
Home Group Questions  
 the week of 3/4/2018           Romans 14:13-23 & Various Scriptures 

 
 
 
GETTING STARTED… 
This past Sunday, Pastor Mel taught that God’s Word allows for 
freedom in the body of Christ in the non-essentials. The Bible, 
however, also gives us principles that help us navigate through 
those differences in an attitude of love for one another. 
 

-Share how you have changed over the years.  What are 
some things that you used to think were right but now you believe 
are wrong? What are some things you used to think were wrong 
but now you think are right? 
NOTE: Be humble and gentle in these discussions.  
Remember, we’re not talking about clearly defined moral or 
theological issues but issues that Pastor Mel referred to in his 
sermon. 
 

LOOKING IN THE WORD… 
1. Read Romans 14:13-23.  As a small group, draw out 
key principles that Paul teaches us here in this chapter when it 
comes to differing beliefs in the church in the area of non-essentials 
of our faith.   
Obviously, Paul is not referring here to clearly defined moral 
prohibitions in Scripture.  He’s speaking about moral gray areas in 
which believers differ that are not doctrinal essentials.  
 

2. Pastor Mel shared four key “filters” in helping to 
decide what is right and wrong in moral gray areas.  Take time to 
read the principles and look up the scriptural support for each of 
the filters (principles): 
 
1.			STOP	whatever	causes	a	weaker	Christian	to	stumble.	
							1	Corinthians	8:9-13;		Romans	14:13				

 
2.		STOP	whatever		controls	(dominates)	you.								
						1	Corinthians	6:12;	Ephesians	5:18;		Galatians	5:16;		
						Matthew	6:24	 	 		
3.	STOP	whatever	harms	your	body.	
					1	Corinthians	3:16-17;		1	Corinthians	6:18-20	
4.	STOP	whatever	doesn’t		represent	Jesus	Christ.				
									2	Corinthians	5:19-20;		Colossians	3:17;	Colossians	1:10	
Discuss these principles together. Below are some situations that 
can be processed through these moral filters and, as a result, can 
help you decide where you stand on these questions and issues: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The key concern is realizing that these are not issues that should 
divide us but rather are issues that can celebrate the freedom we 
have to be different in these non-essentials.   
 
Another key principle is found in Romans 14:23.  Simply 
stated, the principle is “If you doubt then don’t”.  Why is that 
principle an important one in these discusssions?  Have you 
encountered a situation in which someone was doubting whether 
or not to do something…and what advice did you give him or her? 
 
MOVING FORWARD… 
As you close in prayer today, ask the Lord to give you wisdom as 
you face the many moral gray areas in your life.  Ask the Lord to 
also give you a love for others that would allow you to give up a 
freedom that you have in order to strengthen a weaker brother or 
sister.  

FILTERS IN DECIDING RIGHT & WRONG 

 


