
Vestry Minutes for 11-16-2021  

 

Vestry Members Present: Speed Stodghill, David Holzknecht, David Neihaus,John Shelby, Bill 

Shory, Phil Eschels,Troy Petie, Peggy Woolley, and by Zoom: Rhody Streeter, Faith Cirre, and 

Sara Ceresa 

 

Others Present: Edie Nixon, Treasurer 

 

Absent: Gibbs Reese and Gaylee Gillim 

 

Clergy and Staff: The Rev. Kelly Kirby, Rector and the Rev. Benjamin Hart, Director of 

Congregational Life 

 

Opening Prayer: Rev. Kirby recognized that there was a quorum present and opened with 

prayer 

 

Reflection and Reading: Faith Cirre read “The Road Not Taken” and shared with the group 

that she is in a life transition and traveling down a path not of her choosing because she has 

been diagnosed with a blood cancer.  She experienced “mental clouds” during Covid, and now 

takes treatment everyday. She is struggling with fatigue, but she is on the road and glad to have 

us as her buddies on the path. 

 

Corrections and Approval of the Minutes: There were two corrections. Peggy Woolley asked 

that the second sentence of the notes on her reflection be changed to read “Rather than 

deserving things in life, none of us deserves what we have been given.” Gaylee Gillim corrected 

the spelling of “Afgan” to “Afghan.” 

 

Approval of the Minutes: The minutes were approved as corrected. 

 

Financial Report: Edie Nixon shared the financial report. The second PPP loan has been 

forgiven, there was a nice cash balance, and nothing in the long term liabilities. She expressed 

pleasure with the giving through both pledged and plate offerings. We are over budget in 

Maintenance and expect Grounds to also be over budget.  

 

LG&E cut down part of a tree, which will save us money. 

 

Rhody Streeter moved and Bill Shory seconded that the report be approved pending audit. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Stewardship Update: Rev. Kirby presented a report on the Pledge Statistics. Our goal is 

$665,000 and as of 11-16-2021 we were at $650,782 or 97.86% of the goal. She reviewed a 

breakdown of the responses and stated that she was very pleased. Parishioners had returned 

pledge cards and responded to vestry calls much more quickly than in many years. The trend in 

Episcopal churches is that big churches are getting bigger, and small churches are getting 



smaller, or dying. St. Matt’s seems to have been exceptional in the response to Covid issues 

because members were determined to stay connected and found ways to make things happen, 

like revamping the Food Pantry to allow it to continue. Pledges have done very well at this point 

and there are more that are expected to come in after the first of the year.  

 

2022 Budget: There were no questions or discussion about the budget after its presentation at 

the October meeting. Phil Eschels moved and John Shelby seconded a motion to adopt the 

2022 proposed budget. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Convention Summary: Troy Petrie stated that the convention was much drier and less exciting 

than some years since it was held via Zoom. There were no resolutions presented. Elections 

were held. The Diocesan budget was passed. 

 

Next year the convention will be held at the Cathedral 

 

Vestry Committee Liaison Reports: The Building and Grounds report was based on the 

minutes from their meeting on 11-15-2021. The comment was made that the streaming 

capabilities that we were able to use had a big influence on pledges. We received pledges from 

some from out of town who are attending online.   

 

There are big expenditures anticipated due to HVAC work to be done. Speed Stodghill moved to 

accept the attachments presented and David Holzknecht seconded. The motion was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Kelly reported that we will exceed the Buildings and Grounds budget and asked for approval for 

an additional $10,000 in expenses by the end of the year. If bills come in to exceed that 

$10,000, the vestry will be consulted again. Speed Stodghill moved and Bill Shory seconded a 

motion to fund the pre-approved excess expenditures of $10,000 over the annual Building 

Maintenance budget. The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Nominating Committee: John Shelby reported that the committee met four times to consider 

26 individuals who had been vetted plus 2 volunteers. As of this meeting 5 adults had agreed to 

run: Diane Clark, Kevin Clark, Dave Johansen, Robin Garr, and LaVonne Fingerson (for the 1 

year term ending in 2023.) One more adult is needed to commit for a 3 year term. Sophie Kirby 

had been nominated by Hannah Savells to take her place as the youth representative. Rev. 

Kirby pointed out a potential conflict. Our by-laws state that no family of staff should serve on 

the  Vestry. John Shelby moved and Rhody Streeter seconded a motion to make an exception 

to the by-laws for Sophie to be able to serve. There was much discussion about the pros and 

cons of that action. At that point David Neihaus moved that the motion be tabled and Phil 

Eschels seconded. The motion was passed unanimously. Rev. Kirby will provide the nominating 

committee with a list of eligible youth to be considered for the Youth position. 

 

Vision Implementation Team:  Peggy Woolley reported.  



Goal #1 - A survey has been developed to provide data on ways that our members have been 

engaged in social justice work in recent years. Melissa Klassen will lead a small committee to 

review the audit and the survey to help discern next steps and to begin to narrow our focus as a 

church. These results will be considered by the end of November and early December.  Melissa 

will report on Kentucky Interfaith Power and Light at the next committee meeting on Dec. 8. 

 

Goal #2 - Sara is developing a Hospitality/ Welcome retreat for Vestry and staff for a day in 

January or February. 

 

Goal #3 - Benjamin is beginning to collect recommendations for community talents to present 

skills classes as the program is expanded into its third year. 

 

Outreach: Faith reported that more than 100 articles of clothing had been collected for the 

Afghan families that we are helping, one of which has already moved in. The Advent Tree is 

being developed and will provide gifts for immigrants, including many from Cuba. 

 

Wardens’ Report: Phil Eschels commented on how hard the Vestry had worked during the past 

year and that it was unusual not to have had conflicts. He said that the Lord is working through 

us and for us, and that it is important to take note of what is good in the midst of what is not so 

good. Speed had no additional report. 

 

Rector’s Report: Kelly reviewed the results of the survey taken by the Collegeville Institute, in 

which 45 respondents participated. The results were very favorable with the parish deemed to 

be in the most positive category of an integrated one. 

 

Kelly raised the question of how to deal with 3 meetings scheduled for Vestry in February. It was 

decided to hold a retreat on Saturday only on February 5, to cancel the February Vestry 

meeting, and to meet with Bro. Vryhof  on February 18 from 6:00-8:30. 

 

Theological Reflection: We feel the Holy Spirit working in our peaceful and engaged meetings 

as we move closer to our mission and goals. 

 

Compline: Faith led us in the Meeting Room and then the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Peggy Woolley, substituting for the venerable Gibbs Reese 

 

 


