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Future Seen
Believers can live with confidence knowing that God’s kingdom is eternal.

DANIEL 7:1-14 
Nothing in this world lasts forever. The world’s best will be bested by 
someone else. People thought a four-minute mile to be an unbreakable 
mark before Roger Bannister recorded the first one in 1954. More than 
five hundred American runners have done it since. We live in a temporal 
world. But one thing is certain: the return of Jesus. He told His disciples 
that His coming will part the sky and every eye will see Him (Matt. 
24:30-31). Human history is headed somewhere, and every day is one 
day closer to Christ’s return.

What is one record or accomplishment you thought would last forever 
and did not? 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 
DANIEL 7:1-28
Around 553 BC—in the first year of the reign of King Belshazzar of 
Babylon—Daniel had a dream. Chronologically, chapter 7 occurred 
before chapters 5–6. In Daniel’s dream, four beasts emerge from the 
earth in succession. They had characteristics of man and animal but 
were larger and more ferocious than anything Daniel had seen.

The first beast was similar to a lion but had wings of an eagle. As 
Daniel watched, the beast had its wings torn off and stood like a man. 
In addition, it was given the heart of a man. The second beast looked 
like a bear. It was raised up on one side and had three ribs in its 
mouth. A voice was heard saying to this beast: “Get up! Gorge yourself 
on flesh” (Dan. 7:5). The third beast was like a leopard and had “four 
wings of a bird on its back.” This beast “had four heads, and it was 
given dominion” (v. 6). The fourth beast was the most terrifying. It 
had iron teeth to devour its prey and trampled anything in its path. It 
also had ten horns. One of the horns overtook three other horns. This 
horn had eyes and spoke arrogantly against the Lord (vv. 7-8).

The scene shifted to heaven. The Lord took His seat on heaven’s 
throne as thousands upon thousands attended Him (vv. 9-10). 
Meanwhile, the little horn continued boasting but then was swept 
away, along with the fourth beast (v. 11). The first three beasts 
continued living for a while with limited power (v. 12). Daniel then 
saw a human-like figure coming on the clouds and approaching 
God’s throne (v. 13). This person was given authority to rule and an 
everlasting dominion that would never pass away (v. 14).

Daniel was distressed over the vision and wanted to understand 
more (vv. 15-16). One of those in Daniel’s vision told him the four 
beasts represented four kingdoms of the earth. But in the end, God’s 
kingdom would prevail (vv. 17-18). Daniel inquired further about the 
nature of the fourth beast, which was more frightening than all the rest 
(vv. 19-22). In the vision, Daniel had seen this beast prevail over God’s 
people for a time until God intervened and ended the beast’s reign.

Daniel learned the fourth beast represented a kingdom different 
from all other kingdoms; it would devour the whole earth (v. 23). Ten 
kings would arise from this kingdom, and an eleventh would speak 
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boastfully against God and oppress God’s people (vv. 24-25). However, 
at the appointed time, the fourth beast would lose its kingdom, 
and God’s people would reign with God forever (vv. 26-27). Daniel 
remained alarmed after receiving the vision’s interpretation and 
decided to keep the matter to himself (v. 28). 

As you read Daniel 7:1-14, identify the element that most alarms you.  
How does knowing the end result bring hope in Daniel’s dream? 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
THREE BEASTS (DAN . 7:1-6)
1 In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream 
with visions in his mind as he was lying in his bed. He wrote down 
the dream, and here is the summary of his account. 2 Daniel said, “In 
my vision at night I was watching, and suddenly the four winds of 
heaven stirred up the great sea. 3 Four huge beasts came up from the 
sea, each different from the other. 4 “The first was like a lion but had 
eagle’s wings. I continued watching until its wings were torn off. It 
was lifted up from the ground, set on its feet like a man, and given 
a human mind. 5 “Suddenly, another beast appeared, a second one, 
that looked like a bear. It was raised up on one side, with three ribs 
in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up! Gorge yourself 
on flesh.’ 6 “After this, while I was watching, suddenly another beast 
appeared. It was like a leopard with four wings of a bird on its back. 
It had four heads, and it was given dominion.

VERSE 1

During the first year of King •Belshazzar, Daniel had a dream as he 
was lying in his bed. He wrote down the dream to preserve its details. 
The expression here is the summary of his account suggests we are 
receiving the vision’s key details. The purpose of Daniel’s dream is not 
explicitly specified, but it appears Daniel wanted to reassure the exiles 
that God would continue to be faithful to them. 
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VERSES 2-6 

In Daniel’s dream, suddenly the four winds of heaven stirred up 
the great sea. The sea is sometimes used symbolically to refer to 
people or nations. (See Isa. 17:12-13; Rev. 17:1,15.) The four winds of 
heaven represent the four directions of earth: north, south, east, and 
west. This expression also occurs elsewhere in Scripture, stressing 
God’s sovereignty over all of nature and history. (See Dan. 8:8; 11:4; 
Matt. 24:31; Rev. 7:1.) 

