
What every Christian Ought To 

Know.
#6 Believers Baptism!
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There are three modes (or methods) of water 

baptism used in Christian churches today: 

1. Immersion: Is the practice in which the person is completely 
“submerged” in water. 

2. Affusion: Is the practice of, “pouring water” over ones head. 
This practice came into being around the 12th century because 
of the lack of water that was needed to baptize, (convenience.) 

3. Aspersion: Is the act of “sprinkling water” over ones head, a 
ritual that started back around the 12th century for those who 
were bed ridden, and unable to be moved. 

• Evangelical Christians are divided on the question of which mode 
or modes are proper forms of baptism. 

• Some Christians, typically those who believe that only believers 
should be baptized think that immersion is the only valid mode. 

• Other Christians, usually those who recognize the validity of 
“infant baptism,” consider all three modes to be acceptable. 
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A Look At Baptism Through The 

Eyes of Different Denomination’s.

• #1 The Seventh-day Adventist Church: Organized in 1863. Its doctrine 
teaches the sanctity of the seventh-day Sabbath as a holy day for worship. 

• The term Adventist generally refers to one who believes in the Second Advent of 
Jesus (popularly known as the Second coming) in the tradition of the Mille-rites.

• The Adventist family of churches are regarded as conservative Protestants.

• While they hold much in common, their theologies differ on whether the 
intermediate state is unconscious sleep or consciousness, whether the ultimate 
punishment of the wicked is annihilation or eternal torment, the nature of 
immortality, whether or not the wicked are resurrected, and whether the 
sanctuary of Daniel 8 refers to the one in heaven or on earth. The movement 
has encouraged the examination of the Old Testament, leading some members 
to observe the Sabbath and others to use the name "Jehovah" for God.

• Concerning Baptism: It expresses a person's personal faith in Christ, who 
died for our sins. By immersion only. Baptisms by other churches are accepted 
on conditions. 3



#2 Catholicism
• Catholicism: is a vast term for the body of the Catholic faith, its theologies, it's 

liturgical, ethical, spiritual, and behavioral characteristics, and religious people 
as a whole.

• Catholicism is distinguished from other forms of Christianity by its commitment 
to tradition, sacraments, mediation between God, and communion.

• Catholic tradition administers seven sacraments or "sacred mysteries.”
Baptism, Confirmation or Chrismation, Eucharist, Penance, Anointing of the Sick, 
Holy Orders, and Matrimony. These are considered “Christian Initiation.”

• A Couple of Doctrinal beliefs: 
1. Communion/ Eucharist: The bread and wine used in the rite are, according to 

Catholic faith, in the mystical action of the Holy Spirit, transformed to be 
Christ's Body and Blood—his Real Presence. This transformation is interpreted 
by some as transubstantiation.

2. The use of prayer for the dead, and Requests to the departed saints for 
intercessory prayer.

3. Concerning baptism: By pouring, sprinkling or immersion. Baptisms of other 
churches accepted when performed as Catholic Church prescribes. Necessary 
for salvation. Infants are baptized. Anyone who is not baptized, can be 
baptized.
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#3 Christian Science.

• The Church of Christ, Scientist: Founded in 1879 in Boston, 
Massachusetts by Mary Baker Eddy. Christian Science teaches 
that the reality of God denies the reality of sickness, death, sin, 
and the material world. Stories of miraculous healing are 
common within the church and adherents often refuse modern 
medical treatments.

• A couple of Doctrinal Beliefs:
1. Jesus was only a man and that Christ is a Divine 

idea. Furthermore, Jesus never did any supernatural miracles; 
he simply showed people their mental illusions of sin, evil, 
illness and disease. Christian Science says that Jesus did not die 
and his resurrection was only in a spiritual sense.

2. Concerning baptism: Baptism is not a physically manifested 
rite or ritual. Do not immerse, sprinkle or do any outward 
ordinance. Baptism is the spiritual purification of daily life.
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#4 The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints (Mormon)

1. LDS/ Mormon: Was established in 1830. The church teaches Christian 
theologies, including restorationism, millennialism, rejection of original sin, baptism 
by immersion, and the atonement of Jesus Christ. Thirteen statements known as the 
Articles of Faith, written by the restoring prophet Joseph Smith, Jr., list the main 
beliefs of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

• A Couple of Doctrinal Beliefs:

1. Concerning Jesus: They teach that Jesus is the spirit brother of Satan. He was once 
a human being like you and I, but through good works he evolved spiritually to 
become a god. However, Jesus is just one god amongst a pantheon of gods, all of 
who were once human and evolved to become gods themselves. Jesus was born to 
Mary through physical incest when his father god had sexual relations with her. And 
Mormons teach that the blood and cross of Christ is foolishness and cannot fully 
atone for our sins (ever notice how there’s no cross on any Mormon church or 
temple?).

2. Concerning Baptism: Through the Atonement, Christ the Redeemer and 
Savior assured redemption, or resurrection, for all. Provides for salvation 
and exaltation according to our personal worthiness. The baptismal 
covenant is the first covenant a person makes with God. Members are 
baptized at the age of 8, the age at which they begin to take 
accountability for their sins. Baptism by immersion.
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#5 Jehovah's Witnesses

• Jehovah's Witnesses: This denomination emerged from the Bible Student 
movement, founded in 1872 by Charles Taze Russell, with the creation of the 
Watch Tower Society. They are prominently known for their door-to-door 
preaching, and for their refusal of military service and blood transfusions even in 
life-threatening situations.

• A couple of Doctrinal Beliefs:
1. Concerning Jesus: They say that Jesus is actually Michael, the Archangel. He 

was the first creation of God. He came to Earth as a man, died on a stake, and 
rose from the grave invisibly as a spirit. Jesus then returned invisibly to 
Brooklyn, N.Y. in 1914 to head-up the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.

2. Concerning Baptism: By immersion, in lake or river, no fonts (Baptistery) in 
Kingdom Hall. Symbolizes being dead to old way of life. Baptism does not 
cleanse from sin. Infants are not baptized.

