxes in the lobby.  
Shipping fee $9.00 per box.  The fee can be included in your shoebox or 
pay online where you will be able to track your shoebox.  
Last day to drop off is Sunday, November 15th!  
 
 
CBSD FA5ME5¶6 MA5KE7 at Barclay Elementary 
 
Dry goods donations for families in the Central Bucks School District. 
 
 
 

 
SIMPLE MISSIONS: Things you can do at home 
 

1) Send a card ± Brighten the day of someone  
2) Caring for Friends cards ± to accompany meals 

              (drop off to church by October 25th) 
3) Help a Neighbor – Look around your neighborhood 

and find a way to help someone. 
4) Support a local business ± Buy gift card, get takeout 

 
 
Monetary Donation Projects 
 
HELP A FAMILY (supports the YMCA families and Woman's 
Recovery Community Center) 
https://ppay.co/w_XroCnOzMk  
 
THE NBB FOOD LARDER (cash donations support buying 
meat and produce for needy families) 
https://ppay.co/AzVzvHf_zZk  
 
MANNA ON THE STREET (feeds those in need in the 
Lansdale area) 
https://ppay.co/lEGkU8Kstgg  
 
6AMA5I7AN¶6 3856E 6HOEBO; MAILING ±  
$9.00 per box 
https://ppay.co/Pr9JHkxy3oU  
 
 
If you wish to donate to any of these ministries, please make 
a check out to Lenape Valley Church and write the ministry's 
name in the memo section or donate through online giving.   
 

mailto:neongirl432@gmail.com
https://ppay.co/w_XroCnOzMk
https://ppay.co/AzVzvHf_zZk
https://ppay.co/lEGkU8Kstgg
https://ppay.co/Pr9JHkxy3oU


PROJECT SHOPPING/ SUPPLY LIST 
 

Donations may be dropped off to the 
Collection Boxes in the lobby through the 
morning of the 25th. 

 

 

Community/Volunteer Recognition Baskets 
Suggested bagged items needed to fill the baskets:  
Pretzels  Popcorn  Mints / Gum 
Cereal Bars  Granola Bars  Candy  
Crackers  Chips   Nuts  
       
Especially needed - baked/fresh items - must be dropped off 
day of filling baskets (October 25th):   
Cookies  Muffins     Pears / Apples 
Breads   Brownies      Oranges 
  
CARING FOR FRIENDS MEAL DONATIONS ±  
(Bring in October 25th) 
Large Main Course  Vegetable 
Side Dish   Dessert 
 
  
 
PJ¶6 IRU KID6 COLLECTION  
An\Whing fRU childUen¶V bedWime needV, VXch aV SajamaV, VliSSeUV, 
books, socks, toothpaste, and tooth brushes.  All items MUST still 
have sales tags on them.  These items will be given to foster 
children. 
  
PET PANTRY COLLECTION  
Dog food, cat food, pet toys and pet friendly accessories 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES  
Home-made cookies and brownies, Hot chocolate packages, 
Granola bars, individually wrapped snacks, individually wrapped 
candy, Microwave popcorn, Fun little toys, Highlighters, Fun pens 
 
6AMA5I7AN¶6 P856E 6HOEBO;E6 
 
 (NO candy, seeds, fruit snacks, chocolate, weapons, liquids, 
vitamins, medication or toothpaste) 
Suggested items: 
� Toys: dolls, toy cars, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, 

yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise 
(with extra batteries) 

� School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, 
markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, small scissors, 
glue sticks, small coloring and picture books 

� Non-Liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, 
washcloths, etc. 

� Accessories: t-shirts, socks, hats, flip flops, mittens, gloves, 
sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra 
batteries), small sewing kits, small tools.  

 
 
7HE FA5ME5¶6 MA5KE7 A7 BA5CLA< 
Non-perishable food, paper products, health and beauty items 
 
  
 

 

 
 
 

Cash Donations for Any of the Projects - Make your 
check payable to Lenape Valley Church with a Memo to 
"CHLTB aQd Whe PURMecW NaPe´. ELWheU mail it, place it in the 
offering basket through Sunday, October 25, or drop off at 
the church office during the week.  Links for online giving 
will be provided next week. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Has Left the Building 2020 

Dare to BE! 
September 13²October 25, 2020 

Church Has Left the Building 

Daily Devotional 



Dare to BE 
 

The Sermon on the Mount is a compilation of man\     
sermons taught during the first \ear of Jesus’ ministr\.  
These lessons Zere taught again and again at one        
gathering after another. The disciples sat at Jesus’ feet    
alloZing the lessons to become imbedded in their mind 
and heart, so that later Jesus’ Zords could be scribed for 
the generations to come.  Among the lessons: the call to 
be light and salt, the Lord’s pra\er, the admonition to love 
the enemy and to giYe be\ond Zhat Ze are comfortable 
giYing.  Each lesson is a challenge to liYe, e[cept b\ the 
grace of Jesus Christ.   
One of the most famous sermons in this s\mphon\ of   
lessons is called the Beatitudes.  The litan\ reads: Blessed 
are… for theirs is… This fall Ze Zill e[plore the call and 
blessing found in the Beatitudes.   
     Blessed are… What does it mean to be “blessed”? 
     Blessed are… the poor in spirit and the persecuted 
     Blessed are… those Zho mourn 
     Blessed are… the meek 
     Blessed are… those Zho hunger and  
             thirst for righteousness 
     Blessed are… the merciful 
     Blessed are… the pure in heart and the peacemakers  
This fall Dare to BE the mission of Jesus Christ to the 
Zorld God so loYes. BE meek, peaceable, merciful, pure, 
and compassionate. BE hungr\, poor, and eYen persecuted 
for the sake of God’s Zorld. BE God’s instrument of 
grace!  
 
I look forZard to sharing the journe\ Zith \ou. 

BE 
BE-ȱAĴit�desǱȱBle��edȱa�eȱ�heȱp��eȱandȱpeacemake��Ƿ 

 
SXnda\, OcWRbeU 25                                      I Corinthians 13 
  

Now we see in a mirror dimly,  
But then we will see face to face.   

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully  
even as I have been fully known.   

 
The NaY\ moYed our famil\ 13 times during m\ childhood.  
Imagine 11 schools, 13 neighborhoods, 13 houses that neYer 
quite felt like home, and 13 times to tr\ to find a friend.  M\ 
husband has friends from grade school that he still talks to, 
but m\ childhood is just a string of broken connections.  
When I finall\ settled doZn, I \earned to find people to 
share m\ life… people I could knoZ… people Zho Zould 
knoZ me.  There is a gift to that kind of intimac\.  But there 
is also a danger.  What if the\ don’t like Zhat the\ find Zhen 
the\ reall\ get to knoZ me? 

In I Corinthians 13, Paul points us to the ultimate connec-
tion, Zith the God Zho alread\ knoZs us full\ and still loYes 
us.  We are inYited to knoZ… to see… to e[perience… to be 
loYed deepl\, trul\, gracefull\.   

Imagine liYing in such a Za\ that Ze point the ne[t person 
to that precious friendship. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  In the morning, pra\ for 
God’s Zork in and through LVC in the CHLTB projects.  
Before \ou go to bed, celebrate God’s good Zork and the 
priYilege of being a part of Zhat God is doing in the 
Zorld!!!!!  God is good- All the time!!! Especiall\ Toda\! 



FUida\, OcWRbeU 23                                                 Luke 6:27   

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you and pray for those who mistreat you. 

HoZ are \ou doing Zith this command?  LoYing an enem\ 
neYer feels just or right.  An enem\ does not ‘deserYe’ our 
loYe.  EYen more, an enem\ is not safe to loYe.  LoYing is a 
Yer\ Yulnerable act.  When Jesus loYed his enemies, the\ 
hung him on a cross.  Perhaps a good Za\ to begin to ansZer 
this command Zould be to “pra\” for the enem\.  Ask for 
God’s blessing, God’s healing, God’s grace.  In time, God 
Zill shoZ \ou hoZ to be a blessing of grace. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for those Zho haYe lost 
a spouse, for comfort, for friends on the journe\, for God’s 
presence to fill aching hearts. 

 

SaWXUda\, OcWRbeU 24                                  HebreZs 4:14-16   

We do not have a high priest- Jesus, the Son of God,  
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,  

but One who in every respect has been tempted as we are,  
yet without sin.  Let us then with confidence draw near  

to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy  
and find grace to help in time of need. 

 
Jesus took on our flesh… Zalked our paths… felt our pain… 
struggled Zith our realities… He knoZs!  When Ze pra\, he 
understands.  Merc\ and grace come in abundance.  Bring 
\our pain and struggle to Him toda\. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for families e[pecting a 
bab\, for strength and health and the desire to raise their 
child in the faith.  Pra\ for those Zho grieYe the loss of a 
child.  Pra\ for LVC as Ze go out in mission! 

BE 
BE-ȱAĴit�desǱȱBle��ing 

 
SXnda\, SeSWembeU 13                                 MattheZ 5:1-12 

 
An Upside- Down World    

 
The last Zord of the Old Testament is רֶם׃ ֵֽ  cursed.  HoZ -ח 
fitting that Jesus begins the litan\ in one of his first sermons 
Zith Μακάριοι- blessed.  When Ze think of Jesus, Ze think 
of our dearest friend, our SaYior, the One Zho brings      
blessing.  But Zhen Ze look at the blessings, Ze discoYer a 
YieZ of the Zorld that seems upside doZn.  Those Zho are 
poor and hungr\, mourning, and persecuted are the blessed 
ones. With each beatitude, Ze discoYer a neZ Zorld          
perspectiYe, a neZ relationship Zith the Father.  The pain of 
this Zorld becomes the opportunit\ to knoZ the blessings of 
God.  And Zith each blessing Ze are transformed into His 
likeness.   
 
Read the full passage and find \ourself in the description of 
those Zho are blessed.   
 
Imagine times in \our life Zhen \ou haYe discoYered God’s 
blessings in the challenges.   
 
Spend a feZ minutes pra\ing for those Zho need God’s  
blessings toda\. 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: 
Pra\ for Grandparents and their ministr\ Zith the little ones 
and not so little ones in their famil\. 



MRnda\, SeSWembeU 14                                            John 1:16   
 

From the fullness of his grace  
we have all received one blessing after another. 

 
Remember (perhaps sing) the simple song:    

Count your blessings, name them one by one.                                       
Count your many blessings- see what God has done. 

 
Take a moment to Zrite doZn the blessings \ou haYe          
receiYed.  Make sure \ou include eYen the simple, moment b\ 
moment blessings- each breath \ou take, each beat of \our 
heart, each thought and e[perience of beaut\ and loYe, food, 
and a roof oYer \our head.  Include the big blessings-           
relationships, healing, the chance to knoZ the SaYior. 
 
Keep Zriting… HoZ haYe \ou been blessed?  Be intentional 
about noticing God’s blessings this Zeek. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn Rf Whe Da\: Pra\ for Manna on Main St., a 
soup kitchen in Lansdale. Pra\ for the Yolunteers and guests. 

 
 
TXeVda\, SeSWembeU 15                            Philippians 4:6-7
  

Do not be anxious about anything,  
but in everything by prayer and petition, Zith thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God.  
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Usuall\ Ze thank God after the gift has come.  Toda\, thank 
God for Zhat God Zill do.  LiYe into that step of trust.  

PUa\eU CRnceUn Rf Whe Da\: Pra\ for the ministr\ of Help a 
Family, for resources and Zisdom to help our communit\.  

WedneVda\, OcWRbeU 21                                       Psalm 25:7   

According to your steadfast love (hesed) remember me,  
for the sake of your goodness.  

People are Yer\ inconsistent.  We loYe and then Ze get    
frustrated and irritable.  We commit and then lose interest.  
We forgiYe and then bring up the failure again.  But God is 
“steadfast”.  The HebreZ Zord is hesed.  Do \ou remember 
the faithful loYe of Ruth for her mother-in-laZ Naomi eYen 
at great cost?  Or the loYe offered to Israel again and again, 
eYen though the\ continued to stra\?  Hesed is consistent, 
sacrificial, present, effectiYe.  Imagine being loYed in that 
Za\.   

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for those Zho are look-
ing for a job toda\.  Pra\ for the peace of Christ in an     
an[ious time.  Pra\ for God’s hand to support them and 
guide them to the ne[t step. 

 

 

ThXUVda\, OcWRbeU 22                                        Romans 2:1 

You who pass judgement on others have no excuse,            
for at whatever point you judge, you are condemning your-
self, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 

Enough said… Sometimes the Word is so clear, it needs no 
further comment.  Find God’s lesson for \ou toda\. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for marriages that are 
struggling, that the\ Zould find God’s healing path. 



MRnda\, OcWRbeU 19                                              Micah 6:8. 
 

And what does the Lਏd require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 

    and to walk humbly with your God. 

