
What every Christian Ought To 

Know. 

#7 Discerning the Will of God!
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Six Myths Concerning the
Will of God.

• When it comes to the “Will of God,” there are three must in the 
believers life. Otherwise, your life will be pointless, aimless, and fruitless.

I. Your Desire: To know the will of God.
II. Your Delight: To obey the will of God.
III. Your Great Danger: To refuse the will of God.

1. The “Map” Myth:  This is the idea that God is going to give 
you a road map for His will for you. “God is not a Garmin.” The will of 
God is a journey through a relationship, not a road map.

• How did God lead the children of Israel into the wilderness?                      
A pillar of cloud by day; a pillar of fire by night. All they had to do was 
“see” that cloud, or pillar of fire to know that God’s presence was indeed 
with them. (Ex. 13:21)

• How did God lead Abraham? “…Go… to the land which I will show you.” 
(Gen. 12:1) Along his journey God would appear to Abraham giving him 
the assurance that His (God’s) presence, and guidance was with him.
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2. The “Misery” Myth: This has the idea that “Doing the will of 

God” is going to be painful. These folks are afraid to surrender to 
God, because the “price” might be greater than the “prize.” 

• Some people are afraid to say: “I’ll do anything, anywhere, 
anytime, at any cost,” because their afraid God is going to send 
them to the most remote part of Africa only to be eaten by 
cannibals, or worse, be sent to Alabama, and be forced to eat hawg 
jaws, and pigs feet with no teeth.

• You must understand: “God will never send you, where His grace 
won’t sustain you.” Why? Because He Loves You! Some simply 
don’t won’t to give up their sin, or lifestyle to follow God’s will, and 
in doing so they forfeit God’s BEST for their life.

• Remember what Jesus said: (Lk. 14:26-27) “If anyone comes to 
Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be My disciple,”
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3. The “Missionary” Myth: The belief that God’s will is for 
a certain class of people, such as Preachers, missionaries, 
but not ordinary people. 

• Notice: (Gal. 2:6) “But from those who were of high 
reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; 
God shows no partiality)—well, those who were of 
reputation contributed nothing to me.”

• Notice: (Acts. 10:34-35) “Opening his mouth, Peter said: 
“I most certainly understand now that God is not one to 
show partiality,  35 but in every nation the man who fears 
Him and does what is right is welcome to Him.” 

• Notice: (Col.1:27) “but God has chosen the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to shame the things which are 
strong,”

• “You can’t answer the call if you don’t report for duty.” 4



4. The “Miracle” Myth: Those who believe that you have to have a 
sign, or something dramatic in order to know the will of God.

• God can speak any way He chooses. Audibly, through other believers, 
circumstances, and even miracles. 

• Remember O Ballaam? Notice: (Num.22:28) “And the LORD opened the 
mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to 
you, that you have struck me these three times?”

• Notice 1 Kings. 19:11-12) “So He said, “Go forth and stand on the 
mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD was passing by! 
And a great and strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking 
in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind. 
And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake.  12 After the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in 
the fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle blowing (a still small 
voice).”

• If you want to know the will of God for your life it’s usually found 
through “a still small voice,” and “But the path of the righteous is like 
the light of dawn, That shines brighter and brighter until the full day.” 
(Prov. 4:18) As He guides you through the day, God’s will for your life 
becomes brighter for you see plainly.

5



5.The Missed-it Myth:                                                          
This is the belief that God called you to something 
in the past when you were young, and you missed 
it. I've had people to tell me that they Know God 
called them to preach, but now they think  their 
too old, and it’s too late for them.

• As Adrian says, “It’s NEVER too late for you. God 
has a plan for your life, at every stage of your life.”

• If you think that you “Missed” God’s original plan 
for you then notice what God says in (Joel. 2:25) 
“Then I will make up to you for the years That the 
swarming locust has eaten, The creeping locust, 
the stripping locust and the gnawing locust, My 
great army which I sent among you.” 
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6. The “Mystery” Myth: This is the belief that God’s will for 
your life is supposed to be a mystery, and your not really 
supposed to figure out what it is. Notice: (Jer. 29:13) “You 
will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all 
your heart.” God wants you to KNOW His will for your life. To 
know His will, is to know Him. It might not always be easy, but 
it’s never impossible.

• Notice Paul’s Dialog with Jesus: (Acts. 9:3-6) “And as he 
journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to 
the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And 
the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks.  6 And he trembling and 
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the 
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be 
told thee what thou must do. KJV.

• Paul asked two questions: Questions we all should be asking.
1. Who are you, Lord?
2. What do you want me to do? 7



Three Principles for Knowing God’s Will

#1 God Will Guide You--He 
Promised!

➢ God has a plan ordained for us, before it ever comes to pass. 
Notice: (Acts. 9:6) “but get up and enter the city, and it will be 
told you what you must do.”

• Notice (Psa. 37:23) “The steps of a man are established by the 
LORD, And He delights in his way.” (God is leading you one step 
at a time.)

• Notice (Psa. 32:8) “I will instruct you and teach you in the way 
which you should go; I will counsel you with My eye upon you.”

• Notice: (Isa. 58:11) “And the LORD will continually guide you,..”
• Notice: (Prov. 3:6) “In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He 

will make your paths straight.”
• Remember, You have a Father above you CONTROLLING all 

things. You have a Savior beside you DIRECTING your footsteps. 
And you have the Holy Spirit living inside you who is 
ENERGIZING you by impressing upon your heart, mind, and will.8



A. God’s PREVAILING will: For Ex. The kingdom of this world 
will one day be the kingdom of Christ. That’s going to 
happen. It’s part of His Sovereign will.                           
Notice: (Prov. 19:21) “Many plans are in a man’s heart, 
But the counsel of the LORD will stand.”