3. Concerning Death: Jehovah's Witnesses believe that death is a condition of 
non-existence without consciousness. They do not believe in any Hell of fiery 
torture. Hades and Sheol are understood to refer to the state of death, termed 
the common grave. They consider the body and soul to be the living entity that 
expires. Their hope for life after death involves being resurrected by God, 
either with a new body on earth after Armageddon, or to heaven as one of the 
limited number of 144,000.
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Religious Society of Friends

#6 (Quaker)
• The Quaker’s: Founded in England in the 1650s, as a Nonconformist breakaway 

movement from English Puritanism. 
• The nickname "Quaker" was first used in 1650, when George Fox was brought 

before Justice Bennet of Derby on a charge of blasphemy. According to Fox's 
journal, Bennet "called us Quakers because we bid them tremble at the word of 
God," a phrase from a scriptural reference (e.g., Isaiah 66:2, Ezra 9:4). Therefore, 
what began apparently as a way to make fun of Fox's admonition by those outside 
the Society of Friends became a nickname that Friends even use for themselves.

• A Couple of Doctrinal Beliefs:
1. Concerning The Bible: Early Friends rejected the mainstream Protestant idea of 

sola scriptura, that the Bible is God's written word and therefore self-
authenticating, clear and its own interpreter; instead, they believed that Christ, 
rather than the Bible, is the Word of God. Robert Barclay wrote in his Apology 
that the scriptures "are only a declaration of the fountain, and not the fountain 
itself, therefore they are not to be esteemed the principal ground of all Truth and 
knowledge, nor yet the adequate primary rule of faith and manners.

2. Concerning Baptism: Do not believe in outward ritual of baptism. The ongoing 
spiritual process should not be treated as an event. Inward baptism and 
communion are most important to spiritual life.
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#7 Presbyterian

• Presbyterianism: Refers to a number of different Christian churches that 
adhere to the Calvinist theological tradition held in Protestantism. 
Presbyterian theology generally emphasizes the sovereignty of God, the 
authority of the Bible and the necessity of grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ.

• Presbyterianism evolved in Scotland primarily before the Act of Union in 
1707. Most of the few Presbyteries found in England can trace some type 
of Scottish connection. Although some adherents hold to the theology of 
Calvin and his successors, there is a large range of theological views within 
contemporary Presbyterianism.

• A Couple of Doctrinal Beliefs:
1. They Do Confirm The “Perseverance of the Saints.” Eternal Security.
2. They Do Con firm The Two “Ordinances” of The Church. The Lord’s 

Supper, and Baptism.
3. Concerning Baptism: By sprinkling, pouring, or immersion which ever 

method is preferred by the applicant. Baptisms of other churches 
accepted.  Not necessary for salvation.  Infants are baptized.
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#8 Methodist
• The United Methodist Church: Methodist denomination that traces 

its main root back to Reverend John Wesley's evangelical and revival movement in 
the Anglican Church, and theology is steeped in Wesleyanism. It contains 
sacramental and evangelical elements. In the United States, it ranks as largest 
mainline Church, second largest Protestant church (after the Southern Baptist 
Convention), and third largest Christian Church overall. It still remains today as 
the only Christian denomination or body to have congregations in every county or 
parish in the United States.

• Today, the UMC is considered one of the more moderate and tolerant 
denominations with respect to race, gender, and ideology, though the 
denomination itself includes a very broad spectrum of attitudes. Comparatively, 
the UMC stands to the right of liberal Protestant groups such as the United 
Church of Christ and the Episcopal Church on most lifestyle issues (especially 
regarding sexuality), but to the left of historically conservative evangelical 
traditions such Southern Baptists and Pentecostalism, in regard to matters such as 
Biblical interpretation.

• A couple of Doctrinal Beliefs:
1. Wesleyan theology: rejects the doctrine of eternal security, with the belief that 

salvation can be rejected, and is characterized by Arminian theology
2. Concerning Baptism: By sprinkling, pouring, or immersion. Is only an outward 

sign of one's entrance into the church.  Baptisms of other churches accepted. 
Not necessary to salvation. Infants are baptized. 10



#9 Lutheran

• Lutheranism: Is a major branch of Western Christianity 
that identifies with the teachings of the sixteenth-century 
German reformer Martin Luther. Luther's efforts to reform 
the theology and practice of the church launched the 
Protestant Reformation. The reactions of governmental and 
churchly authorities to the international spread of his 
writings, beginning with the 95 Theses, divided Christianity.

• A Couple of Doctrinal Beliefs:
• Lutherans: do not believe in any sort of earthly millennial 

kingdom of Christ either before or after his second coming 
on the last day.

• Concerning Baptism: By sprinkling, pouring or immersion. 
Baptisms performed by other churches accepted when all 
Bible conditions are met. Necessary to salvation except in 
rare instances. Infants are baptized.
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# 10 The Church of God
• The Church of God, with headquarters in Cleveland, Tennessee, is a 

Pentecostal Christian denomination. With over six million members in over 180 
countries, it is one of the largest Pentecostal denominations in the world.[1] In 
the United States, it reports over one million members, making it one of the 
nation's largest denominations. The movement's origins can be traced back to 
1886 with a small meeting of Christians at the Barney Creek Meeting House on 
the Tennessee/North Carolina border, making it the oldest Pentecostal 
denomination in the United States.[2] The Church of God's publishing house is 
Pathway Press.

• A Few Doctrinal Beliefs:

1. Church of God Christians believe in baptism with the Holy Ghost, which follows 
sanctification and is revealed by an experience of speaking in tongues. This act 
empowers believers for their Christian service.

2. The experience of speaking in tongues is evidence of the presence of the Holy 
Ghost after sanctification.

3. In lifestyle, Church of God Christians expect members to abstain from all 
alcohol, tobacco, and recreational drugs. Jewelry and makeup are not taboo, 
although moderation is encouraged. Divorce and remarriage are also 
acceptable in certain situations, even for ministers.

• Concerning baptism:

It believes in believer's baptism by immersion using the Trinitarian formula. 12
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• # 11 The Episcopal Church: By immersion or pouring. In an 
emergency any Christian may baptize saying "in the name of the Father, Son & 
Holy Ghost". Necessary to salvation. Infants are baptized.

• Mennonite's: Believe that the baptism of believers with water is a sign of 
their cleansing from sin. Baptism is also a pledge before the church of their 
covenant with God to walk in the way of Jesus Christ through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Believers are baptized into Christ and his body by the Spirit, water, 
and blood.

• Amish: They believe that those who repent and believe should be baptized 
with water as an outward sign of the inward new birth, baptism of the Spirit, 
cleansing from sin, and commitment to Christ. (Acts 2:38, Acts 10:47 &48, 1 
Peter 3:21) Baptism in the Amish church is a lifelong commitment, usually 
made between ages 18-22

• Adult baptism has remained a key defining characteristic for the Amish and 
other groups who stemmed off from the early Anabaptist movement.  Amish 
feel the decision should be an adult commitment, made by the individual to 
God, together with the church body.