The HebreZ Zord Ze translate as “merc\” is often translated 
as “kindness.”  What does it mean to be kind? Contemplate 
these s\non\ms: considerate, generous, compassionate.  Who 
do \ou knoZ that is kind?  What haYe \ou done latel\ that is 
kind?  Who do \ou knoZ needs kindness toda\?  

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for our college students 
as the\ striYe to learn in this current realit\.  Pra\ for teachers 
and students in our local schools.  

 

 

 

TXeVda\, OcWRbeU 20                                           Psalm 103:8   

The Lord is merciful and gracious,  
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 
SloZ to anger… does that describe \ou?  Think about the 
moments that inspire \ou to anger… is it that person in \our 
famil\ Zho can get under \ou skin… or the person at Zork 
Zho treats \ou Zith disrespect… or the eYents on the neZs 
that neYer seem to resolYe?  NoZ think about God’s patience 
and grace toZard \ou… His merc\… His steadfast loYe.  
Breathe in that gift.  Breathe out that gift on someone toda\. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for CB Grandfamilies- 
for grandparents raising their grandchildren. 

 

WedneVda\, SeSWembeU 16                            Philippians 4:19   
 

And my God will meet all your needs according to                            
his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

 
What do \ou need toda\?   
Consider the difference betZeen \our Zants and \our needs.  
HoZ has God proYided for \our needs in the past?   
When has God also proYided for \our Zants?   
What do \ou do Zhen God’s perception of Zhat \ou “need” 
is different than Zhat \ou think \ou need? 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn Rf Whe Da\: Pra\ for neZ parents, for 
strength, for jo\, for Zisdom, for a \earning desire for their 
child to knoZ Jesus, to loYe Him and to serYe Him. 

 

ThXUVda\, SeSWembeU 17                                  Numbers 6:24   
 

The Lord bless you and keep you 
Think about the Lord “keeping” \ou.    
 
Isaiah 49:16- God tells us: Behold, I have engraved you on 
the palms of my hands. 
 
John 10:29- Jesus told the disciples: My Father, who has   
given you to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch you out of the Father's hand. 
 
Rest in His “keeping” toda\. 
PUa\eU CRnceUn Rf Whe Da\: Pra\ for the Food Larders that 
feed the hungr\.  Ma\ God giYe our communit\ a heart for 
those in need. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+49:16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10:29&version=ESV


FUida\, SeSWembeU 18                                       Numbers 6:25
  

The Lord make his face shine upon you                                            
and be gracious to you 

The image of “face shine upon” is the sign of faYor.  Imagine 
a parent Zho is pleased Zith a child and shoZs that child hoZ 
precious he/she is.  You are the precious child of the King.  
Do \ou feel His faYor? 
 
Notice the Zord “gracious”… this is the reminder that God’s 
faYor is not earned but rather giYen as a gift.  You are the   
precious child of the King solel\ because God is loYing. 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn Rf Whe Da\: Pra\ for the Zomen and staff at 
the Women¶s Recovery Center, for healing and hope. 

 

 

SaWXUda\, SeSWembeU 19                                   Numbers 6:25
  

The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. 
Peace… for man\ of us peace is an illusiYe realit\.  We liYe 
Zith brokenness in our relationships, in a broken societ\, Zith 
a brokenness that disturbs our inner souls.  HoZ man\ times 
do Ze struggle to sleep, or aYoid a conYersation, or turn off 
the TV because Ze are disturbed b\ the brokenness around 
us?  The peace in this benediction is God’s peace, a deep, 
lasting, healing peace.  Take a moment to alloZ His peace to 
begin to seep into the hurting places of \our life. 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn Rf Whe Da\: Pra\ for those facing health  
decisions, for Zisdom and courage. 

BE 
BE-ȱAĴit�desǱȱBle��edȱa�eȱ�heȱme�cif�lǷ 

 
SXnda\, OcWRbeU 18                                   Ephesians 4:31-32   

Mercy 

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and  
slander be put away from you, along with all malice.   

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ forgave you. 

Merc\ is a lost art in our modern societ\.  We haYe forgotten 
the definition of the Zord.  But the One Ze folloZ is     
MERCY or Ze haYe no hope.   

Take a moment to define merc\. 

Paul reminds us in this letter to the Ephesians that Ze offer 
merc\ because Jesus has alread\ giYen us merc\.  Then Jesus 
teaches us that the merciful receiYe merc\.  Do \ou see the 
circle?  We receiYe merc\… and offer merc\… and receiYe 
merc\ again.  From merc\ to merc\ to merc\… blessing all 
along the Za\.   

What bitterness, Zrath, anger, clamor, slander and malice do 
\ou need to put aZa\ from \our life? 

Who needs \our merc\ toda\? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for those in prison, for 
the guilt\ and the Zrongl\ accused. Pra\ for their chaplains 
as the\ bring the transforming neZs of Jesus Christ into the 
prison.  Pra\ for the families of prisoners, and for those being 
released back into societ\- a health\ path back home. 



FUida\, OcWRbeU 16                                      Deuteronom\ 8:3   

We do not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

Think of a bab\… sucking his thumb… cuddled up to her 
blanket.  From our earl\ da\s, Ze look for things to comfort 
and satisf\.  Man\ of us are “stress eaters”… some are stress 
drinkers.  This passage from Deuteronom\ reminds us that 
our fulfillment comes from God… His Word… His grace… 
His loYe.  Take time toda\ to remember some of those       
faYorite passages that haYe touched \our life oYer the \ears.  
HoZ has God filled \ou, healed \ou, giYen \ou hope through 
His liYing Word? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for those facing financial 
crisis- for hope and e[pectation that God Zill lead them 
through the storm. 

 

SaWXUda\, OcWRbeU 17                                              John 6:33   

I am the Bread of Life; he who comes to me will not hunger, 
and he who believes in me will never thirst. 

When Jesus makes this statement, he is claiming to be the 
great I AM- the Yer\ presence of God.  He is not just our best 
friend… not just a good teacher… not just a good e[ample… 
He is GOD!  As God, he can fulfill this promise to be our 
“all in all.”  But often Ze fill up on the things of this Zorld 
and leaYe no room in our liYes for His presence.  Go hungr\ 
toda\… Go thirst\ toda\… leaYe the Zorld behind and let 
the Bread of Life be bread for \ou. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for those struggling 
Zith addiction, for God’s healing grace… pra\ for their  
families caught also in the c\cle of addiction. 

BE 
BE-ȱAĴit�desǱȱBle��edȱa�eȱ�heȱPoo�ȱǭȱPe��ec��edȱ 

 
SXnda\, SeSWembeU 20                           ReYelation 3:14-22   

Eyes to See  
Blessed are the poor in spirit… blessed are the persecuted, 

for they will inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.  
(Matthew 5:3,10)  

 
Jesus begins the beatitudes Zith blessings that seem like     
o[\morons.   
HoZ can being poor and persecuted be a blessing?   
 
What does Jesus mean that the poor and persecuted Zill     
inherit the Kingdom of HeaYen?   
 
These images inYite a deep diYe into the teachings of Jesus.  
These images inYite us into a deep diYe into a relationship 
Zith the One Zho became poor and persecuted for our sake.  
Take a moment and think about Zhat Jesus gaYe up to take 
on human flesh for us.  Remember Zhat he suffered to offer 
us life.  Think of the people that he befriended on this earth- 
the poor, the sick, the forgotten and cast off.   
HoZ does sharing in the poYert\ and persecution open the 
door to the Kingdom of HeaYen? 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for Samaritan¶s Purse-  
a Christian organi]ation  that does building repair for people 
in need.  LVC’s adult mission team has serYed Zith them  
seYeral times. Pra\ for the families in need and Yolunteers. 



MRnda\, SeSWembeU 21                                       Psalm 51:17 

The sacrifice God desires is a broken spirit;  
a broken  and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Wh\ does God “desire” a broken spirit?   
 
The Psalmist helps us to understand the meaning of “broken” 
Zhen he connects that description Zith “contrite”.  Contrite 
means to be penitent, aZare, and Zilling to confess failure 
and sin.  To be contrite is to recogni]e need.  Being contrite 
opens our hearts to the presence of God.   
 
Take time toda\ to confess… to bring to God those areas of 
failure and sin… to alloZ God to bring healing and grace.  As 
\ou e[perience grace, open \our heart to offering grace, and 
thus to e[perience the kingdom of heaYen. 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for the safet\ of the First 
Responders in our communit\, and for their families.  Thank 
God for their sacrifice.  
 
 
TXeVda\, SeSWembeU 22                                           James 4:6   

 
He gives more grace.  Therefore it says,                                           

“God opposed the proud and gives grace to the humble.´ 
 

Grace is God’s gift… offered to all… but onl\ some         
Zelcome the gift.  The poor in spirit recogni]e their need for 
God’s grace.  What keeps \ou from receiYing God’s full 
grace?  What keeps \ou from e[periencing the kingdom? 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for people suffering from 
disasters.  HoZ can \ou put \our pra\er into action? 

WedneVda\, OcWRbeU 14                                       Isaiah 55:6   

Seek the Lord while he may be found,  
call on him while he is near. 

Sometimes our journe\ of faith can feel like a cruel game of 
hide and seek.  We pra\, but it feels like our pra\ers bounce 
off the ceiling.  We Zorship, but are distracted b\ thoughts 
of things left to be done.  We hear the call to forgiYe, to 
change, to loYe, but Ze struggle repeatedl\ in our effort to 
ansZer the call.  But here, Isaiah reminds us not to stop in 
seeking the Lord… continue to pra\… to Zorship… to call 
on the Lord Zith heart and mind.  God is not hiding.  God 
Zants to be found… to be heard.  Call again… 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for those Zho liYe in 
the midst of poYert\ and Yiolence... God’s safe refuge. 

  

 

ThXUVda\, OcWRbeU 15                                  ReYelation 21:6   

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.  
To the thirsty I will give water without cost  

from the spring of the water of life. 
 

This promise comes from the One Zho Zas before the      
beginning, Zho spoke the Zorld into being, Zho breathed 
life into our bodies.  The Alpha and Omega created each of 
us out of loYe.  There is no need that Ze could haYe that the 
Alpha and Omega cannot satisf\.  There is no need that Ze 
Zill eYer haYe that the Alpha and Omega does not Zant to 
satisf\.  Go to the Zell toda\ and drink. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for those struggling 
Zith the realities of aging.  Pra\ for families making hard 
decisions. 



MRnda\, OcWRbeU 12                                       Nehemiah 9:15    

In their hunger you gave them bread from heaven  
and in their thirst you brought them water from the rock…  

but they failed to remember  
the miracles you performed among them. 

 
The passage comes from the stor\ of the people of Israel 
Zandering in the desert.  God has saYed them from slaYer\ in 
Eg\pt.  God proYides all the\ need in the desert, but the    
people complain.  The\ miss the “fruits of Eg\pt” forgetting 
that those fruits came Zith chains.   

Think of a time Zhen \ou haYe missed the gift from God    
because it is not Zhat \ou Zanted.  GiYe thanks toda\ for 
God’s proYision. 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for caregiYers, that Jesus 
Zould lighten their burden.   

 

TXeVda\, OcWRbeU 13                                           Isaiah 55:1-2 

Come all you who are thirsty,  
come to the waters and you who have no money,  

come buy and eat:   
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 

 
Take a moment to count the cost of God’s proYision in \our 
life.  A roof oYer \our head… food on the table… \our life- 
each breath, each heartbeat, each thought and glimpse of 
beaut\… Keep counting… the people in \our life… the      
e[periences… grace… strength… loYe… hope… faith…
Spend the da\ counting! 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for the Elders and    
Deacons of LVC. 

WedneVda\, SeSWembeU 23                                   Luke 18:13 
 

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up 
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,                  

µGod, be merciful to me a sinner.¶ 
We eat Zhen Ze feel the pangs of hunger.  We drink Zhen  
our throat is parched.  We sleep Zhen our e\es are heaY\ 
Zith e[haustion.  Jesus teaches the blessing of being poor in 
spirit- recogni]ing our poYert\ opens us up to God’s merc\. 
 
Take a moment to beat \our breast and cr\ out, ‘God be   
merciful to me a sinner.’ 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for our militar\ and their 
families.  Pra\ for the Chaplains Zho are dedicated to helping 
them naYigate the challenges of serYing. 

 
ThXUVda\, SeSWembeU 24                                      John 15:18  

 
If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 

When haYe \ou been “hated”?  When haYe \ou faced         
disrespect?  When haYe \ou felt unZelcome?  When haYe 
\ou paid the price for Zhat \ou belieYe is right? 
 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake.  
Most of us haYe not felt the sting of a Zhip or the cold steel 
of a prison cell bed because of our faith.  Would Ze hold fast 
to the faith if there Zas a cost?  Would Ze raise our children 
in the faith if it Zas dangerous to claim the name of Jesus?  
HoZ do Ze let the subtle judgment of our societ\ quiet our 
Zitness? 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for the Deacons as the\ 
care for God’s people.  Pra\ for Jeff and Carol Stern in their 
ministr\ of Yisitation. 