B. God’s PERMISSIVE will: For Ex. Christians are not to marry 
unbelievers, but sometimes tragically they do. (2 Cor. 6:14)                                                    
Notice: (Prov. 14:12) “There is a way which seems right to 
a man, But its end is the way of death.” God allows His 
children to voluntarily obey, or disobey. We (believers) 
truly exercise “Free will.”

C. God’s PERSONAL will: For Ex. God led me to Christi, 
likewise He led me to Mount Carmel. God’s word teaches 
that He has a special plan, a specific plan, and a personal 
plan for each one of us.                                                    
Notice: (Jer. 29:11) “For I know the plans that I have for 
you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for 
calamity to give you a future and a hope.” 
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Understanding God’s Will

What is it?

1. God’s will is For You to be SAVED!
• Notice: (2 Pet. 3:9) “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing
(willing KJV.) for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

• Notice: (1 Tim. 2:4) “who desires (will KJV.) all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

• You need to understand that both of these verses are referring to 
“God’s will of Desire, wishing,” It’s His expression, NOT His 
“sovereign will of decree.” God’s choices are determined by His 
sovereign, eternal purpose not His desires. 

• Not everyone is going to be saved, (Jn. 17:6) but we do know the 
heart of God “desires” all men to be saved. You will never know 
the mind, or the will of God until you first “Belong to God” 
through salvation. 
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• The will of God begins by salvation. Now Jesus made this very clear 
Notice: (Mk. 3:31-35). “Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and 
standing outside they sent word to Him and called Him. 32 A crowd was 
sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and 
Your brothers are outside looking for You.” 33 Answering them, He said, 
“Who are My mother and My brothers?” 34 Looking about at those 
who were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold My mother and My 
brothers!  35 “For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and 
sister and mother.” 

• What Jesus is saying is this: "The will of God is being related to me 
through faith, not through human relation." And you know that Mary 
and all of His brothers had to be saved, just like you, and I, and in the 
same manner, “by Grace, through Faith.” Jesus says, the will of God is 
a relationship with God; a saving relationship with me. This is the will 
of God. And so Jesus expresses salvation in terms of the will of God. 

• Jesus could have as easily said, for whosoever shall be saved, the same 
is my brother and my sister and my mother. But he chose to say, who 
does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother, equating the 
statement. So to be saved is to do the will of God.  That is God's will.

• Notice (1 Jn. 2:17) “The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but 
the one who does the will of God lives forever.” 
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• Forever life or eternal life then is equated to doing the will of God. So 
in those two passages, salvation and the will of God are equated. 

• God's will is that you be saved, said Paul to Timothy. God's will is that 
you not perish, said Peter. So to begin with then, the will of God is that 
men be saved. When God sets about to express His will, He goes to the 
ends that are necessary to make the expression of that will possible.                                                        
Notice: (Eph. 2:4-6) “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in 
the heavenly places in Christ.”

• In response to His own will, He sent that which made it possible. He 
Himself came in bodily form, died on the cross and rose again. And He 
did it for His great love with which He loved us.

• A lot of people talk about what God wants in their life, but they don't 
even know God. He isn't even running their life. God's will is that you 
be saved. That's where it all starts. You commit your life to Jesus 

Christ. That's basic!
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2. God’s will is For You to be SPIRIT-FILLED!
• Notice: (Eph. 5:17-18) “So then do not be foolish, but understand 

what the will of the Lord is.  18 And do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,”

• Paul is saying as a Christian, you need to yield control of your life to an 
inside agent, only not something like alcohol but the Holy Spirit, who 
dwells in you. And when you're really Spirit-filled, you have no more 
self-control over yourself than when you do when you're really wasted 
with alcohol. 

• A Spirit-filled Christian: is one who has thrown out self, and is led by 
the Spirit. You can be given (controlled) by anger, lust, greed, pride, or 
the Holy-Spirit. 

• Understand the Holy-Spirit doesn’t come in sections, or pieces. Notice: 
(Rom. 8:9) “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if 
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.” You either have Him 
all, or not at all. 

• Here’s the deal, the Holy-Spirit lives in you, and all His energy is there, 
ready to be released to transform you into the very image of Christ,     
(2 Cor. 3:18). Illustrate: “Fizzy” (Alka-Seltzers)
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• The problem arises when we put a lid of sin over our life which quenches 
the Holy-Spirit’s energy, and power so that it can’t be released. And so the 
Bible is really saying, confess your sin, yield to the Spirit, He will release His 
energy and you'll taste like He does. And then when you wander through the 
world, people will mistake you for Jesus Christ. They'll see godliness in you. 
That's the Spirit-filled life. You know, once you're Spirit-filled, then you just 
begin to go in the will of God; it's fantastic!

• Peter is a great example of a life that is transformed by the indwelling 
power of the Holy-Spirit. Remember when Jesus is taken to be tried? 
Peter's outside warming his hands by a fire and just hanging around, 
following but far off. On three occasions, what did he do? He denies Jesus. 
How could this be? You see here's the guy who walks on the water, sees the 
miraculous, has a sword in his hand, he's going to fight the whole Roman 
army and then all of a sudden he denies Jesus in front of a few people? You 
say, "What happened to him?" Here’s what happened to him, on those other 
three occasions, he was standing next to Jesus. At the time where he denied 
him, he was separated from Jesus. Now do you know why he wanted to be 
where Jesus was? That's where his power was.

