
What every Christian Ought To Know. 

#8 About Faith and How to Have it!

• (Matt. 9:29) “…It shall be 
done to you according to 
your faith.” 

• “Pray, 
believe; and 

you’ll receive.

• Pray, and doubt;

you’ll do without.”
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Finding Out What

Faith is NOT!

• Faith is Heaven’s medium of exchange, it’s the greatest 
asset we have. Unbelief however, is not only the greatest stumbling block, 
but it is the chief “wickedness.”

• The sin of ALL sin is unbelief. It caused Eve to sin in the Garden of Eden 
when she failed to trust God’s Word. 

• Unbelief locked the doors to the “Promised land” for the children of 
Israel. (Heb. 3:19) “because of their unbelief.”

• Unbelief tied the hands of Jesus while visiting His home town. Notice: 
(Matt. 13:58) “And He did not do many miracles there because of their 
unbelief.”

• Jesus paid for every sin that is generated by the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. Things such as murder, lying, homosexuality etc. These sins are NOT
what sends people to a Christ less hell. “Unbelief” is what sends people 
to hell. Notice: (Jn. 3:18) “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but 
he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
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What is FAITH, and 

Where Does it Come From?

• Faith: A belief and trust in and loyalty to God. Notice: (Heb. 11:1) “Now faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” True faith is not 
based on empirical (observation, or experience) evidence, but on divine assurance.

• How does one obtain faith? Can faith be acquired (through effort, or experience), 
purchased, stolen, wisdom, or inheritance? No, faith is received as a “gift” from 
God through His Word. Notice: (Rom. 10:17) “So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing by the word of Christ.” “You don’t name it and claim it. God speaks, and 
you believe it and receive it.” (Adrian Rodgers).

• Notice: (Phil.1:29) “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to 
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,”

• Notice: (Phil. 2:13) “for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work
for His good pleasure.”

• Notice: (Jn. 3:27) “John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it 
has been given him from heaven.”

• Notice: (2 Tim.2:25-26) “with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, 
if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the 
truth,  26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the 
devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.”
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“FAITH is a GIFT From GOD”

• Notice: (Eph. 2:8-9) “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  9 not of works, lest anyone should 
boast.” 

• Our response in salvation is “faith,” but even that is “not of ourselves” [but 
is] “the gift of God.” Faith is nothing that we do in our own power or resources. 
Bedside's, God wouldn’t want us to rely on them even if we had them. Otherwise 
salvation would be in part by our own works, and we would have some ground 
to boast in ourselves. Paul intends to emphasize that even faith is not from us 
apart from God’s giving it. 

• If salvation is of grace, it has to be an “undeserved gift of God.” Faith is 
presented as a gift from God in (Phil.1:29), (Phil.2:13), (2 Tim. 2:25-26)

• Notice; (2 Pet. 1:1) “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To 
those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness 
of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ”

• Notice: (Acts. 3:16) “And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of 
Jesus which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith 
which comes through Him (Jesus) has given him (The lame man) this perfect 
health in the presence of you all.” 
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• Every person lives by faith in something, or someone.                                                            
When we go across a bridge we trust it to support us. When 
we put our money in the bank we trust it will be safe. Life is 
a constant series of acts of faith. No human being, no 
matter how skeptical and self–reliant, could live a day 
without exercising faith.

• However, it’s a little different when it comes to “Saving 
Faith.”                                                                                             
Church membership, baptism, confirmation, giving to 
charity, and being a good neighbor have no power to bring 
salvation. Nor does taking Communion, keeping the Ten 
Commandments, or living by the Sermon on the Mount. 
The only thing a person can do that will have any part in 
salvation is to exercise faith in what Jesus Christ has done 
for him. 

• When we accept the finished work of Christ on our behalf, 
we act by the faith supplied by God’s grace. That is the 
supreme act of human faith, the act which, though it is 
ours, is primarily God’s—His gift to us out of His grace. 
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• When a person chokes or drowns and stops breathing, there is 
nothing he can do. If he ever breathes again it will be because 
someone else starts him breathing. 

• A person who is spiritually dead cannot even make a decision 
of faith unless God first breathes into him the breath of spiritual 
life. 

