
What Every Christian Ought To Know!

“These things I have written to you who believe in the 
name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you 

have eternal life.” (1 John. 5:13)
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➢You Should have “Rock Ribbed” Assurance of Salvation, 
but What Does It Mean To Be Saved? 
There Are 3 Terms You Need To Know!

➢Regeneration: It is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit by 
which the divine nature and divine life are given. (Jn. 3:3-8; Tit. 3:5). It is 
instantaneous and is accomplished solely by the power of the Holy Spirit 
through the instrumentality of the Word of God (Jn. 5:24), when the 
repentant sinner, as enabled by fruits worthy of repentance as 
demonstrated in righteous attitudes and conduct. Good works will be it’s 
proper evidence and fruit (1 Cor. 6:19,20). This obedience causes the 
believer to be increasingly conformed to the image of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(2 Cor. 3:18). Other words used: “Born again,” “Saved,” “Converted.”    This 
means that every sin past, present, and future has been buried in the grave 

of God’s forgetfulness!               I’M SAVED!
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Regeneration!
• First: (Jn. 3:3–7) “Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (4) Nicodemus 
*said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” (5) Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (6) “That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (7) “Do not be 
amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’

• (Tit. 3:5–6) “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing by the Holy Spirit, (6) whom He poured out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior,”

• Second: (Jn. 5:24) “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and 
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”

• Third: (2 Cor. 3:18) “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory 
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” 
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Sanctification!
➢Sanctification: Every believer is sanctified (set apart) unto 

God by justification (God declares righteous through faith in Christ) and is 
therefore declared to be holy and is therefore identified as a saint. This 
sanctification is positional and instantaneous and should not be confused 
with progressive sanctification. This sanctification has to do with the 
believer’s standing, not his present walk or condition.       (Acts. 20:32)                                                     

▪ Progressive sanctification: The state of the believer is brought closer to 
the likeness of Christ through obedience to the Word of God and the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit. The believer is able to live a life of 
increasing holiness in conformity to the will of God, becoming more and 
more like Christ. (1 Thess. 4:3-7)

▪ In this respect, every saved person is involved in a daily conflict, or battle. 
The new creation in Christ doing battle against the flesh, but adequate 
provision is made for victory through the power of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit. The struggle nevertheless stays with the believer all through this 
earthly life and is never completely ended. Jesus Christ through the Holy 
Spirit comes to live with us to give us peace, power, and purpose!           
(1 Pet. 1:14-17)                   I’M BEING SAVED!
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Sanctification!
• First: (Acts. 20:32) “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, 

which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified.”

• (2 Thess. 2:13) “But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren 
beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.” 

• (1 Cor. 1:30) “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,”

• Second: (1 Thess. 4:3–7) “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, 
that you abstain from sexual immorality; (4) that each of you know how to possess 
his own vessel in sanctification and honor, (5) not in lustful passion, like the 
Gentiles who do not know God; (6) and that no man transgress and defraud his 
brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we 
also told you before and solemnly warned you. (7) For God has not called us for the 
purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.”

• Third: (1 Pet. 1:14–17) “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former 
lusts which were yours in your ignorance, (15) but like the Holy One who called 
you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; (16) because it is written, “YOU
SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” (17) If you address as Father the One who impartially 
judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of 
your stay on earth; “ 5



Glorification!

➢ Glorification: The future and final work of God upon 

Christians where He transforms our mortal physical bodies to the 
eternal physical bodies in which we will dwell forever. Jesus is the first 
resurrected from the dead in a glorified body. He is called the first 
fruits of creation. (1 Cor. 15:20) says, "But now Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep." Since He is 
the first fruits, we will follow. His resurrection is the promise and 
guarantee of our future resurrection. When we die or when Jesus 
comes again, we are going home to heaven to be with Him.
(1 Cor. 15:52) “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed.”

I’M FOREVER SAVED!
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You Will Never Believe In Miracle's 

Until You Become A Miracle!