• Then came “Pentecost,” and Peter boldly preached and 3,000 souls are 
saved. He was no longer paralyzed by fear. Do you know what the Spirit-
filled life is? It's living every single moment in the conscious presence of 
Jesus Christ. That’s exactly what Peter learned, and experienced. 
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• A Great Illustration of The Spirit Filled Life.
If I had a glove lying here, and I said, "Glove, go play in tune on the piano" what's the 
glove going to do? It's not going to do anything! Gloves cannot play the piano. They 
have five fingers, fairly flexible, but by themselves they are useless. Why? They need 
a hand. If I take the glove and put my hand in the glove what happens? The glove 
fills, and it starts moving in rhythm to the command of the hand. The glove doesn't 
get pious and say, "Oh fingers, I'll be obedient to whatever your command." The 
same thing is true in the Christian life. When you're under the control of the Spirit, 
you're not hunting and searching around, you're just “operating.” As a Christian, 
you're a glove. The sad part is, there are a lot of gloves just lying around, grunting 
and groaning, trying to figure out why they're not going anywhere and it's because 
they've never been filled with the Holy Spirit so they can function in response to His 
direction.
Notice: (Matt. 16:15-17) “He said to them, But who do you say that I am?” 16
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 
Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not 
reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
Jesus was explaining to Peter that God had given divine revelation through him as a 
vehicle. Just to keep Peter in the human perspective, the next person to speak 
through him was Satan. And Satan said, "No, don't go on the cross,” and Jesus said to 
Peter's face, "get thee behind me Satan." So Peter was an available vehicle, 
unfortunately, too available. This is an example of just how quick a believer can get in 
the “flesh.” But isn't it interesting? When Peter was near Jesus, he said the 
miraculous, and did the miraculous.
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• A Biblical look at The Character of a Spirit Filled Life.
• Notice: (Col. 3:12-21) “So, as those who have been chosen of 

God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience;  13 bearing with one another, 
and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14
Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of 
unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  16 Let 
the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God 
the Father. 18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting 
in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be 
embittered against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your 
parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 
Fathers, do not exasperate (irritate) your children, so that they 
will not lose heart.” 
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• Vv. 12-14: This is the attitude, and behavior God expects from 
you as a response to His  grace, and goodness.

• V. 15: The believer is to enjoy “peace” with God because of 
Salvation, also a “peace” with other believers. The “bond,” or
the adhesive of the church is the supernatural love of Christ 
poured out into the hearts of believers.

• V. 16: You must “live-in.” This means that you voluntary saturate 
yourself in the Holy-Spirit inspired scripture through study, 
teaching, preaching, and singing. Scripture should permeate 
every aspect of the believers life and control every thought, 
word, and deed. Without this the above mentioned Vv. 12-15
do not happen. The Holy Spirit fills the life controlled by the 
word.

• V. 17: This means you are living consistent with “who” Jesus is, 
and “what” He expects from you.

• Vv. 18-21: Describes the Spirit- filled life in the “Christian 
home.” Husband, wife, and children all have responsibilities to 
God, and each other for these relationships to bring glory to 
God. There will never be harmony in your home without the 
filling of the Holy-Spirit.
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“The more I focus on Him and 

the Word, and the more the 

thoughts of God saturate my 

mind, the more the word of 

Christ controls me, the more 

yielded I am to Him.”  

“There's no handle for the Spirit to control 
unless the Word is there. Spurgeon 
said, "You ought to study the Bible until 
your blood is bubbling."
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3. God’s will is For You to be SANCTIFIED!
• Notice: (1 Thess. 4:3) “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; 

that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality;”
• God wants you to be set apart and the word “sanctification” means “set-

aside,” “holy.” In other word’s, God wants you to be pure. His will 
(expression, wish, desire) is for all men to be Saved, Spirit-filled, and 
Sanctified.

• There are Four Principles of “Purity.”
A. Notice: verse 3: that you should “abstain from fornication.” Now the 

word fornication means sexual sin. He says you should stay away from 
sex-sin. The outside of marriage thing, the perversion, this can mean 
anything from consenting bisexual, homosexual, bestiality, or anything 
else that is a perversion (Pornography). It can mean the gamut of sexual 
activity outside God's perfect design in marriage. Stay away from it!!!

B. Notice: verse 4: that every one of you, no exceptions, “that every one 
of you should know how to possess his vessel (BODY) in sanctification 
and honor.” God has given you your body to honor Him. Your body 
should be possessed and the idea there is that you should control your 
body to honor God. You have to be careful, because that old body will 
run away, and take off. Satan uses the lust of the flesh to set things 
aflame. And there's all kinds of lust of the flesh incidentally, it's not just 
sexual. It can be the way you dress. Some people dress to draw 
attention to their bodies. 
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• We are all commanded to dress “Modestly.” (1 Tim. 2:9) “Likewise, I want 

women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not 
with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments,” 

• Remember (Rom. 12:1) “…to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God,…”

C. Notice: Verse 5: “not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know 

God;” Principle three is simply, "Don't act like a godless heathen.“

• lust is a cruel master. That’s what we are seeing in America today. There are no 
restraints, or self-control on those who don’t know God. 

• Notice (Rom. 1:20-32) “For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21
For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, 
but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the 
glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of 

birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 
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• 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among 
them.  25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever. Amen.  26 For this reason God gave them over 
to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural 
function for that which is unnatural,  27 and in the same way 
also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman 
and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men 
committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons 
the due penalty of their error. 28 And just as they did not see 
fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a 
depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29 
being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips,  30 
slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  31 without 
understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;  32 and 
although they know the ordinance of God, that those who 
practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the 
same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice 
them. 
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D. Notice: verse 6: “and that no man transgress and defraud his 
brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all 
these things,…” 

• Don't take advantage of other people. You know it's so easy to 
use other people to get what you want. People use, and abuse.

