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Welcome to the Bride and Groom 

  †    
The Rector, the Curate, the Wardens and Vestry, and the 
parishioners of St. John’s Parish are pleased that you are to 
be married in our church. We want your wedding to be a 
meaningful and happy occasion for you, your families, and 
your guests. 

 
“Christian marriage is a solemn and public covenant be- 
tween a man and a woman in the presence of God.” (Book of 
Common Prayer, page 422) and all arrangements should be 
made with that in mind. But more importantly, we hope 
your wedding will be the beginning of a long and fruitful 
marriage. Remember, “A wedding is a day; a marriage is a 
lifetime.” 

 
The following guidelines are based on The Book of Common 
Prayer and customs here at St. John’s. We hope that these 
guidelines will assist you in preparing for a prayerful and 
meaningful marriage celebration, and that you will be able, 
with the help of the clergy and members of this parish, to 
have a memorable experience of worship. 
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Getting Married at St. John’s 

  †    
The Rector will be in charge of all weddings celebrated. The 
liturgy for the Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage in The 
Book of Common Prayer (pages 423 - 432) includes scripture 
readings, prayers, and the exchange of vows. The service may 
also include a homily and the celebration of the Holy Eucha- 
rist. 

 
Those who intend to be married at St. John’s are subject to 
the following conditions: 

 
+ At least one member of the couple must be 

baptized, and must be confirmed in the Anglican 
Church of North America 

 
+ The authorized liturgies of the Anglican Church 

of North America must be used. 
 

+ A minimum of thirty (30) days notice of the 
marriage must be given as required by Canon Law. 

 
+ If either the bride or groom has been previously 

married, the Bishop of the Diocese must give his 
permission. The clergy must see the Final Decree of 
Divorce. (Consult the clergy for additional information.) 
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Getting Married at St. John’s, cont. 

  †    
The Clergy receive many requests for the celebration of mar- 
riage. Normally, either the bride, the groom, or a member of 
one of their families must be a parishioner of St. John’s. At 
his discretion, the Rector may make an exception. 

 
Normally weddings are not celebrated at the following times: 

 
+ During Lent or Advent 

 
+ On Sundays 

 
Premarital instruction is required. This instruction covers 
many topics of interest to a couple entering into marriage, 
and occurs over several weeks. These sessions are arranged at 
the convenience of the officiating clergy and the bride and 
groom. At the Rector’s discretion, exceptions may be made. 
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The First Steps 

  †    
The couple must make an appointment with the clergy in 
order to secure a date for the service. The wedding request 
form should be completed at this time. While Canon Law 
requires a minimum of thirty (30) days notice be given, it is 
advisable to make arrangements for a wedding as far in ad- 
vance as possible to avoid scheduling difficulties. An ad- 
vance notice of at least six months is recommended. 

 
All meetings with the clergy should be arranged with the 
clergy. 

 
The participation of clergy from another church, denomina- 
tion, or faith must be arranged with the Rector of St. John’s. 
Ideally, such permission should be sought during the first 
meeting with the clergy. Protocol dictates that the Rector of 
St. John’s extend an invitation to the visiting clergy. 

 
The bride and groom should consult with the church organ- 
ist about music for the wedding as soon as possible. 
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Facilities at St. John’s 

  †    
St. John’s Church can accommodate 192 guests. Grace 
Chapel can accommodate about 100 guests. Grace Chapel is 
not air conditioned. 

 
Rooms are available for the bride and her attendants to dress 
at St. John’s. The groom and his party are encouraged to ar- 
rive at the church dressed in the wedding attire. All personal 
belongings are to be removed from those rooms prior to the 
wedding. It is suggested that they be locked in the trunk of a 
car on premises. 

 
Walton Hall is available for receptions. The bridal couple 
must provide all food, beverages (non-alcoholic), linen, 
china, crystal, flatware, and silver. The premises must be 
left in ready condition for the next scheduled church ac- 
tivity. An additional sexton’s fee will be charged. 

 
Nursery facilities may be used only with permission. 

 
 

The Marriage License 
The bride and groom must obtain a marriage license from 
the State of South Carolina. 
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The Wedding Coordinator 

  †    
The clergy will put the bride and groom in contact with the 
church wedding coordinator. She works under the direction 
of the clergy. She will work closely with the couple in the un- 
derstanding of and conforming to the wedding customs of 
St. John’s and to help ensure the wedding will be beautiful 
and smoothly run. She will attend the rehearsal and the wed- 
ding to assist the clergy. 

 
Outside bridal consultants, professional or otherwise, while 
helpful in some areas of the wedding preparations, will not 
be permitted to have any role in either the rehearsal or wed- 
ding ceremony at St. John’s. 

 
 

Wedding Bulletins 
 

Wedding bulletins may be obtained through the church, if 
so desired. Bulletins for members are supplied gratis. Non- 
members will be charge a fee of $0.05 per bulletin. The rec- 
tor has final say on the contents of any bulletin. 
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Acolytes 

  †    
Acolytes are available through the parish and will be assigned 
by the Acolyte Master or the Rector. 

 
Please consult the Rector before asking another acolyte to 
serve at your wedding. 

 
It is a nice gesture, but not required, to give the acolyte a 
small gift for giving of their time to serve at your wedding. 

