
➢ (Psalm 119:1–5) 1 How blessed are those whose way is 
blameless, Who walk in the law of the LORD. 2 How 
blessed are those who observe His testimonies, Who 
seek Him with all their heart. 3 They also do no 
unrighteousness; They walk in His ways. 4 You have 
ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them
diligently. 5 Oh that my ways may be established To keep 
Your statutes! 1



What Every Christian Ought To Know

The Bible Is The Word Of God!

➢ The Devil hates this book and would love to destroy it. Some 
despise the Bible. Some deny, distort, twist, misuse, and abuse 
the Bible. The greatest enemy of the Bible is the so-called 
Christian who simply ignores, or disregards it.

➢ Why is “Truth” so important?
1. Your salvation depends on understanding the gospel message of 

the Bible.
2. Your assurance depends on resting in the truth of the Bible.
3. Your spiritual growth depends on living by the principles of the 

Bible.
4. Your power in witness depends on the confidence you have in 

the Word of God. 
➢ (John. 10:27–28) “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 

and they follow Me; (28) and I give eternal life to them, and they 
will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.” 
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Three Great Terms 

YOU Need To Know!
1.Revelation: Is the process by which God unveils 

Himself and His will to human messengers.

2.Inspiration: This refers to God’s inbreathing 
into the chosen human messengers through the Holy Spirit, 
enabling them by divine guidance to deliver or record God’s 
revealed message. In a scriptural sense it means God 
breathing into His Messenger.

3.Illumination: Is the Holy Spirit’s work as He 
enlightens the human mind with spiritual understanding in 
order that persons might grasp the revealed truth.
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What is Revelation?

• God’s Revelation! When we speak of the Bible or the Holy Scriptures, we 
are talking about 66 books divided into the Old and New Testaments. This 
Book is different from any other book, for it is not a collection of human 
opinions about God but is in fact God’s own Word.

• Baptists love and respect the Bible as the Word of God. As God’s written 
revelation of Himself to humankind, the Bible is one of God’s most 
precious gifts to us. 

• In His written Word God has spoken to His people. He took the initiative 
to reveal Himself to us and to disclose Himself in a very real and 
understandable way. Without this divine self-disclosure we would have no 
certain knowledge of God, and all humanity would be left groping for 
answers in the dark. Each individual would have his or her own idea about 
God’s existence, character, and expectations of us.

• God’s revelation is a beautiful demonstration of His love for us. He did 
not leave us in the dark. The Bible acknowledges that God has revealed 
Himself to all humanity through creation itself. As the psalmist reminds us, 
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims the work of 
His hands.” (Psa. 19:1)
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General/Natural &Special 

Revelation!
• Every atom and molecule of creation reveals the wonder 

of God’s marvelous design. 

• The intricate balance of creation, the beauty of the earth 
and its varied landscapes, the wonder of a sunset—all 
these declare God’s greatness and glory. 

• Beyond this, God reveals Himself to all persons through 
the moral faculty we call conscience. Our undeniable 
knowledge of good and evil, of right and wrong, points us 
to the perfect moral character of our Creator. These types 
of revelation, which God gave to all people who have ever 
lived, are called General Revelation or Natural Revelation. 

• God’s revelation of Himself through the Bible and through 
His Son Jesus Christ is called Special Revelation.
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Examples of 

General/Natural &Special 

Revelation!
1. General Revelation:  The beauty of creation, The 

beauty of mountains and rivers, The conscience within man.

2. Special Revelation: The book of Isaiah, 
John.3:16, The Bible.

• Notice (Rom. 1:20) “For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly seen, being understood through what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse.”

• What do learn about God in (Rom. 1:20)? Because of this 
Special Revelation (The Bible) we have a better understanding 
of God’s General Revelation in that  God’s creation reveals His 
power and divine nature.
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Why Did We Need 

Special Revelation?

➢ If General Revelation is available to all people, why do we need 
the Bible? 

• The Apostle Paul answered this question by explaining that our 
sin blinds us to a full understanding of God’s revelation of 
Himself in nature and in our conscience. As he wrote to the 
Christians in Rome, human beings “exchanged the truth of God 
for a lie, and worshiped and served something created instead of 
the Creator” (Rom. 1:25). 

• Our sin so distorts our spiritual vision that we love the lie and 
hate the truth.

• God graciously provided humankind Special Revelation through 
His divine Word to teach us more about His nature, His 
redemptive purpose, and His will for our lives.
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God for Its Author!

➢ The Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to humanity, and God is 
rightly known as the Author of all Scripture. (2 Tim. 3:16)

▪ Charles Haddon Spurgeon said in a sermon in 1855, “This volume 
is the writing of the living God. … everywhere I find God speaking: 
it is God’s voice, not man’s; the words are God’s words, the words 
of the Eternal, the Invisible, the Almighty, the Jehovah of this 
earth. This Bible is God’s Bible; and when I see it, I seem to hear a 
voice springing up from it, saying, ‘I am the book of God: man, 
read me.”