• Faith is simply breathing the breath that God’s grace supplies. 
Yet, the paradox is that we must exercise it and bear the 
responsibility if we do not. 

• Notice: (Jn. 5:40) “You search the Scriptures, for in them you 
think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of 
Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may 
have life.”

• Obviously, if it is true that salvation is all by God’s grace, it is 
therefore not as a result of works. Human effort has nothing to 
do with it (cf. Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16). And thus, no one should 
boast, as if he had any part in it. All boasting is eliminated in 
salvation. (cf. Rom. 3:27; 4:5; 1 Cor. 1:31).                               
Nevertheless, good works have an important place, as Paul is 
quick to affirm.



Blessings of FAITH!

• Faith Brings:
1. Salvation- Notice: (Rom. 5:1) “Therefore, having been justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” Notice 
that word “Justified.” It’s an act of God by which He declares righteous 
those who, through faith in Christ, repent of their sins and confess Him 
as Sovereign Lord. (Rom. 10:9-10)

2. Sanctification- Notice: (Acts. 26:18) “to open their eyes, in order to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’”

3. Victory Over the World- Notice: (1 Jn. 5:4) “For whatever is born of 
God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome 
the world—our faith.” This doesn’t mean you will never loose “a” battle 
with temptation, and sin. It means through Christ and His provision of 
salvation, the believer is a “Victor” over the invisible system of demonic 
and human evil that Satan operates to capture men’s souls for hell.
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4. Victory Over Satan- Notice: (Eph. 6:16) “in addition to all, 
taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”

5. Victory Over the Flesh- Notice: (1 Cor. 10:13) “No 
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to 
man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you 
will be able to endure it.”

6. Victory Over Death- Notice: (1 Thess. 4:13) “But I do not 
want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no 
hope.”

7. The Fullness of The Spirit- Notice: (Gal. 3:14) “in order that 
in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the 
Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith.”



Burden’s of NO-FAITH!

1. Worry- “God your not big enough to handle 
this.” Which in turns “has been proven” to cause 
all sorts of health problems.

2. Loneliness- God seems distant, and your desire 
to interact with anything spiritual diminishes.

3. Guilt- Our guilt gland is overactive because we 
do not trust God for (total) cleansing. Faith is 
our acceptance of God’s acceptance of us.

4. Disobedience- If You truly believed God’s word 
you wouldn’t violate it.
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“The REALITY of Biblical Faith”

➢ Your Faith is No Better Than It’s Object.
• Anytime you find yourself at a cross-road there will always be that one friend that 

say’s “Brother you just need to have faith, or all you have to do is believe.” When 
this happens don’t be “Duped.” There is nothing magical or mystical about 
“believing” because there is no power in faith alone. Remember the Polar 
Express?

• Notice (Rom. 10:11) “For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL 
NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.” 

• Notice: (Mk. 11:22) “And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.
• It’s not your faith that moves mountains. It is God that moves mountains, so you 

can’t put “faith in faith” either. Remember we are not relying on “positive 
thinking,” your “Feelings,” or the fact that your faith may be “weak.” The least
amount of faith in the right object is better than strong faith in the wrong object.

• The Object of “Real” faith is not self, someone, or service. The object of “real 
faith” is the Savior Jesus the Christ. Notice: (Heb. 12:2) “fixing (looking) our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith,…” 

• Notice; (Dan.11:32) “…but the people who know their God will display strength 
and take action.”

• Notice: (Psa. 19:10) “And those who know Your name will put their trust in You, 
For You, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.” 10



“The ROOT of Biblical Faith”

• All true biblical faith is rooted not only in KNOWING God 
but in HEARING from the God that you know. 

• Notice: (Rom. 10:14-18) “How then will they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? How will they believe in 
Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear 
without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they 
are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE 
FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD 
THINGS!” 16 However, they did not all heed the good 
news; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR 
REPORT?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by 
the word of Christ-(The Gospel).  18 But I say, surely they 
have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; “THEIR 
VOICE HAS GONE OUT INTO ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR 
WORDS TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD.” 11



Why Do People NOT Believe?

• Notice: (Jn. 3:19-21) “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into 
the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their 
deeds were evil.  20 “For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and 
does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 “But 
he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be 
manifested as having been wrought in God.” 

