
Choose seats near the front for better 
viewing and fewer distractions.

On Saturday night encourage your 
child to set out their clothes, Bible, and 
offering. Talk positively to your child 
about what to expect.

Have items to bring out during the 
sermon to help them focus: Bible, 
crayons, and paper. Leave toys and 
electronic devices at home. 

Gentle reminders and prayers on the 
drive to church will help prepare their 
heart and yours. 

Visit the bathroom before the service 
begins.

Encourage your child to sing. It’s okay if 
they stand on the seat next to you and 
belt it out!

It’s important to answer their questions. 
Soft, simple answers are more effective 
than a loud "SHH!!".

On the way home encourage discussion 
about the service and allow your child to 
ask questions.

Here are some ideas to get your children (and 
you!) ready to attend our Worship Gathering:

SRC KIDS PRESENTS

Worship
Gathering

SHOW TIME!

If we can help you in any way, 
please let us know. We pray 
you will cherish this important 
time of learning and that your 

child experiences the 
heartbeats of worship! 

916.635.9000
src@sunriverchurch.com



“LOOK! Jesus has 
His pajam-jams on!”

Training children to 
worship the Lord and 
participate in the 
community of faith 
takes persistence, 
patience and 
prayer. Don’t let 
the awkward or 
embarrassing 
moments dampen 
your resolve. Seeing 
God work wonders 
in your child is the 
deepest joy of 
parenting.

Taking kids to a
 Worship Gathering is easier 
said than done, but can we 

encourage you to take a 
different mindset?? 

opening scene...

GIVING is an expression of our love for 
Jesus; it is a natural response of worship to God 
for His gracious gift to us. God loves the willing 
and cheerful giver. The generosity of the gift is 
more important than the amount given. 

Children can prepare their tithe or offering 
for the “giving part” in advance. If toddlers 
earn $1 a week putting toys away, pay 
them in dimes. Show them how to give Jesus 
the shiniest dime. Kids can decorate small 
envelopes with a picture for Jesus. Children 
will learn how to give of themselves and will be 
excited about giving it to Jesus.

LISTENING during the teaching is a form 
of worship that helps us understand and apply 
God’s word in our lives. Listening together gives 
parents unparalleled opportunities to teach 
their children the great truths of our faith. Even 
when it seems like the teaching is “over their 
heads,” experience shows that children hear 
and remember remarkable things. 

Training kids to listen during the “long part” 
can be challenging, but it will be rewarding.
For toddlers, pick a word (God, Jesus, heaven, 
grace, love, etc.) that may be repeated 
during the teaching. Have them squeeze your 
 nger every time they hear the word. Young 
children can draw a picture of something they 
learn about God. Have grade school children 
take notes to share with you on the drive 
home.

Let’s face it, kids are  dgety, 
distracting and sometimes 
downright embarrassing. 
At Sun River Church, we 
believe it’s important for kids 
to occasionally be a part of 
the Worship Gathering with 
their family to experience 
the heartbeats of worship.

The modeling of these worship elements, is 
an important part of your role as the primary 
discipler of your kids. Helping kids engage in the 
Worship Gathering may be a sacri ce of your 
personal enjoyment and convenience, but rest 
assured it’s an important investment for future 
generations. 

At SRC we don’t want kids to just be quiet
and behave, we want them to belong. We 
don’t want them to just be entertained with 
media devices, instead we encourage them to 
engage in the wonder of worship. It is our hope 
that you can grow together as a family during 
this time in God’s presence.

the heart beats of worship

PRAYER is the surrender of ourself to 
God’s sovereignty. When we pray, we pour 
out gratitude and confession as well as lift up 
others (i.e. missionaries, our church, our family) 
to Him. 

Explaining beforehand that prayer is a “quiet 
part” in the Worship Gathering can lead to 
less stress on both sides. Let them know it’s ok 
to silently repeat the led prayers, or have their 
own quiet prayers during this part.

SINGING is for God’s delight. Singing as 
a form of worship is not only commanded by 
God but it also helps us engage emotionally. 
When we sing together, we demonstrate our 
unity as the bride of Christ.

Most kids love the “singing part” of the Worship 
Gathering because they can make a joyful 
noise as well as anyone! Toddlers can sing the 
longer verses with “la-la-la,” it’s ok. If there is a 
short refrain, help younger children sing that 
part with gusto! Grade school kids may need 
encouragement as they read new lyrics.  