• The Bible was written by men divinely inspired. What does this 
mean? We commonly hear that a particular human author like 
William Shakespeare was inspired. After an especially moving 
musical performance, someone may remark that the composer or 
performer was inspired. Is the Bible inspired in this same way? Of 
course not. If the Bible were merely a collection of particularly 
insightful writings about God, we would not stake our lives on its 
truth. 
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Three Theories

Which One Is Correct?

➢ Some have erroneously taught that the Bible is merely the 
product of an elevated human consciousness. Others have 
suggested that the Bible is unevenly inspired. Some parts, 
they argue, are more inspired than other parts. This view 
places the human reader over Scripture as judge, deciding 
what parts are most inspired and what parts can be ignored 
or denied. Other people have argued that God merely 
inspired the ideas contained in the Bible, not the words of 
Scripture itself. 

1. The Dynamic Theory: Holds that God gave the human 
authors basic ideas that they developed in their own ways.  

2. The Dictation Theory: Which sees the human 
authors as passive instruments of the Holy Spirit’s 
inspiration, simply taking down divine dictation for the 
record. 9



The Verbal Plenary 

Theory!

I. The Bible as a whole is the Word of God, so that 
in every part of Scripture there is both infallible 
truth and divine authority. 

II. This is the conclusion of the Bible’s inspiration. 
Put simply, this means that the Bible’s inspiration 
is verbal—extending to the very words 
themselves—and plenary, or full. Thus, we affirm 
that every word of the Bible is inspired and that 
every word is fully inspired. 
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This We Believe

The Verbal Plenary Theory!

3. We believe the verbal plenary: This expresses 
the way the Bible describes its own inspiration. The Bible’s word for its 
inspiration is God-breathed   (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Holy Spirit breathed 
this Word through human authors divinely chosen for this task. 

▪ God used their personalities, writing styles, and personal experiences to 
accomplish His perfect purpose. These human authors were not passive 
stenographers; rather, the Holy Spirit worked through them, inspiring them 
so thoroughly that they were moved to write exactly what God intended—
right down to the very words. 

▪ As the Bible records, the will and initiative were God’s own, “because no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, moved by the Holy Spirit, 
men spoke from God” (2 Pet. 1:21). The result of divine inspiration is that 
we have exactly the Bible God intends for us to have. Nothing is missing. 
Nothing is included that should not be there. For this reason we affirm that 
the Bible is the very Word of God and does not merely contain the Word! 
Amen!!!!!!!!!!!
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The Attributes of the 

Bible
➢ 1. The Bible is Infallible!
• The Bible, in its entirety, has no mistakes. Specifically, in its original 

autographs it is without errors. In (Psa. 19:7) the Bible says of itself, 
“The law of the Lord is perfect.” It is flawless because it was authored 
by God—and He is flawless. Therefore, if God wrote the Bible, and if 
He is the ultimate authority, and if His character is flawless, then the 
Bible is flawless and is the ultimate authority. You see, the fact that 
God is perfect demands that the original autograph, the original 
giving of the Word of God, must also be perfect. So, the Bible is 
infallible, and that’s the first reason to study it; it is the only Book that 
never makes a mistake—everything it says is the truth!

➢ 2. The Bible is Inerrant!
• The Bible is not only infallible in total, but inerrant in its parts. In 

(Prov. 30:5–6) “Every word of God is tested (Pure); He is a shield to 
those who take refuge in Him. 6 Do not add to His words Or He will 
reprove you, and you will be proved a liar.“  This means, every word in 
the Word of God is pure and true!
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The Attributes of the 

Bible

➢ The Bible is Complete!
• Nothing needs to be added. Now that may be a surprise to some 

people, because there are those today who believe we need to 
add to the Bible. There exists a philosophy/theology 
combination known as neo-orthodoxy. It tells us that the Bible 
was simply a comment in its day on man’s spiritual experiences, 
and today man is still having spiritual experiences, therefore he 
needs another comment. One writer said that we need a Bible 
to be written today, just as we did when the Bible we have in 
our hands was written, because we need somebody to 
comment on what God is doing now. He also said that when 
Tom or Mary stand up in your church and say, “Thus says the 
Lord,” they are as equally inspired as Isaiah, Jeremiah, or any of 
the other prophets. In other words, they claim that the Bible is 
not complete. That’s the current philosophical/theological 
thought. 13



The Attributes of the 

Bible

▪ (Rev. 22:18-19) says “If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book; and if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.”

• The Bible ends with a warning not to take away anything, 
and not to add anything. That’s a testimony of its 
completeness. This principle applies to ALL of scripture , 
not just the book of Revelation! 