• Because they love their evil-(SIN).                                                                                      
They do not want to come and have their SIN exposed. They reject the 
gospel because it is a gospel that sheds the shining light of “conviction” on 
sin.  And people who aren't really willing to be exposed as sinners, who 
aren't willing to turn from their sin aren't going to “hear” the message.  

• That's why Jesus said to the “religious leaders” of Israel, "I have not come 
to call the “righteous but sinners” to repentance.” (Lk. 5:32) 

• Jesus is saying, as long as you will not allow your sin to be exposed, I can't 
help you.
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• The Israelites expressed an ignorant unbelief because of a love of sin. 
Btw, this is describing ALL unbelievers.

• Here’s another great illustration Notice: (Matt. 13:3-9) “And He spoke 
many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to 
sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds 
came and ate them up.  5 “Others fell on the rocky places, where they 
did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they 
had no depth of soil. 6 “But when the sun had risen, they were 
scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 7 “Others 
fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out.  8
“And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.  9 “He who has ears, let him 
hear.”

• The problem isn’t with “the sower” and it isn't “the seed.”                    
The problem is with “the soil.”  And where you have soil that loves evil, 
soil that is hard and unplowed and never turned over by conviction, or 
never cleaned out of its weeds and the love of the world and the love of 
evil, there cannot be the growth of the seed that gives life.

• The issue then is a love of sin.  And in the case of Israel they did not 
respond to the gospel because they wanted it the way it was.  They 
wanted to indulge themselves in the present sinning rather than be 
called to a transformed life.
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• This is really nothing new. Notice what Isaiah say’s in (Isa. 30:9-13)      
“For this is a rebellious people, false sons, Sons who refuse to listen To 
the instruction of the LORD; 10 Who say to the seers, (Prophets) “You 
must not see visions”; And to the prophets, “You must not prophesy to 
us what is right, Speak to us pleasant words, Prophesy illusions. 11 “Get 
out of the way, turn aside from the path, Let us hear no more about the 
Holy One of Israel.” 12 Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Since 
you have rejected this word And have put your trust in oppression and 
guile, and have relied on them, 13 Therefore this iniquity will be to 
you…” 

• Israel wasn’t interested in the “truth.”  They wanted to hear lies.  They 
wanted to hear smooth things. They wanted to be pacified. They wanted 
to be indulged in their sin. And that was nothing really very new at all.  In 
fact, you will find many other passages in the O. T. that speak of the 
same kind of attitude, where the hearts of men are not even interested 
in the truth of God.  They are utterly resistant to it because of “a love of 
sin.”

• Notice: (Prov.1:29-30) “Because they hated knowledge And did not 
choose the fear of the LORD.  30 “They would not accept my counsel, 
They spurned all my reproof.” They hated knowledge and they did not 
choose to believe the things of God. That ladies and gentleman is a 
willful choice based upon the love of sin.



15

• As you come to the N. T., it is very clear that the people of Israel hasn’t 
changed. They still love their own “indulgent sins,” and they didn’t want to turn 
from them. They loved their “false religion.” They loved their “works of 
righteousness.” They loved their “adulteries, lying, and extortion.”  

• Watch what happens as our Lord confronts the cities of Galilee:                       
(Matt. 11:21-24) “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  22 “Nevertheless I say to you, it will 
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23
“And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will descend 
to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in you, it 
would have remained to this day. 24 “Nevertheless I say to you that it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you.”

• In other words, you've had all the information, and exposure to all the miracles,
and truths. But, you chose to reject all of this for your “love of sin.”

• Notice: (Jn. 7:7) Jesus is speaking “The world cannot hate you, but 
it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil.” 

• Jesus “confronts” people of their sin is the issue. Sinful people do not want to 
be “confronted” about their sinfulness.  They want to go on in entertaining their 
sin and indulging themselves in vice and evil as they have in the past. It's only 
the desperate. It's only the ones who have had enough, the ones who want to 
abandon it, who want to turn from their sin, who truly come to God.
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• Remember (Rom.1:32) “and although they know the ordinance of God, that 
those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, 
but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.” Even though they 
know the message of truth, and the judgment of God. They keep doing it, keep 
doing it, keep doing it without repentance, without change, without a desire to 
be different.