FUida\, SeSWembeU 25                                       Romans 5:1-5   
We rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and     
character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint us because 

God has poured out his love into our hearts. 
 

Look back in \our life at a time of suffering.  AlloZ time to 
giYe \ou perspectiYe.  Look for the blessings in that suffering
- the perseYerance, character, eYen hope.  Look for God’s 
hand in the midst, perhaps not in the Za\ \ou Zanted, but in 
the Za\ that God Zilled.  Look for his “loYe poured out into 
\our heart” toda\. 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for families that are  
dealing Zith brokenness.  Pra\ for marriages stressed b\ the 
challenges of liYing through the pandemic. 

 
 
SaWXUda\, SeSWembeU 26                                        Psalm 42:1    

As the deer pants for flowing streams, so my soul pants for 
you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

 
The Kingdom of HeaYen, promised to those Zho are poor and 
persecuted, is the dZelling place of God.  Jesus describes the 
poor and persecuted as those Zhose souls “thirst for the liYing 
God.”  That thirst is an openness to, in fact a \earning for, the 
presence of God.   
 
For Zhat do \ou “thirst”?  What is \our heart’s desire?  
Where do \ou find fulfillment?  Take a moment toda\ to rest 
in the presence of God and alloZ Him to fill \ou. 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for front line Zorkers 
Zho sacrifice for the sake of others.  Pra\ for their health and 
safet\.  Pra\ for their families and those Zhom the\ serYe.   

BE 
BE-ȱAĴit�desǱȱBle��edȱ�ho�eȱ hoȱh�nge�ȱandȱ�hi���… 

 
SXnda\, OcWRbeU 11                                     Jeremiah 17:7-8   
 

Satisfied!  
Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,  

whose confidence is in the Lord.   
That person will be like a tree planted by the water  

that sends out its roots by the stream.   
It does not fear when heat comes;  

its leaves are always green.   
It has no worries in a year of drought  

and never fails to bear fruit. 
 

HoZ man\ times haYe \ou heard someone sa\… or haYe 
said \ourself- “I’m starYing”?  The truth is most of us do 
not knoZ Zhat starYation looks like.  B\ the time our    
stomach grumbles, Ze haYe alread\ reached for a snack,  
alread\ planned our ne[t meal.  

For Zhat do \ou hunger?  Where is \our thirst?    

The beatitude for this Zeek speaks to a deeper hunger- for 
righteousness.  What does that mean?  Righteousness means 
more than being right.  It points us to the One Zho is all 
righteousness.  What Zould it mean to hunger for the One 
Zho is all righteousness?   

Take a moment toda\ to look up Jeremiah 29:11-13.  Focus 
on Yerse 13.   

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for the children and 
families in the YMCA preschool program at LVC.  Pra\ for 
their teachers and leadership, for a health\, caring enYiron-
ment.  Pra\ for the families Zho struggle economicall\ in 
this COVID realit\. 



FUida\, OcWRbeU 9                                         Philippians 2:5-8   

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:   
who being in very nature God, did not consider equality  

with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,  
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man,  
he humbled himself and became obedient to death,  

even death on a cross! 
 

Read this passage oYer and oYer… let the Zords begin to seep 
into \our mind and heart.  What needs to change in \our    
attitude so that \ou begin to be a reflection of Jesus? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for those Zho Yolunteer 
in the ministr\.  Thank God for their sacrifice.  Pra\ for their 
encouragement.  HoZ does God Zant to use \ou? 

 

SaWXUda\, OcWRbeU 10                                        Ephesians 4:2   

As a prisoner for the Lord, I urge you to live a life worthy of 
the calling you have received.  Be completely humble and 

gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

Look at the last line of this Yerse- “bear Zith”.  Our first read 
might interpret this Yerse to mean- put up Zith.  But instead, 
this Yerse giYes us the image of a pair of o[en ploughing the 
field, linked together b\ a Zooden \oke.  If the\ “bear” into 
the \oke together, the Zork is shouldered b\ both.  If the\ 
“bear” unequall\ or in different directions, the burden Zill be 
hard, or the \oke Zill break injuring the o[en.  HoZ are \ou 
called to “bear Zith” someone toda\?  

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for the Dunn famil\, the 
Hinkelde\ famil\ and Paulette Thomas as the\ serYe in    
mission. 

BE 
BE-ȱAĴit�desǱȱBle��edȱa�eȱ�ho�eȱ hoȱmo��n…  

 
SXnda\, SeSWembeU 27                                   John 11:17-36 
   

Before Words  

Grief… All of us haYe tasted from this bitter pill.  Grief 
changes \ou.  It seeps into eYer\ creYice of \our being and 
inYades eYer\ thought.  Grief can make \ou feel lonel\ eYen 
in a croZded room.   

Think of a time Zhen \ou Zere Zeighed doZn b\ grief.  
Take a moment to remember the person \ou lost, or the 
blessing in \our life that turned to challenge. Imagine Jesus 
Zith \ou like he Zas Zith Martha and Mar\ Zhen their 
brother died. 

What Zere the lessons that \ou learned from that time of 
grief?  Did \ou see God in the midst of \our grief… through 
the gift of a friend, a moment of peace, strength Zhen \ou 
thought \ou Zere finished…  

HoZ haYe \ou e[perienced comfort? 

Think of someone Zho is in mourning toda\.  HoZ might 
\ou be an instrument of comfort in that person’s life? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for people facing        
terminal illness, for peace, for relief from suffering, for 
God’s presence in the midst, for their families and caregiYers 
sharing the journe\ Zith them. 

 



MRnda\, SeSWembeU 28                                       Isaiah 61:1-3  
 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor… to comfort 

all who mourn and provide for all those who grieve… 

The images in this passage come from the ancient practices of 
marking \our face Zith ash and coYering \our head Zith a 
dark garment to shoZ grief much like Zearing a black arm-
band or dark clothing.  When the period of mourning is oYer, 
the markings are discarded.  Isaiah shoZs the ministr\ of 
helping a grieYing person to moYe from mourning to life.  

HoZ might God use \ou to bring that transformation? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for people struggling Zith 
suicidal thoughts, for families in the grief after a suicide. 
God’s healing grace.  

 

TXeVda\, SeSWembeU 29                                      Psalm 30:5,11  

Weeping may remain for a night,  
but rejoicing comes in the morning….  
You turned my wailing into dancing… 

 
HaYe \ou knoZn that kind of healing- tears to jo\?  Some-
times Ze find ourselYes in the middle of the tZo.  Imagine a 
funeral luncheon filled Zith laughter and tears as stories are 
told.  Each tear lets the hurt escape… each ripple of laughter 
brings a step toZard healing.  Where are \ou in this journe\ of 
Zeeping/rejoicing?  HoZ can \ou help another on that      
journe\? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for the staff of Lenape 
Valle\ Church. 

WedneVda\, OcWRbeU 7                                       Numbers 12:3   

Moses was a meek man,  
more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth. 

Take a moment toda\ to read this stor\ about a sister and 
brother Zho talked against their brother behind his back.  
HaYe \ou eYer knoZn that kind of betra\al?  Gossip- those 
Zords spoken behind us, about us, are hurtful.  Here, Miriam 
and Aaron are taking one more step in rall\ing others against 
Moses.  HaYe \ou knoZn that leYel of betra\al?  HaYe \ou  
eYer justified   betra\ing another in this Za\?  What can \ou 
learn from this stor\? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for our missionaries as 
the\ serYe in different cultures, that the\ ma\ be able to       
introduce people to Jesus and help them groZ in faith. 

 

 

ThXUVda\, OcWRbeU 8   Psalm 37:11   

The meek will inherit the land and enjoy great peace. 

When \ou read the Zhole Psalm, \ou Zill see the contrast    
betZeen the meek and the Zicked.  Look at Y. 14-15 Zhere the 
Zeapon of the Zicked ultimatel\ brings their oZn doZnfall.   
V.37 promises: “There is a future for the person of peace.”  
Psalm 37 stands in direct contrast to the Za\ Ze think this 
Zorld Zorks.  Can Ze trust that God changes the rules in the 
final reckoning of eternit\?  Where do \ou see God changing 
the rules to bring blessing toda\ for the meek? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for the ministr\ of the 
Gift of Life House that supports transplant patients and       
families.   



MRnda\, OcWRbeU 5                                                 Titus 3:1-2   
 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities,     
to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good,  
to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate,                             

and to show true humility to all people. 

The people of Titus’s da\ liYed under the rule of Rome,      
oppressed, ta[ed Zithout representation, Zith no Yoice in 
their goYernance.  We complain about our goYernment all the 
time, but Ze haYe no idea Zhat it Zould be like to liYe in the 
realit\ of Titus’ da\.  Is this passage the call to be a good     
citi]en, a laZ-abiding citi]en, a peaceable citi]en?  What do 
\ou do if \ou disagree Zith the “rulers”?  Can Ze call for 
change in a Za\ that is peaceable and humble?   

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\:  Pra\ for our nation’s leaders, 
for Godl\ men and Zomen to seek God’s call for our nation. 

 

TXeVda\, OcWRbeU 6                                         Colossians 3:12    

As God¶s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,  
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,  

gentleness and patience. 

Look at the character traits to Zhich Ze are called.  What trait 
do \ou Zear noZ?  What trait is hard to put on?  Notice that 
Paul does not giYe the option of just Zearing one or tZo.  All 
are necessar\ to be full\ clothed.  Missing compassion Zould 
be like going into the store Zithout shoes.  Missing gentleness 
Zould be like coming to church Zithout pants on.  Hopefull\ 
\ou are laughing at the thought!  Take a moment to remember 
that \ou are “hol\ and dearl\ loYed.  As God’s people, all the 
traits are possible.  

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for Cornerstone       
Christian Academy and the Common Place in SW Phill\. 

WedneVda\, SeSWembeU 30                         Ecclesiastes 3:1,4   
 

There is a time for every season under heaven…                   
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;                                                          

a time to mourn, and a time to dance… 
 
What time are \ou in toda\?  We can moYe from one season 
to the ne[t and back again, oYer and oYer… 
 
Where is God in this floZ of seasons?  Does God cause the 
seasons like he brings spring rains and summer draught?     
Or is it possible that God shares the seasons Zith us…   
Zeeping… laughing… alZa\s there? 
 
 PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for those struggling to 
forgiYe.  Ask for the grace to be able to forgiYe. 

 
 
ThXUVda\, OcWRbeU 1                                  ReYelation 21:4-5  

 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes.                                  

There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things have passed away.                                 

Behold, I am making everything new! 
 

HaYe \ou knoZn someone Zho clings to grief… as if that 
pain is the last shed of connection Zith the person lost?  HaYe 
\ou eYer languished in the pain?  Imagine the One Zho cried 
Zith Mar\ Zhen her brother died… Ziping \our tears aZa\.  
Imagine taking one step and then another into a neZ da\… 
not forgetting, but finding neZ life after… 
 
PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for Sunda\ School,  
Genesis, and \outh ministr\ teachers that the\ Zould jo\ful-
l\, creatiYel\ and Biblicall\ share the good neZs of Jesus 
Christ. 



FUida\, OcWRbeU 2                                           Isaiah 25:8, 26:4   

Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, is the Rock eternal… 
The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces;  

he will swallow up death forever. 

Consider the promise- “he Zill sZalloZ up death foreYer.” 

What does that mean?  Think of the Zords from Great is Th\ 
Faithfulness- “strength for toda\, bright hope for tomorroZ.”  
That bright hope comes from Jesus conquering death, so that 
Ze do not need to fear the graYe.  We are promised life that is 
fuller, richer, more aliYe in our da\s be\ond than in our da\s 
here.  HoZ does that truth impact \our grieYing? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for those liYing alone, for 
God’s presence, for good friends, for peace in the quiet       
moments.  HoZ might \ou ease someone’s loneliness?  

 

SaWXUda\, OcWRbeU 3                                           John 11:32-37   

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was,                    
she fell at his feet.  “Lord, if you had been here,                    

my brother would not have died.´   

We knoZ that the Maker of heaYen and earth is able to do 
“immeasurabl\ more than all Ze ask or imagine.”  So Zhat do 
Ze do Zhen God does not do Zhat Ze haYe hoped, and Ze are 
left Zith loss and grief?  Wh\ does God heal sometimes and 
other times alloZs the healing to happen in the life to come?  
What do Ze do Zith faith questions that cannot be ansZered 
full\ Zith our limited understanding?  Where do Ze find    
comfort Zhen Ze do not understand? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for the ministr\ of Bold 
Hope (aka Poverty Resolutions) and for the healing of Haiti. 

BE 
BE-ȱAĴit�desǱȱBle��edȱa�eȱ�heȱmeek… 

 
SXnda\, OcWRbeU 4                                       Isaiah 53:7   
 

Meek or Mild?   