• Nicodemus: (John. 3:1–7) “Now there was a man of the 
Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; (2) this 
man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we 
know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no 
one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 
(3) Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” (4) Nicodemus *said to Him, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his 
mother’s womb and be born, can he?” (5) Jesus answered, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (6)
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. (7) “Do not be amazed that I said 
to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
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Common Reasons For False 

Professions of Faith!
1. Peer pressure- Many of my friends were getting saved, so I wanted to do 

it too!
2. Expectations of Others- My family and friends wanted (nagged) me to get 

saved, so I joined mainly to please them!
3. Ignorance- When I made my decision, I really didn’t understand the 

Gospel. I didn’t comprehend my total dependence on Christ’s blood and 
His free gift of salvation. Maybe I was still trying to “earn” God’s 
acceptance!

4. Insincere Commitment- When I made my decision there was no real 
sense of conviction or repentance. There was no change in me or 
ownership of my life!

5. Shallow, Man-centered preaching- There was no evangelistic push, only 
sugar-coated “positive, How to preaching!” I joined just because I thought 
it was the right thing to do!

6. Inadequate Decision Counseling- I felt like I was just a number to be 
added to the baptismal record for bragging rights. “Hey we had another 
one get saved.” No body explained the do’s and the don’ts of salvation!

7. Insurance- I want to make sure I’m in “Good hands” so my final resting 
place won’t be hell! 8



Dealing With Doubt

3 Possible Sources!
➢ If you are experiencing doubts about your salvation, there are at least 3 

possible sources!
1. You May Have Been Truly Saved, But Have Since Grown Cold and 

Backslidden. It’s possible you were never discipled or taught how to 
walk daily in the power of God’s Spirit. As a result, there has been little or 
no spiritual growth living in a perpetual state of quenching God’s Spirit. If 
His Spirit is quenched in your life, you will certainly struggle with hearing 
His voice, and feeling His presence. You might be truly saved, but in need 
of the cleansing and filling work of the Holy Spirit!

2. You May Be Saved, But Satan Is Constantly Accusing and Creating 
Doubt. (Rev. 12:10) “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now 
the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has 
been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.”

▪ If Satan can keep you in doubt, your spiritual growth will be stunted and 
your service to Christ limited. You may be saved, but need to learn to stand 
on God’s promises and effectively resist the enemy!
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Dealing With Doubt

3 Possible Sources!
• You Might Just Be One Of  Thousands Of  Lost 

Church Members Who Made A Profession That 
Wasn’t REAL. In most cases this was wholly 
unintentional, you meant well. I don’t think anyone plans 
to make a false profession, but they do so for various 
reasons. Some just want to get out of  trouble/bondage. 
Some have no discernment between conscience, and 
conviction. Peer pressure, and emotions might have played 
a role. 

• (1 John. 2:19) “They went out from us, but they were not 
really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be 
shown that they all are not of us.” 
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Dealing With Your 

Doubt!
➢ Can you know for certain that you are saved? Is it 

ever okay to doubt your salvation? These are difficult 
questions, but both questions can be answered in just one 
verse in the book of 1 John. (1 John. 5:13) “These things I 
have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.” 

• Right away that tells me two things: you can be saved 
and know it, and you can be saved and doubt it. John 
wrote the book of 1 John in order that we may know —
without a doubt — that we have eternal life. And he gave 
us three major tests to deal with that doubt.
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The COMMANDMENT Test

➢The Commandment Test
The first test is found in (1 John. 2:3–5) “By this we know that we have 
come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 The one who says, “I 
have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of 
God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him:”

• A person who says he is saved but doesn't keep the commandments of God 
is lying. I don't care whose church he is a member of, how much theology 
he has in his head, or what kind of experience he has had at an altar; John 
says if he's not keeping the commandments of God, he doesn't know Him. 
He is not talking about sinless perfection, but that the commandments of 
God are to be the standard by which we chart our course.

• There are many people who join a church as if they were joining a country 
club. There's no change and they continue to live the same ungodly lives. 
Those people have no reason whatsoever to think that they are going to 
heaven. If you can sin willfully, knowingly, deliberately, and habitually and 
feel no conviction or remorse; you have no reason to believe you are 
saved. 12



The COMPANION Test

➢

The Companion Test
There's another test found in (1 John. 3:14) “We know that we have 
passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who 
does not love abides in death. Also notice (1 John. 4:20) “If someone 
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who 
does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom 
he has not seen.”

