
M A U N D Y  T H U R S D A Y  
 
This liturgy is celebrated in the evening. 
 
Celebrant  Blessed be our God. 

People  Now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
 
This is the night that Christ the Son of Man gathered with his disciples in the upper 
room. 
 
This is the night that Christ our God gave us this holy feast, that we who eat this 
bread and drink this cup may here proclaim his perfect sacrifice. 
 
This is the night that Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of those 
who would slay him. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And with your spirit. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty Father, whose most dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it in thankful 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Savior, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge 
of eternal life; and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS 
 
EXODUS 12:1-14 
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for 
you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all 
the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a 
lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the 
household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make 
your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the 



fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted 
on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 
And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 
morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It 
is the Lord’s Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I 
will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign 
for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the 
Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 
 
PSALM 78:15-26V 
  15  In the daytime he led them with a cloud, * 

and all the night through with a light of fire.  
 

  16  He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
and gave them drink in abundance, as out of the great deep.  
 

  17  He brought waters out of the stony rock, *  
  so that it gushed out like the rivers.  

 
  18  Yet for all this they sinned more against him, *  
  and provoked the Most High in the wilderness.  

 
  19  They tested God in their hearts * 

and demanded food for their craving.  
 

  20  They spoke against God, saying, * 
“Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?  
 



  21  Indeed, he smote the stony rock, so that water gushed out, and the streams 
overflowed; *  
but can he give bread also, or provide meat for his people?”  
 

  22  When the Lord heard this, he was full of wrath; *  
so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and there flared up  
fierce anger against Israel,  
 

  23  Because they did not believe in God, *  
and did not put their trust in his help.  
 

  24  So he commanded the clouds above *  
and opened the doors of heaven. 
 
25  He rained down manna upon them to eat *  

  and gave them food from heaven.  
 

  26  So mortals ate the bread of angels; *  
  for he sent them food enough.  

 
1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
 
LUKE 22:14-30 
14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And 
he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he 
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 
saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 21 But 



behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For the Son of 
Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 
23 And they began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going 
to do this. 
 
24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the 
greatest. 25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. 
Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who 
serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it 
not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves. 
 
28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my 
Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 
THE AGAPE MEAL 

 

The celebration of festal meals is not appropriate during Holy Week. In Christian tradition such festivities 
take place only after the Lenten fast has been completed by the celebration of the Great Vigil –– which is the 
Passover Feast of Christians –– and the reception of Easter Communion. If it is desired to share a meal, the 
following order may be observed. A meatless meal is to be preferred. The setting should be austere and the 
foods sparse and simple. Appropriate foods include soup, cheese, olives, dried fruit, bread, and wine. 

Over Wine  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the 
vine; and on this night you have refreshed us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of 
your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.  

Over Bread  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You bring forth bread from 
the earth; and on this night you have given us the bread of life in the Body of your 
Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather 
your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Over the Other Foods  



Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have blessed the earth to 
bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is 
before us, that following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy 
of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and 
forever. Amen.  

 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
 
The final blessing and dismissal are omitted. The Congregation departs in silence. 
 
 


