
#4   What Happens

When A Christian Sins?

1



Can YOU be blotted out ?
• “He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not 

erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before 
My Father and before His angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.” (Rev. 3:5–6)

• Christ described the rewards awaiting those who are true Christians. 
They, will be clothed in white garments. In the ancient world, white 
garments were also worn for festive occasions such as weddings. True 
Christians will wear theirs at the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7–
9). White robes were also worn by those celebrating victory in battle; all 
true Christians are victorious through Christ over sin, death, and Satan.  
But, primarily believers’ white garments represent purity and holiness. 
Christ promises to clothe Christians in the brilliance of eternal purity and 
holiness.

• Christ further promises every true Christian: (Rev. 3:5) “He will not erase 
his name from the book of life, but will confess his name before the 
Father and before His angels.” Incredibly, although the text says just the 
opposite, some people assume that this verse teaches that a Christian’s 
name can be erased from the book of life. They thus foolishly turn a 
promise into a threat.
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• NOTICE: (Ex. 32:33), “The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, 
I will blot him out of My book.”  it is argued by some, who supports the idea that 
God may remove someone’s name from the Book of Life. In this passage the Lord 
tells Moses that “whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.” 
There is no contradiction, however, between that passage and Christ’s promise 
in (Rev.  3:5). 

• The book referred to in (Ex. 32:33) is not the Book of Life described here, in (Phil. 
4:3), “And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with 
me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose 
names are in the Book of Life,”  and later in Revelation (13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 
21:27). Instead, it refers to the book of the living, the record of those who are 
alive (cf. Ps. 69:28). The threat, then, is not eternal damnation, but physical 
death.

• In John’s day, rulers kept a register of the citizens of a city. If someone died, or 
committed a serious crime, their name was erased from that register. Christ, the 
King of heaven, promises never to erase a true Christian’s name from the roll of 
those whose names were “written from the foundation of the world in the book 
of life of the Lamb who has been slain” (Rev. 13:8).

• The truth is, Christ will confess every believer’s name before God the Father and 
before His angels. He will affirm that they belong to Him. Here Christ reaffirmed 
the promise He made during His earthly ministry: “Everyone who confesses Me 
before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 
10:32).



What Does Sin Do

To The Believer?

1. Sin Dirties The Soul: “Wash me; Cleanse Me.” (Psa. 51:2) “Wash 
me thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me from my sin.”

2. Sin Dominates The Mind: David’s sin was etched upon his 
conscience “all” the time. (V. 3) “For I know my transgressions, And 
my sin is ever before me.”

3. Sin Disgraces The Lord: David Saw Sin For What It Was, He Sinned 

Against God! (V. 4) “Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what 
is evil in Your sight,”

4. Sin Depresses The Heart: David’s sin had cost him his “JOY.”         

(Vv. 8-12) “Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You 
have broken rejoice;” Notice: (V:12) “Restore to me the joy of Your 
salvation And sustain me with a willing spirit.”
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What Does Sin Do

To The Believer? Cont.

5. Sin Diseases The Body: David felt like God was crushing 
him. (V. 8) “Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones 
which You have broken rejoice.” Remember: (Prov. 17:22) “A 
joyful heart is good medicine, But a broken spirit dries up the 
bones.”

6. Sin Defiles The Spirit: David’s sin created in him a 
NEGETIVE spirit. (V. 10) “Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a steadfast spirit within me.” 

7. Sin Destroys The testimony: David wasn’t filled with the 
SPIRIT, he was filled with SIN. (Vv. 14-15) “Deliver me from 
the guilt of bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation, And 
my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.  (15) O Lord, 
open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.” His 
sin has destroyed his testimony.
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How Can A Believer 

Get Right With God?
1. You Must have Confidence: David knew there was a 

“multitude of mercy.” Notice: (V. 1) “Have mercy upon me, O 
God, according to thy lovingkindness: According unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.”

2. You Must Have Confession: David called it “My Sin.”        
“Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me from my 
sin.  (3) For I know my transgressions, And my sin is ever before 
me.” 

Notice: (Prov. 28:13) “He who conceals his transgressions will not 
prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find 
compassion.” 

This is the principle of (1Jn. 1:9) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”
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How Can A Believer 

Get Right With God? Cont.
3. You Must Have Cleansing: David said in (V. 2) “Wash me.” 

This is speaking of being “outwardly cleansed” because 
sin is defilement. In (V. 7) David said “purge me.” This 
speaks of an “Inward cleansing.” Notice: (Isa. 1:18) 
“….Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white 
as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be 
as wool.” God’s grace is greater than our sin!

4. You Must Be Consecrated: “An idle mind is the devil’s 
workshop.” Vv. (12-15) “…“Then I will teach transgressors 
Your ways, And sinners will be converted to You.. Then my 
tongue will joyfully sing of Your righteousness.  (15) O 
Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Your 
praise….” David was at the wrong place, at the wrong
time, thinking the wrong thing, which led to doing the 
wrong deed!
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