• If God is love and we have the nature of God, then we are going to 
have love in us. If we don't have love, we don't have the nature of 
God. If we don't have the nature of God, we haven't been born of 
God. It is very clear that another birthmark of the believer is love for 
the brethren. When I am saved, not only do I want to be right with my 
brothers, but I want to be with my brothers. If you love Jesus, you're 
going to love His Church.
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The COMMITMENT Test

➢The Commitment Test
The third test is found in (1 John. 5:10–12) “The one who believes in the Son of 
God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not believe God has made 
Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given 
concerning His Son. 11 And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have the life.” 

▪ The word believe here really means "commitment" or "trust." And that 
commitment and trust is in the present tense. I cannot find a single verse in the 
Bible that tells us to look back to some experience for the assurance of our 
salvation. The Bible doesn't deal with what happened in the past for assurance. 
Verse thirteen says, "These things have I written unto you that believe...." It 
doesn't say, "believed." It means those who believe right now. Do you have that 
faith in your heart right now? Is there that trust and commitment to Jesus Christ 
right now? That's how to have assurance.

▪ You can be saved and know it! You can be free from nagging doubts. It's so 
important to get this issue settled. Everything else builds on the strong 
confidence that God has saved you and will never let you go. Stand on His Word, 
and rest assured in your salvation.
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Finding Assurance

Of Salvation!

➢The only way to find peace is when you learn to 
trust God’s infallible Word and not your feelings. Your 
salvation is based on God’s Word, and unfailing power!

❖ (Jam. 4:8) “Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.” 

❖(2 Cor. 13:5) “Test yourselves to see if you are in the 
faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this 
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless 
indeed you fail the test?”
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Finding 

Absolute Assurance!

1. God Loves You And Wants You To Be Saved!
• (John. 3:16–17) “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” 

• (2 Peter 3:9) “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance.“
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Finding 

Absolute Assurance!
2. God Himself is Giving You The Desire To Come To Christ!
• (John. 6:44) “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 

draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”
• (John. 6:65) “And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that 

no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.” 
• (Eph. 2:4–6) “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made 
us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised 
us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus,” 

• (2 Tim. 1:9) “who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which 
was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,”

• (2 Cor. 4:6) “For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the 
One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Christ.” 

• (1 John. 4:19) “We love, because He first loved us.“ 17



Finding 

Absolute Assurance!
3. Jesus Receives All Who Sincerely Call On Him!
• (John. 6:37) “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, 

and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.”
• (John 6:39) “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all 

that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the 
last day.”

• (Rom. 10:13) for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD
WILL BE SAVED.” 

➢ By His own infallible promise, Jesus will answer your prayer 
for salvation!
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Finding

Absolute Assurance!
4. You Must Receive Eternal Life As A FREE Gift of God’s 

Grace!
• (Eph. 2:8–9) “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not 
as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

• (Rom. 3:23–25) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed 
publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was 
to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the 
forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously 
committed;”

• (Rom. 6:23) “For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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Finding 

Absolute Assurance!
5. Jesus Took All Your Guilt And PAID Your Penalty!
• (Isa. 53:4–6) 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He 

carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and 
afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 
And by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, 
Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity 
of us all To fall on Him.” 

• (Rom. 5:8–10) “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through 
Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life.”

• (Col. 2:14) “having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of 
decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross.” 

20



Finding 

Absolute Assurance!
6. God Will Give You A New Heart And The Grace To 

Change!
• (2 Cor. 5:17–18) “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 
come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to 
Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,” 

• (Romans 6:4) “Therefore we have been buried with Him through 
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life.”

• (John. 3:3) “Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

• (John. 1:12) “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His 
name,” 21



Finding 

Absolute Assurance!
7. You Must Be Willing To Repent And Surrender  Your Life To 

The Lordship Of Christ!
• (Luke. 13:3) “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all 

likewise perish.”
• (Psa. 51:17) “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A 

broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.”
• (Luke. 5:32) “I have not come to call the righteous but 

sinners to repentance.”
• (Acts. 17:30) “Therefore having overlooked the times of 

ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent,” 

• (2 Cor. 7:10) “For the sorrow that is according to the will of
God produces a repentance without regret, leading to 
salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.” 22