• It is INFALLIBLE in its total, INERRANT in its parts, and it is 
COMPLETE!
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The Attributes of the 

Bible
➢ The Bible is Authoritative!
• If it is perfect and complete, then it is the last Word—the final authority. (Isa. 1:2) 

says, “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath spoken.” When God 
speaks everybody listens, because His is the final authority; the Bible demands 
obedience. We can discuss its implications, its applications, and its meanings, but 
we shouldn’t discuss whether or not it is true.

• In John 8 Jesus was confronted by some of the Jewish leaders, and there were 
other people present. (John. 8:30–32) “As He spoke these things, many came to 
believe in Him. (31) So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If 
you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; (32) and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” In other words, He demanded a 
response to His Word. It is AUTHORITATIVE

• (Gal. 3:10) “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is 
written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF
THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM.” Amazing! Cursed was anyone who didn’t continue in 
everything that was written in the law. That’s a tremendous claim to ABSOLUTE
AUTHORITY!

• (Jam. 2:9–10) “But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted 
by the law as transgressors. (10) For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.” To violate the Bible at one point 
is to break God’s law. The Bible is authoritative in every part. 15



The Bible is sufficient 
for a number of things!

➢The Bible is Sufficient!
1.Salvation

• In (2 Tim. 3:15) “and that from childhood you have 
known the sacred writings which are able to give you 
the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.” 

• First of all, the Bible is sufficient to make you wise unto 
salvation. Ask yourself this question: What is more 
important than salvation? Nothing! It is the greatest 
reality in the universe—and the Bible reveals that 
salvation.
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The Bible is sufficient 
for a number of things!

2. Perfection
• (2 Tim. 3:16) “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;”
• “Reproof” that means you’re able to go to someone and say, “Hey, you’re 

out of line. You can’t behave like that; there’s a standard and you’re not 
keeping it.” Scripture is also profitable “for correction”—that says to the 
person you’ve just reproved, “Now don’t do that, do this instead; this is the 
right path.” You teach, you reprove, you show the correct way—and further 
it is profitable “for training in righteousness.” Now you point to the new 
way and show them how to walk in it. 

• The Bible is a fantastic Book. It can take somebody who doesn’t know God, 
who isn’t saved, and then save them. Then it will teach them, reprove
them when they do wrong, point out the right thing to do, and then show
them how to walk in that right path. 

• The result is stated in (2 Tim. 3:17) “So that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work.” The incredible reality of the 
Bible is that it is sufficient to do the whole job.
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The Bible is sufficient 
for a number of things!

3. Hope
• In (Rom. 15:4) “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for 

our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope.” The Bible is the source of patience and 
comfort, ultimately giving us hope now and forever.

4. Effective
• Listen to the words of (Isa. 55:11) “So will My word be which goes forth 

from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing 
what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.” 

• That’s great! God’s Word is effective. One of the incredible things about 
being a teacher of the Word of God is that it will do what it says it will do.

• (1Thess. 1:5) “for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.” In other 
words, when you hear the Word of God, it isn’t just words. When the Word 
goes forth it has power; it is powered by the Holy Spirit, and we have the 
assurance that it will do what it says.
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The Bible is sufficient 
for a number of things!

5. Determinative!
• The Bible is determinative because how you respond to the Word of God 

determines the essence of your life and your eternal destiny.
• Notice (John. 8:47) “He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason 

you do not hear them, because you are not of God.” In other words, the 
determination of whether an individual is of God or not of God is based on 
whether he/she listens to the Word of God. 

• Notice (1 Cor. 2:9–14) “but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND
EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS
PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.” (10) For to us God revealed them through the 
Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. (11) For who 
among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in 
him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. (12) 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 
so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, (13) which things we 
also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the 
Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. (14) But a natural man 
does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 
and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 
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Confirmation of The Inspiration of The Bible.

The Bible Is The Word Of God.
A. Scientific Accuracy!
▪ In 1861 the French Academy of Science wrote a pamphlet stating there were fifty-one 

incontrovertible scientific facts that proved the Bible not true. Today there is not a reputable 
scientist on Earth that believes one of those fifty-one so-called facts. The point is science is 
changing. God’s Word does not change! 

➢ Science; Some people say, “Well, the Bible is not a science book; it’s scientifically 
incorrect, and it doesn’t use scientific language. 

▪ Why does the Old Testament say that the sun stood still? Now we know that the 
sun didn’t stand still. In fact, in the old times they thought the sun was going 
around the earth instead of vice-versa. That’s just a typical biblical flaw.” But what 
happened is that the earth stopped revolving, and it appeared that the sun stood 
still (Josh. 10:13). You see, some people try to analyze the statement scientifically, 
but they just see what appeared to have happened. We all do the same thing. 
When you get up in the morning and look toward the east, you don’t say, “Oh my, 
what a lovely earth rotation.” No, you call it a sunrise, and you understand what 
you’re saying. Likewise, you don’t look to the west and say, “What a lovely earth 
rotation.” No, it’s a sunset. You see, you don’t always need a scientific answer for 
everything. Sometimes, just pure observation is sufficient. The Bible says some 
things that are from the viewpoint of human observation, but on the other hand, 
whenever the Bible speaks about a scientific principle, it is dead accurate. 
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Confirmation of The Inspiration of The 

Bible.

