
 
 

October 4, 2020 

 

Dear Friends of St. John’s Parish Church, 

When the vestry asked me to write the annual stewardship letter to the parish, I felt called to convey my lifelong 
journey in Christian giving.  

Biblical and Spiritual 

As a young child attending the Anglican Church, my parents instilled in me the importance of Christian giving.  I 
was encouraged to pledge ten percent of my annual income to the church.  As God said to Moses in Leviticus 
27:30, “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the 
Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”  At a weekly allowance of one dollar and a weekly pledge of ten cents, my pledge 
scarcely covered the cost of the pledge envelopes.  However, I tracked my monetary donations utilizing the 
pledge envelopes, and ultimately satisfied my commitment to God and the church.  

During college and early in my professional career, I left Charleston, drifted in and out of various churches, did 
not attend church regularly, and only contributed to the church when in attendance.  The results were that I 
contributed very little to God and the church.  As a young father, my wife and I returned to Charleston, 
understood the importance of Christian education for our children, rejoined my childhood parish, and re-
established our commitment by pledging to the parish.  However, as a young family with only one source of 
income, we succumbed to the pitfalls of society and failed to contribute ten percent of our annual income to the 
parish.  We understood the biblical standard of giving and agreed to work towards the goal of giving ten percent 
of our annual income to the church.    

During the spring of 1991, we completed construction on our home.  As the end of the year approached, we 
found ourselves in a dilemma; we owed approximately eight hundred dollars on the balance of our pledge, with 
little over eight hundred dollars in our savings account.  How were we going to meet our pledge and buy 
Christmas gifts for the family?  We very strongly considered abandoning our pledge and using our last bit of 
savings towards Christmas.  However, having a very strong faith in Jesus Christ and understanding that our 
pledge was a commitment to God, we withdrew the necessary funds from our savings account and honored our 
pledge.  Over the next few weeks, as we struggled with how to pay for Christmas, we received a check from our 
mortgage company for an overpayment in our escrow account. The value of the check was slightly more than we 
had withdrawn from our savings account.  The Lord knew our struggles and provided a monetary blessing and 
peace.   

Shortly thereafter, during our annual stewardship drive, a young mother within our parish provided a testimony 
that made a lasting impression.  She simply took ten apples and lined them along the top of the pulpit, simulating 
her household earnings for the year.  After gaining everyone’s attention, she removed one apple, simulating the 
biblical standard of giving.  In reviewing the nine remaining apples, it was difficult to notice that one was 
missing.  In reviewing the abundance of the nine remaining apples, why do we struggle with giving ten percent to 
our Lord? 



 

Over the years, our financial stability increased, and we ultimately reached our goal of a ten percent tithe, or did 
we?  Should the tithe be based on ten percent of our gross income or net income?  Should it include ten percent 
of our 401k deductions?  As Bishop Salmon explained at one of our stewardship gatherings, if you are pondering 
such details, you are doing fine.  Simply seek the Lord’s guidance and follow your heart.  

Unlikely Comparison 

As a sophomore at Clemson, I joined a fraternity which was a very difficult decision.  I had several friends within 
the fraternity who encouraged me to join, whereas several other friends despised fraternities and argued that I 
would be buying my friends.  Dues were expensive considering my summer income, and I had a hard time 
justifying the fees.  As a young member, I discouraged and voted against several events, as not worthy of the 
expense.  I reviewed the homecoming budget and wondered why we would spend so much money on a display, 
only to tear it down the day after the homecoming game?  As I grew in the fraternity, I developed close personal 
relationships with my brothers, became more involved, and began to appreciate the true value of the fraternity.  I 
not only participated in as many events as possible, but ultimately became the Chief Engineer for the 
homecoming display.  By the time I graduated, I realized that I had gained way more from the fraternity than I 
had paid in dues.  My relationships in the fraternity continue to this day and are extremely valuable.  My 
experiences in Christian giving are similar to my experiences in the fraternity, in that as my relationship with 
Christ has grown and I have become more involved with the church, giving has become much less of a burden 
and more of a desire.  Seeing the results of giving has become joyous and I have gained way more through Christ 
than I can ever return. 

Practical 

As a project manager within an engineering firm, I manage labor and expenses for various design projects.  I 
continually review various management reports and work very hard to ensure that projects meet their allotted 
budgets, with no overruns.  I am very aware of the costs associated with running a business and the 
consequences of poor management.  If I do not manage my projects correctly, I could lose my job and the ability 
to provide for my family.  As a member of the Vestry and Chair of the Finance Committee, I often wonder if the 
average parishioner understands the magnitude of the church’s operating budget and the expenses associated 
with maintaining our facilities.  Are they aware that we pledge ten percent of our annual budget to the Diocese of 
South Carolina, in addition to ten percent of our annual income to missions and outreach?  Are they aware of 
the costs associated with salaries, pensions, insurance, grounds, maintenance, utilities, supplies, music, Grace 
Chapel, the Rectory, and all the other expenses associated with the Parish?  Only through the generous 
donations of our parishioners can we complete successful missions and ministries as a Parish. 

Fear 

Although our God is a loving god, I fear him.  Not because of his wrath, but because of my sinful nature and 
shortcomings.  I am so thankful for the gift and grace of Jesus Christ, who can forgive my transgressions and 
provide the necessary link between me and his father, the Almighty.  As I grow older, I become much more 
aware of my mortality.  I have seen Christ and know that I will ultimately stand before him and be fully exposed 
for who I really am.  How can I ever repay the debt that he sacrificed for me?  Have I given the ten percent that 
was expected of me?  As I stand in his presence, why did I not give more?  That day, in his presence, it will 
become clear as to the true meaning of this life, in preparation for the next.  Did I do my part, not only in 
spiritual giving but in spreading his word to the ends of the earth? I have a great deal more to accomplish in his 
name.  

Your friend in Christ, 

 

 

Edward (Eddie) Clement Porcher, P.E.   



 

 