• Notice: (1 Pet. 2:8) “for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, 
and to this doom they were also appointed.” They are disobedient. They want to 
live against the law of God, and that's the basic bottom line.

• So, when you look at the nation Israel and you try to understand their unbelief, 
you must realize that It isn't that they were ignorant because they didn't hear 
the truth. They were guilty of willful unbelief because they loved their sin.  And 
that's the way it usually is.  Oh, granted, there are some people in the world 
who may be ignorant of the gospel of Christ and we need to reach those people 
and if their hearts are open God will reach them and does reach them. But of 
those people who have been exposed to the truth to any degree and will not 
respond, it is because of the love of their sin and thus they are ignorant.

• They had a zeal for God and a zeal for religion but it was not according to the 
truth because they rejected the truth due to the love of their own sin. In fact, 
would you notice the last verse of (Rom. 10:21) “But as for Israel He says, “ALL 
THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND 
OBSTINATE PEOPLE.” They were just disobedient, contrary; they wanted to go 
their own way.
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• Now as we look at (Rom.10), Paul shows us how this ignorance manifests 
itself.  It is the ignorance of willful unbelief due to the love of sin. And it 
manifests itself in various facets.  

1. We've learned they were ignorant of the Person of God,                               
verse 3.  "For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to 
establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness 
of God.” They didn't know how holy God was.  

2. We've learned that they were ignorant of the Provision of Christ.                
Verse 4: "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness, to everyone that 
believes."  

3. We've learned that Israel was ignorant of the Place of Faith.                  
They didn't understand faith. Verse 9 sums that up, "that if you confess 
with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved;” They didn't understand the person 
of God. They didn't fully understand the provision of Christ.  They didn't 
understand the place of faith.  They were in the ignorance of willful 
unbelief because they loved their sin.  They would not believe the truth 
and so they were left in their ignorance.
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• What does “Confess with your mouth” mean? This is not just a 
simple acknowledgement that Jesus is God and the Lord of the 
universe, since even demons know that to be true.                 
Notice: (Jas. 2:19) “You believe that God is one. You do well; the 
demons also believe, and shudder.”

• “Confesses” this Greek word means to be in agreement, to say the 
same thing. The person who confesses Jesus as Lord (V. 9) agrees 
with the Father’s declaration that Jesus is Savior and Lord.

• “Confess with your mouth”: This is the deep personal conviction, 
without reservation, that Jesus is that person’s own master or 
sovereign. This phrase includes;

1. Repenting from sin- To turn away.
2. Trusting in Jesus alone for salvation- To express Faith.
3. Submission to Christ as Lord- To be obedient.
• This is the volitional element of faith.
• “Believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead.” 

Believing in the resurrection is necessary for salvation because it 
proved that Christ is who He claimed to be and that the Father 
had accepted His sacrifice in the place of sinners. HE IS ALIVE.



“The RESULT of Biblical Faith”

• So, what is the result, the purpose of faith? Remember, “Faith is not getting man’s will 
done in heaven. It is getting God’s will done on earth. The result of faith is the will of God.”-
A.R.

• Don’t think that you can just believe for whatever you want and have it. (Name it, and 
Claim it.) Why? Because if it’s NOT the will of God, there’s no possible way that you can 
have faith for it. Again Why? Because “FAITH” is the “GIFT” of God. You can be assured that 
God is NOT going to give you a word on/about something that’s not His will.

• Notice: (1 Jn.5:14) “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us.” God answers us = born again believers.

• Let’s dig a little deeper: We know God answers our prayers. We are waiting for eternal 
life. We are waiting for the entrance into that eternal life.                                                               
Verse 11 of this same chapter says, "And the testimony is this, that God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have the life.”  

• This is true, we have the life but we have not yet entered into the full experience 
of that life. (Glorification) We possess the life of God within us but the full expression of 
it waits the glorious manifestation of the sons of God after we leave this world, after we die 
and enter in to the eternal presence of God. We know we have that eternal life. Not will
have but have. And we await the entrance into its fullness.
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• In the meantime while we are waiting on eternal life, we have needs, 
problems, struggles, and concerns, we have issues to deal with. And so in 
the meantime we know God answers our prayers. This is awesome. 
Notice: Verse 14, "This is the confidence which we have before Him, 
that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  15 And if we 
know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests which we have asked from Him.” 