He was oppressed and afflicted,  
yet he did not open his mouth;   

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  
and as a sheep before her shearer is silent,  

he did not open his mouth. 
 

What does it mean to be meek?  

The prophet Isaiah describes Jesus as meek.  In our social 
parlance, meek is seen as the opposite of poZerful.  Yet, the 
moment of Jesus’ greatest poZer came on the cross.   

What does it mean for us to be meek? 

What is this “earth” that the meek Zill inherit?  From our 
perspectiYe, it seems that the meek are crushed and the  
poZerful inherit eYer\thing.  What does Jesus mean?   

Look at the description in ReYelation 21 of the “neZ heaYen, 
neZ earth” that Jesus is bringing.  That “neZ earth” is God’s 
re-creation… so different from the earth that the poZerful 
Zork so hard to Zin.  Where are \ou catching a glimpse of 
that “neZ earth” Zhere the meek are blessed and are a  
blessing? 

PUa\eU CRnceUn fRU Whe Da\: Pra\ for Refugees looking 
for safe haYen.  Pra\ for  the children… for the families… 
for the Christians Zho are homeless because of their faith. 
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 The BE -aWWLWXdeV 
DaUe WR BE! 

 
GreeWingV! ThiV fall Whe faiWh commXniW\ of Lenape Valle\ Zill be e[ploring God’V       
challenge for XV Wo DDUH WR BE!  Imagine BEing Whe people God haV creaWed XV Wo be… BE-
ing Whe faiWh commXniW\ WhaW God haV creaWed XV Wo be!  JeVXV’ Sermon on Whe MoXnW offerV 
XV a game plan for liYing inWo WhaW life!  ThiV fall Ze Zill e[plore Whe opening leVVonV foXnd 
in WhaW “Vermon” ofWen knoZn aV Whe BEaWiWXdeV.  Each of Whe BeaWiWXdeV giYeV XV a glimpVe 
inWo God’V call.  Each leVVon noW onl\ VhoZV XV God’V bleVVing in oXr liYeV, bXW alVo callV 
XV Wo BE God’V bleVVing in Whe life of anoWher. 
 
OXr BE VWXd\ Zill open ZiWh an e[ploraWion of Whe meaning of “EOHVVHG” becaXVe each    
BeaWiWXde offerV God’V bleVVing in reVponVe Wo oXr life realiW\.  Then, one VWXd\ aW a Wime, 
Ze Zill Xnpack Whe BeaWiWXde leVVonV WhaW JeVXV offerV, conVidering Whe life realiW\ and Whe 
bleVVing offered.  The DDUH aVpecW of oXr VWXd\ Zill come Zhen Ze conVider hoZ Ze are 
called Wo BE God’V bleVVing in Whe liYeV of oWherV.  For e[ample, imagine knoZing God’V 
comforW Zhen Ze moXrn and When finding Za\V Wo be an inVWrXmenW of God’V comforW Zhen 
oWherV moXrn.  Keep in mind WhaW Whe BeaWiWXdeV are more Whan a caWalogXe of God-like    
aWWiWXdeV WhaW Ze VhoXld emXlaWe.  InVWead, Whe\ are a deVcripWion of hoZ God bleVVeV XV in 
Whe midVW of life Vo WhaW Ze can be a bleVVing.     
 
TheVe VWXdieV can be e[plored indiYidXall\ or in a Vmall groXp.  Find Whe VeWWing WhaW beVW 
alloZV \oX Wo dig inWo God’V Word Wo find God’V call in \oXr life.  YoX Zill noWice WhaW Where 
iV more maWerial in WhiV VWXd\ gXide Whan \oX ma\ be able Wo compleWe in one ViWWing.  Feel 
free Wo pick and chooVe Zhich of Whe Bible paVVageV Wo e[plore, and Zhich qXeVWionV beVW 
help \oX Wo do WhaW e[ploraWion.  LeW WhiV VWXd\ gXide be jXVW WhaW- a gXide.  YoX ma\ chooVe 
Wo VWreWch each VeVVion inWo more Whan one Wime, Vo WhaW \oX can e[plore each beaWiWXde 
more deepl\.  Shape \oXr VWXd\ proceVV inWo Whe e[perience WhaW beVW helpV \oX Wo Veek 
God’V call.  MoVW of all, carYe oXW Wime for pra\er!  Pra\er iV Zhere God moYeV and VhapeV 
oXr hearWV and mindV Vo WhaW Ze Zill become a people afWer God’V oZn hearW. 
 
FriendV, God iV calling XV Wo DDUH WR BE Whe miVVion of JeVXV ChriVW Wo Whe Zorld God Vo 
loYeV.  I am e[ciWed Wo Vhare WhaW joXrne\ ZiWh \oX WhiV fall. 
 
WiWh \oX in Whe miVVion, 
 
Anita 

 
 
 
 
 



SWXG\ 1:  BE- BOeVVed… MDWWKHZ 5:1-12 
     
TKH GDWKHULQJ   
 OSHQLQJ QXHVWLRQ- WhaW are \oX hoping Wo geW oXW of WhiV VWXd\? 
 
  OSHQLQJ PUD\HU- Share concernV and pra\ for one anoWher. 
 
TKH SWXG\  
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:1-12 
The BeaWiWXdeV are parW of ZhaW haV come Wo be knoZn aV Whe Sermon on Whe MoXnW.  ThiV 
Vermon iV more likel\ a compilaWion of VermonV WhaW JeVXV WaXghW, placed in Whe opening   
pageV of MaWWheZ’V goVpel aV Whe declaraWion of hiV eWhical WeachingV.  Man\ of WheVe 
“VermonV” are alVo foXnd in LXke’V goVpel accoXnW, bXW Where Whe\ are inWerVperVed among 
oWher WeachingV, healingV and eYenWV. Some haYe called Whe Sermon on Whe MoXnW Whe 
“CompendiXm of ChriVW’V DocWrine”, Whe “Magna CarWa of Whe Kingdom”, eYen Whe 
“ManifeVWo of Whe King.” 
 

In WhiV VWXd\, Ze Zill concenWraWe on Whe opening Vermon in WhiV collecWion.  Before Ze begin 
Wo Xnpack Whe richeV of Whe BeaWiWXdeV, Wake a momenW and liVWen Wo Whe VimpliciW\ of Wheir  
ZiVdom. 

 :KLFK EHDWLWXGH FRQQHFWV WR \RXU OLIH ULJKW QRZ?    
:KLFK EHDWLWXGH KDYH \RX H[SHULHQFHG DORQJ WKH ZD\?  
:KLFK EHDWLWXGH GR \RX ILQG XQVHWWOLQJ, WURXEOLQJ, XQGHVLUDEOH? 
 

RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:1-2 
NoWice Whe deWailV WhaW MaWWheZ inclXdeV in WhiV opening deVcripWion. 
 
“HH ZHQW XS RQ WKH PRXQWDLQ VLGH…” 
Think back Wo Whe VWor\ of MoVeV- E[odXV 19.  God callV MoVeV Wo go Xp Whe moXnWain- MW. 
Sinai- Wo meeW ZiWh God.  WhaW did God giYe MoVeV on Whe moXnWain?  Do \oX remember 
VWone WableWV… giYen WZice (E[odXV 32-33) becaXVe of Whe people’V diVobedience?  ThiV 
moXnWain encoXnWer beWZeen MoVeV and God iV Whe beginning of Whe foXndaWion of IVrael’V 
relaWionVhip ZiWh God.  ThoVe 10 commandmenWV are Whe cenWral eWhical WeachingV in Whe Old 
TeVWamenW.  The people are called Wo liYe in a diVWincWl\ differenW Za\ Whan all Whe oWher      
peopleV of Whe earWh, WhaW Whe\ ZoXld “bleVV” Whe naWionV (GeneViV 12, IVaiah 49).  The Sermon 
on Whe MoXnW VerYeV aV Whe main eWhical WeachingV of Whe NeZ TeVWamenW.  HoZ inWereVWing 
WhaW Whe Vermon beginV ZiWh “bleVVingV”.   
 

AW Whe end of MoVeV’ Wime leading Whe people of IVrael he iV once again on Whe moXnWain- WhiV 
Wime MW. Horeb.  There MoVeV gaWherV Whe people WogeWher on Whe moXnWain Wo hear hiV final 
Vermon WhaW VendV Whem inWo Whe PromiVed Land.  MaWWheZ knoZV WhaW hiV JeZiVh aXdience 
Zill caWch Whe connecWion beWZeen Whe ancienW WimeV on Whe moXnWain, receiYing God’V Zord, 
and WhiV momenW Zhen JeVXV iV Weaching.  The momenW echoeV Whe propheW IVaiah 2:3, “Come 
leW XV go Xp Whe moXnWain of Whe Lord… He Zill Weach XV hiV Za\V, Vo WhaW Ze ma\ Zalk in hiV 
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HDYH \RX HYHU HQFRXQWHUHG D PRXQWDLQ WRS H[SHULHQFH ZKHQ GRG VSRNH WR \RXU KHDUW 
DQG PLQG? 

 
“KH VDW GRZQ…” 
SiWWing iV Whe poViWion WhaW a rabbi ZoXld Wake Zhen he ZaV read\ Wo Weach.  OfWen Ze Vee   
JeVXV ViWWing Wo Weach.  In Whe V\nagogXe do Ze Vee JeVXV VWanding aV he readV from Whe 
VcrollV and e[plainV Wheir meaning.  He alVo WeacheV aV he healV and aV he ZalkV along Whe 
paWh… bXW moVW of Whe Wime he aVVXmeV Whe ViWWing poVWXre Vo WhaW hiV diVcipleV knoZ Wo     
liVWen Zell.  NoWice, Zhen he VaW doZn, hiV diVcipleV came.  
 

 :KDW HQFRXUDJHV \RX WR VWRS DQG OLVWHQ IRU WKH OHVVRQV RI JHVXV? 
 
 

“HH EHJDQ WR WHDFK…” 
The liWeral WranVlaWion of Whe Greek readV- “he opened hiV moXWh…” a Va\ing WhaW indicaWed a 
Volemn, VignificanW XWWerance.  The Yerb WenVe for “Weach” iV noW a paVW WenVe, bXW an           
imperfecW Zhich meanV a repeaWed acWion.  In oWher ZordV, he WaXghW again and again, leVVonV 
of greaW imporWance.   
 

 :KDW OHVVRQ RI LPSRUWDQFH KDV JHVXV XWWHUHG LQWR \RXU KHDUW? 
 
 
NoZ, focXV on Whe Zord “bleVVing.”  The KJV WranVlaWeV Whe Zord “makarioi” aV “happ\” bXW 
Whe fXll conWe[W of Whe Va\ingV VXggeVWV a deeper WranVlaWion- “bleVVed.”  A more WhoXghWfXl 
inWerpreWaWion deVcribeV “bleVVed” aV a godl\ jo\.   
 

7DNH D PRPHQW WR WDON DERXW WKH GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ “KDSS\” DQG “EOHVVHG”.  
  
 

Happ\ ofWen deVcribeV a VWaWe of being WhaW iV conWingenW on Whe circXmVWanceV.  
BleVVed deVcribeV a promiVed gifW WhaW can come Zhen Whe circXmVWanceV are moVW          
challenged.  In DeXWeronom\ 28 MoVeV remindV Whe people of “bleVVingV” and “cXrVeV”- 
boWh are Whe conVeqXenceV of choiceV WhaW Whe people ZoXld make.  In Whe beaWiWXdeV, Whe 
cXrVeV are Whe realiW\ of oXr liYeV dXe Wo Whe brokenneVV of Whe Zorld, and Whe bleVVingV are 
Whe gifWV of God aV grace in Whe midVW.  NoWice Whe difference beWZeen a Zorld goYerned b\ 
Whe laZ (OT) and a Zorld WranVformed b\ grace (NT)- Whe old coYenanW YerVXV Whe neZ    
coYenanW.  JeVXV iV deVcribing a Zorld WhaW iV XpVide-doZn from oXr Zorldl\ perVpecWiYe.  
The beaWiWXdeV Weach XV Wo Vee Whe Zorld from a neZ perVpecWiYe. 

 

 :KLFK EHDWLWXGH VHHPV WKH PRVW XSVLGH-GRZQ WR \RX? 
 
 

And finall\, Ze all ZanW Wo knoZ- Zhen Zill Whe bleVVingV come?  Are WheVe bleVVingV 
for laWer or for noZ?  NoWice Whe WenVe of Whe Yerb… EOHVVHG DUH… noW “bleVVed Zill be”. The 
HebreZ V\non\m DVKUH- iV liWerall\ WranVlaWed “Oh, Whe bleVVedneVV of…”  TheVe beaWiWXdeV 
are noW promiVeV for laWer, leaYing XV Wo VXffer noZ in Whe brokenneVV ZiWhoXW grace for Whe 
joXrne\.  InVWead, WheVe are gifWV of grace in Whe midVW.   

