March 22, 2020
Unit 17 • Session 2: Uptown
The Captives Came Home
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Ezra 1–3
STORY POINT:
God kept His promise to bring His people home.
KEY PASSAGE:
Jeremiah 29:11
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father
and fulfills what the prophets spoke.

The BIBLE Story
The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1–3
Many years before God’s people were taken to Babylon, God
promised the prophet Jeremiah that the exile would last 70 years; then
God would bring His people back home. God always keeps His
promises.
Cyrus, king of Persia, had taken over Babylon. God gave Cyrus an idea. Cyrus said, “Let all of God’s people go back to
Jerusalem so they can rebuild the Lord’s temple. Give them gold and silver and animals. Give them gifts for God’s
temple.”
The exile was over! God’s people were free to go back to their homes. God’s people got ready, and their neighbors
gave them gifts—gold and silver and animals and other expensive things.
Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) and the high priest led God’s people back to Judah. They had been away for 70 years.
Many of the people were born in Babylon; they had never seen the land God had given their parents and grandparents. In
all, thousands of people went back to Judah. They settled in their hometowns and set up their houses. Then the people
met together in Jerusalem to rebuild the Lord’s temple.
First, the priests rebuilt the altar in the same place it used to be. They followed all the laws of God for building. When
the altar was finished, they offered burnt offerings to God. The people also obeyed the law about special celebrations.
They had a festival like God had told them to do, and they made sacrifices to God.
Then God’s people gave money to stonecutters and carpenters who would work on God’s temple. They paid people
to bring cedar logs to Jerusalem. Finally, when everything was ready, the people started to work. They laid the
foundation of the temple. The foundation was important; it would make the building strong.
When the foundation was finished, the priests put on special clothes, and the people praised God. They sang, “The
Lord is good. His faithful love will last forever.” Then the people shouted and praised God. They were so happy! The
foundation of the temple was complete!
Not everyone was happy though. Some of the older people remembered what the temple had looked like 70 years
ago, before it had been destroyed. They cried. The noise of the crying and shouting was so loud that the people could
be heard far away.
Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God’s people back to the temple to rebuild it. The temple was the place where God
met with His people on earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue God’s people. One day Jesus will return to restore a greater
home for all of God’s people, and we will spend eternity with Him.
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ACTIVITIES TO DO WITH YOUR OLDER CHILDREN
Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Read and say the key passage together a few times. Now sit in a circle and have the first person say the first word of the
verse, the second person say the next word, and so on. Keep going around the circle until you complete the verse.
Try it several times as you work to memorize the verse.
Say • That was great! We can praise God because He knows the plans He has for His people. We can trust Him because
God keeps His promises. What a joy it is to praise Him.
Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute Bibles. Find Ezra 1–3. Explain that the Book of Ezra is in the Old Testament. No one knows for certain who wrote
it, but some believe it was the scholar and scribe named Ezra. The events in this book happened between 450 and 500
years before Jesus was born.
Choose a volunteer to read aloud Ezra 3:11.
Say • After the people praised God, they gave a loud shout. Let’s hear you give a shout after I say “The Lord is good. His
faithful love will last forever.” Ready? The Lord is good. His faithful love will last forever. [Encourage kids to shout
and cheer.]
God kept His promise to bring His people home. God’s people returned home to rebuild the temple. They laid the
foundation and praised Him. God is faithful, He has a plan, and we can trust Him.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
What promise did God keep for His people? Prompt kids to recall that God kept His promise to bring His people
home. God spoke this promise to the prophet Jeremiah more than 70 years before the exile.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Jer. 29:10.)
How do we know we can we trust God to keep His promises? Point out that over and over again, God not only makes
promises, but He keeps them. Many of us make promises but are guilty of not keeping our promises. God isn’t like us.
He is always faithful. We can put our trust in Him.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 10:23.)
Will you trust God when things don’t make sense? Why? Emphasize that there will be times in kids’ lives when things
just don’t make sense. They may not know why something happened or didn’t happen. Remind kids that God’s Word
tells us to trust Him and not lean on our own understanding.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Prov. 3:5-6.)
Build A Snack
What you need: mini marshmallows pretzel sticks index cards
• Parent: Write “I promise to pray for you” on an index card and distribute one to each person in your family.
• Ask family members to take a card and write a prayer request and return the card to you.
• Guide family members to build a foundation (a strong square or rectangle structure) for a temple using pretzel
sticks and marshmallows. You may choose to allow kids to snack on their “building supplies” as they build.
Say • Your temple foundations look great. In Bible times, the temple was the place where God met with His people on
earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue God’s people. One day, Jesus will return to restore a greater home for all of
God’s people, and we will spend eternity with Him. How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly reveals God
the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke.
Thank you for sharing with me some ways I can pray for each of you. I promise I will pray for you this week.
Always feel free to share with me how I can pray for you. God is faithful, and we can trust Him with any problem,
fear, worry, or joy we have!
Prayer Time: Thank God for his faithfulness and love.
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ACTIVITIES TO DO WITH YOUR K/1 CHILDREN
Treasure Hunt
Hide play money or candy/small trinkets around the room and have a treasure hunt.
Say • We are going to hear a special story today about how God’s people returned home from living in a foreign country
for 70 years! We will hear that the people of Babylon gave God’s people gold and silver coins, as well as other gifts,
when they went home.
Build a Tower
Use blocks / boxes, canned goods / Legos to build a tower. Experiment with different foundations.
Say • For any building to stand tall and strong, it must have a solid foundation. Today our story is about God’s people’s
return to the land God had given them. Not only did they return, but they also set out to rebuild the destroyed
temple. Today we’ll hear that they began by building a strong foundation.
Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Gather the family and sit in a circle. Begin a pat-pat-clap-clap rhythm as you say the key passage. Everyone should imitate the
rhythm and repeat the phrases as you say them. Give everyone an opportunity to create their own rhythms to go along with the
verse and let them lead the group.
Say • You are doing a great job memorizing our key passage. Jeremiah was a prophet, and so is Jesus. How is Jesus the
perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke.
Bible Story Review
Ask the following questions. Lead the family to discuss:
Which king of Persia allowed God’s people to return to Israel? (King Cyrus, Ezra 1:1)
What did the priests build first when they got back to Israel? (the altar, Ezra 3:2)
Why were some of the older Israelites crying? (They remembered the first temple that had been destroyed, Ezra 3:12)
Why do you think God allowed His people to live in exile for 70 years? Guide the kids to see that God takes sin
seriously. He wanted to purify His people; to punish sin and bring new life to the people who truly wanted to follow
Him. God wanted to give His children a chance to recognize their sin and turn back to Him. He used the exile to
glorify Himself in foreign nations.
How can we know God loves us in difficult times? Help kids understand that God’s love for us never changes. We don’t
always understand why we face hard times but we can trust that God will never leave us. He will never stop loving
us. Sometimes He allows us to experience pain so we can better understand how much we need Him. When we face
hard times while relying on God, it glorifies Him and builds our faith.
The temple needed a strong foundation. What is the foundation of our lives? Help kids see that our faith is built on
Jesus’ sacrifice for us. We trust the Bible as God’s Word, and it tells us what is true about God and ourselves. With
such a firm foundation, our lives can stand up to various trials.
Say • God kept His promise to bring His people home. The Israelites returned to their homeland and began rebuilding the
temple so they could worship God.
Prayer Time: Thank God for always keeping His promises!
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Unit 17—Preschool Memory Verse