• What are some ways people can take advantage of others?
1. Physically: that girl/boy just wanted to fit in.
2. Financially: begging and borrowing from others labor.
3. Emotionally: dumping your bad decisions on others, critic.
4. Socially: use people for your advancement, or relationship.
• Btw, all of these were done to the “new Supreme Court Judge” 

Brett Kavanaugh.
• God's will is that you be saved, Spirit-filled and sanctified.

Listen, folks. If you're running around trying to find God's will 
for some specific in your life and you're not living a pure life, 
what reason is there that God should show you His will 
unrevealed when you haven't obeyed His will revealed? 
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4. God’s will is For You to be Submissive!
• Notice: (1 Pet. 2:13-15) “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake 

to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in 
authority,  14 or to governors as sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do 
right.  15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you 
may silence the ignorance of foolish men.

• Isn't that interesting? Not institutions of God, but institutions of 
man... This means the “will of God” is that you submit to the 
government? 

• Well, what if I don’t like the laws that the President, or 
Congress are passing? Notice: Vv. 16,17. “Act as free men, and 
do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as 
bondslaves of God. I’m free, so I’ll just start a riot; you are free, 
but don't use your spiritual liberty for a cloak of maliciousness. 
No, here’s what we are supposed to do. 17 Honor all people, 
love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.” 

• However, we should NEVER violate God’s word in order to 
obey man!!!!! (Matt. 22:21)
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• Well…, what about my cranky, perverted boss? Notice: V. 
18. “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all 
respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but 
also to those who are unreasonable.”

• So…, Why is submission so important? Notice again: V. 15. 
“…that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of 
foolish men.

• You know that people want to criticize Christianity? How 
best can they do it? What is Christianity's poorest 
testimony? Christians. We live in an ungodly system and we 
need to be exemplary people.

• Remember, Satan can’t get your salvation, so he’s after 
your TESTIMONY! A bad testimony is a dagger to the cause 
of Christ.

• Don’t forget that we are to submit to Christ , as well as each 
other. Notice: (Eph. 5:21) “and be subject to one another 
in the fear of Christ. 
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5. God’s will is For You to Suffer!
• Notice: (1 Pet. 2:19) “Therefore, those also who suffer according to 

the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing 
what is right.”

• Notice: (1 Pet. 3:17) “For it is better, if God should will it so, that you 
suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.”

• Understand that he’s not talking about your “suffering” being your 
wife/ husband, or any other relationship. What he's talking about here 
is when you suffer for “doing what is right.” What does he mean? 
When you live a godly life in an ungodly society, you're going to get 
some opposition/persecution. That's what he's talking about. 

• Notice: (1 Pet 4:13) “but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 
Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you 
may rejoice with exultation.” 

• In other words, He (Christ) suffered for His goodness. He suffered for 
the truth and that's what he's talking about. When you go out and 
really confront the world and are bold for Christ and you suffer, that's 
the will of God. We really need to suffer as a Christian. Notice: (1 Pet. 
4:16) “but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, 
but is to glorify God in this name.” Do we really suffer as Christians? Do 
we really face the world and take what they give?
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• In this world, there are always going to be critics , 
mockers, and persecutors. However, it is God's will 
that you make the Gospel an issue, the issue.

• Notice: 2 Tim. 3:12) “Indeed, all who desire to live 
godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

• Godly followers of Christ should expect to suffer. 
Paul’s experiences were not isolated or 
exceptional. These words were an emphatic appeal 
for Timothy to join Paul in suffering.

• Persecution may vary in degree and take different 
forms in different countries and in different ages, 
but the basic hostility of the world to the godly 
man remains unchanged. For the most part 
“Persecution” is foreign to Americans.
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• Christians will suffer because the world is hostile to the kingdom of 
God. Both Christ (Matt. 5:11–12; Mk. 8:34) and Paul (2 Cor. 12:9–
10; 1 Thess. 3:4) had prepared their followers to anticipate such 
hardship. Paul’s words about the expectation of suffering were 
frightening, and they are also a reminder to every Christian to 
expect opposition for devotion to Jesus. Such forewarning allows 
the thoughtful Christian to be armed with a commitment for 
spiritual battle.

• The phrase “in Christ Jesus” carries the meaning of union with 
Christ. The believer experiences fellowship with Christ in suffering 
as a part of the “mystical union” with him.

• Notice: 3:13 Paul’s explanation for the certainty of suffering was 
that evil would grow in its intensity. Paul described the false 
teachers as “evil men” and branded them as religious swindlers or 
“impostors.” Although the word “imposter” is used outside the 
New Testament to refer to a dabbler in the occult or a wizard, Paul 
may have been designating them as impostors, not magicians. 
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“Why Do Bad Things Happen To Good 
People?”
To find the answer to this question we will be examining the life 
of Paul a little deeper. There are five reasons why God allows 
suffering in your life and mine.
Notice: (2 Cor. 12:7-10) “Because of the surpassing 
greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me 
from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan (Demon inspired False teachers)
to torment me—to keep me from exalting myself!  8
Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might 
leave me.  9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, 
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am 
well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, 
with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for 
when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
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• Number one:, God uses suffering to reveal our 
spiritual condition...our spiritual character. 