• Amish-born scholar John A. Hostetler: Notes that early Anabaptists “felt that 
baptizing babies could not be supported by Scriptures.  They argued that sin 
entered the world with a knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 3).  Since an infant 
does not have this knowledge, it cannot have sin.” The descendants of the 
early Anabaptists, the Old Order Amish and other groups, feel that baptism is 
unnecessary for the removal of sin.



What’s The Difference Between

Amish and Mennonites?
• While Mennonites and the Amish come from the same “Anabaptist roots” 

that began in the 16th Century, the Amish became a separate group from 
Mennonites. The groups agree on many beliefs (such as pacifism and adult 
baptism), but the Amish follow a stricter doctrine.

• Menno Simons (1496 – 31 January 1561) was a former Catholic priest from 
the Friesland region of the Low Countries who became an influential 
“Anabaptist religious leader.” Simons was a contemporary of the Protestant 
Reformers Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli who led a movement separating 
from the Roman Catholic Church. It is from his name “Menno” that his 
followers became known as Mennonites.

• In 1693, Swiss Anabaptist leader Jacob Ammann did not believe that 
banning and shunning was being practiced well enough. He felt the current 
church was not strict enough and he separated to create the Amish. 

• Among the differences between the two, the Amish create their own 
communities isolated from the world, while Mennonites do not. 

• Amish also hold to stricter rules: no electricity, horse and buggy 
transportation and plain dress. Most Mennonites, however, do not have such 
restrictions.
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How Many Baptist Do We 

Need?
1. Alliance of Baptists: 100 congregations, 60,000 members[13]

2. American Baptist Churches USA (ABCUSA): 5,800 congregations, 1.4 million 
members

3. Baptist General Convention of Texas: 5,700 congregations, 2.3 million 
members

4. Baptist General Association of Virginia (BGAV): 1,400 congregations, 400,000 
members

5. Baptist General Conference: 1,000 congregations, 140,000 members

6. Conservative Baptist Association (CBAmerica): 1,200 congregations, 200,000 
members

7. Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF): 1,900 congregations, 700,000 members

8. General Association of Regular Baptist Churches: 1,400 congregations, 130,000 
members[14]

9. National Association of Free Will Baptists: 2,000 congregations, 200,000 
members[14]

10. Old-Line Primitive Baptists 15
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11. Progressive Primitive Baptists
12. Southern Baptist Convention (SBC): 44,000 congregations, 16.3 million 

members[15]
• African-American Baptist groups:
13. National Baptist Convention of America, Inc.: 12,000 congregations, 

3.1 million members
14. National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.: 33,000 congregations, 8.5 

million members
15. National Missionary Baptist Convention of America: 300 

congregations, 400,000 members
16. National Primitive Baptist Association: 1,500 congregations, 250,000 

members[14]
17. Progressive National Baptist Convention: 1,200 congregations, 2.5 

million members
• Associations holding to Landmarkism
18. American Baptist Association: 1,800 congregations, 275,000 

members[14]
19. Baptist Missionary Association of America: 1,300 congregations, 

235,000 members[14]
20. Interstate & Foreign Landmark Missionary Baptist Association
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• Independent (non-aligned) Baptist churches
21. Baptist Bible Fellowship International: 3,400 congregations, 1.4 

million members
22. Independent Baptist Fellowship International: 540 congregations[14]
23. South wide Baptist Fellowship: 900 congregations[14]
24. The Spiritual Baptist Archdiocese of New York, Inc.
25. World Baptist Fellowship: 900 congregations [2]
• There are numerous smaller bodies, some recently organized and 

others with long histories, such as the 
26. Calvinistic Baptists. 
27. General Baptists. 
28. Primitive Baptists. 
29. Old Regulars. 
30. Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists.
31. Independent Baptists.
32. Pentecostal Free Will Baptist. 
• There are also Baptists operating independently or in independent 

congregations outside any denomination.



Baptism According to Jesus!

• Baptism is a “Bible” Doctrine, Not Just a “Baptist” Doctrine.
• Jesus “commenced” His three and a half year ministry by 

being baptized. Notice: (Mk. 1:9) “In those days Jesus came 
from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.” Notice also V. 10 “Immediately coming up out of 
the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like 
a dove descending upon Him; 

• Jesus “Concluded” His Ministry by commanding baptism-
“The Great Commission.” Notice: (Matt. 28:19-20)                   
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.”
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Baptism According to Jesus!
Cont.

• Jesus was “fully immersed,” again V. 10 “coming up out 
of the water.” There is NO biblical account of 
“Sprinkling, or Pouring.” There is only one kind of water 
baptism taught in the Bible= Immersion!

• Jesus was not “inconvenienced” by the long journey of 
about sixty miles to be baptized. The bible says He came 
from Nazareth of Galilee to where John was in the 
Jordan. 

• Why was John at this particular location? Notice: (Jn. 
3:23) “John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, 
because there was much water there; and people were 
coming and were being baptized—” “Immersion.” 19



Why was Jesus Baptized?

• Notice: (Matt. 3:13-15) “Then Jesus arrived from Galilee 
at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him.  14
But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be 
baptized by You, and do You come to me?”  15 But Jesus 
answering said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this 
way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
permitted Him.” 

• It is not difficult to understand John’s concern. His (John’s) 
baptism was for confession of sin and repentance (Matt. 
3:2, 6, 11), of which he himself needed; but Jesus had no 
sins to confess or be forgiven of. John’s baptism was for 
those who turned from their sin and thereby became fit 
for the arrival of the great King. Why, then, would the 
sinless King Himself want to be baptized?
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Views That Are 

Unscriptural!
• Why did Jesus, want to submit Himself to an act that testified to 

confession and repentance of sin? 
1. Some interpreters suggest that He intended His baptism to be a 

sort of initiatory rite for His high priesthood, reflecting the 
ceremony which prepared the Old Testament priests for their 
ministry. 

2. Others suggest that Jesus wanted to identify Himself with the 
Gentiles, who were initiated into Judaism as proselytes by the act 
of baptism. 

3. Still others take Jesus’ baptism to be His recognition and 
endorsement of John’s authority, His accrediting of John as a true 
prophet of God and the genuine forerunner of His own ministry. 

4. A fourth view is that the Lord intended to be baptized vicariously 
for the sins of mankind, making His baptism, along with His 
atoning death on the cross, a part of His sin-bearing, redemptive 
work. 21



Jesus Tells Us WHY?