 

 HDYH \RX H[SHULHQFHG JUDFH LQ WKH PLGVW…? 
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“7KH JUHDWQHVV RI WKH BHDWLWXGHV LV WKDW WKH\ DUH QRW ZLVWIXO JOLPSVHV RI VRPH IXWXUH 

EHDXW\;  WKH\ DUH QRW HYHQ JROGHQ SURPLVHV RI VRPH GLVWDQW JORU\;  WKH\ DUH WULXPSKDQW VKRXWV 
RI EOLVV IRU D SHUPDQHQW MR\ WKDW QRWKLQJ LQ WKH ZRUOG FDQ HYHU WDNH DZD\.”   

William Barcla\ (MaWWheZ) 
 
  
 
 
CORVLQJ PUD\HU:  Share one pra\er concern for Whe memberV of \oXr Vmall groXp Wo hold in 
pra\er XnWil \oX meeW again. 
 
 
HRPHZRUN:  ConWemplaWe- “BleVVed are Whe poor in VpiriW and Whe perVecXWed for WheirV iV Whe 
Kingdom of HeaYen.” 
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SWXG\ 2:  BE- BOeVVed aUe Whe PRRU aQd PeUVecXWed  
 

BOHVVHG DUH WKH SRRU LQ VSLULW… EOHVVHG DUH WKH SHUVHFXWHG,                                                    
IRU WKH\ ZLOO LQKHULW WKH KLQJGRP RI HHDYHQ.  

         (MDWWKHZ 5:3,10)   
   

TKH GDWKHULQJ   
 

OSHQLQJ QXHVWLRQ- HaYe \oX eYer paid a perVonal price for being a ChriVWian? 
 

 OSHQLQJ PUD\HU- Share concernV and pra\ for one anoWher. 
 

TKH SWXG\  
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:3-12 
Take a momenW and noWice Vome of Whe poinWV of compariVon beWZeen beaWiWXdeV.   
 

The BeaWiWXdeV are organi]ed in WZo groXpV of 4 “bleVVing” VWaWemenWV,  
 each conViVWing of WhirW\-Vi[ Greek ZordV.   
 
All Whe bleVVingV in Whe firVW foXr begin ZiWh Whe leWWer “pi”.   
 
The laVW beaWiWXde in each groXp referV Wo righWeoXVneVV.   
 
The firVW foXr are ofWen called Whe paVViYe bleVVingV.  The laVW foXr are ofWen called Whe  
acWiYe bleVVingV. 
 
NoWice WhaW all of Whe beaWiWXdeV are dealing ZiWh Whe brokenneVV in Whe Zorld. 
 
NoWice WhaW Whe bleVVing comeV aV a gifW of grace Wo heal Whe brokenneVV. 

 
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:3 
ConVider ZhaW iW meanV Wo be “SRRU LQ VSLULW.”  
 

 DHILQH WKH ZRUG “SRRU.”  
 

 The Greek Zord for poor XVed here meanV- deVWiWXWe ZiWh no meanV Wo proYide for 
WhemVelYeV, compleWel\ dependenW on oWherV Wo proYide for Wheir needV.  A beggar.  He coXld 
haYe XVed a leVV VWark Zord WhaW ZoXld mean Whe “Zorking poor”, WhoVe Zho jXVW goW b\ da\ 
Wo da\.  InVWead, he XVeV a Zord WhaW meanW XWWerl\, abjecWl\ impoYeriVhed.   

 
:LWK WKDW VWDUN GHILQLWLRQ, ZKDW GRHV LW PHDQ WR EH “SRRU LQ VSLULW”?   
 

JeVXV iV Walking aboXW WhoVe Zho recogni]e WhaW Whe\ are incapable of proYiding         
VpiriWXall\ for WhemVelYeV; WhaW Whe\ broXghW noWhing ZiWh Whem WhaW ZoXld gain Whem         
enWrance inWo Whe kingdom.   
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CRQVLGHU WKHVH SDVVDJHV.   
 

Mark 10:14-15 

EpheVianV 2:8-10 

II CorinWhianV 4:7 

II CorinWhianV 12:9-10 

MaWWheZ 9:12-13 
 

:KDW GRHV WKLV SDVVDJH WHDFK \RX DERXW WKH PHDQLQJ RI “SRRU LQ VSLULW”? 
 

The old VWandard h\mn 5RFN RI AJHV readV:  
 “NRWKLQJ LQ P\ KDQG I EULQJ, VLPSO\ WR WKH FURVV I FOLQJ.” 
 

 :KDW GRHV LW ORRN OLNH IRU \RX WR EH “SRRU LQ VSLULW”? 
 

“IRU WKHLUV LV WKH KLQJGRP RI HHDYHQ…” 
:KHUH LV HHDYHQ?  

IV heaYen Zhere Ze go Zhen Ze die?  IV heaYen Whe hope Ze haYe for Zhen WhiV life iV oYer 
and oXr VWrXggleV haYe ceaVed?   
 
The Bible WeacheV WhaW “HeaYen” iV Whe domain of God.  We begin Wo XnderVWand WhiV bleVVing 
b\ recogni]ing WhaW God iV noW VeparaWe in Vome oWher Vphere of e[iVWence.  When JeVXV WakeV 
on hXman fleVh, he iV Whe EmmanXel- God ZiWh XV.  HiV preVence dZellV ZiWh XV WhroXgh Whe 
SpiriW.  Remember JeVXV declared: “Whe kingdom of God iV aW hand.”  (MaWWheZ 3:2, 4:17) He 
ZaV noW poinWing Wo Vome VeparaWe kingdom WhaW Ze Zill one da\ e[perience, bXW raWher JeVXV 
ZaV inaXgXraWing Whe kingdom here and noZ, in oXr midVW.   Remember from LeVVon #1 WhaW 
JeVXV WaXghW “EOHVVHG DUH…” noW “EOHVVHG ZLOO EH”.   The bleVVing of Whe Kingdom can be 
knoZn here and noZ for WhoVe Zho recogni]e Wheir poYerW\ of VpiriW and are open Wo God’V 
richeV. 
 HDYH \RX FDXJKW D JOLPSVH RI WKH KLQJGRP RI HHDYHQ? 

 :KR GR \RX NQRZ LV SRRU LQ VSLULW DQG NQRZV WKH ULFKHV RI WKH NLQJGRP? 

 
One laVW noWe: Whe Greek Zord “WheirV” indicaWeV WhaW WhiV bleVVing iV e[clXViYe, WhaW onl\ Whe 
“poor in VpiriW” Zill e[perience Whe kingdom of heaYen.  The reVW of XV Zho are Vo VXre Ze 
can  proYide for oXrVelYeV Zill miVV Whe bleVVing. 
 

CRQVLGHU: RHYHODWLRQ 3:14-22 
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RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:10-12 

HDYH \RX HYHU EHHQ SHUVHFXWHG EHFDXVH RI \RXU IDLWK? 

DR \RX NQRZ DQ\RQH ZKR KDV? 

JeVXV kneZ WhaW Whe people in hiV aXdience ZoXld e[perience perVecXWion if Whe\ folloZed him.  
He kneZ WhaW Whe paWh ZoXld be dangeroXV and painfXl for moVW of hiV folloZerV.  AV American 
ChriVWianV Ze haYe been Vhielded from VXch dangerV.  AW Whe moVW, Ze receiYe cenVXre in Whe 
form of an XncomforWable momenW, or a diVapproYing look.  MoVW of XV knoZ hoZ Wo aYoid 
WhoVe XnpleaVanW momenWV, Vo Ze are VilenW Zhen Ze probabl\ VhoXld Vpeak.   

HDYH \RX HYHU EHHQ OLNH WKH SURSKHWV- FRXUDJHRXV HQRXJK WR VSHDN D EROG ZRUG LQ WKH 
IDLWK?   

HDYH \RX WDNHQ D VWDQG IRU MXVWLFH… IRU PHUF\… IRU KHDOLQJ?  

:KR GR \RX NQRZ WKDW KDV EHHQ EROG LQ WKH IDLWK? 

 
MDWWKHZ 5:10 
“IRU WKHLUV LV WKH NLQJGRP RI KHDYHQ” 
 
:K\ GR \RX WKLQN WKH SHUVHFXWHG UHFHLYH WKH VDPH EOHVVLQJ DV WKRVH ZKR DUH SRRU LQ VSLULW? 

  
ConVider hoZ \oX mighW be a bleVVing… hoZ \oX mighW bring Whe kingdom of heaYen inWo Whe 

liYeV of oWherV… WhroXgh \oXr ZillingneVV Wo liYe like Whe propheWV of old. 
 
CORVLQJ PUD\HU:  Share one pra\er concern for Whe memberV of \oXr Vmall groXp Wo hold in 
pra\er XnWil \oX meeW again. 
 
HRPHZRUN:  ConWemplaWe- “BleVVed are WhoVe Zho moXrn, for Whe\ Zill be comforWed.” 
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 SWXG\ 3:  BE- BOeVVed aUe WhRVe ZhR PRXUQ…  
 

BOHVVHG DUH WKRVH ZKR PRXUQ… IRU WKH\ ZLOO EH FRPIRUWHG. 
(MDWWKHZ 5:4)   

  
TKH GDWKHULQJ  
  

OSHQLQJ QXHVWLRQ- Share a jo\ from WhiV Zeek. 
 
 OSHQLQJ PUD\HU- Share concernV and pra\ for one anoWher. 

 
TKH SWXG\ 
 
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:4 

6KDUH WRJHWKHU \RXU LQLWLDO WKRXJKWV DERXW ZKDW WKLV EHDWLWXGH PHDQV.   
 
Greek iV a rich and diYerVe langXage; ofWen Where are VeYeral ZordV in Whe Greek WhaW Ze 

WranVlaWe ZiWh one Zord in EngliVh.  There are foXr ZordV in Greek WhaW Ze WranVlaWe aV 
“moXrn”.  The Greek Zord XVed in WhiV BeaWiWXde- SHQWKRXQWHV”- iV Whe VWrongeVW of Whe Greek 
ZordV, meaning biWWer VorroZ, being broken-hearWed.   

 

 6KDUH D WLPH ZKHQ \RX KDYH H[SHULHQFHG JULHI. 
 
 HRZ ZHUH \RX FRPIRUWHG?   
  
ThoXgh JeVXV doeV noW Vpecificall\ VWaWe WhaW “God Zill comforW \oX”, WhaW meaning iV    

inWimaWed in each of Whe BeaWiWXdeV.  TheVe bleVVingV come from Whe hand of God. 

 :KHQ \RX ZHUH FRPIRUWHG, FRXOG \RX VHH WKH KDQG RI GRG DW ZRUN? 

 CDQ \RX VHH GRG DW ZRUN LQ \RXU OLIH DV \RX UHIOHFW EDFN? 

 
The Greek WenVe of Whe Zord “moXrn” iV in Whe preVenW.  ThiV bleVVing iV for WhoVe Zho are 

moXrning noZ.   
 :KR GR \RX NQRZ ZKR LV LQ WKH WKURHV RI JULHI?  
  

:LWQHVVLQJ WKHLU JULHI, ZKDW KDYH \RX VHHQ?  
  
:KDW KDYH \RX OHDUQHG DERXW JULHI? 
 

NoWice WhaW Where iV an abVence of a Vpecific objecW for Whe moXrning… ThiV openneVV 
leaYeV Whe opporWXniW\ for each Wo perVonali]e WhiV BeaWiWXde Wo Wheir liYeV.  
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ConVider Whe poVVibiliWieV: 
LoVV of a loYed one… Vee Whe VWor\ of MarWha and Mar\ Zhen Wheir broWher La]arXV died

- John chapWer11… Vee JeVXV’ emoWional reVponVe- John 11:35 
 
GrieYing Whe brokenneVV of Whe Zorld- Vee JeVXV’ e[ample-                                      
 MaWWheZ 23:37-38, MaWWheZ 9:35-38 

 
GrieYing oXr Vin and oXr VWrXggle Wo break Whe c\cle of Vin-                                         

PValm 51, IVaiah 6:5 
 
:KLFK RI WKHVH VRUURZV KDYH \RX H[SHULHQFHG? 

:KDW RWKHU VRUURZV ZRXOG \RX DGG WR WKH OLVW? 

:KDW RWKHU VRUURZV GR \RX VHH LQ WKH BLEOLFDO VWRU\? 

 
WhaW are Whe leVVonV WhaW Ze learn WhroXgh VorroZ?   

6KDUH WKH LQVLJKWV WKDW \RX GLVFRYHU IURP WKHVH SDVVDJHV: 

II CorinWhianV 4:16-18 

RomanV 5:1-5 

EccleViaVWeV 7:2-4 

 
:KDW RWKHU LQVLJKWV KDYH \RX GLVFRYHUHG IURP JULHI? 

 
WhaW doeV God’V “comforW” look like? 

