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There is nothing to writing. 
All you do is sit down at a 
typewriter and bleed. 
Ernest Hemingway
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–William Faulkner

“If a story is in you, 
it has to come out.”



Introduction 01
What is NaNoWriMo?



What is NaNoWriMo?
National Novel Writing Month

● An annual writing challenge that takes place in 
November

● You write a novel and it will be published and 
printed!

● A time to express yourself through words and 
creativity

● The best thing EVER



Who can participate in NaNoWriMo?

We recommend that people middle 
school and up participate, but it is 

open to anyone willing to write 
15,000 words

Anyone!



When do you work on NaNoWriMo?

During November
Anytime



What types of books can you write?

Historical fiction, sci-fi, 
realistic fiction, 
mystery, fantasy

Fiction
A memoir, narrative 

nonfiction

Non-fiction
Recipe book, short 

stories, poetry

A collection



What is the overall NaNoWriMo schedule 
and deadlines?

● November 1
○ Start writing

● November 30
○ Have at least 15,000 words

● December 31
○ Have editing done

● January 15
○ Turn in finished manuscript



Questions about 
the overall 
program and idea 
of NaNoWriMo?



The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
Cinder, Scarlet and Cress by Marissa Meyer

Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell
Wool by Hugh Howey

Side Effects May Vary by Julie Murphy
Water for Elephants by Sarah Gruen

8 Bestselling Books Written 
During NaNoWriMo



Activity Break



Pick 10 and write a story
● Halt

● Coach

● Silk

● Muggy

● Blade

● Fault

● Sensation

● Negotiation

● Wedding

● Chicken

● Snake

● Aquarium

● Break

● Scramble

● Nonsense
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How can you get 

started?
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How do you find a topic?
● Look at your favorite books, movies, TV shows, 

songs and draw inspiration from them
● Look at what genres you like reading and might 

like writing
● What interesting stories have happened to you 

that you could write about (directly or 
indirectly)?



How can you preplan in October?

Plan your protagonist 
and side characters. 

Why are they important 
to the story?

Characters
Plan the main conflict 
and how you will build 

up to the climax. 

Plot
When and where does 
the story take place? 

How does it add to the 
plot?

Setting



What is a sample 
preplan?

❏ Announce your word count goal
❏ Decide on your genre
❏ Choose a plot formula
❏ Pick a story idea
❏ Write a synopsis
❏ Decide your point of view
❏ Journal on what excites you about your 

story
❏ Make a list of topics to research
❏ Visualize a breathtaking story setting
❏ Start developing your characters

❏ Brainstorm how to get unstuck
❏ Outline your top 10 scenes
❏ Make plans to attend a write-in
❏ Journal on what your perfect November 

would look like
❏ Make a list of character names
❏ Work on your character development
❏ Journal on what you love about your main 

characters
❏ Visualize your character at 3 points in the 

story



How do you create 
a story map?



How do you create 
characters?
● Make them complex
● Give them a backstory
● Think about how they 

contribute to your story



How can you preplan chapters?

Know what’s going to 
happen and set it up. 

Beginning
Think of this as your 

rising action.

Middle
Conclude your chapter 

or end with a 
cliffhanger!

End

● Whose point of view is this chapter told from?
● How does the chapter contribute to the story?

● Chapter length

Some things to think about...



How can you connect with others and brainstorm ideas?
Writing Community



Questions about 
how to get 
started in 
October?



The scariest moment is 
always just before you start.

-Stephen King



Activity Break



For your protagonist and antagonist:
● Physical traits
● Where do they live?
● Who are the most important people in their life?
● Gender
● Hobbies
● Greatest fear
● Greatest dream
● Past experiences

Character Development



November
How do you write a 
novel in November?
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15,000 words
- 500 words per day

How do you set a word count?

Different Word Goals

30,000 words
- 1,000 words per day

50,000+ words
- 1,600 words per day



How do you create a writing schedule?

Know your schedule and 
block out time each day 

to write. 

Plan ahead
When you have extra time, 
whether it’s 3 minutes or 

30, try and get some words 
in. 

Free time



How do you create time to write?

This might be difficult 
for some people’s 

schedules but it can 
also be a great time to 

write!