Four huge beasts emerged from the sea. The first was like a lion but 
had eagle’s wings, and its wings were torn off so that it took on human 
characteristics. Interpreters understand the lion as Babylon. A lion was 
a powerful animal, and Babylon was a powerful empire. Further, the 
eagle’s wings probably denote great sovereignty over a large area; the 
clipping of its wings probably refers to Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling 
(4:28-37) and perhaps also to Belshazzar’s (5:13-30).

The second beast looked like a bear that was told: gorge yourself on 
flesh. It had three ribs in its mouth, but the voice told the bear to eat 
all it wanted. Many interpreters believe the bear represents the Persian 
kingdom, sometimes called Medo-Persia. Persia was the dominant part 
of the kingdom, which may be the reason the bear was raised up on one 
side. Interpreters also have suggested the three ribs allude to Babylon, 
Egypt, and Lydia, three major conquests of the Persians. 

A third beast was like a leopard with four wings and four 
heads. Many interpreters believe this kingdom is the Greek Empire 
established by Alexander the Great. The four wings and four heads 
likely describe the four generals who divided Alexander’s empire 
when he died. 

God was guiding history and revealing its events to Daniel. The 
beasts Daniel saw frightened him, yet they only ruled by God’s 
authority. We should respect our leaders but also recognize God 
guides them whether they realize it or not (Rom. 13:1-7). Each beast 
had a place in history, but none were eternal. 

Why do people place their hope in rulers and kingdoms for their security? 
What makes placing one’s trust in a ruler or leader so appealing? 
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THE FOURTH BEAST AND THE HORN (DAN . 7:7-8)
7 “After this, while I was watching in the night visions, suddenly 
a fourth beast appeared, frightening and dreadful, and incredibly 
strong, with large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, and it 
trampled with its feet whatever was left. It was different from 
all the beasts before it, and it had ten horns. 8 “While I was 
considering the horns, suddenly another horn, a little one, came 
up among them, and three of the first horns were uprooted before 
it. And suddenly in this horn there were eyes like the eyes of a 
human and a mouth that was speaking arrogantly.

VERSE 7 

Daniel saw a fourth beast with large iron teeth and ten horns. It was 
incredibly strong. This beast was the most terrifying of the four. Its 
teeth were used to devour and crush its victims. The size and power of 
the beast was so great that its enemies could not withstand it. 

The fourth beast was different from all the beasts before it. 
The lion, bear, and leopard were not exactly like normal animals 
but had many of the same features. The fourth beast appeared to 
be supernatural. It was extremely large and powerful so that it was 
fearfully irresistible. 

Most interpreters identify the fourth kingdom with the 
Roman Empire. Rome became the dominant empire in the 
second century BC and surpassed the other three empires with its 
superior administrative capability. Rome ruled the world at the time 
of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:1). Scholars have identified the beast’s ten 
horns with ten emperors of the Roman Empire. Rome obtained great 
wealth. This allowed it to have many great advancements—roads, 
temples, libraries, theaters, aqueducts, canals—that stimulated 
political, economic, and social growth.

The Roman Empire ruled with an iron fist. Its military was well 
disciplined and effective. An ideology that Rome championed was Pax 
Romana (“Roman Peace”), highly valuable in encouraging peace and 
stability. Pax Romana was a propaganda theory used by the government 
and enforced by the military that promoted prosperity and solidarity 
in the empire. A noteworthy detail about the Roman Empire was that 
when it conquered other nations, it allowed the conquered nation to 
retain much of its identity, such as language and government. 
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VERSE 8

The fourth beast had ten horns. Horns can be symbolically viewed as 
kings or kingdoms. (See Dan. 7:24; Ps. 132:17; Rev. 13:1; 17:12.) The 
ten kingdoms came from the fourth beast. It was not an overthrow of 
a government but a continuum. 

Without warning, a little horn became powerful. It suddenly 
overpowered three other horns. This horn developed eyes and began 
speaking arrogantly against the Lord and His people. Daniel stated, 
“He will speak words against the Most High and oppress the holy 
ones of the Most High. He will intend to change religious festivals 
and laws, and the holy ones will be handed over to him for a time, 
times, and half a time” (Dan. 7:25). The little horn sought to discredit 
God and destroy His precepts and principles. 

How did the characteristics of the fourth beast combine to create a 
greater fear? What made it more dangerous?  

THE JUDGMENT (DAN . 7:9-14)
9 “As I kept watching, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient 
of Days took his seat. His clothing was white like snow, and the 
hair of his head like whitest wool. His throne was flaming fire; 
its wheels were blazing fire. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming 
out from his presence. Thousands upon thousands served him; 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was 
convened, and the books were opened. 11 “I watched, then, because 
of the sound of the arrogant words the horn was speaking. As I 
continued watching, the beast was killed and its body destroyed 
and given over to the burning fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, 
their dominion was removed, but an extension of life was granted 
to them for a certain period of time. 13 I continued watching in 
the night visions, and suddenly one like a son of man was coming 
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and 
was escorted before him. 14 He was given dominion and glory and 
a kingdom, so that those of every people, nation, and language 
should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
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that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will not 
be destroyed.

