
Stand Firm  -  Acts 11:19-12:5

1. As we saw in Acts ch 10 and now continuing in ch 11, the Gospel was being
propagated throughout the whole region to Jews and Gentiles alike. In keeping 
with this theme, how are you, as a disciple of Christ, propagating the Gospel in 
your context? If you are not, why? If you are, how is the fruit of your efforts?

2. The early Church recognized the need for encouragement for new believers and
ministers as wellministers as well. Do you need encouragement? Do you need to be an 
encourager? (HINT: we all need to be encouragers).

3. In his book Conversion & Discipleship, Bill Hull says this, “the ability to teach
others is one of the expectations that define growth for followers of Christ.” How
does learning so that we can teach others expedite our growth in following Jesus? 
2 Tim 2:2

44. Throughout history, there have been countless examples where followers of 
Jesus Christ had to flee persecution. How can God use persecution and the fleeing 
of Hispeople to spread the Gospel?

5. When we look at the stories of Daniel, we see that he stood firm in the face of
persecution (Daniel ch 1, Daniel Ch 6). God was with Daniel and protected him
through everything he endured. By contrast, Stephen in Acts Ch 7 also stood firm
and was subsequently killed. What can we learn about God’s sovereignty through
these two stories? How does this these two stories? How does this keep us from being fearful when standing up to
those who would tell us to disobey God’s commands DIRECTLY?

6. As we have seen throughout the book of Acts, the early Church faced much
persecutionpersecution. From being told not to preach the Gospel (Acts 4:17, Acts 5:28) to 
being killed or violently persecuted for obeying God rather than man (Stephen 
Acts 7, Peter, James Acts 12:1-5). How can the enemy of our souls get us focused 
on the wrong thing instead of our common enemy? 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober-minded; 
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour.
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