Unit 17—Uptown Memory Verse

Build a Promise
INSTRUCTIONS:

Use the shape of the different blocks to put the story point in the correct order.

Younger Kids Activity Pages

Unit 17 • Session 2
The Captives
Came Home
BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• God had King Cyrus send the
Jewish people home.
• Zerubbabel led God’s people to
Jerusalem.
• The people began rebuilding the
temple when they arrived.
• God kept His promise to bring His
people home.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah

29:11

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• How is Jesus the perfect Prophet?
Jesus perfectly reveals God the
Father and fulfills what the
prophets spoke.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• How do we know God will keep all
His promises?
• What are some ways you have seen
God’s faithfulness?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Build a pillow fort with your kids.
Take flashlights and a Bible into
the fort and read different passages
about God’s faithfulness, such as
Exodus 12:41; Joshua 21:43-45;
Ezra 1:1-4. Discuss God’s
faithfulness to send Jesus.
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STORY POINT: GOD KEPT HIS PROMISE TO BRING HIS PEOPLE HOME.

The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1–3

16

The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1–3

STORY POINT: GOD KEPT HIS PROMISE TO BRING HIS PEOPLE HOME.

FOLD

• What does this story teach me about God or
the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey?
How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they
help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

• What promise did God keep to His people in exile?
• How has God been faithful in your life?
• How can you trust God this week?

Cyrus, king of Persia, had taken over Babylon. Cyrus said, “Let all of God’s
people go back to Jerusalem so they can rebuild the Lord’s
temple.” The exile was over! God’s people were free to
go back to their homes.
Zerubbabel and the high priest led God’s
people back to Judah. They settled in their
hometowns and set up their houses. Then
the people met together in Jerusalem to
rebuild the Lord’s temple.
First, the priests rebuilt the altar.
When the altar was finished, they
offered burnt offerings to God.
Then God’s people gave
money to stonecutters and
carpenters who would work on
God’s temple. They paid people
to bring cedar logs to Jerusalem.
They laid the foundation of the
temple.
When the foundation was
finished, the priests put on special
clothes, and the people praised God.
Not everyone was happy though.
Some of the older people remembered
what the temple had looked like 70 years
ago, before it had been destroyed. They cried.
The noise of the crying and shouting was so loud
that the people could be heard far away.
Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God’s people back to the temple to
rebuild it. The temple was the place where God met with His people on earth. Jesus
came to earth to rescue God’s people. One day Jesus will return to restore a greater home
for all of God’s people, and we will spend eternity with Him.
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Set the Scene |

Set the scene for today’s Bible story. In the top space,
draw a few people who are happy. In the bottom space, draw three people who are sad.

The Long Way Back

Use the key to decode the special message.
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