• You really don’t know the truth about someone spiritually when 
everything is going well, because superficially and on the surface 
everything is okay. Then when things begin to go wrong, reality 
begins to surface as to their spiritual condition. Then as things 
get worse, the more their spiritual character is revealed. 

• When you strip away the blessings, the successes, the prosperity, 
the health and you begin to peel it all back, then you're going to 
find out what somebody is really made of spiritually. 

• God wanted to accomplish that in the life of Paul because the 
truest crucible for testing one's genuine spiritual character is the 
severest trouble. It was very important to God that the character 
of Paul be manifest. Paul himself, wanted to establish his 
integrity, and credibility. He wanted the Corinthians to know he 
was faithful, he was godly, he was not sinful as they were 
accusing him of being. He wanted them to know the real quality 
of his spiritual life and there was no better way for that to 
surface than in the midst of this deep, deep suffering.
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• The Lord knew that Paul was going to suffer more than any man in 
redemptive history other than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and as a result 
he needed to be sustained with a hope for glory and so God gave him a 
“glimpse of glory” to show him what was waiting on him. 

• Notice: (2 Cor. 12:1-2) “Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; 
but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord.  2 I know a man in 
Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out 
of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the 
third heaven.”

• That’s why Paul could say: "For me to depart and be with Christ is far 
better," he knew exactly what he was talking about cause he had been 
there. God gave him that vision to sustain him in his suffering, but it was 
for that moment alone and only for him and it was indescribable, personal, 
not repeatable, not reproducible and not even permissible. He couldn't 
even talk about it V.(4). 

• Furthermore, it wasn't verifiable, there was no way to prove it. So what are 
you going to do? He's going to say...Well I went to heaven and such and 
such, and this is my experience. And all the “false” teachers are going to line 
up and say...Well, we went there too. How you going to verify anything? You 
can't. 
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• This type of experience tends to produce “pride.” Paul knew that pride 
would be the fruit from this discussion. You've been to heaven and back? 
That could make the best of men proud. So Paul in verse 1 says this isn't 
helpful. It's not helpful to you for all the reasons I've just given. It's not 
helpful for me because it just feeds my pride. So let's get off the subject.

• Then in V. 5 Paul begins referring to his “weakness.” On behalf of such a 
man will I boast," I'll talk about the man who went to heaven. I'll talk 
about him. He's referring again to himself in the third person as he 
expresses his humility. I just want you to know this. "On my own behalf I 
will not boast except in regard to my weaknesses." What are you saying, 
Paul? I'm saying...Look, it is true, I went to heaven, I have a right to say it, 
it happened, it can be acknowledged, it was amazing, it was spectacular, 
it was incredible, it was a one-of-a-kind experience, it was a great 
privilege that I was allowed to go. But you need to know this, I was 
passive in the entire thing. I don't even know what state I was in. I didn't 
seek it, I didn't make it happen. I didn't deserve it. I didn't produce the 
effort. It wasn't some honor. It wasn't by virtue of my merit. It was 
something God did and that's it. And it really doesn't say anything about 
my life at all. I can speak of it but not on my behalf...that is to say not as if 
my power or my will or my merit or my work contributed to it. All I can 
speak about is my weakness. I mean, all I've ever contributed to is 
weakness. I'm just an ordinary man. That's all I have to bring before you 
is my weakness. That's it.
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• This was such a powerful thing because it was true, he was 
weak, he was human. 

• He said his speaking was unimpressive, and his presence 
was unimpressive, he was no orator, he was simplistic and 
all he ever talked about was this crude message of the cross 
and he didn't come in the wisdom of man and so forth and 
so on. 

• Paul was just a plain, ordinary, “weak” man. But, therein 
was the real explanation because how else then could you 
explain his immense impact except for the fact that it was 
God through him? It couldn't be explained by Paul. You 
couldn't say...Well, no wonder he's had the effect he's had, 
he's a powerful presence. No...no wonder he's had the 
effect he's had, he's a profoundly gifted thinker and 
speaker, he's an articulate orator, his rhetoric is without 
equal. No wonder he sways the masses. But all of that just 
wasn't how it was. He was just a weak and simple man and 
there was no explanation for him except God coming 
through him.
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• For Paul to establish his apostleship on something that nobody 
could know really happened would be to open the door to every 
deceiver to do the same, claiming similar mystical experiences 
and authority therefore to speak for God. 

• Paul placed no value on that at all. Now watch what happens at 
the end of verse 6, here it is, "so that no one will credit me 
with more than he “sees” in me or “hears” from me.” 

• Here is the acid test. You say you're a spokesman for God, you're 
a man of God, you represent God, you come with the authority 
of God, then don't tell me about your visions, let me see your 
life and hear your words. That's the criteria. Nothing ambiguous 
about that. That's verifiable. What can be seen in his life and 
heard in his words was the proof of who he was. 

• When these supposed men of God, these prophets and seers of 
our day come along and tell us all about their visions, the right 
response is fine, there's no way you can verify any of that, let 
me follow you around and watch your life and let me hear you 
speak, let me hear the words that comes from your lips and let 
me measure them against the Word of the living God. That's the 
issue.
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• God is letting us know, if you want your life to really 
manifest (show) your true spiritual character, I've got to 
put you through some suffering cause then the truth will 
really come out. Nothing in life is more effective in 
revealing what a person really is spiritually before God 
than trouble, tragedy, and crises. 

• The greater the trouble, the truer the “test of character.” 
Paul then is plunged into the deepest trouble, the 
deepest sorrow, the severest pain and is therefore seen 
to be the man of God in the most clear sense.