John 11- JeVXV ZiWh MarWha (Y.21-27) and JeVXV ZiWh Mar\ (Y. 32-36) 
 

:K\ GRHV JHVXV KDYH D GLIIHUHQW DSSURDFK ZLWK WKH VLVWHUV? 
 
:KDW DSSURDFK GRHV JHVXV KDYH ZLWK \RX? 
 
:KDW DSSURDFK KDYH \RX XVHG ZLWK RWKHUV? 
 

PValm 30:11-12  
HDYH \RX NQRZQ WKDW WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ?  HRZ?  :KHQ? 
 

I TheVValonianV 4:13-14  
:KDW KRSH GR ZH KDYH? 
 
HRZ GRHV RXU CKULVWLDQ KRSH EULQJ FRPIRUW? 
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RHYHODWLRQ 21:1-5 

IV WKLV MXVW WKH KRSH IRU ODWHU?  IV GRG GRLQJ WKLV KHDOLQJ ZRUN QRZ? 
 

C.H. SpXrgeon-  
“GRG’V FKLOGUHQ UXQ KRPH ZKHQ WKH VWRUP FRPHV RQ.  IW LV WKH KHDYHQ ERUQ LQVWLQFW WR 

VHHN VKHOWHU IURP DOO LOOV EHQHDWK WKH ZLQJV RI JHKRYDK.” 
 
 
RoberW BroZning HamilWon- 
I ZDONHG D PLOH ZLWK 3OHDVXUH 
 6KH FKDWWHG DOO WKH ZD\ 
BXW OHIW PH QRQH WKH ZLVH  
 FRU DOO VKH KDG WR VD\ 
 
I ZDONHG D PLOH ZLWK 6RUURZ 
 AQG QH’HU D ZRUG VDLG VKH, 
BXW, RK, WKH WKLQJV I OHDUQHG IURP KHU 
 :KHQ 6RUURZ ZDONHG ZLWK PH 

 
 
HoZ iV God calling XV?  HoZ doeV God ZanW Wo XVe XV aV inVWrXmenWV of HiV comforW for 
WhoVe Zho moXrn? 
 CRQVLGHU WKHVH SDVVDJHV… ZKDW FDOO GR \RX KHDU? 
 

 7R ZKRP LV GRG FDOOLQJ \RX?   
 

II CorinWhianV 1:3-5 
 
IVaiah 61:1-3 

. 
 
CORVLQJ PUD\HU:  Share one pra\er concern for Whe memberV of \oXr Vmall groXp Wo hold in 
pra\er XnWil \oX meeW again. 
 
HRPHZRUN:  ConWemplaWe- BOHVVHG DUH WKH PHHN, IRU WKH\ ZLOO LQKHULW WKH HDUWK. 

(MDWWKHZ 5:5) 
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SWXG\ 4:  BE- BOeVVed aUe Whe PeeN  
 

BOHVVHG DUH WKH PHHN… IRU WKH\ VKDOO LQKHULW WKH HDUWK. 
                  (MDWWKHZ 5:5)    

 
TKH GDWKHULQJ   
 

OSHQLQJ QXHVWLRQ- Who do \oX Whink iV Whe moVW poZerfXl perVon in Whe Zorld?                                              
  (Do noW anVZer- JeVXV or God… name a perVon in Whe Zorld.) 

 
 OSHQLQJ PUD\HU- Share concernV and pra\ for one anoWher. 
 

TKH SWXG\ 
 
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:5 

6KDUH WRJHWKHU \RXU LQLWLDO WKRXJKWV DERXW ZKDW WKLV EHDWLWXGH PHDQV.   
 
Take a VWep back and Whink aboXW Whe Za\ WhaW WhiV Zorld YieZV meekneVV.   

DHILQH WKH ZRUG.   
 
GLYH H[DPSOHV RI KRZ WKLV ZRUOG YLHZV PHHNQHVV.   

 
7KLQN DERXW WKH SRVLWLYH GHILQLWLRQV DQG WKH QHJDWLYH FRQQRWDWLRQV WKDW RXU FXOWXUH JLYHV 
WR PHHNQHVV. 
 
CRQVLGHU Vome of WheVe Zorldl\ definiWionV for meek: 
VicWim 
Weak 
PoZerleVV 
OppreVVed 
DoormaW 
SpineleVV, SXbVerYienW, SXbmiVViYe, IneffecWiYe 

 
CRQVLGHU Vome of Whe biblical definiWionV for meek: 

LoZl\ 
Make no claim for WhemVelYeV 
NoW pridefXl 
Willing Wo VXffer for Whe Vake of anoWher 
SWrengWh Xnder conWrol 
GenWleneVV WhaW iV VWrong- conVider Whe Werm “genWleman” and “genWleZoman” 
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ConVider meekneVV WhroXgh Whe e[ample of JeVXV: 
 

RHDG: MDWWKHZ 11:29   
:KDW GRHV LW PHDQ WKDW JHVXV LV “KXPEOH” RI KHDUW? 
 

RHDG: IVDLDK 53:1-9   
“LLNH D ODPE OHG WR WKH VODXJKWHU, DQG DV D VKHHS EHIRUH KHU VKHDUHUV LV VLOHQW,  
 VR KH GLG QRW RSHQ KLV PRXWK.”   
 

:KDW LV WKH VLJQLILFDQFH RI WKLV LPDJH?   
 
:KDW GRHV WKLV WHDFK XV DERXW JHVXV WKH CKULVW? 

 
RHDG: JRKQ 19:6-11« MDWWKHZ 27:11, 26:62-68   

:K\ GRHVQ’W JHVXV ILJKW IRU KLPVHOI?   
 

The diVcipleV alVo do noW fighW for JeVXV- Whe\ alloZ him Wo face Whe Wrial ZiWhoXW   
an\one VWanding for him.  YeW, Whe diVcipleV’ Vilence iV differenW Whan JeVXV’ Vilence.   

DHVFULEH WKH GLIIHUHQFH. 
 

RHDG: PKLOLSSLDQV 2:5-8 
DHVFULEH JHVXV’ PHHNQHVV LQ WKLV SDVVDJH? 
 
 :KDW LV DFFRPSOLVKHG E\ KLV PHHNQHVV? 
 
 :KDW GRHV LW PHDQ WKDW RXU “DWWLWXGH VKRXOG EH WKH VDPH DV WKDW RI CKULVW JHVXV? 
 
 :KDW ZRXOG EH WKH FRVW RI VXFK PHHNQHVV LQ RXU ZRUOG? 
 
 :KDW JRRG FRXOG FRPH IURP VXFK PHHNQHVV LQ RXU OLYHV? 

 

  
CRQVLGHU WheVe paVVageV Wo deepen \oXr biblical XnderVWanding of meekneVV. 

RHDG ZHSKDQLDK 3:12-13 
IVrael haV alZa\V had a faiWhfXl remnanW ZiWhin her eYen Zhen moVW of Whe people Zere  

diVobedienW Wo God.  Look aW hoZ Whe propheW deVcribeV WhaW faiWhfXl remnanW in hiV da\. 
 7KRXJKWV? 
 

RHDG: MDWWKHZ 5:38-41 
In oXr cXlWXre, Ze mighW call WhiV perVon a doormaW.   

:KDW DUH WKH GDQJHUV RI EHLQJ PHHN OLNH WKLV? 
 

:KDW LV DFFRPSOLVKHG E\ EHLQJ PHHN LQ WKLV ZD\?   
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RHDG PVDOP 37:8-17 
Take WhiV paVVage one VecWion aW a Wime.  ConVider Whe meekneVV of each ViWXaWion.        

ConVider Whe riVkV… and Whe promiVe.   
:KHQ \RX ORRN DW KRZ WKH ZRUOG ZRUNV, GR \RX VHH WKLV SURPLVH SOD\LQJ RXW LQ UHDO 

OLIH?  II VR, ZKHUH?   
 

II QRW, EHOLHYLQJ WKDW GRG LV WUXH WR GRG’V SURPLVHV, ZKHQ ZLOO WKH SURPLVH FRPH WR 
IUXLWLRQ? 

 
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:5 
  :KDW LV WKH SURPLVH RIIHUHG WR WKH PHHN? 
 

Think aboXW hoZ oXr Zorld ZorkV.  DoeV iW look like Whe meek Zill inheriW Whe earWh?  We 
XVXall\ Vee Whe poZerfXl, Whe rich, Whe moYerV and VhakerV in VocieW\ Veeming Wo inheriW 
Whe earWh.  IW iV WhoVe Zho pXVh, VWake Wheir claim, VWrXggle Wo geW Wheir piece… WhoVe 
Zho are aggreVViYe Wo geW ZhaW Whe\ ZanW… WhoVe people Veem Wo inheriW Whe earWh.  In 
WhaW Zorld order, Whe reVW of XV geW Whe lefWoYerV, Wr\ing Wo make endV meeW.  In WhaW 
Zorld order, an innocenW man iV nailed Wo a croVV.   

  :KDW GRHV JHVXV PHDQ ZKHQ KH SURPLVHV WKDW WKH PHHN ZLOO LQKHULW WKH HDUWK? 
 
  DR WKH PHHN ZDQW WR LQKHULW WKH HDUWK DV LW LV ULJKW QRZ? 
 
RHDG RHYHODWLRQ 21:1-5 

ConVider Whe YiVion of “earWh” in WhiV ReYelaWion giYen Wo John.   
:KDW ZLOO WKLV “QHZ HDUWK” EH OLNH?   
 
HRZ ZLOO WKH PHHN ILW ULJKW LQWR WKLV “QHZ HDUWK”? 
 
Remember JeVXV declared: “The Kingdom of God iV aW hand.”  He ZaV declaring 

Whe inaXgXraWion of WhiV “neZ heaYen, neZ earWh” in oXr midVW, noW jXVW a realiW\ WhaW Ze 
Zill knoZ Zhen Ze die.  ThiV “neZ earWh” iV beginning here and noZ, and iV here and 
noZ a place Zhere Whe meek find Wheir place in Whe Zorld.   

:KHUH GR \RX VHH JOLPSVHV RI WKH “QHZ HDUWK” LQ RXU PLGVW?  
 

RHYLHZ in \oXr mind Whe firVW Whree BeaWiWXdeV: 
 BleVVed are Whe poor, Whe grief-VWricken, and Whe poZerleVV… 
  for WheirV’ iV God’V Kingdom, God’V comforW and God’V green earWh. 

DR \RX VHH DQ\ RI WKRVH SURPLVHV FRPLQJ LQWR UHDOLW\ LQ \RXU OLIH, RU WKH OLIH RI WKRVH 
DURXQG \RX? 
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CRQVLGHU:  HoZ \oXr meekneVV mighW bleVV anoWher Woda\…  
HRZ FRXOG VRPHRQH FDWFK D JOLPSVH RI GRG’V “QHZ HDUWK” WKURXJK \RXU FKRLFH WR EH 

PHHN? 
 
CORVLQJ PUD\HU:  Share one pra\er concern for Whe memberV of \oXr Vmall groXp Wo hold in 

pra\er XnWil \oX meeW again. 
 
HRPHZRUN:  ConWemplaWe- BOHVVHG DUH WKRVH ZKR KXQJHU DQG WKLUVW IRU ULJKWHRXVQHVV…                                                  

      IRU WKH\ ZLOO EH VDWLVILHG.  (MDWWKHZ 5:6) 
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SWXG\ 5:  BE- BOeVVed aUe WhRVe ZhR hXQgeU aQd WhLUVW  
 

BOHVVHG DUH WKRVH ZKR KXQJHU DQG WKLUVW IRU ULJKWHRXVQHVV, IRU WKH\ ZLOO EH VDWLVILHG. 
                 (MDWWKHZ 5:6)   

  
TKH GDWKHULQJ    

OSHQLQJ QXHVWLRQ- WhaW ZoXld \oX order if \oX kneZ iW ZaV \oXr “laVW meal”?  
 
 OSHQLQJ PUD\HU- Share concernV and pra\ for one anoWher. 
 

TKH SWXG\  
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:6 

6KDUH WRJHWKHU \RXU LQLWLDO WKRXJKWV DERXW ZKDW WKLV BHDWLWXGH PHDQV.   
 
Take a momenW Wo e[plore ZhaW hXnger and WhirVW are.  MoVW of XV in middle claVV America 

haYe neYer reall\ e[perienced hXnger or WhirVW Wo Whe depWh WhaW JeVXV iV Walking aboXW here.  
When Ze Va\, “I’m VWarYing!” Ze XVXall\ mean Ze haYe miVVed a meal, or Ze are laWe geWWing 
Wo Whe Wable.  OfWen, Ze VaWiaWe WhaW hXnger ZiWh a qXick grab of chipV, or if Ze are more        
diVciplined, a Vnack of carroWV and hXmXV.  LikeZiVe, oXr e[perience of WhirVW Veldom laVWV 
more Whan a feZ minXWeV ZiWh XV qXickl\ finding a boWWle of ZaWer or oXr faYoriWe drink Wo meeW 
Whe need.   