• Watch this: We know we have eternal life. But before the full expression 
of that in the life to come, we have all these needs, all these concerns, all 
these issues, struggles, battles, temptations and at the same time we 
know God answers our prayers. We are not alone. This is the confidence. 

• The term "confidence" literally means freedom of speech. We feel a 
freedom to go before the Lord on any issue and freely, boldly ask. We're 
even instructed in Scripture to come boldly to the throne of God to seek 
what we need (Heb. 4:16). Our confidence then is not only in the life to 
come, our confidence is in the here and now that we have access to 
God. We are not in His presence, in heaven yet. We haven't yet entered 
into our eternal inheritance which is laid up for us. But we now have 
access to all of God's resources through the means of prayer. And that's 
why John says, “This is the confidence." (Assurance) Literally, this is the 
boldness by which we enter His presence and freely request whatever 
we need.
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• Notice verse 14 in it’s fullness: "this is the confidence which we 
have before Him." This actually means "in His direction, toward 
Him." Or even better, "In His presence." We are confident 
enough as believers to go right into the presence of the eternal 
God and boldly and freely ask for what we need. And if we ask, 
verse 14, anything, according to His will, He hears us. 

• “Hearing,” here means more than listening and knowing the 
request, it's a hearing that's going to dispatch the right answer. 
If we ask anything according to His will, we have a blank check, 
literally. That blank check is His will. Anything in the bank of His 
will we can request. And verse 15, "And if we know that He 
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests which we have asked from Him.” 

• Hearing is answering for God. No limits, blank check, just one 
qualifier, "according to His will." 

• This is awesome, while we wait for the full redemption of the 
body, while we wait for the next life, while we wait to receive all 
that God has prepared for them that love Him, we have the 
confidence that in the meantime our prayers will be answered.



22

• To reinforce this idea Notice: chapter 3 verse 21, This is a very similar 
statement, "Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God;” In other words, if our hearts are right, our 
conscience is clear, we have confidence to go before God, then verse 
22, "and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep 
His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.”
Here's another qualifier. "Because we keep His commandments and 
do the things that are pleasing in His sight.” 23 This is His 
commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, just as He commanded us.”

• Everybody want’s to use this cliché
“We are not about RELIGION, we are about RELATIONSHIPS.” We are 
Christians, and Christianity is in fact a religion because there are rules, 
and standards.

1. If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2. If you keep His commandments. 
3. If you love the brothers which follows salvation.
4. THEN, you can ask whatever you want and you will receive it. You 

have confidence or assurance before God that you will receive what 
you ask.
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• Notice what Jesus said in (Jn. 15:7) “If you abide in Me, and My words abide 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”

• Here's this same blank check, Jesus is saying, if you share My life and My truth. 
Verse 16, "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you 
would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever 
you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.” All of these statements 
are amazing.

1. If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. , “if you abide in Christ”
2. If you keep His commandments. “if His Word abides in you”
3. If you love the brothers which follows salvation.
4. THEN, you can ask whatever you want and you will receive it. You have 

confidence or assurance before God that you will receive what you ask.
5. Notice: (Jn. 14:13) “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son.”
6. If “you ask Me anything in My name:” This little phrase is the equivalent to 

His will. To refer to “His name” is to refer to all that He is and all that He does. 
To say that I'm praying in Jesus name doesn't mean at the end of my prayer I 
say, "In Jesus name, amen," and that sort of makes everything qualify. If you 
do put it at the end and it's fine to do that, I do that most of the time, but for 
me that's not some kind of “guarantee” statement that makes whatever I ask 
for an “obligation.” It’s simply a way of saying “if this is consistent with who 
You are, if it is consistent with what You desire to do.”

• Notice: (Jas. 4:15) “Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 
and also do this or that.” 



24

• The world is filled with people who pray to God and most all of 
them pray to God in crises, but they don't have any guarantee
that He's going to hear and answer. And, if they don't know 
God and they don't believe in the Lord Jesus Christ which is 
the only way to know God, God is under no obligation to 
answer their prayers.