• What you really are shows up when everything goes 
wrong, when Satan has just driven a stake right through 
your heart, torn up your most precious treasures, 
wounded you in the area of what is most important to 
you. 
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• What was most important to Paul was the truth in the church and the 
people he loved. And when Satan was ripping that to shreds, that was his 
deepest pain. And it was the perfect environment to find out his spiritual 
character...how did he act and how did he speak in the midst of that? 

• You see, modern false teachers, they want people to believe they're 
spiritual and they want people to believe they come from God and they 
speak for God and they have divine authority and they teach the truth 
because they have had visions and revelations and because they're 
prosperous and powerful and popular and draw big crowds. Let me tell 
you, be suspicious of those people. 

• Real spiritual power and real spiritual authority and genuine spiritual 
integrity looks ordinary, looks weak, looks unimpressive but when you 
look closely, what you see and hear is the evidence of genuine 
spirituality. Be suspicious of the people on parade. The real spiritual 
power comes in very ordinary packages and you scratch your head and 
say...I don't know how God works through him, he's so ordinary.

• Paul's crushing thorn was exactly the right circumstance to demonstrate 
his true character and he simply calls on the Corinthians and says...Just 
look at my life and listen to my words and make your judgment. Are 
these the words of a godly man?"
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• Number Two:, God uses suffering to humble us.
• Paul had built the Corinthian church and now the whole thing is 

just starting to collapse. This is a very “humbling experience.”
• Notice: Verse 7, and this is explicit, "Because of the surpassing 

greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from 
exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting 
myself.” ...to keep me from exalting myself." He says it twice.

• You mean to tell me that this whole mess in the Corinthian 
church, was to humble Paul? It sure was, and if God would 
humble Paul don’t think for a minute that He wouldn’t humble 
YOU! 

• Do you really think that God would allow one of Satan's demons 
to go in and tear up a church for nothing more than the 
“humiliation of its pastor?” That's what happened. God knows 
what's best for you  even when you don’t know, or understand 
yourself.

• Notice: (Isa. 55:8) “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor 
are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD.” 
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• Here’s why God needed to keep Paul in check, after all Paul 
was human too. Look at his “testimony.” 

1. Paul had not only had a trip to heaven, but 
2. He had a revelation of Christ on the Damascus road (at 

salvation.) 
3. He had a further revelation of Christ when He came to him 

when he was in jail in the land of Israel. 
4. He had a further revelation that God gave him when an angel 

joined him on a ship. 
5. The Holy Spirit came to him and testified to him about chains 

and imprisonment. 
6. There was the thirteen epistles that he received by 

inspiration, we're talking about direct contact with heaven. 
And that's enough to make the best of men proud. 

• Because of all these great revelations, he says, to keep me 
from “exalting myself there was given to me a thorn in the 
flesh.” I have a hard time walking in humility just being the 
undisputed, undefeated, undeniable 2018 “Chili-Champ.”
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• God wants His servants humbled. Spurgeon said, "You have two choices. You can 
either be humble or humbled." “Trouble” is a humbling thing. Job knew what 
this was like. He was plumb humbled to ashes, He spent the first part of his life 
building up this fortune, the Lord wipes it all out, kills everybody in his family 
but his wife and then humbles him...just unbelievable “humiliation.”

• God wanted to make His point, that His servant would be humbled and never 
lose his faith. And then, of course, in his humility Job says, "I repent in dust and 
ashes." He was sitting in an ash pile full of repentance, right where God wants 
us, to be. No trust in his flesh, no confidence in himself, helpless, hopeless, 
clinging to the mercy and grace and power of God. He was at the end of all his 
resources and then God opened up the floodgates and greater blessing fell on 
him greater than ever before. So God uses suffering to humble us.

• Folks never forget, if necessary God will use Satan to humble you. That's why it's 
so foolish for these people running around chasing demons, they're under the 
“illusion” that the demons respond, that somehow they have authority over 
demons, Christ did and the apostles did. Nothing in the Bible indicates that we 
do. But even if you did, you might be chasing away the demons the Lord sent. 
“Why?” Because you don't understand Kingdom purposes. People running 
around binding Satan here and binding Satan there, unsuccessfully, I might add, 
it's an illusion and it might well be that if they could do that they would be 
interrupting the work of God.  

• For God’s own purposes allowed Satan access to His own, such as Job, Peter and 
Paul as well.  A messenger from Satan to do what he did in that Corinthian 
church to bring that kind of pain and sorrow and brokenness to Paul in order 
that that man would be “humbled.”
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• Number Three:, God uses suffering to Draw Us To Himself.
Notice: Verse 8, “Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might 
leave me.” Where did Paul go, who did he turn to? “The Lord.” 
Paul responded the right way. He didn't go to Timothy or Titus. He didn't go 
to some of his buddies. He didn't go to his friends. He didn't find a therapy 
to fix his pain. He didn't look for a technique. He wasn't after human 
wisdom. He didn't try to find the path of comfort. He didn’t run to Corinth 
to bind demons. When the delight of his life was gone, the joy of his service 
was lost, he didn't go to any human resources.
Paul went directly to God, who controls men and demons.                               
The word “entreated, or implored" is used frequently in the gospels for the 
appeals of the sick. Paul sees himself as a man in deep sickness, crying out 
to God. He is pleading, and begging because this is just too painful. 
Paul prayed for deliverance “three times on three separate occasions.” He 
prayed to his Lord and he asked Him to remove it, he said, "I can't take it, 
it's too painful, it hurts too much, I love them so greatly, I love the church, I 
love the truth, I love the gospel, I hate false doctrine, I hate the kingdom of 
darkness, I hate the demons and all their evil deception, I can't endure this, 
it's depressing, I can't bear this, Lord, take it away.