In the Mornings
Everybody has a 

different schedule. 
However, some 

options are during 
lunch, after 

school/work, or during 
a break.

In Your Breaks
Write before you go to 
bed! Most of the time 

there is little 
conflicting events now 

which leaves time 
open to write for as 

long as you would like.

At Night



How do you support 
family, friends, and other 
participants during their 
NaNoWriMo journey?
Ask what they need from you. 
You can cheer them on, ask 
about their novel, give 
constructive feedback, give 
them space to write, and/or 
write with them.



OF COURSE… 
However, you might need to be careful when you do.

Can you change your 
story as you write?



What are some common 
pitfalls and problems?

● Writer’s block
● Feeling unmotivated
● Getting behind on your word count
● Not knowing where you're story is 

going



How do you overcome pitfalls and problems?

Talk to friends, look on 
Pinterest, look at your favorite 

books/movies/shows, look back 
at your plan and why you were 

so excited about the idea. 

Get inspired
Clear your head then when you 

get back to writing do 
something unexpected with the 

plot. 

Take a break



Close the door. Write with no one 
looking over your shoulder. Don’t try to 

figure out what other people want to 
hear from you; figure out what you have 

to say. It’s the one and only thing you 
have to offer. – Barbara Kingsolver



Questions about 
writing in 
November?



Writing the last page of the first draft is 
the most enjoyable moment in writing. 
It’s one of the most enjoyable moments 

in life, period. – Nicholas Sparks



Activity Break



Writing Prompts
● It was the day the moon fell… 
● It moved, why was it moving? That should not have been 

moving, well not on it's own anyway… 
● Just after he died, he sat up… 
● She scratched his face from the photograph. She would get 

her revenge… 
● Hundreds of eyes peered at me through the darkness in the 

alley. How many cats were there? Why were they all here 
together… 



December
How do you edit and 
prepare your novel?
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Yes!!
The point of NaNoWriMo is NOT 

perfection, however, having 
another person read it through 
before you send it or even just 

putting it through Grammarly can 
greatly improve your book!!!

Should you edit your novel?



No
Some people 
prefer to edit 

themselves and 
keep them books 

private. 

Yes
It can be helpful 

to get somebody 
else’s feedback.

Should you have an outside editor?



How are books published and printed?

Write your book!!
Step 1

Format your 
manuscript (we’ll 

get into that later)

Step 2
Submit your 

manuscript to Julie 
Mushkin

Step 3



What are the requirements to publish?

Author photo 
(optional but highly 

encouraged)

About the book 
blurb

Manuscript of 
15,000 words +

Cover image 
(with source)

About the author 
blurb



What do sample covers look like?



How do you design 
a cover?

Pick a royalty free image from 
the web, draw one yourself, 
design one digitally, or use a 
photograph that you took. 
Pick a font for your title and 
name that’s relevant to the 
story. Pick a cover color.



How do you find 
cover images?
Here are our favorite websites- 
royalty free!!!
● Unsplash
● Pexels
● Pixabay
● Picjumbo 

https://unsplash.com/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://pixabay.com/
https://picjumbo.com/


Or, design/create your 
own!



How do you find the perfect title?

Play on words Summary Conflict

Direct quote Overarching theme Character or detail



How do you format and submit a 
manuscript?

Run spell checkPut title and name 
on the cover

Double spaced, 
12-point Times New 

Roman

Chapters must start on 
a new page and chapter 

titles italicized

Indent new paragraphs 
and have consistent 

dialogue indentations

Put the dedication 
(if you have one) 
on the 2nd page



How do you write an 
“About the Author”?
● What do you want the reader to 

know about you?
● Name, age, job/school, where you 

live, family/pets, hobbies, etc. 
● Roughly one short paragraph
● More detail here

https://gatekeeperpress.com/how-to-write-an-author-bio-with-no-experience/


How do you write an 
“About the Book”?
● Brief summary
● Introduce characters and 

important details
● Include the main conflict without 

giving everything away
● Or you can use a blurb from the 

book that gives insight to the 
story

● No spoilers



How do you write a 
dedication?
● This part is more personal 
● Doesn’t have to relate to the 

story
● Who would you like to thank?
● Who has helped you along the 

way?
● Who has influenced your story?



How will novels be shared? 
Do you have to share your book?

