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March 29, 2020 
Unit 17 • Session 3 

The Temple Was Rebuilt 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  

Ezra 4–6; Haggai 

STORY POINT: 

God’s people rebuilt the temple to glorify God. 

KEY PASSAGE:  

Jeremiah 29:11 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:  

How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly reveals God the Father  

and fulfills what the prophets spoke. 

 

The BIBLE Story 
The Temple Was Rebuilt 
Ezra 4–6; Haggai 

After living in Babylon for 70 years, God’s people were home! A group 

had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. They had started the 

work, but their neighbors didn’t want them to rebuild the temple, so they 

stopped building. The people made excuses. “Maybe it isn’t the right time to 

rebuild the temple,” they said. They thought that because the task was 

difficult, maybe God didn’t want them to do it. 

God sent the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to encourage the people. So the leaders—Zerubbabel and 

Joshua—started working on the temple again. At this time, Darius (duh RIGH uhs), the king of Persia, ruled over the land 

of Judah. The king was in charge of so much land, he put governors in charge of some of the land. A governor named 

Tattenai (TAT ih nigh) noticed God’s people had started to rebuild the temple again. 

Tattenai talked to Zerubbabel and the others working on the temple. “Do you have permission to rebuild this temple?” 

Tattenai asked. The workers said, “We do.” 

Tattenai sent a report to King Darius. This is what Tattenai’s letter to King Darius said: “To Darius the king—This letter 

is to tell you that the people in Judah are building the temple of the great God. They said King Cyrus gave them 

permission to rebuild the temple. Please search the royal records to see if this is true.” 

King Darius’s officials searched the royal records for Cyrus’s order. They found it—a scroll with a record from King 

Cyrus. This is what was written on the scroll: “Let God’s temple be rebuilt. It will be a place to offer sacrifices. Let its 

foundation be rebuilt.” King Cyrus had also ordered for the cost of building the temple to be paid for out of the royal 

treasury. 

So King Darius sent a letter back to Tattenai. He gave this order: “Stay away from the workers in Jerusalem. Don’t 

bother them or try to stop them. Give them whatever they need.” 

Tattenai and the other officials obeyed King Darius’s order. The Jewish leaders kept building, and they finally finished 

the temple of God! The people celebrated and made offerings to God. They chose priests and assistants to serve in the 

temple. 

Then God’s people celebrated the Passover. God’s people were so happy. Now the temple of God was finally complete. 

 

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to worship God. Years later, God sent His 

Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God dwells not in the temple, but directly with His people. Jesus provided something 

better than the temple; He gives us Himself. 
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ACTIVITIES TO DO WITH YOUR CHILDREN 

Building Game 
What you need: A deck of cards 

Demonstrate how to build a structure out of playing cards. For extra challenge form two groups. Give each group a deck of 

cards. Challenge them to build a structure. Assign each group a leader to cheer on the group and encourage them as they 

build. After several minutes, examine the structures. 

SAY • Great job building! How helpful or encouraging was your leader? When God’s people were rebuilding the temple in 

Jerusalem, God sent two prophets—Haggai and Zechariah—to encourage the people. Today we will learn more 

about how and why God’s people rebuilt the temple.  

Key Passage 
Continue working with your kids on learning the passage.  

Say • This key passage tell us that God had a plan for His people. He has a plan for us too. We can always trust His plan 

because He is all-powerful and good. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes) 
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Haggai 1. Explain that the prophet Haggai recorded four 

messages to the Jewish people. Choose a volunteer to read aloud Haggai 1:1-2. 

Say • God used the prophet Haggai to deliver His message to rebuild the temple. This was an important message for God’s 

people, and Haggai was faithful to deliver the message that would result in God’s glory. 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss: 

How did rebuilding the temple bring glory to God? Help kids conclude that God’s people were determined to rebuild 

the temple so they could worship God. Seeing the temple rebuilt showed God’s faithfulness. Hundreds of years later, 

God would send Jesus to dwell among His people so they would no longer need the temple. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 1:14.) 

The Bible tells us that we are God’s temple. How should that impact the way we relate to one another or see 

ourselves? Emphasize to kids that if we are in Christ, our bodies are the temple to the Holy Spirit. We should honor 

our bodies and treat others with respect. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Cor. 6:19-20.) 

Why is God the best foundation for our lives? Invite kids to discuss how we can often be tempted to build our 

foundation on other things (relationships, popularity, etc.), but Scripture tells us that Jesus Christ is the only firm 

foundation. All other ground is sinking sand. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Cor. 3:11.) 

 

Then and now 
Give each person a piece of paper and a pen. Guide them to turn the page sideways and draw a line down the middle of 

the page (top to bottom across the shorter length). Instruct them to label the left side of the page Temple Then and the 

right side Temple Now.  

Instruct everyone to draw a temple on the left side of the paper, and a self-portrait on the right side. 

Say • Your pictures represent the temple then and now. God’s people rebuilt the temple to glorify God. The temple gave 

them a place to worship God. 

Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God dwells not in the temple, but directly with His 

people. Jesus provided something better than the temple; He gives us Himself. 

 

Prayer: Thank God that he now dwells directly in his people. 
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• What does this story teach me about God 
or the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How 

do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   What was the response of God’s people when they met 

difficulties while rebuilding?

•   Why don’t we worship in a temple today?

•  How can we give glory to God this week?

STORY POINT: GOD’S PEOPLE REBUILT THE TEMPLE TO GLORIFY GOD.

After living in Babylon for 70 years, God’s people were home! A group had 
returned to Jerusalem to rebuild God’s temple. They had started the work, but 
their neighbors didn’t want them to rebuild the temple, so 
they stopped building. God sent the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah to encourage the people. So the 
leaders—Zerubbabel and Joshua—started 
working on the temple again.

A governor named Tattenai noticed 
God’s people had started to rebuild the 
temple again. Tattenai sent a report to 
King Darius in Persia. This is what 
Tattenai’s letter to King Darius 
said: “The people in Judah are 
building the temple of the great 
God. They said King Cyrus gave 
them permission to rebuild the 
temple. Please search the royal 
records to see if this is true.”

King Darius’s officials searched 
the royal records for Cyrus’s order. 
They found it.

So King Darius sent a letter back 
to Tattenai. He gave this order: “Stay 
away from the workers in Jerusalem. 
Don’t bother them or try to stop them. 
Give them whatever they need.”

Tattenai and the other officials obeyed King 
Darius’s order. The Jewish leaders kept building, 
and they finally finished the temple of God! The people 
celebrated and made offerings to God.

Christ Connection: God’s people rebuilt the temple so they would have a place to 
worship God. Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to be with His people. Now God 
dwells not in the temple, but directly with His people. Jesus provided something better 
than the temple; He gives us Himself.

 The Temple Was Rebuilt
Ezra 4–6; Haggai
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Order of Events | Number these Bible stories in the order they happened. Then arrange each corresponding letter to discover the name of an 
important place in today’s Bible story.

Unit 17, Session 3: The Temple Was Rebuilt

To Build Again
Find the words of today’s story 
point in the picture, and write 
them in order. Also find 10 scrolls.
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Unit 17—Preschool Memory Verse 

Unit 17—Uptown Memory Verse 