VERSES 9-10 

Another kingdom came into view in Daniel’s dream—different from 
the others. Instead of violently overthrowing people, this kingdom 
would judge those who had practiced evil. Daniel told of seeing that 
thrones were set in place, with God taking His place as Judge. God 
is called the Ancient of Days. Only here is this term used of God and 
denotes the Lord’s sovereignty. His clothing was white like snow, 
representing the fact that God is pure. Daniel remarked that His 
hair was like whitest wool, signifying He is eternal. His throne was 
flaming fire; its wheels were blazing fire, symbolizing God’s presence, 
judgment, or purification. (See Ex. 24:17.)

God is the righteous Judge. Using legal terminology, Daniel 
said the court was convened, and the books were opened. Many 
interpreters believe this referred to the ultimate judgment of the 
world. Some connect it with Daniel 12:1 and Revelation 3:5, which 
describe a book of life.

VERSES 11-12 

The small horn continued to act in an outlandish manner, speaking 
arrogant words. The horn’s haughtiness caught Daniel’s attention. As 
Judge, God destroyed the horn and threw it to the burning fire. The 
lion, bear, and leopard had their dominion removed but an extension 
of life was granted to them for a certain period of time. Perhaps the 
idea is that even though the three beasts had been removed from 
their thrones, they had not yet been judged. As the little horn had 
been judged for his violence, the other beasts were to be judged for 
their acts of evil. 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Last Things

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its 
appropriate end. (See Matt. 24:36-44.)
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VERSES 13-14

In the final part of Daniel’s dream, he saw one like a son of man who 
came with the clouds of heaven. He was not like the other beasts, 
especially the little horn. He approached the Ancient of Days with 
an indication of equality. This appears as a coronation of a king. He 
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, so that those of every 
people, nation, and language should serve him. No one else was worthy 
to appear before God, but this Son of Man came dramatically on the 
clouds of heaven and approached God. This Son of Man figure was the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus associated Himself with this verse when He 
stood on trial before Caiaphas the high priest. (See Matt. 26:64.) 

Daniel’s vision does not specify whether it depicts the time of Jesus’ 
first coming, His second coming and millennial reign on earth, or His 
eternal reign. In any case, the vision assures followers of Jesus that 
they serve a Lord whose authority has been established and will never 
end. We can have confidence that God’s rule will last for eternity. Those 
who rule nations today do so only because God has given them their 
authority, and He will choose when their rule ends. God’s kingdom is 
eternal, His rule is perfect, and we will reign with Him forever. 

How does the dream shared by Daniel give hope for eternity? 

BIBLE SKILL:   Use multiple Scripture passages to understand  
a major doctrine. 

Review the following passages: Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 26:64; 
28:18-20; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 5:1-12; 7:9-10; 19:11-16. 
On a separate sheet of paper, summarize each passage in a single 
sentence and then craft a three-sentence paragraph that summarizes 
the main point of each individual sentence. What did you discover about 
God’s rule? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• People should not place their hope in kingdoms of this earth; none 

are eternal.
• People should be warned when rulers mistakenly believe that they 

are worthy of praise.
• Believers can trust that God’s rule will last for eternity.

To what in your life can you point as evidence that you place your hope 
in God and Him alone? What might you need to change to strengthen 
your case? 

What role does your group play in helping others trust God for all things? 
How can your group better fill that role? 

Reflect on Daniel 7:14. Consider praying this verse through the week. How 
did praying this verse impact how you viewed the challenges of that day?  

PRAYER NEEDS

 

VERSES 13-14

In the final part of Daniel’s dream, he saw one like a son of man who 
came with the clouds of heaven. He was not like the other beasts, 
especially the little horn. He approached the Ancient of Days with 
an indication of equality. This appears as a coronation of a king. He 
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, so that those of every 
people, nation, and language should serve him. No one else was worthy 
to appear before God, but this Son of Man came dramatically on the 
clouds of heaven and approached God. This Son of Man figure was the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus associated Himself with this verse when He 
stood on trial before Caiaphas the high priest. (See Matt. 26:64.) 

Daniel’s vision does not specify whether it depicts the time of Jesus’ 
first coming, His second coming and millennial reign on earth, or His 
eternal reign. In any case, the vision assures followers of Jesus that 
they serve a Lord whose authority has been established and will never 
end. We can have confidence that God’s rule will last for eternity. Those 
who rule nations today do so only because God has given them their 
authority, and He will choose when their rule ends. God’s kingdom is 
eternal, His rule is perfect, and we will reign with Him forever. 

How does the dream shared by Daniel give hope for eternity? 

BIBLE SKILL:   Use multiple Scripture passages to understand  
a major doctrine. 

Review the following passages: Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 26:64; 
28:18-20; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 5:1-12; 7:9-10; 19:11-16. 
On a separate sheet of paper, summarize each passage in a single 
sentence and then craft a three-sentence paragraph that summarizes 
the main point of each individual sentence. What did you discover about 
God’s rule? 
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