• Jesus Himself explains to John His reason for wanting to be 
baptized. In His first recorded words since the age of 
twelve, when He told His parents, “Did you not know that I 
had to be in My Father’s house?”(Lk. 2:49), Notice what 
Jesus said to John in, (Matt. 3:15) “Permit it at this time; for 
in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
These are words of royal dignity and humility.

• Jesus assured the prophet that “in this way it is fitting,” 
and went on to explain to John that His baptism was 
important for both of their ministries, “for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” For God’s plan to be perfectly fulfilled, it 
was necessary for Jesus to be baptized and to be baptized 
specifically by John.
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• There are at least 3 Biblical reasons for His 
baptism. 

1. One reason Jesus submitted to baptism was to give an 
“example of obedience” to His followers. Notice:       
(Lk. 20:25) “And He said to them, “Then render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” Also: (Matt. 17:25-27)

2. Jesus came into the world to “identify with men;” and 
to identify with men is to identify with sin. He could not 
purchase righteousness for mankind if He did not 
identify with mankind’s sin. Hundreds of years before 
Christ’s coming, Isaiah had declared that the Messiah 
“was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself 
bore the sin of many, and interceded for the 
transgressors”(Isa. 53:12).
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This was the first act of His ministry, the first step in the 
redemptive plan that He came to fulfill. He who had no sin took 
His place among those who had no righteousness. He who was 
without sin submitted to a baptism for sinners. In this act the 
Savior of the world took His place among the sinners of the world. 
The sinless Friend of sinners was sent by the Father “in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin 
in the flesh” (Rom. 8:3); and He “made Him who knew no sin to be 
sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God 
in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

Notice: (Isa. 53:11). “As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will 
see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My 
Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities.”  
There was no other way to “fulfill all righteousness.”  Again,
(Matt. 3:15)
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3. Jesus’ baptism was also a “symbol of His death and 
resurrection, and therefore a prefigurement of 
Christian/Believer’s baptism.” Jesus made only two 
other references to personal baptism, and each related 
to His death. Not long before His final trip to Jerusalem 
He told His disciples, “I have a baptism to undergo, and 
how distressed I am until it is accomplished!”                     
(Lk. 12:50). 

On the other occasion He was responding to the request by 
James and John that they be given the top positions in His 
heavenly kingdom. “You do not know what you are asking 
for. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be 
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”
(Mark 10:38). Jesus’ supreme identification with sinners 
was His taking their sin upon Himself, which He did at 
Calvary.
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Though John, having been given such a brief explanation, 
could not possibly have comprehended the full meaning of 
Jesus’ baptism, he accepted His Lord’s word and obeyed. 
“Then he permitted Him.”



The Meaning of Baptism.
1. Baptism pictures The Saving Work of Jesus Christ.
• Notice: (Rom. 6:4-7) “Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism 

into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5 For if we have become united 
with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of 
His resurrection,  6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in 
order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer 
be slaves to sin;  7 for he who has died is freed from sin.”

• This passage is saying that baptism is the picture of  “Calvary.” The death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and our death, burial, and resurrection with 
Him. (Jesus) 

A. Death, and Burial: The baptistery becomes a liquid tomb, and your at a funeral
service. Your sin is buried in the “Grave of forgetfulness.”

B. Resurrected Life:  Baptism not only represents a resurrected new life, but it 
pictures ultimate “glorification” with Jesus as well. Your also at a celebration
service, because it also pictures Easter, Pentecost, and the Second Coming! 

2. Baptism is a Clear Picture of The Gospel.
• Notice: (1 Cor. 15:3-4) “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 and that He 
was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,” 

27
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3. Baptism Comes AFTER Salvation, Not Before.
• This is why it’s called “Believers baptism.”                                          

Notice: (Acts. 2:41) “So then, those who had received his word were 
baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.”

• Notice: (Acts. 10:46-47) “For they were hearing them speaking with 
tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,  47 “Surely no one can 
refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we did, can he?”

• Notice: (Acts. 16:31-33) “They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.”  32 And they spoke the word of 
the Lord to him together with all who were in his house.  33 And he took 
them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and 
immediately he was baptized, he and all his household. (Philippian 
Jailer)

• Notice: (Acts. 18:8) “Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in 
the Lord with all his household, and many of the Corinthians when they 
heard were believing and being baptized.”



29

4. Baptism is NOT “Baptismal Regeneration.”

“baptismal regeneration”–the view that teaches that one is saved 
regenerated) though water baptism.

• Notice (1 Pet 3:21) “…who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept 
waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. Corresponding to 
that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an 
appeal to God for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”

• “Baptism” (from baptizō) simply means “to immerse,” and not just in water.
Peter here uses baptism to refer to a figurative immersion into Christ as the “ark 
of safety” that will sail over the holocaust of judgment on the wicked. 

• Noah and his family were immersed not just in water, but in the world under 
divine judgment. All the while they were protected by being in the ark. God 
preserved them in the midst of His judgment, which is what he also does for all 
those who trust in Christ. 

• God’s final judgment will bring fire and fury on the world, destroying the entire 
universe (2 Pet. 3:10-12); but the people of God will be protected and taken into 
the eternal new heavens and new earth (2 Pet. 3:13).
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• Peter made clear that he did not want readers to think he was referring 
to water baptism when he specifically said “not the removal of dirt 
from the flesh” (1 Pet. 3:21). Peter was actually referring to a spiritual 
reality when he wrote “baptism now saves” is also clear from the 
phrase, “an appeal to God for a good conscience—through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ” (v. 21). 

• The word “appeal” has the idea of a pledge, agreeing to certain 
conditions of a covenant (The New Covenant) with God. What saves a 
person plagued by sin and a guilty conscience is not some external rite, 
but the agreement with God to get in the “ark of safety,” The Lord 
Jesus, by faith in His death and resurrection. (Rom. 10:9) Heb. 9:14, 
10:22)

• The only baptism that saves people is dry—the spiritual one saves into 
the death as well as the resurrection of Christ—of those who appeal to 
God to place them into the spiritual ark of salvation safety.               
Notice: (Rom. 10:9-10). “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved;  10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in 
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 

• Just as the Flood immersed all people in the judgment of God, yet some 
passed through safely, (Noah and Family) so also his final judgment will 
involve everyone, but those who are in Christ will pass through 
securely. 
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• The experience of Noah’s family in the Flood is also analogous
to the experience of everyone who receives salvation. Just as 
they died to their previous world when they entered the ark 
and subsequently experienced a resurrection of sorts when 
they exited the ark to a new post-Flood world, so all Christians 
die to their old world when they enter the body of Christ. 
(Rom. 7:4-6); (Gal. 2:19-20); (Eph. 4:20-24). 