“Suffering” is Often The Only 
Time We Seek God!

• Have you ever noticed how the “good-
times” don’t draw you closer to God? 
We never get serious with God until 
they take your little baby into the 
hospital and they tell you it could die, 
all of a sudden your prayer life gets real 
then. When you find out your teen-
ager's on drugs, or you find out your life 
partner has cancer, you get real serious 
about your prayers. When you find out 
you're on the brink of your business 
going down the proverbial drain, and 
everything you've put into it, your life 
savings, is potentially to be lost, your 
prayer life takes on a whole nother 
level. Well, Sometimes, that might just 
be what God has in mind.

40
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• Number Four: God uses suffering to display His grace.

Notice: verse 9. "And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you." 

• "He has said," is in the perfect tense which means it was a set answer. 

• Paul asked three times and three times he got the same answer. "Paul, I hear 
you, I know you're asking for the thorn to be removed. I'm sorry, however, I'm 
not going to do that, I'm just going to turn up the grace. 

• God answers, NOT by removing the pain, because the pain was productive...not 
by removing the trouble because the trouble was productive. It really showed 
the true man and it humbled him and it drew him to God. And so God says I'm 
not going to remove that, the process isn't over, but what I am going to do is 
“increase the grace” so that you can endure it.

• God gave relief not by removal but by sufficient strength to persevere through 
the necessary humbling process. In those times is when God pours out the 
greater grace. In those times sometimes you find yourself with an exhilarating 
joy. 

• Notice: Acts 16 where Paul and Silas are in chains, and you go into the jail and 
you hear them doing what? “Singing.” Why are they singing? Because they have 
been given sufficient grace to endure it. You're never going to know that grace if 
you don't have a crises that calls for it. You're never going to know that grace 
and you're never going to know the joy of that grace and the exhilaration of that 
grace until you have reached a breaking point.
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• God was telling Paul, I'm just going to crank up the grace and in the midst 
of the grace you're going to give Me glory and you're going to endure and 
people are going to see the greatness of your God and the strength of 
your faith.

• Notice: (1 Cor. 10:13) “No temptation has overtaken you except such as 
is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” The Lord will 
bring trials into your life that you can endure. He will give you the grace to 
endure them so that in the enduring you experience the “great grace.”

• Notice: (Deut. 33:26) “There is none like the God of Jeshurun, Who rides 
the heavens to your help, And through the skies in His majesty.”

• Notice: (Josh. 1:9) “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 
with you wherever you go.” 

• Notice: (Isa. 43:1-2) “But now, thus says the LORD, your Creator, O Jacob, 
And He who formed you, O Israel, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name; you are Mine!  2 “When you pass through the 
waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they will not overflow 
you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will 
the flame burn you.” 

• Notice: (1 Tim. 1:14) “and the grace of our Lord was more than 
abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.”
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• You want to know the truth? It's the devil who would like to 
make your life prosperous and successful and happy and tranquil 
because then you wouldn't need God and you wouldn't have to 
thank Him for anything. The “prosperity” message is the devil's 
message. God's message is a message of “suffering and grace.” 

• You will have trouble in this life it is inevitable, and it is useful 
because it produces the evidence of your true spiritual 
condition, humility and intimacy with God and allows God to put 
Himself on display in His grace. This is the cornerstone of 
Christian living, folks. You will have trouble. God does not 
promise to remove it but He does promise to pour out enough 
grace to endure it.

• Paul was in his deepest suffering, but God was using it to put His 
grace on display. And that turns you into a worshiper. God wants 
you to worship Him, and you couldn't fully worship Him, you 
wouldn't know the abandonment of joy and the abandonment 
of heart that Paul and Silas knew in the jail unless you had 
sufficient grace in the midst of dire suffering. The people who 
worship God most deeply are those who have been through the 
deepest water and have been flooded by His grace.
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• Number Five: God uses suffering to perfect His power.

• God wanted Paul to be powerful. God wanted him to be 
used to change the world. God wanted him to impact 
individuals and families and cities and nations. And so we 
come back to verse 9. “for power is perfected in 
weakness," 

• God said to him. When He answered that prayer He said, 
"My grace is sufficient," and then the second part of it was, 
“for power is perfected in weakness." I not only want you 
to go through this so I can put My grace on display, but I 
want you to go through this so there's nothing of you left. I 
want you whittled down to nothing. I want you down...I 
want you down to the point where you have no self-
confidence, you have no trust in yourself, you have no self-
esteem in the sense you believe you're capable of anything 
eternal. I want you broken down.
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• When the Christian gets to the place where he's lost all human ability to 
deal with his difficulty, he's got nowhere to go...When you realize you're 
weak, when you realize you can't fix it...Paul couldn't fix it, he had been 
there, he visited, he sent people, he wrote letters, he couldn't fix it. And 
the rumors were getting further and further spread around about him, 
lies about his life that he was a wicked man and he couldn't do anything 
about it. And there he was with nothing but God and that was enough.

• He had to trust God's power. I mean he had been persecuted 
mercilessly. He had been battered and hammered. He had not only 
found sufficient grace but he had found that when he was finally 
crushed down to nothing, he became powerful. 

• You see, when your human wisdom's out, when your human confidence 
is out, when your ingenuity is out, when your solutions to the problems 
are out, when you have nowhere to go and nowhere to turn but God, 
you are now in a position to be most effective. Understand, no one in 
the Kingdom of God is too weak to be powerful but many are too strong. 