Imagine noZ a hXnger WhaW reacheV deep… WhaW leaYeV \oX Zeak… \earning… perhapV 
eYen deVperaWe.  HoZ man\ in Whe Zorld knoZ WhaW kind of hXnger?  HoZ man\ children in oXr 
ciW\ knoZ WhaW kind of inVecXriW\ eYer\ da\?  Relief ZorkerV in Whird Zorld coXnWrieV haYe   
diVcoYered WhaW children Zho e[perience long periodV of depriYaWion liWerall\ loVe Wheir inVWincW 
Wo eaW and mXVW be forced Wo Wake noXriVhmenW Zhen iW iV proYided.  Their bodieV can loVe Whe 
capaciW\ Wo digeVW all bXW Vimple nXWriWion VoXrceV.  

JeVXV’ firVW aXdience ZaV Whe Zorking-claVV folkV of firVW cenWXr\ PaleVWine.  A Zorker ZoXld 
make 3 pence a Zeek- barel\ enoXgh Wo feed a famil\ grain, Veldom proYiding meaW or          
YegeWableV.  TheVe people liYed on Whe edge of VWarYaWion all Whe Wime.  ThiV ZaV noW a genWeel 
hXnger WhaW ZoXld be eaV\ Wo VaWiVf\.  TheVe people Zere famiVhed… Whe\ liYed in Whe midVW of 
famine… Whe\ kneZ a deep longing.    

Imagine noZ a WhirVW WhaW WhreaWenV \oXr life.  The bod\ can go for ZeekV ZiWhoXW food, bXW 
Ze can onl\ VXrYiYe a maWWer of da\V ZiWhoXW ZaWer.  JeVXV’ firVW aXdience liYed in a deVerW    
region Zhere ZaWer ZaV ofWen hard Wo find.  Think of Whe picWXreV \oX haYe Veen of people in 
Africa Zalking hoXrV Wo find and bring ZaWer Wo Wheir homeV.  We WXrn on a faXceW Wo acceVV  
ZaWer WhaW oWherV VWrXggle da\ afWer da\ Wo proYide in Wheir homeV. 

 

Soren Kierkegaard once ZroWe, “Man’V VXpreme perfecWion iV Wo be in need of God.”  IV iW 
poVVible WhaW liYing in a Zorld Zere Ze Veldom e[perience need, Ze haYe loVW oXr \earning? 

  :KDW GRHV LW PHDQ WR EH “LQ QHHG RI GRG”? 
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NoWice WhaW JeVXV doeV noW declare: “BleVVed are Whe righWeoXV”… bXW raWher, “BleVVed are 
WhoVe Zho hXnger and WhirVW for righWeoXVneVV.”  ThiV righWeoXVneVV iV deVired, noW alread\ 
achieYed.  When MoWher TereVa died, her joXrnalV VXrfaced.  In WhoVe priYaWe pageV, MoWher 
TereVa poXred oXW her \earning for a deeper and deeper relaWionVhip ZiWh Whe FaWher.  She 
ZaV neYer Zilling Wo accepW Zhere Vhe ZaV aV Whe end poinW of Whe joXrne\, bXW raWher aV jXVW 
one VWep along Whe Za\.  She alZa\V felW Vhe had jXVW begXn.   
 :KHUH DUH \RX RQ \RXU MRXUQH\? 
 
The Greek YerbV for hXnger and WhirVW are in Whe accXVaWiYe form giYing XV a VenVe of noW jXVW 
a deep hXnger and WhirVW, bXW a \earning for Whe Zhole of Whe feaVW, noW a parW.  Imagine Vome-
one aYidl\ deViring WhaW Zhich iV eVVenWial for life…noW ZanWing jXVW Wo VXrYiYe, bXW raWher 
\earning Wo WhriYe.   
 

 HRZ GRHV WKLV SLFWXUH RI KXQJHU DQG WKLUVW LPSDFW \RXU UHDG RI WKLV BHDWLWXGH? 
 
ConVider WheVe imageV in God’V Word:  :KDW GR WKHVH SDVVDJHV WHDFK \RX? 
 
 PVDOP 63:1 

 PVDOP 42:1-2 

 PVDOP 119:20, 40, 81, 131, 174 

 MDWWKHZ 4:4 

 IVDLDK 55:1-2, 6 

 RHYHODWLRQ 22:17 

NoWice WhaW Whe \earning hearW God deVireV iV one WhaW VeekV a relaWionVhip ZiWh God.  HXnger 
and WhirVW for righWeoXVneVV iV noW Whe deVire for righW-neVV, bXW raWher Whe deep \earning for 
Whe One Zho iV RighWeoXV.   
 
 HRZ GRHV NQRZLQJ WKH 2QH ZKR LV 5LJKWHRXV LPSDFW KRZ ZH OLYH? 
 
 HRZ GRHV NQRZLQJ WKH 2QH ZKR LV 5LJKWHRXV LPSDFW RXU UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK RWKHUV? 
 
 
RHDG E[RGXV 20:1-11 
FolloZ WhiV reading ZiWh E[RGXV 20:12-17.  NoWice Whe call Wo a righW relaWionVhip ZiWh God 
WhaW iV folloZed b\ Whe call Wo a righW relaWionVhip ZiWh oWherV.   
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Look aW hoZ JeVXV deVcribeV Whe VXmmar\ of Whe Zhole Old TeVWamenW laZ: 
RHDG MDWWKHZ 22:36-40 

HRZ GR WKHVH WZR FRPPDQGPHQWV FRQQHFW?   
 
 HRZ GRHV WKH ILUVW SDUW RI WKH 10-FRPPDQGPHQWV FRQQHFW WR WKH VHFRQG SDUW? 
 

 
RHDG MDWWKHZ 25:31-45 

:KDW FRQQHFWLRQ GR \RX VHH EHWZHHQ D ULJKW UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK 2QH ZKR LV ULJKWHRXV DQG D 
ULJKW UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK RWKHUV? 

 
 HRZ DUH \RX OLYLQJ LQWR WKDW GXDO UHODWLRQVKLS LQ \RXU OLIH? 
  
When conVidering Whe meaning of righWeoXVneVV, Ze mXVW conVider PaXl’V ZriWingV on Whe 
VXbjecW.  For PaXl, righWeoXVneVV ZaV noW a hXman acWiYiW\ bXW raWher a God-giYen gifW of 
grace. 
 
RHDG: RRPDQV 9:30-33 

7KRXJKWV? 
 
When Ze add WhaW grace perVpecWiYe Wo JeVXV’V bleVVing in MaWWheZ 5:6, Ze Vee an 

eYen fXller XnderVWanding of WhiV BeaWiWXde.  PaXl deVcribeV righWeoXVneVV aV heaYen-VenW, b\ 
diYine grace, VhoZing XV Whe VoXrce of Whe gifW.  JeVXV poinWV XV Wo an earWh-cenWered righW-
eoXVneVV WhaW e[preVVeV God’V gifW of grace WhroXgh merc\.  ThXV Ze Vee Whe foXndaWion of 
Vocial righWeoXVneVV iV foXnd in a righW relaWionVhip ZiWh Whe One Zho iV all RighWeoXVneVV.   

 
 7KRXJKWV? 

 
RHDG ESKHVLDQV 3:14-21 

“ILOOHG WR WKH PHDVXUH RI DOO WKH IXOOQHVV RI GRG” 
:KHQ KDYH \RX H[SHULHQFHG WKDW VDWLVIDFWLRQ?  
 
:KR GR \RX NQRZ KDV H[SHULHQFHG WKDW VDWLVIDFWLRQ?   
 

YHDUQ IRU WKDW VDWLVIDFWLRQ! 
 

CORVLQJ PUD\HU:  Share one pra\er concern for Whe memberV of \oXr Vmall groXp Wo hold 
in pra\er XnWil \oX meeW again. 

 
HRPHZRUN:  ConWemplaWe- BOHVVHG DUH WKH PHUFLIXO IRU WKH\ ZLOO UHFHLYH PHUF\. 

(MDWWKHZ 5:7) 
 

The BE-aWWiWXdeV²SWXd\ 5 



SWXG\ 6:  BE- BOeVVed aUe Whe PeUcLfXO  
BOHVVHG DUH WKH PHUFLIXO IRU WKH\ ZLOO UHFHLYH PHUF\. 

(MDWWKHZ 5:7) 
    

TKH GDWKHULQJ    
OSHQLQJ QXHVWLRQ- Who ZoXld \oX deVcribe aV kind?  Wh\?  
 
 OSHQLQJ PUD\HU- Share concernV and pra\ for one anoWher. 
 

TKH SWXG\  
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:7 

6KDUH WRJHWKHU \RXU LQLWLDO WKRXJKWV DERXW ZKDW WKLV BHDWLWXGH PHDQV.   
 
To Xnpack WhiV BeaWiWXde, Ze Zill VWarW aW Whe end and alloZ Whe end Wo bring XV Wo Whe     

beginning.    
7KH\ ZLOO UHFHLYH PHUF\… 
 

x DHILQH merc\. 
x The HebreZ Zord UDFKPDQL WranVlaWed “merc\” meanV deep loYe, compaVVion,                 
empaWh\.  Think aboXW Whe meaning of compaVVion- Wo haYe paVVion ZiWh.  EmpaWh\ 
meanV Wo feel ZiWh.  

:KHQ KDYH \RX NQRZQ WKDW NLQG RI PHUF\? 
 

x  The HebreZ Zord FKHVHGK iV alVo WranVlaWed aV “merc\”.  IW meanV Wo geW inVide a    
perVon’V Vkin, Wo feel ZiWh, Wo Vee WhroXgh Wheir e\eV, Wo XnderVWand from Wheir         
perVpecWiYe.  

6KDUH D WLPH ZKHQ \RX ZLVKHG WKH RWKHU SHUVRQ FRXOG XQGHUVWDQG KRZ \RX IHOW.  
 
  IPDJLQH LI \RX FRXOG KDYH JLYHQ WKDW JLIW WR DQRWKHU.  
  

x  Merc\ meanV V\mpaWh\- from Whe Greek V\Q-WogeWher and SDVFKHLQ-Wo VXffer,            
e[perience.  ThXV V\mpaWh\ meanV more Whan piW\, more Whan feeling Vorr\ for Vome-
one.  S\mpaWh\ meanV Wo go WhroXgh an e[perience WogeWher. 
 

:KHQ KDYH \RX UHFHLYHG WKH JLIW RI VRPHRQH ZKR KDV FRPH WR VKDUH \RXU MRXUQH\ 
WKURXJK D GLIILFXOW WLPH? 

 
x  The LaWin for merc\ iV PLVHULFRUGHV Zhich meanV PLVHU\-KHDUWHG.   
 
x  Merc\ iV ofWen parWnered ZiWh forgiYeneVV. 

 
x ConVider WheVe e[ampleV of God’V merc\. Imagine being Whe recipienW of WhaW merc\.   
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x IVDLDK 49:15-16 

x PVDOP 103:8-14 

x MDWWKHZ 8:1-3 

x MDWWKHZ 9:35-38 

x MDWWKHZ 14:13-14 

x JRKQ 8:1-11 

HRZ GRHV GRG’V PHUF\ VKDSH \RX DQG FKDQJH \RX? 

Look again aW MaWWheZ 7:7.  The Zord “Whe\” iV aXWoi in Greek.  IW bearV an emphaViV 
WhaW VXggeVWV Whe corollar\ WhaW WhoVe Zho do noW VhoZ merc\ Zill noW receiYe merc\.  ThiV 
fearfXl corollar\ iV e[preVVed WhroXghoXW Whe goVpel of MaWWheZ. 
 
CRQVLGHU: 

x  MDWWKHZ 6:12 FRUJLYH XV RXU GHEWV aV Ze IRUJLYH RXU GHEWRUV. 

x  MDWWKHZ 6:14-15 If \RX IRUJLYH… If \RX GR QRW IRUJLYH… 

x  MDWWKHZ 7:1-2 DR QRW MXGJH RU \RX WRR ZLOO EH MXGJHG. 

x  MDWWKHZ 18:21-35 

x Y. 21  :KDW LV 3HWHU KRSLQJ WKDW JHVXV ZLOO VD\? 

x Y. 22  :KDW LV WKH PHDQLQJ RI ZKDW JHVXV VD\V KHUH? 

x Y. 23-27 HRZ GRHV WKH PDVWHU GLVSOD\ WKH FKDUDFWHU RI WKH FDWKHU? 

   :KDW JUDFH KDV WKH FDWKHU VKRZQ \RX? 

   DRHV WKH FDWKHU’V PHUF\ VKDSH \RXU KHDUW? 

x Y. 28-34 DR ZH HYHU ZLWKKROG IRUJLYHQHVV HYHQ WKRXJK ZH DUH  
   IRUJLYHQ? 

x Y. 34-35 :KDW GR \RX GR ZLWK WKLV SDUW RI WKH SDUDEOH? 
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x LXNH 10:30-37 :KR LV WKH QHLJKERU… WKH RQe ZhR VhRZV PeUc\… 

:KHQ KDV VRPHRQH EHHQ D QHLJKERU WR \RX? 