• They subsequently enjoy newness of life that culminates one 
day with the resurrection to eternal life. . . .

• Therefore, God provides salvation because a sinner, by faith, is 
immersed into Christ’s death and resurrection and becomes 
His own through that spiritual union. Salvation does not 
occur by means of any rite, including water baptism.

• There are no shortcuts or religious rituals that can achieve 
salvation—in fact, it’s not a product of human works at all. As 
Paul writes in his letter to the Ephesians, “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one 
may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).



Baptism of The Holy Spirit.
(Acts 2:1-4)

• We begin our study in Acts chapter one, with the “preparation” for the 
birth of the church. In Acts chap. 2, we will see the “birth” of the church.

1. Chap. 2 we see it born.  
2. Chap. 1, the disciples were waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
3. Chap. 2, He comes. 
4. Chap. 1, they were anticipating the church being born.  
5. Chap. 2, it is born.  
6. Chap. 1, the disciples were equipped.  
7. Chap. 2, they are empowered. In 
8. Chap. 1, the believers are held back.  
9. Chapter 2, they are sent forth. 
• So Chapter 2 then is a very important passage. In Chapter 2, (Acts 1-8) is 

fulfilled . “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My witnesses…” This promise of Jesus comes 
to pass in the beginning of Chapter 2. The church is born and moves out in 
testimony in Chapter 2.

32
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• Notice: (Acts. 2:1-4) “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place.  2 And suddenly there came from heaven a 
noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where 
they were sitting.  3 And there appeared to them tongues as of fire 
distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  4 And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.” 

• Now this is a tremendous transitional passage. This is the greatest 
change that has occurred in all of the Scriptures. "For it is the end of the 
old age and the birth of the new age." The great crux of God's 
redemptive history is right here. The death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ issues itself in the sending of the Spirit and the birth of the new 
age, the age of the Spirit. 

1. In the old age, the Spirit was with you. 
2. In the new age He is in you. 
3. In the old age, men served God out of fear of consequences under law. 
4. In the new age, men served God out of love for Jesus Christ energized 

by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It's a new economy altogether.
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• There is NO way that we can possibly comprehend the 
change that is taking place here. Only God, Himself, can 
define this fantastic feat.

• Notice: the definition of this change is found in (Jn. 7:37-
39.) “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him 
come to Me and drink.  38 “He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of 
living water.’ ”  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit 
was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” 

• In God's redemptive history, the Spirit age couldn't 
happen until Jesus ascended and was glorified in heaven. 
So in the great flow of history, Jesus must return to the 
Father before the Spirit can be sent. And that's exactly 
where we find ourselves in (Acts. 2) 

• The closing of Chap. 1 is the ascension of Jesus Christ, the 
beginning of Chap. 2 is the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
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• This is a new dispensation. A new thing is born and you and I are a part 
of it by faith in Jesus Christ.

• This whole new age is called the church, the word “church” is from 
Ecclesia, meaning “called out ones.”

• This is something Paul calls a “Mystery,” it was something hidden
throughout the O. T. The (O.T. saints) never saw the church. 

• This is a bride of Christ, the N. T. says. 
• These are branches for the vine Jesus Christ, says John. 
• This is a flock for Jesus, the good shepherd. 
• This is a mystery kingdom ruled by the Son of God. 
• This is a household, a family of sons by adoption. 
• This is a building says Paul, a spiritual temple with Jesus Christ as the 

foundation. 
• This is a body, His body.
• The most unique metaphor in defining the church is a human body. It is 

fitly joined together so that everything functions in harmony, so the 
church is brought together in union with Jesus Christ and with each other 
by the Holy Spirit. 

• Body one, Jesus Christ incarnate on earth- “Flesh.”
• Body two, Jesus Christ incarnate in His church. Not one body, but a 

multiplicity of bodies in whom Jesus lives- “Spiritual.”
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• I’m describing to you the “true” church, those who know Christ by 
personal faith. We all possess the Holy Spirit. He lives in us. That's the 
character of the age you see. 

• There are people today who would tell you that there are some Christians 
who don't have the Holy Spirit. These folks do not understand the 
dispensation of the church at all. They don't understand what the 
character of the church is. It is a body of believers all indwelt by the 
Spirit. It can't be anything less than that.

• That's why in Rom. 8:9 Paul said, “…But if anyone does not have the 
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him." So every believer possesses 
the Spirit. Here are just a few blessings received from the Holy Spirit. 

1. He gives Instruction/Wisdom.
2. He gives Power. 
3. He gives Comfort/Pease.
4. He gives Security. 
5. He gives a Guarantee of our Inheritance. 
• The Spirit is in every “True” believer. Now, our Lord promised that this 

would happen and it happens here in Acts 2. The church is born and from 
then on every believer at the point of faith in Christ receives the Holy 
Spirit. And this is why we believe that to be true.
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• Now the Bible calls this the “baptism of the Holy Spirit.” Jesus, 
Himself, gave it that title. Notice: (Acts 1:5) "for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” 

• There is no doubt what Jesus was talking about when He said, 
“not many days from now.” He was talking about what would 
happen at Pentecost, which was 10 days later. Jesus said, "You 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

• They were baptized with the Holy Spirit. Jesus had promised 
that the character of the church would be such that those who 
were in the church would be indwelt by the Spirit. He shall be 
in you and that they would be...this was called baptized in the 
Spirit. And we'll take this apart in a moment. 

• There are three things that I want us to learn from:                  
(Acts. 2:1-13)

I. The Evidence of the Spirit's coming.  
II. The Effect of the Spirit's coming. 
III. The Explanation of the Spirit's coming.



I. The Evidence of The Spirit’s 

Coming.
• The evidence of the Spirit's coming is found in (Acts. 2:1-4) “When the 

day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  2 And 
suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, 
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  3 And there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they 
rested on each one of them.  4 And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving 
them utterance.”

• Now keep in mind this is the introduction of a new age. This is the birth 
of the church, the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus that you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit. Also the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus 
that the Spirit will be in you. Both occurring simultaneously at salvation 
from here on, but obviously couldn't occur at salvation here because 
these people were already believers and it was the birth of the church in 
a unique historical sense.

• To say that you get the Holy Spirit later, after salvation because the 
apostles did is to misunderstand the redemptive history of God. The 
Spirit came here because this was the time for the Spirit to come. And 
there had to be a beginning. It is not to say that this is the example of 
every Christian who then gets the Spirit X number of years after his 
salvation. Absolutely NOT!. 38
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• There are two types of prophecy we need to understand.                                                
One is verbally predictive, The other is typically predictive. 

1. Verbal prophecies, or word prophecies: Here’s what it looks like; “a 
virgin shall conceive and bring forth a son.” That's a word prophecy. 

2. Typical prophecy: is a “Type,” or a “Picture.” The Passover Lamb, 
which typically predicts a final Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ, in a 
picture sense.  Another typical prophecy would be, for example, “the 
blood on the door posts in the middle.” A picture of the blood of 
Christ which satisfies the requirements of God and stays the hand of 
the angel of death. 

• So there are both verbal prophecies and picture prophecies that we 
call types in the Bible. These picture prophecies are no less strategic 
than the verbal ones and they better come true with just the same 
accuracy or the Bible really has problems. 

• When God predicts something whether He predicts in verbal
statement or by perfect picture, it better come true. And so when we 
come to the day of Pentecost, this is a fantastic fulfillment of a 
predictive type. And it must happen on the day of Pentecost or it 
blows the whole thing in terms of what God prophesied through 
pictures.
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• Notice: Verse 1, "And when the day of Pentecost was fully 
come, they were all with one accord in one place." Ten 
days later and they're still with one accord, what an 
awesome thing. The historical designation is extremely 
important here, and it's important for many reasons. Note 
that it does not say when the disciples had prayed or when
the disciples had tarried or when the disciples had fulfilled 
some spiritual requirements or when the disciples had paid 
the price of Pentecost then this occasion occurred. It 
doesn't say that at all. It says it happened “when” the day 
of Pentecost was fully come.

• Luke is pointing to the history and the divine timing of 
God. This happens when God wants it to happen, not in 
response to anybody's spiritual activity no matter how 
spiritual it may be. Now, I want you to look at the concept 
of Pentecost because this is a basis for which all the 
interpretation hinges. 
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• The Word Pentecost, a Greek word, signifies fiftieth, or fiftieth in order, or 
fiftieth part of a thing.

• The Feast of Pentecost: This is fourth feast instituted in (Lev. 23) It’s an 
important feast. It's called Tu B'Shevat in Exodus, which is the “feast of harvest.” 
It's called Shavu'ot, which may be the most famous name which means the 
“feast of weeks;” or it's called Yom HaBikurim, which means the “day of the first 
fruits.” Modern Judaism refers to it by “Shavuot” meaning “Latter first fruits.” 
But all three titles using Exodus and Numbers mean the same thing. And it 
refers to this Pentecost feast.

I. Pentecost  “The Pronouncement”: is a major festival marking 
the end of the “barley” harvest, and the beginning of the “Wheat” harvest. It 
is the only festival for which no specific “date” was given. The Hebrews were 
simply instructed to count “seven weeks.” Notice Verse (15) “You shall also 
count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath, from the day when you 
brought in the sheaf of the wave offering; there shall be seven complete 
Sabbaths.” This holiday occurs in the month of “Sivan” (May or June). It 
concludes the wheat growing season and the spring holidays.
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1. Now the feast of Pentecost celebrates or commemorates     
“the first fruits of the wheat harvest.”

2. It also commemorates “the giving of the mosaic law.” 
Why,? because they believe that after the Exodus it was 
about 50 days till the coming of the law (Torah) that God 
gave on Mt. Sinai. And the Passover, you remember was 
celebrated at the time of the exodus because that's when 
the angel passed over right before the exodus. So they 
measured some 50 days to the giving of the law and they 
used Pentecost then to celebrate not only the “first fruits 
of wheat,” but they used Pentecost to celebrate also, and 
they still do even today “Pentecost -Sunday” “Latter first 
fruits” which is exactly 50 days after the 17th of Nisan.

• According to some rabbis, Passover freed the nation of 
Israel from “physical” bondage, but the giving of the law 
(Torah) on Pentecost some 3,000 years ago freed Israel 
from “spiritual” bondage to idolatry and immorality. Now, 
keep this in mind, the Spirit's coming on the day of 
Pentecost then is a matter of divine chronology. 
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II. Pentecost “The Practice”: The feast of Pentecost(Feast 
of weeks, or Shavuot) is one of three times that all 
young Jewish men are required each year to appear 
before the Lord. This type of feast is called a “Pilgrim 
Feast” (Deut. 16:16). The reason for such a pilgrimage 
was to enable the men to present a wave offering unto 
the Lord. 

• The Pentecost offering consisted of:

1. Two loaves of baked bread “with leaven” Vv. 15-17.

2. Seven male lambs.

3. One young bull.

4. Two rams to be offered as a burnt offering. V. 18

5. One male goat was to be offered as a sin 
offering. V. 19
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• During the second temple era, Israelites would sleep all night in the 
streets in order to prevent being exposed to any impurities within the 
house. Early the next morning an overseer would walk among the 
people shouting “Get up, let us rise and go unto the house of Zion, to 
the house of the Lord our God!”

• Then they would carry fresh fruit pomegranates, dates, and grapes. 
Others in the rear of the procession would carry dried figs, fruits, and 
raisins. Only the best fruits were chosen for these offerings. An ox (Bull) 
offering was placed at the front of the procession. It was a sight to 
behold as it’s horns were overlaid with gold, and an olive branch and 
crown was placed upon it’s head. Each family carried two wave-sheaf 
loaves made with the finest flour.

• The “wave” offerings reflected Israel’s thankfulness and dependence 
upon the Lord of the harvest. It was a form of worship for daily bread, 
even as God supplied them “Manna” in the wilderness after the 
crossing of the Red Sea during the exodus from Egypt.
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• Judaism emphasizes the link between “Passover” and “Pentecost” by the “wave-sheaf” 
offerings of Firstfruits and Pentecost.

1. On Firstfruits: a sheaf of barley is waved before the Lord.
2. On Pentecost: two loaves are baked and waved before the Lord to reveal the bounty of 

the Lord’s supply.
• Before sunset on Shavuot, in the tradition of Passover, the women of the household are 

lighting candles that commence the observance, and a blessing is recited. Then they will 
bake two loaves of bread in accordance with God’s command. 

• Notice V. 17 “You shall bring in from your dwelling places two loaves of bread for a wave 
offering, made of two-tenths of an ephah; they shall be of a fine flour, baked with leaven 
as first fruits to the LORD.”

• This being a “High Sabbath Day” No work is to be done except what is necessary to 
celebrate the feast.

• They have also adopted the custom of eating at least one “Dairy meal” during the week 
long celebration. This is a reminder of God’s promise to their ancestors of a “Land flowing 
with milk and honey.” Some Jewish homes even display dishes full of Bit-O-Honey candy.