• All the prayers about family, health, children, jobs, crises, all 
the prayers about needs, all the prayers about life and death, 
all the prayers that go up at events from political events to 
athletic events, all the prayers that go up day after day in 
various venues and various times and places and some official 
and some unofficial by all the “unregenerate” of the world 
and God is under no “obligation” ever to answer any of them. 

• However, when a true believer prays in the name of Christ, 
and according to His will, God has “obligated” Himself to 
answer. This is a Christian certainty...Hallelujah! 
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God is sovereign and can choose to answer any prayer He sees fit. But 
Scripture clearly indicates that God does not listen to or answer every 
prayer. In fact, Scripture gives at least fifteen reasons for unanswered 
prayer. God does not answer the prayer of those:
1. Who have personal and selfish motives.                                                                                

(James 4:3) “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.”

2. Who regard iniquity in their hearts.                                                                                                
(Psalm 66:18) “If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not 
hear;” --answer

3. Who remain in sin.                                                                                                                  
(Isaiah 59:2) “But your iniquities have made a separation between 
you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so 
that He does not hear.” Answer your request with favor.

4. Who offer unworthy service to God.                                                         
(Mal. 1:8-9) “But when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? 
And when you present the lame and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it 
to your governor? Would he be pleased with you? Or would he receive 
you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts.  9 “But now will you not entreat 
God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such an offering on 
your part, will He receive any of you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts.”
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5. Who forsake God.                                                                                                                            
(Jeremiah 14:10-12) “Thus says the LORD to this people, “Even so they have loved to 
wander; they have not kept their feet in check. Therefore the LORD does not accept 
them; now He will remember their iniquity and call their sins to account.”  11 So the 
LORD said to me, “Do not pray for the welfare of this people.  12 “When they fast, I am 
not going to listen to their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I 
am not going to accept them. Rather I am going to make an end of them by the sword, 
famine and pestilence.” 

6. Who reject God's call.                                                                                                                            
(Proverbs 1:24-25, 28) “Because I called and you refused, I stretched out my hand and 
no one paid attention; 25 And you neglected all my counsel And did not want my 
reproof;” Verse 28 “Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me 
diligently but they will not find me, 

7. Who will not heed God's law.                                                                                        
(Proverbs 28:9) “He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, Even his prayer is 
an abomination.” (The heart of the worshiper is wicked. Prov.15:8)                                                                            
(Zechariah 7:11-13) “But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder 
and stopped their ears from hearing. 12 “They made their hearts like flint so that they 
could not hear the law and the words which the LORD of hosts had sent by His Spirit 
through the former prophets; therefore great wrath came from the LORD of hosts. 13 
“And just as He called and they would not listen, so they called and I would not listen,” 
says the LORD of hosts;” 

8. Those who turn a deaf ear to the cry of the poor.                                                                            
(Proverbs 21:13) “He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor Will also cry himself and 
not be answered.” 
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9. Who are violent.                                                                                                                            
(Isaiah 1:15) “So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; 
Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood.”
(Isa. 59:2-3) “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And 
your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.  3 For your hands are 
defiled with blood And your fingers with iniquity; Your lips have spoken falsehood, Your 
tongue mutters wickedness. 

10. Who worship idols.                                                                                                                            
(Jeremiah 11:11-14) “Therefore thus says the LORD, “Behold I am bringing disaster on them 
which they will not be able to escape; though they will cry to Me, yet I will not listen to 
them. 12 “Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the 
gods to whom they burn incense, but they surely will not save them in the time of their 
disaster. 13 “For your gods are as many as your cities, O Judah; and as many as the streets of 
Jerusalem are the altars you have set up to the shameful thing, altars to burn incense to 
Baal. 14 “Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them; for I will 
not listen when they call to Me because of their disaster.” 

11. Who have no faith.                                                                                                                            
(James 1:6-7) “But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like 
the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For that man ought not to expect that 
he will receive anything from the Lord,”

12. Who are living in hypocrisy.                                                                                                                            
(Luke 12:1) “Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people had gathered 
together that they were stepping on one another, He began saying to His disciples first of all, 
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”
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14. Who are proud of heart.                                                                                                                            
(James 4:6) “But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED 
TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 
(1 Peter 5:5) “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. 
Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for 
“God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 

15. Who are self-righteous.                                                                                                         
(Luke 18:11-14) “The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I 
thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12 ‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 
13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful 
to me, the sinner!’ 14 “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather 
than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 

16. Who mistreat God's people.                                                                              (Psalm 
18:40-41) “You have also made my enemies turn their backs to me, And I 
destroyed those who hated me. 41 They cried for help, but there was none to 
save, Even to the LORD, but He did not answer them.”