Writing Community



Questions about 
preparing and 
printing your 
novel?



We have to continually be jumping off 
cliffs and developing our wings on the 

way down. – Kurt Vonnegut



Activity Break



Success
Why should you 

participate in 
NaNoWriMo?
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What are the benefits of NaNoWriMo?

Helps develop 
discipline

Self confidence You used your own 
voice

Bragging rights (You're 
a published author)

Self expression and 
creativity

Looks good on 
résumés

You’ve seen your power Develops a great 
community

Being creative increases/ 
helps bring you closer to your 

faith



Work ethic, organizing time, learning about yourself,
 how to edit a book, and so much more

What can be learned from 
participating in NaNoWriMo?



Community

Learning about yourselfHaving fun writing

Finished product

What are our favorite parts of NaNoWriMo?



What is the story of how we came to this calling?

During my 7th grade year I 
decided that I wanted to 

participate in NaNoWriMo which 
I had missed my chance to do 

the previous year

Sophie

I decided to do NaNoWriMo in 
sixth grade at my school. I 
immediately loved it and 

continued writing every year of 
middle school

Lucy



How has this calling affected the other 
callings we have in our lives?

NaNoWriMo was one if the main 
reasons that I applied to the 

Journalism and 
Communications magnet at 

Manual. It gave me confidence 
in myself and my creativity that I 

hadn’t seen before 

Sophie

NaNoWriMo was how I 
discovered my love of creative 
expression through writing and 
even drawing and digital design 
since they are also part of the 

process. 

Lucy



How can we imagine this calling working 
for wholeness in God’s kingdom?

Everyone has a story to share 
and in writing everyone has a 

voice. Reading and writing give 
us the ability to empathize with 
others and understand different 

perspectives, which gives us 
greater respect for those 

around us. 

Lucy
Creativity and the beauty of 

reading and writing is one if the 
things that I associate most 

with God. The ability to create 
whole worlds in our minds and 

see the goodness and joy in 
fictional worlds is a reflection of 
the goodness and joy I see in our 

world created by God.

Sophie



Activity Break



Closing 
questions and 
thoughts



Whatever you can do, or dream 
you can, begin it; Boldness has 
genius, power and magic in it. – 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe



Check It!
● https://writers.com/how-to-come-up-with-story-ideas

● https://www.curtisbrowncreative.co.uk/how-to-plan-your-novel-in-ten-steps/

● https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-develop-fictional-characters

● https://self-publishingschool.com/book-title-ideas-choose-perfect-title-book/

● https://gatekeeperpress.com/how-to-write-an-author-bio-with-no-experience/

● https://www.well-storied.com/blog/participate-in-nanowrimo

● https://www.literacyshed.com/the-story-starter-shed.html 

● https://authority.pub/character-development-questions/ 

● https://gatekeeperpress.com/how-to-write-an-author-bio-with-no-experience/ 

● https://timemgmttools.wixsite.com/website

● https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-format-dialogue-in-your-novel-
or-short-story#how-to-format-dialogue-in-a-story

● https://www.louiseharnbyproofreader.com/blog/when-to-indent-text-laying-ou
t-narrative-and-dialogue-in-fiction

https://writers.com/how-to-come-up-with-story-ideas%20
https://www.curtisbrowncreative.co.uk/how-to-plan-your-novel-in-ten-steps/
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-develop-fictional-characters
https://self-publishingschool.com/book-title-ideas-choose-perfect-title-book/
https://gatekeeperpress.com/how-to-write-an-author-bio-with-no-experience/
https://www.well-storied.com/blog/participate-in-nanowrimo
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-story-starter-shed.html
https://authority.pub/character-development-questions/
https://gatekeeperpress.com/how-to-write-an-author-bio-with-no-experience/
https://timemgmttools.wixsite.com/website
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-format-dialogue-in-your-novel-or-short-story#how-to-format-dialogue-in-a-story
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-format-dialogue-in-your-novel-or-short-story#how-to-format-dialogue-in-a-story
https://www.louiseharnbyproofreader.com/blog/when-to-indent-text-laying-out-narrative-and-dialogue-in-fiction
https://www.louiseharnbyproofreader.com/blog/when-to-indent-text-laying-out-narrative-and-dialogue-in-fiction


http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq

