Unit 17 • Session 2

The Captives Came Home
March 22, 2020 – Preschool Lesson
Bible Passage:
Ezra 1–3
Story Point: God kept His promise to bring His people home.
Key Passage:
Jeremiah 29:11
Big Picture Question:
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus.

The BIBLE Story
The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1–3
God’s people were in Babylon, far away from their homes and
land. But God had made a promise. God had said that the people
would have to stay in Babylon for 70 years, but then He would bring
His people back home. God always keeps His promises.
After 70 years, God gave King Cyrus an idea. Cyrus said, “Let God’s
people go back to their land. Let them rebuild God’s temple in
Jerusalem.”
This was good news! Before, God’s people had to stay in Babylon like prisoners. Now they were free! They could
finally go home. So the people got ready to go. King Cyrus and the other people living in Babylon gave them gifts like
gold, silver, and animals.
A man named Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) led God’s people back home. Some of the people had never seen
Jerusalem because they had been born in Babylon. When they got to Judah, each family set up its house. Then the
people met together in Jerusalem to start rebuilding God’s temple.
God had special laws for how to build the temple, and God’s people were careful to obey them. The priests made
the altar in the same place the old altar had been. Then they made offerings and sacrifices to God.
The people started building. First, they needed money to buy supplies. God’s people gave money to the men in
charge of building the temple. They paid people to bring big logs to Jerusalem. The workers made the foundation, or
the bottom, of the temple. The foundation was very important. A strong foundation makes a building strong.
The people were so happy that the foundation was done! The priests put on special clothes. The people shouted
and sang songs to God. “God is good! He is loving and always will be!” they said. What a happy day for God’s people.
Not everyone was happy though. Some of the older people remembered what the first temple had looked like long
ago, before it had been knocked down. The people were sad, and they cried loudly. The sounds of people shouting and
crying was so loud that it could be heard far away.
Christ Connection: Zerubbabel led God’s people home to fix the temple. Jesus came to earth to save God’s people. One
day Jesus will come back. He will fix up a greater home for all of God’s people, and we will live with Him forever.
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ACTIVITIES TO DO WITH YOUR CHILDREN
Story Review:
Look at the Big Picture Card as you ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.
How long did God’s people live in Babylon? (70 years)
Who led the people back to their home in Jerusalem? (Zerubbabel)
What did the people start building when they got back to Judah? (the temple)
Why were some people sad and crying when the temple’s foundation was done? (They remembered what
the first temple looked like.)
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus.
Count items into groups of 10
What you need: 7 small bowls; 70 small items (beans, pennies, pebbles, buttons, crayons, etc.
Invite preschoolers to count out 10 items and place the 10 items in a small bowl. Encourage children to continue
until they have 7 bowls with each containing 10 items. Help as needed.
Say • Seven groups of 10 equals 70. Seventy items looks like a lot, but can you imagine 70 years! God’s people
were in Babylon for 70 years. That’s a long time! Finally the time had come for God’s people to go home.
We will hear about that in today’s Bible story.
Make trail mix
What you need: Assorted trail mix ingredients, such as dry cereal, dried fruit, fish-shaped crackers, pretzels, minimarshmallows, chocolate chips, or sunflower seeds
Say • Many people like to make trail mix as a snack for when they travel. God promised to bring His people
back home, and He did. They traveled home to Jerusalem and began to fix the temple. One day Jesus
will come back and will fix up a greater home for all of God’s people, and we will live with Him forever.

Make a suitcase
What you need: “Suitcase” printable, 1 per child blunt-tipped scissors crayons/markers
Magazine pics = Cut out pictures of items you want to put in your suitcase for your trip!
Show children how to cut out and fold the pattern in half to create a suitcase that opens. Guide children to open
their suitcase and draw items with crayons or markers that they would pack if they were moving. Or cut pictures
from a magazine of items to ‘pack’ in their suitcase. Encourage them to decorate the outside of their suitcases with
stickers, crayons, or markers.
Say • If you had to move what would you pack in your suitcase to take with you? God’s people had to move
everything they had in Babylon back to Judah. King Cyrus also gave them gifts of gold, silver, and animals
to take with them. On the front of your suitcase it says, God kept His promise to bring His people home.
Someday Jesus will come back. He will fix up a greater home for all of God’s people, and we will live with
Him forever.

Prayer Time
Pray together and thank God for always keeping his promises.
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Unit 17—Preschool Memory Verse

Unit 17—Uptown Memory Verse

Get the Captives Home
INSTRUCTIONS:

Complete the maze to get God’s people home.

Preschool Activity Pages

Unit 17 • Session 2
The Captives Came
Home
BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• God kept His promise to bring His
people home.
• King Cyrus said God’s people
could go back to their land.
• Zerubbabel led God’s people home.
• God’s people worked together to
build the foundation of the temple.
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah

29:11

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• How is Jesus the perfect Prophet?
God speaks to us through Jesus.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Read Jeremiah 29:10. How many
years did the prophet Jeremiah say
God’s people would be in Babylon?
After how many years did God
bring His people home?
• Why was it important that God’s
people fixed the temple?
• How is the home Jesus is preparing
for His people better than any
earthly home?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Go on a family hike. Pack a lunch
and some drinks. As you walk, talk
about what it must have been like
for God’s people to travel home.
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STORY POINT: GOD KEPT HIS PROMISE TO BRING HIS PEOPLE HOME.
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The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1–3
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The Captives Came Home
Ezra 1–3

Key Passage: Jeremiah 29:11
Babies & Toddlers Christ Connection:
Jesus will give us a home with Him.
Preschool Christ Connection: Zerubbabel
led God’s people home to fix the temple. Jesus came
to earth to save God’s people. One day Jesus will come
back. He will fix up a greater home for all of God’s
people, and we will live with Him forever.
Big Picture Question & Answer:
How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us
through Jesus.
Story Point for Babies & Toddlers:
The prophets told about Jesus.
Story Point for Preschoolers: God kept His
promise to bring His people home.
Gospel Gems:
• God brought His people back to their land.
• Zerubbabel led the people to build the temple.
• Jesus brings us to God.
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God kept His
promise to bring
His people home.

God kept His
promise to bring
His people home.
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Suitcase

Instructions: Print one copy on heavyweight paper for each preschooler. Use as directed in the leader guide.