• So, does God “answer” the prayers of unbelievers? A strict yes or no answer is 
difficult without qualifying the answer in various ways. However, it is 
noteworthy that the above mentioned principles represent some of the key 
characteristics of an unbeliever. Can He hear the prayers of an unbeliever? Yes 
He can, but He’s not “OBLIGATED” to hear, and is doubtful that He will ever 
answer their prayers unless the issue is part of His SOVEREIGN plan.



“The RELEASE of Biblical
Faith”

• Remember, the “will of God” is not something you must do; 
it’s something you get to do.                                                       
(1 Jn. 5:14) “This is the confidence which we have before 
Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears 
us.”

1. What is the REALITY of Faith? It is faith in God.
2. What is the ROOT of faith? You hear from God.
3. What is the RESULT of faith? God’s will is accomplished.
• Now that I have a Biblical understanding of faith, What do I 

do with it? How do I RELEASE it? True faith does more than 
merely believe. It OBEYS. If there is no action behind what 
you say you believe, then you don’t really believe it.

• Notice (Jas. 2:26) “For just as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so also faith without works is dead.”
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• Notice (Jas. 2:18) “But someone may well say, “You have faith 
and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I 
will show you my faith by my works.”

• James's point is NOT that a person is saved by works (he has 
already confirmed that salvation is a gracious “gift” from God; 
1:17-18; cf. Eph. 2:8-9) Rather, James is giving the “test of 
works” in Vv. 22-25. It’s a test of righteous behavior that obeys 
God’s Word and manifests a godly nature. 

• Notice (Jas. 1:22-25) “You see that faith was working with his 
works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  23 and 
the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM 
BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 24 You 
see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.  25 In 
the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works 
when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way?”

• Now, by applying this test one can truly evaluate if they truly 
have a “saving faith,” or a “dead faith.”
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• What does a “Dead faith” look like?
• Personal Favoritism: Notice (Jas. 2:1-4) “My brethren, do not hold your faith in 

our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 2 For if a 
man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and 
there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  3 and you pay special 
attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a 
good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down 
by my footstool,” 4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil motives?

• Compassion without works of compassion: Notice (Jas. 2:14-17) “What use is it, 
my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith 
save him?  15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily 
food,  16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” 
and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is 
that?  17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.”

• Self Glory: (Matt. 6:1-2) “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men 
to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is 
in heaven.  2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may 
be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.”

• Self glory through prayer: Notice (Matt. 6:5) “When you pray, you are not to be 
like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on 
the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they 
have their reward in full.” (Also consider fasting, giving, and motive for service.)
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• Someone might say, “well God didn’t speak to me.” How does 
God primarily speak, and where is faith born?                                   
(Rom. 10:17) “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ.”

• The problem lies not with God, but with man.                                      
Even though they hear, not everyone will listen, and be 
obedient to the Word of God. Notice V. 16 “However, they did 
not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS 
BELIEVED OUR REPORT?” 

• Therefore, unfortunately everybody won’t be saved.                   
Notice V. 20-21 “And Isaiah is very bold and says, “I WAS 
FOUND BY THOSE WHO DID NOT SEEK ME, I BECAME MANIFEST 
TO THOSE WHO DID NOT ASK FOR ME.”  21 But as for Israel He 
says, “ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS 
TO A DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTINATE PEOPLE.” 

• Notice (Heb. 3:12) “Take care, brethren, that there not be in 
any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from 
the living God. (He's referring to unbelieving Jews).



How To Have a Victorious
FAITH.

1. Be Saturated with the Scriptures. Remember 
that faith comes by hearing from God.

2. Be Dedicated to the Savior. Remember faith 
is no better than it’s object. It’s not about having 
a “great faith,” it’s about having a “Great faith in 
God.”

3. Be Separated from sin. Unconfessed sin is a 
“faith killer.”

4. Be Activated by the Spirit. Faith without 
works is dead. Your faith needs legs on it.
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