
Greetings from Brazil in the wonderful Name of the Lord Jesus. Here is a short update I send out to friends. We are so 
thankful for your faithful participation in our ministry through your prayers and support.  
Carnaval, the party of the flesh, is going on now.  Actually, in our city it goes on the whole month, but these are the main 
days. There is much prayer at this time and evangelism. Many churches go on spiritual retreats at this time to take 
advantage of the holidays. It is sad to see so many seeking some satisfaction and meaning in sinful pursuits that leave 
them more empty than before. Pray that many find what they need in Christ, Who alone can give meaning and salvation. 
 
There are a lot of uncertainties here, just like in the States. Chinese balloons are everywhere. So many businesses are 
closing. The leftist politicians say one thing in public, but their true positions are different in private. Since almost all of the 
newly installed politicians have been in jail before on corruption charges, it is hard to believe that things will be different 
now.  In the midst of it all, the Lord has His people. 
 
Marta got a position at a nearby school in the afternoons, but it didn´t work out. She had a couple of children that she 
wasn´t able to handle because of her age and their size. Since she would be responsible if something happened, she 
decided to seek a position in another school. Every year one has to go after an opening. She works with those with 
special needs. 
Jac is having driving lessons. She has failed the test 3x which is normal here. It is mostly about money. She takes the test 
again on March 4th. Otherwise, she is doing okay. She is steady in church and is participating in the youth church retreat 
during Carnaval.   
 
Me? This old guy is seeking the Lord and trying to be useful. I am praying about my involvement with Cidade Refugio. I 
am also helping at the Wec base. I am participating in the men´s group at the Eighth Presbyterian Church. There is a 
good group of dedicated men. The church is very evangelical with a good emphasis on missions. 
 
I recently went to Pampulha lake. It is about 30 minutes away from our apartment, depending on traffic. After our men´s 
group of worship and prayer at church on Saturday (6 to 8am), I took the bus and walked around the lake (18k). It was 
very hot, but I took my time and drank lots of water. There is a lot of traffic around the lake because it is still in the city. It is 
a popular place for bike riding and jogging. There is a zoo, an amusement park, and other attractions. At the end of my 
walk, I ran into a group of about 30 young people from different churches who were singing and sharing. I really enjoyed 
seeing their love for Jesus. I talked with some of them when they stopped. Then they divided up into couples to 
evangelize. 
 
Attached photos:  A small waterfall on a trail near Cidade Refugio. The church men´s group planning events (along with a 
barbecue ). 
 
In His service,    
Psalm 119:165 
Rich, Marta, and Jac Hoadley 
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