 
 
 

Flowers and Decorations 
 

The beauty and dignity of St. John’s is such that little decora- 
tion is needed. 

 
Flowers for the Altar may be provided by the bride and 
groom. They must conform to the guidelines of what is ap- 
propriate at St. John’s. The florist must get the vase liners 
from the church office before noon of the Friday prior to the 
wedding. The arrangement can be no higher than the cross 
(36” high including the vase) and no wider than the space 
in the consecrated vases (24” high). 
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Flowers and Decorations, cont. 

  †    
The couple may choose to use the Altar flowers provided for 
Sunday Services if they are not already reserved. No other 
flowers are permitted in the church except those bouquets 
carried by, and flowers worn by, members of the wedding 
party. 

 
No other decorations may be brought into the church, i.e. 
white aisle runners, potted plants or palms, candles, etc. 

 
Family pews (within the ribbons) will be marked with one 
bow on each side of the church. No other decorations (bows, 
flowers, ribbons, etc.) are permitted on the pews. Candles 
for the Altar are provided by the Altar Guild, and these can- 
dles will remain in the normal positions on the Altar. Addi- 
tional candelabra are not permitted. 

 
The scattering or throwing of rice, bird seed, or flower petals 
(natural or silk) is not permitted on the church property. 

 
No weapons, even of a decorative or ceremonial nature, are 
allowed on church property. 
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Music 

  †    
Arrangements for music should be made with the church or- 
ganist after the wedding date is on the church calendar. The 
organist must be consulted no later than ninety (90) days 
prior to the wedding. Music selections and proposals to use 
additional musicians or soloists should be approved by the 
organist during consultation. St. John’s Parish organists will 
be the organist for all weddings unless alternative arrange- 
ments are made with the Rector. 

 
All music must be approved by the church organist and the 
Rector. The music should be sacred and appropriate for wor- 
ship service. No secular music may be played or sung as part 
of a wedding ceremony. Vocal solos may be sung during the 
pre-service music and during the ceremony, provided that 
the music adheres to the rubrics in The Book of Common 
Prayer (page 14) dealing with sources and texts of songs. All 
solos need to be approved by the organist and the Rector. 
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Photography 

  †    
Still photography of the wedding must be unobtrusive. Be- 
fore the ceremony, forty-five (45) minutes will be allowed for 
still photography, whether inside or outside of the church. 

 
Photography of the wedding party will end forty-five (45) 
minutes prior to the beginning of the wedding. 

 
Once the procession has begun, the photographer may not 
take any pictures. There will be no photos taken during the 
worship service, by wedding guests or professionals. 

 
After the ceremony, you will be allowed thirty (30) minutes 
for photography in the church. Time will start when all 
guests have been escorted outside and the doors have been 
closed. Please Honor This! 

 
Video taping is only allowed using the installed system at St. 
John’s, and is not allowed by any hand-held means. You 
must arrange in advance with the Rector and Communica- 
tions Assistant if you wish to have your wedding recorded. 
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The Rehearsal 

  †    
The wedding rehearsal usually takes place the day before the 
ceremony. The rehearsal will last approximately one (1) hour. 
All members of the wedding party, including children, are 
expected to participate in the rehearsal. The bride and 
groom are asked to see that everyone is on time and ready 
to begin at the appointed hour. 

 
The officiating clergy will make plans ahead of time for a 
smooth rehearsal. The clergy will officiate at both the re- 
hearsal and the wedding. Outside bridal consultants are not 
permitted a role in the rehearsal or the wedding ceremony. 

 
Remember to inform the wedding coordinator how many 
pews will need to be reserved for family. 

 
Special instructions will be given to the wedding party as to 
arrival times for the day of the wedding. 
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Fees 

  †    
The Church of St. John’s charges no fees for the use of the 
church facilities to church members. Non-members pay a fee 
of $1,000.00. Fees should be turned in to the church office 
ninety (90) days prior to the wedding. 

 
 

 Members Non-members 
Organist $200.00 $300.00 
Sexton   

Wedding $100.00 $150.00 
Reception $100.00 $150.00 
Rehearsal $100.00 $150.00 

Officiating Clergy (your discretion) $400.00 
Wedding Coordinator $100.00 $200.00 

 
 

For members, no fee is required for the celebration and 
blessing of a marriage. It is customary to give a thank offer- 
ing to the officiating clergy for the time involved in consulta- 
tion, counseling, rehearsal, and wedding ceremony. 

 
Non-members are required to compensate the officiating 
clergy for their time in marriage preparation, practice, and 
officiating at the marriage ceremony. 
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Liability 

  †    
Any damage to the church premises, furniture, or furnish- 
ings by the florist, the photographer, the videographer, the 
caterer, the wedding party, family, or guests shall be repaired 
at the expense of the bride and groom, their families, or the 
wedding party, at the direction and to the satisfaction of the 
Junior Warden of St. John’s Parish. 

 
St. John’s Parish is not responsible for loss of, or damage to, 
any personal items brought to the church. The bride and 
groom and their families agree to indemnify St. John’s Parish 
for any such loss or damage for which St. John’s Parish may 
be found liable. 

 
 

Note Bene! 
No alcohol may be served or consumed on the property of 
St. John’s Church or Grace Chapel. The only exception is 
Sacramental Wine used for Holy Eucharist. 
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-Notes- 

  †    
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