• Notice: ( 1 Cor. 1:27), “but God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 
world to shame the things which are strong,” 



46

• God loves to work through nothings and nobodies
• God gets all the glory as He rightly deserves. Paul says, "When I came to 

you...I was in weakness, fear and trembling." He didn't come in 
thinking himself some great man with some great message and some 
great power in his life and parading himself around as if he were. He 
came in fear. He came in trembling. He came in weakness. He had had 
visions of Christ, he had had a trip to heaven and back, he never talked 
about it. He just spoke of his weaknesses. But when he was no longer 
able to do anything, then God was able to do everything. 

• You see, physical suffering, mental anguish, disappointment, un-
fulfillment, failure creates a pressure that produces power, because it 
just squeezes everything out of us so that we become nothing but a 
clear channel through which the power of God can flow. 

• In the middle of verse 9 Paul says, "Most gladly," he's happy now, 
circumstance hasn't changed, nothing's changed circumstantially, but 
"Most gladly...he says...I'm happy now and I'd rather boast about my 
weaknesses that the power of Christ may dwell in me." I'd rather be 
powerful than anything else and in order to be powerful I have to be 
weak. I just want to talk about my suffering. I don't love the abuse, I 
know it's satanic, I don't honor that, but I do know that God is using all 
of this to make me the man He wants me to be and I love His grace and I 
love His power and I love the humbling process and I love the intimacy 
with Him.
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• We've learned what the will of God is, but what about everyday life, the 
“practical stuff?” You didn't tell me whether I ought to go to that school. 
You didn't tell me about my new job. You gave that same old Bible stuff 
you always give. 

• Do you really want to know what the next thing is in the will of God if 
you're saved, Spirit-filled, sanctified, submissive and suffering?
You know what God's will for you is? 

• Whatever you want. It’s true, whatever you want. If you have taken care 
of all of those things, after all who do you think is running your wants? 
God is. He’s Sovereign.

• Notice: (Phil. 2:13) “for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and 
to work for His good pleasure.”

• Notice what the Psalmist said in (Psa. 37:4) “Delight yourself in the 
LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.” He didn't say 
He'll fulfill the desire. He said He'll put it there. 

• I would have never left the people of Sale Creek First Baptist to come 
here on my own. God put the “want too, and the will” to do so. He gave 
me the desire of fulltime ministry, and then fulfilled that desire. I believe 
that the Christian who follows those five things can believe that God's 
going to give him the desire and that he can follow that desire. Now God 
may move you a little bit along the way, but follow that desire.



Three Principles for Knowing God’s Will

#1God Will Guide You--He Promised!

#2 Guidance Is Provisional 
!

1. You Must Be WILLING.
• You must be willing to search, and know God’s will. Notice what 

Paul said after meeting Christ on the road to Damascus: (Acts. 
9:6) “Lord what do you want me to do?”

• Notice what Marry said in response to the angels message. (Lk. 
1:38) “And Mary said, “Behold, the bond slave of the Lord; may 
it be done to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her.” 

• Notice what Jesus said in the garden of Gethsemane: “He went 
away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this 
cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.”  

• “You will never KNOW the will of God unless you are willing to 
DO the will of God.”

• We must stop asking God to “conform” to our will, but we must 
learn to accept and conform to His will, WILLINGLY! 48
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2. You Must Be MEEK.
• Notice: (Acts. 9:8) “Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 

open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought 
him into Damascus.” How humbling it must have been for this “Proud 
Pharisee” to be blinded, and led by the hand.

• Notice: (Psa. 25:9) “He leads the humble (Meek) in justice, And He teaches 
the humble (Meek) His way.”

• The word “Meek” means teachable and broken spirit.  The ideal is to be 
under control of your Master. Do you have a broken teachable spirit? Can 
God gently lead you, or do you come kicking and screaming?

3. You Must Be OPEN.
• If we are to discern God’s will then we must be “open” to His commands 

through not only “talking” in prayer, but “Listening” in prayer. 
• Notice: (Acts. 9:6) again Paul was open: “Lord what do you want me to do?”
• God will, and does speak generally it is “with a still small voice.”            

Notice: (1 Kings. 19:11-12) “So He said, “Go forth and stand on the 
mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD was passing by! And a 
great and strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking in pieces 
the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind. And after 
the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  12 After 
the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a 
sound of a gentle blowing.” 
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• I’m reminded of (Isa. 6:8) “Then I heard the voice of the Lord, 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, 
“Here am I. Send me!” 

• That’s why it’s important to rise up early BEFORE you are distracted 
by the world, the flesh, and certainly the devil. Do you have a 
“morning” quiet time? Notice: (Psa. 5:3) “In the morning, O LORD, 
You will hear my voice; In the morning I will order my prayer to 
You and eagerly watch.”

• Instead of “Listen Lord your servant speaks,” we should say “Speak 
Lord your servant listens.”

4. You Must Be YIELDED. 
• Whatever, and however God says, you must be ready to accept, and obey 

His will. God might send the most unlikely circumstance, or person to 
show you His will, and you must be willing to yield to His leading. The 
great Paul was now under the tutelage of a insignificant disciple of Christ 
named, Ananias.

• Notice: (Acts. 9:17) “So Ananias departed and entered the house, and 
after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
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• #1God Will Guide You--He Promised!
#2 Guidance Is Provisional –He Made 
Away!

3.Guidance Is Practical—He Made it Easy!

We are Guided by:

1. Miracles of God.

2. The Word of God.

3. The People of God.

4. The Spirit of God.

5. The Wisdom of God.

6. The providence of God.
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