• On Pentecost it is customary to teach children to memorize the “Commandments” in 
accordance with (Deut. 6:1-2; 7) “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the 
judgments which the LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, that you might 
do them in the land where you are going over to possess it,  2 so that you and your son 
and your grandson might fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His 
commandments which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may 
be prolonged.” also V. 7 “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down 
and when you rise up. 
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III. Pentecost “The Prophecy”:                                                                                     

The Feast of Pentecost is replete with Messianic significance. 
Remember, it not only memorializes the giving of the law 
written on tablets of stone at Mt. Sinai, but it also 
commemorates the day on which God wrote His law in the 
hearts of believers- “The Day of Pentecost.” Here’s a brief 
comparison of the two Pentecost's.

First Pentecost:                          Day of Pentecost:
• The Commandments were given.           The Holy Spirit was given.

• Fifty days after crossing the Red Sea.     Fifty days after the resurrection of the Messiah

• Law written on tablets of stone.              Law written on fleshly tables of hearts.

• There were 3,000 people slain.               There were 3,000 souls saved.

• The letter of the law.                                 The Spirit of the law.
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1. Jesus prophesied, and the Father promised that the Holy Spirit was 
coming. 

• Jesus foretold His disciples of His impending death. He emphasized the 
necessity of His departure in order that they receive from the Father the 
“Comforter” (Holy-Spirit), who would instruct them in all things. So the 
disciples were to remain in Jerusalem and wait for the promise of the 
Father (Acts. 1:4).                      

• Notice (Jn. 14:26) “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to.” 

• The “Comforter” came on Pentecost, and He empowered the believers. On 
that great day 3,000 souls were saved. 

2. Jesus Christ is called the “First-fruits of them which slept.” 
• Notice what the Apostle Paul said in (1Cor. 15:20) “But now Christ has 

been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.” 
Because of Christ’s resurrection, all who receive Him by GRACE through 
FAITH are “spiritually resurrected” at conversion. Since Pentecost, all 
believers are baptized into one body with Jesus Christ as Head of that body, 
the Church.

3. The Feast of Pentecost was one of three annual “Pilgrimage” feasts.               
It was a time when thousands of Jews made their way to the Holy City of 
God. Luke mentions this truth. Notice: (Acts. 1:4) “Now there were Jews 
living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation under heaven.” 
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4. Tongues a Sign to The Unbelievers:                                            
After the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, it didn’t take 
long for those in Jerusalem to hear the uneducated, ignorant 
Galilean fisherman preaching in languages from all around the 
world. (Acts. 2:5-12). The crowds were amazed, and asked, 
“…What does this mean?” (Acts. 2:12)                                        
The answer is found in (1Cor. 14:20-25) “Brethren, do not be 
children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your 
thinking be mature. 21 In the Law it is written, “BY MEN OF 
STRANGE TONGUES AND BY THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL 
SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LISTEN 
TO ME,” says the Lord.  22 So then tongues are for a sign, not 
to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is for a 
sign, not to unbelievers but to those who believe.  23 Therefore 
if the whole church assembles together and all speak in 
tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not 
say that you are mad? 24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever 
or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to 
account by all; 25 the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so 
he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is 
certainly among you.”
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• If you never learn anything else about tongues, you should know this.  
“Tongues are for a sign, not to them,” what?  “That believe.”  
That statement, in and of itself, should challenge any current so-called 
tongues to task. It couldn’t be any more simple.                                            
“It is to them that believe not.”

• There are three principles you should learn about the purpose of 
tongues. 

1. It’s a sign of cursing, 
2. It’s a sign of blessing.
3. It’s a sign of authority.  

I. A sign of cursing.  
• This is the primary thing. Let’s look at verse 21 again. “In the law,” and 

the law does not always refer to the Pentateuch. It frequently refers to 
the whole O.T., so he’s saying, “In the Old Testament, it is written,” and 
then he goes on to quote (Isa. 28:11-12), “With men of other tongues 
and other lips will I speak to this people,’ and this people refers to Israel 
in the text here, ‘and yet for all that will they not hear me,’ says the 
Lord.” 

• Notice this: It says in verse 22, “Tongues are for a sign,” not for believing
people, but UNBELIEVING people. 
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• When Paul quotes V.21 “BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY 
THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO 
THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME,” he is saying, “Look, just as when 
Isaiah said it (Isa. 28:11-12), just as when Moses said it 
(Deut. 28:49), just as when Jeremiah said it (Jer. 5:15), 
those languages are a sign to the unbeliever that God is 
about to act in judgment.” 

• You may be thinking, “Well, what did it mean in this 
generation in which Paul lived?” Well, when they began to 
speak those languages on the Day of Pentecost, every Jew 
should have known that the judgment of God was 
eminent. 

• Truth is, it was about 30 years later (A.D. 70) when the 
Roman Emperor came in and wiped out Jerusalem and 
with it, Judaism as such.  

• The sacrificial system ended and it’s never been restored.  
They should have known the judgment of God was going to 
fall.



51

• If the judgment of God fell on the unbelief and apostasy of 
the northern kingdom in 722 B.C. (The Assyrians), if the 
judgment of God fell on the unbelief and apostasy of the 
southern kingdom in 586 B.C. (The Babylonians), then you 
better believe, it will fall on a nation that turns its back on 
and crucifies its own Messiah.  And it did. 

• Once the destruction of Jerusalem came in 70 A.D., the 
whole purpose for the gift of languages ceased.  That’s what 
the text says; It never was intended to be something for a 
Christian.  It’s for one who doesn't believe.  Which one?  A 
Jew, one of this people that they might know God is acting 
in judgment.

• Jesus said, in (Luke 13:35), “Behold, your house is left to 
you desolate.” And then in chapter 21:20, He carried it a 
step further.  He said… “And when you shall see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then you know that its desolation 
is near.” And verse 24, “They shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and be led away captive into all nations; and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles.”
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• All through the ministry of the apostles, judgment was 
coming on Israel.  Jesus preached it, and the sign of languages 
again showed it. This is why Paul refers to Isaiah 28, even in 
spite of that, he says, at the end of verse 21, they wouldn’t 
listen!

• This purpose can be traced and be seen to be true in the book 
of Acts.  In Acts Ch. 2, “Many unbelieving Jewish people were 
present.” And later on, when you have another incident of 
speaking in tongues on the occasion of, perhaps, chapter 8,
chapter 10, chapter 19, even though in each case, those 
people become believers. 