:KHQ KDYH \RX EHHQ D QHLJKERU WR VRPHRQH HOVH?   

:KHQ KDYH \RX SDLG D SULFH IRU JLYLQJ PHUF\? 

AXgXVWine defined merc\ Vimpl\ aV “coming Wo Whe aid of Whe need\.” 
CalYin defined merc\ aV “Waking on oWher people’V WroXble.” 
 

HRZ ZRXOG \RX GHILQH PHUF\? 
 
 

x RHDG JDPHV 2:14-17 
JeVXV’ call Wo be mercifXl iV noW a condiWion of hiV grace, bXW iW iV a neceVVar\ conVeqXence of 
receiYing hiV grace.  JameV ZroWe in hiV biblical leWWer WhaW oXr recepWion of God’V grace and 
oXr e[preVVion of WhaW grace ZiWh oWherV iV inWricaWel\ linked.   
 
 :KHUH GR \RX VHH WKH OLQN LQ \RXU OLIH?   
 

:KHUH GR \RX ILQG GRG’V JUDFH HQDEOLQJ \RX WR EH JUDFHIXO?   
 
:KHUH GR \RX VHH GRG’V PHUF\ FUHDWLQJ LQ \RX D PHUFLIXO KHDUW? 
 
 

CORVLQJ PUD\HU:  Share one pra\er concern for Whe memberV of \oXr Vmall groXp Wo hold in 
pra\er XnWil \oX meeW again. 

 
HRPHZRUN:  ConWemplaWe- BOHVVHG DUH WKH SXUH LQ KHDUW IRU WKH\ ZLOO VHH GRG. 

BOHVVHG DUH WKH SHDFHPDNHUV IRU WKH\ ZLOO EH FDOOHG CKLOGUHQ RI GRG. 
(MDWWKHZ 5:8-9) 
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SWXd\ 7:  BE- BOeVVed aUe Whe SeacePaNeUV…  
 

BOHVVHG DUH WKH SXUH LQ KHDUW IRU WKH\ ZLOO VHH GRG. 
BOHVVHG DUH WKH SHDFHPDNHUV IRU WKH\ ZLOO EH FDOOHG CKLOGUHQ RI GRG. 

(MDWWKHZ 5:8-9) 
    

TKH GDWKHULQJ    
OSHQLQJ QXHVWLRQ- Who do \oX knoZ iV a peacemaker? 
 

  OSHQLQJ PUD\HU- Share concernV and pra\ for one anoWher. 
 
TKH SWXG\  
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:8 
Take WheVe BeaWiWXdeV one aW a Wime.  ConVider Whe bleVVing for WhoVe Zho are SXUH LQ KHDUW. 
 

 6KDUH WRJHWKHU \RXU LQLWLDO WKRXJKWV DERXW ZKDW WKLV BHDWLWXGH PHDQV.   
 
BOeVVed aUe Whe PXUe LQ heaUW… 
In JeZiVh pV\cholog\ Whe hearW iV Whe hXman cenWer, Whe core of a perVon’V being.  To be 

pXre in hearW, ZoXld mean Wo be focXVed, XndiVWracWed, cenWered on God.  The Zord SXUH in Whe 
Greek iV NDWKDURV Zhich meanV Xnmi[ed.  The e[ample ZoXld be a Zine WhaW haV noW been     
dilXWed b\ ZaWer or pollXWed b\ impXriWieV WhaW ZoXld impacW Whe WaVWe. PXre doeV noW mean 
perfecW, bXW raWher iW meanV focXVed. 

 
ConVider WheVe paVVageV: 

x HHEUHZV 12:1-3  LHW XV IL[ RXU H\HV RQ JHVXV…  
 HRZ GR ZH ‘IL[ RXU H\HV RQ JHVXV’? 
 
 HRZ GRHV WKDW IRFXV KHOS XV UXQ WKH UDFH WKDW HHEUHZV LV GHVFULELQJ? 
 
 
x PVDOP 19:14  MD\ WKH ZRUGV RI P\ PRXWK… 

 HRZ PLJKW WKLV SUD\HU FKDQJH ZKDW \RX VD\ DQG WKLQN? 
 
 
x PVDOP 139:23-24 6HDUFK PH… WHVW PH…   
 IQYLWH GRG’V H[DPLQH…  
 
 :K\ LV GRG’V H[DPLQH RI RXU OLYHV RIWHQ GLIIHUHQW WKDQ RXUV? 
  
x PVDOP 86:11« 51:10 CreaWe in me… Weach me… giYe me… 
 NoWice WhaW a pXre hearW iV God’V Zork in oXr liYeV WhaW Ze inYiWe. 
 ConVider offering WhaW inYiWaWion… :KDW PLJKW KDSSHQ? 
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RHDG: I CRULQWKLDQV 13:12  
ThiV paVVage VhoZV XV Whe dim YieZ Ze haYe of God becaXVe Ze are noW focXVed, becaXVe 
Where are diVWracWionV and brokenneVV WhaW VWand in Whe Za\ of XV Veeing God.  We are 
promiVed WhaW in Wime Ze Zill Vee IDFH WR IDFH.  BXW JeVXV VhoZV XV WhaW Ze do noW need Wo 
ZaiW.  

  
 :KDW VWDQGV LQ WKH ZD\ RI \RX VHHLQJ WKH 2QH ZKR ORYHV \RX SHUIHFWO\?  
 
 
RHDG MDWWKHZ 5:9 
 
BOeVVed aUe Whe Peace-PaNeUV… 
 6KDUH WRJHWKHU \RXU LQLWLDO WKRXJKWV DERXW ZKDW WKLV BHDWLWXGH PHDQV. 
 
DefLQe Seace. 
 
OfWen Whe Zord peace iV defined in an indiYidXaliVWic Za\ meaning inner WranqXiliW\ or 
peace of mind.  In Whe Zorld, peace ofWen meanV Whe ceVVaWion of hoVWiliWieV, Whe abVence 
of Zar.  
 
The Zord SHDFH in HebreZ iV VKDORP.  Shalom iV neiWher merel\ indiYidXaliVWic nor  
merel\ Whe abVence of conflicW.  Shalom iV commXnal and acWiYe.  Shalom meanV Zhole-
neVV.  IW creaWeV a picWXre of a circle WhaW embraceV a commXniW\.  Shalom deVcribeV    
commXnal Zell-being in eYer\ direcWion, eYer\ relaWionVhip.  ThiV beaWiWXde coXld be      
re-ZriWWen aV: BleVVed are Whe circle-makerV.   
 
Imagine Whe Zarped circle WhaW iV oXr cXrrenW Zorld.  Shalom ZoXld roXnd oXW Whe Zorld’V 
Zarped Vphere. 
 
 :KHUH GR \RX VHH WKH ZDUSHG HGJHV RI WKH ZRUOG LPSDFWLQJ WKH FLUFOH? 
  
 ConVider Whe effecWV of poYerW\, hXnger, prejXdice, ineqXaliW\, Yiolence, haWred… 
 
NoWice WhaW WhiV beaWiWXde bleVVeV peace-making, noW jXVW peace-loYing, or peace-ZanWing, 
or peace-liYing… JeVXV callV XV Wo be peace-makerV!  Hear God’V call Wo be peace-makerV: 
 

x  PURYHUEV 12:20 

x  I PHWHU 3:11 

x  HHEUHZV 12:14 
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x JHUHPLDK 6:14 

x RRPDQV 12:9-21 
Unpack WhiV paVVage YerVe b\ YerVe Wo diVcoYer iWV richeV.  AlloZ WhiV paVVage Wo 

challenge, inVpire, moYe and Vhape \oX.  Come Wo WhiV paVVage Zilling Wo be 
changed! 

   
  :KHUH LV GRG FDOOLQJ \RX WR KHOS KHDO WKH ZDUSHG HGJHV RI WKH FLUFOH? 
 
  :KR GR \RX NQRZ LV DFWLYH LQ SHDFH-PDNLQJ LQ WKLV ZRUOG? 
 
 
Peacemaking iV a dangeroXV acWiYiW\.  NoWice Whe beaWiWXde WhaW folloZV WhiV one- “bleVVed 
are WhoVe Zho are perVecXWed…”  Think of WhoVe Zho haYe Zorked for peace and paid Whe 
price for WhaW faiWhfXlneVV.  One e[ample iV Whe Nobel Peace Pri]e Zinner- Malala 
YoXVaf]ai.  AV a Ween, Vhe began Wo adYocaWe inWernaWionall\ for Whe righW of girlV Wo  receiYe 
an edXcaWion.  In her naWiYe coXnWr\ of PakiVWan, WhaW righW iV noW XniYerVall\ accepWed.  
Malala ZaV aWWacked on her Vchool bXV b\ Whe Taliban and VhoW in Whe head.  When Vhe    
VXrYiYed, Vhe conWinXed Whe Zork Vhe had VWarWed ZiWh greaW coXrage.   
 
 :KR HOVH GR \RX NQRZ KDV SDLG D SULFH IRU WKHLU SHDFH-PDNLQJ ZRUN? 
 
 HDYH \RX HYHU SDLG WKH SULFH LQ \RXU KRPH, \RXU FRPPXQLW\ IRU VHHNLQJ SHDFH? 
 
 
LXWher ZroWe, “When eYil manifeVWV, Ze mXVW Vpeak Xp.” 
 
Pope John XXIII ZroWe in Pacem in TerriV-1963, “If \oX ZanW peace, Veek jXVWice.” 
 
Abraham Lincoln ZroWe in hiV Second InaXgXral AddreVV: 
“WiWh malice WoZard none, ZiWh chariW\ for all, ZiWh firmneVV in Whe righW aV God giYeV XV Wo 
Vee Whe righW, leW XV VWriYe on Wo finiVh Whe Zork Ze are in, Wo bind Xp Whe naWion'V ZoXndV, Wo 
care for him Zho Vhall haYe borne Whe baWWle and for hiV ZidoZ and hiV orphan, Wo do all 
Zhich ma\ achieYe and cheriVh a jXVW and laVWing peace among oXrVelYeV and ZiWh all      
naWionV.” 
 
 HRZ ZLOO \RX FRPPLW \RXUVHOI WR SHDFH-PDNLQJ?  
 
 
NoWice, WhoVe Zho are peace-makerV are children of God becaXVe Whe\ are parWnering ZiWh 
God Wo heal Whe Zorld God Vo loYeV.   
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RHYLHZ 
 
The firVW groXp of BeaWiWXdeV are ofWen referred Wo aV Whe NHHG BeaWiWXdeV (poor, moXrn, 

meek, hXngr\) and Whe Vecond groXp (mercifXl, pXre, peacemakerV) are referred Wo aV Whe 
HHOS BeaWiWXdeV.  TogeWher Whe\ form an inWereVWing conWraVW.  Think of Za\V WhaW Wheir 
conWraVW diVpla\V Whe richneVV of God’V grace.   

 
Need BeaWiWXdeV- God helpV WhoVe Zho cannoW help WhemVelYeV. 
Help BeaWiWXdeV- God helpV WhoVe Zho Wr\ Wo help oWherV. 
 
Need BeaWiWXdeV- God helpV Whe helpleVV. 
Help BeaWiWXdeV- God helpV Whe helpfXl. 
 
Need BeaWiWXdeV- EngageV XV deepl\ ZiWh God. 
Help BeaWiWXdeV- EngageV XV deepl\ ZiWh people. 
 
Need BeaWiWXdeV- We are VaWed. 
Help BeaWiWXdeV- We are ValW. 
 
Need BeaWiWXdeV- PaVViYel\ receiYing. 
Help BeaWiWXdeV- AcWiYel\ parW of God’V giYing. 
 
Need BeaWiWXdeV- We are picked Xp from Whe earWh. 
Help BeaWiWXdeV- We are WhroZn inWo Whe midVW of ZhaW iV happening on Whe earWh. 
 
7KRXJKWV?  
 
HRZ GR WKHVH EHDWLWXGHV ZRUN WRJHWKHU WR VKRZ XV D ZKROH SLFWXUH RI GRG’V JUDFH 

DQG RXU FDOO DV SHRSOH RI JUDFH?   
 

ConVider Whe poVVibiliW\ WhaW Ze are called Wo all of WheVe, noW jXVW Wo Whe oneV for Zhich Ze 
haYe an affiniW\.   
 

:KLFK EHDWLWXGH ILWV \RX HDVLO\?  
  
:KHUH LV WKHUH URRP WR JURZ? 
 

 
CORVLQJ PUD\HU:  Share one pra\er concern for Whe memberV of \oXr Vmall groXp Wo hold in 

pra\er XnWil \oX meeW again. 
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