• The occurrence of this same phenomenon becomes a 
reinforcement of the reality to the Jews who saw and would 
tell their countrymen what had happened.  Because in Acts 8, 
Acts 10, Acts 19, where tongues occurred, there were always 
believing Jews present who would come back and report that 
they had seen the same thing.  So it was not only to link those 
new elements of the church with the Pentecost occasion and 
with the Jews there, but it was also to reinforce to the Jewish 
nation that indeed, God was going to judge. 
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• So first of all, it’s a sign of cursing.  And It’s also a sign of 
blessing.  This is a residual benefit of number one. 
“Cause/Effect.”  Number one is the primary purpose for 
this gift, cursing.  The tongues of Pentecost were saying,  

1. God is not going to any longer work through one nation.

2. God is not any longer going to speak just one language.

3. God is not any longer going to favor one people.  

4. God is going to go to the world, and through the world to 
build His “church.”  The Kingdom for all nations. 

• The very fact that they spoke in all those languages was 
God’s way of saying, “It’s all over for the uniqueness of 
Israel, and I’m going to speak in the world’s languages 
and build that church that’s hidden in the Old 
Testament.”  So tongues speak primarily as a sign of a 
curse on Israel.  
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II. Tongues was also a sign of “Blessing.”
• This also speaks of the blessing that’s going to come to the 

whole world; because as Christ turned away from a rebellious 
people, He opened His arms to the world. So it becomes a sign 
of blessing, residually. It’s like (Rom. 11:12), where Paul says, 
“The fall of them is become the riches of the world.” Jerusalem 
destroyed, Israel set aside; and yet, in their setting aside, we 
became beneficiaries – but how? – because God reaches out to 
us. The “Gentiles.”

• So God’s New Testament apostles and God’s New Testament 
prophets (those that succeeded the Apostles) suddenly burst 
out spontaneously declaring the wonderful works of God in 
every language. 

• Acts 2 is an unmistakable sign that a transition had come; a 
curse on one hand, but then a blessing on another hand; 
because even Jews could still come, couldn’t they? Three 
thousand did on the day of Pentecost. So, in a sense, while 
being a judicial sign of a curse, residually it’s also a sign of 
blessing.
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III. Tongues was a sign of “Authority.”
• Who were the great messengers who preached this transition? 

Who were the men of God who spoke of the curse and the 
judgment? Who were the men of God who spoke of the blessing 
to come to all nations? They were none other than the apostles 
and the prophets; and it was to them that God gave the ability 
to speak these languages as an authenticating, validating sign 
that what they were saying was indeed the truth.

• To the Jewish mind, it would be so shocking and so shattering, so 
incomprehensible, that God would change this way, that there 
must be reinforcement that what they were saying was true. 
And so God gave them the ability to speak these languages. 

• Paul says, in (1 Cor.14:18), “I thank God, I speak in tongues 
(languages) more than you all.” As an apostle, this was an 
authenticating sign, such as the other sign gifts that he had. He 
even says, in (2 Cor. 12:12) that, I had all the signs of an apostle, 
“The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with 
all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles. ” So it was 
a sign of authority to those who preached the message of 
transition.
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• This is the ABC of the purpose of tongues: C – cursing, B –
blessing, A – authority. That’s it, folks. You don’t see 
private devotions there. You don’t see evangelism there. It’s 
just very unique purpose. And, you see, once the event 
came, the destruction of Jerusalem, the transition was 
made and the church was born; the sign was no longer 
necessary.

• There are Seven feasts mentioned in Lev. Three of which
are direct pictures of the work of Jesus Christ.

1. The feast of Passover: (Lev. 23:5) 
2. The feast of Unleavened Bread: (Lev. 23:6)
3. The feast of First Fruits: (Lev. 23:9-15) These first three 

are “spring” holidays.
4. The Feast of Pentecost: (Lev. 23:15)
5. The feasts of Trumpets: (Lev. 23:23-25)
6. The Day of Atonement: (Lev. 23:26-32)
7. The feast of Tabernacles: (Lev. 23:33-44)
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• The first feast of Leviticus 23 is Known as the “Feast of Passover”: 
God is telling them to keep the Passover. Now you remember the Passover? They 
were in Egypt in bondage, the Lord was going to at the end of the plagues, kill all 
the first born and so He said if you want to escape the killing of the first born, you 
kill the Passover Lamb, take the blood, put it on the door posts in the middle, side 
and the middle, and the angel will Passover. And so the Israelites knew that God 
had passed by them and saved them because of the blood. And that was a perfect 
picture of Jesus Christ, whose blood shed for us and God sees us in view of the 
blood of Christ who passes by. And so the Passover feast pictured the death of 
Jesus Christ. 

• On what day did Jesus die? On what feast day? Passover, right on the day. You 
see, that prophecy not only was a picture of Jesus Christ, it was an accurate 
indication of what was going to happen on Passover that He would actually die on 
a Passover as a Passover Lamb. 

• On the 14th of Nisan, which is in the spring which is equivalent to some time in 
our April or late March, comes Passover. And it was on such a Passover that Jesus 
died as the perfect Passover Lamb. You see God's timetable was right on.
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• The Second major feast is called: the “feast of the first fruits.” This feast was on 
the next day after the Sabbath, after the Passover. Now the next...the Sabbath is 
on what day? Saturday. What would the next day be? Sunday. So that the feast 
of first fruits then would be on the Sunday right after Passover. Now the first 
fruits was interesting, because the first fruits was a “barley first fruits.” 

• I'll give you a second handed farmer's eye view of first fruits, because I don't 
know anything about it. But anyway, the farmer looks at his field, all right. He 
wants to determine if he's got a good crop. Now, he wants to know so he does 
what is commonly done by farmers, he examines the first fruits. He goes to 
sections, not the whole field, but a section there and there, he gets a section 
from every area of the field and pulls some of it out and he brings it all together 
and looks at it and if it all looks good, he says the whole crop is guaranteed to be 
good by the first fruits.

• And so this feast was for them to go gather the pieces of barley, which evidently 
matured soon and get the barley and examine it and therefore praise God for 
what God was going to do when he brought the full harvest. It was a good lesson 
for trust. But they were gathered the first fruits of barley and that would be the 
guarantee of a good crop. Now my friends, that is a very, very accurate picture 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus even said Himself, "except a corn of 
wheat fallen to the ground and die, it abideth alone, but if it goes into the 
ground and dies, it comes forth and it really not only gives life to itself, but to 
others." It produces seed, produces fruit.