Job Knows!
➢ The Earth Is Suspended in Space! Ancient cultures had no idea 

about the Earths shape, or how it was supported. Here are a few myths 
concerning the Earth in the days of antiquity.

1. The ancient Egyptian's believed that the Earth was supported by pillars.
2. The Greeks believed the Earth was carried on the back of a giant named 

Atlas.
3. The Hindus believed that the Earth was resting on the backs of giant 

elephants, who were standing on the back of a huge turtle, who was 
standing on the back of a huge snake while swimming in a great cosmic 
sea.

➢ The book of Job is probably the oldest piece of literature known to man, 
and yet he knew that the Earth is suspended in space. 

▪ (Job 26:7) “He stretches out the north over empty space and hangs the 
earth on nothing.”

▪ Job could not have known without DIVINE INSPIRATION. Notice  (2 Tim. 
3:16) “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;”
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.

Scientific accuracy.

➢ Rainfall- (Isa. 55:10) “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear and 
sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; Isaiah spoke 
centuries before the hydrological cycle was ever discovered. He said, “The rain and 
the snow comes down and don’t return again until they have watered the earth.” 
But it’s only been in modern times that “hydrology” has been understood. That is 
what happens: the rain falls down on the land, it waters the land, it runs off into 
the streams, down to the rivers, into the sea, and from the sea it returns again to 
the clouds; then it is taken over the land and dropped again. The ever constant 
hydrological cycle, and Isaiah 55:10 laid it out.

• Now some might say, “Well, a blind pig can find the slop once in a while—maybe 
Isaiah just took a lucky guess.” That might have been a possibility if it weren’t for 
the fact that the same thing is discussed in several other portions of the Bible.

• (Job. 36:27–29) “For He draws up the drops of water, They distill rain from the 
mist, 28 Which the clouds pour down, They drip upon man abundantly. 29 “Can 
anyone understand the spreading of the clouds, The thundering of His pavilion?

• (Psa.135:7 ) “He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; Who 
makes lightning's for the rain, Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries.” 
Another discussion of this wonderful sequence of rain and the ascending vapors 
from the sea to plant the water again in the clouds.
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.
Scientific accuracy.

➢ Fixed orbits- The Bible also comments on the fixed orbits of the 
heavenly bodies.

• (Jer. 31:35–36) “Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for light by day And 
the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up 
the sea so that its waves roar; The LORD of hosts is His name: 36 “If this 
fixed order departs From before Me,” declares the LORD, “Then the 
offspring of Israel also will cease From being a nation before Me forever.”

• (Psalm 19) also talks about it. I really feel that as you get into the Bible you 
will find incredible things about science that reveal the truthfulness of 
God’s Word. You never need to be ashamed of the Bible. You’re never 
going to run into a problem in the Bible which you can’t solve in one of 
two ways: 

1. First, by looking through the rest of the Bible and understanding how to 
interpret it; 

2. Second, by realizing that you’re never going to understand it until you 
meet God. There are some things we don’t understand or know, but the 
truth is that we’re not going to run into an error in the Scripture—not 
even scientifically. 23



The Bible Is The Word Of God.

Scientific accuracy.
➢ Balance-Within the science of geology there is a study called isostasy, which is fairly 

new. 
• Isostasy is the study of the balance of the earth, and it says that equal weights are 

necessary to support equal weights. So, land mass must be supported equally by water 
mass. But they really haven’t discovered anything actually new. If we go back to good old 
Isaiah again, who was not a scientist but simply a prophet of God, Notice:

• (Isa. 40:12) “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, And marked off the 
heavens by the span, And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, And weighed the 
mountains in a balance And the hills in a pair of scales?” God knew all about isostasy. It’s just 
incredible when you come to the Bible and start to study it even scientifically.

• Herbert Spencer, who died in 1903, had discovered the greatest thing about the 
categorizing of all things that exist in the environment of the universe. He said everything 
could fall into these categories: time, force, action, space, and matter. The world hailed him 
as a great scientist, a great man of discovery. But do you want to know something? All five 
of those categories are in the first verse of the Bible: 

1. (Time)- “In the beginning”
2. (Force)- “God”
3. (Action)- “Created”
4. (Space)- “The heavens”
5. (Matter)- “And the Earth”
• Genesis 1:1 shows us that when the Bible speaks, it speaks accurately. So, science is a good 

way to show the authority and the validity of Scripture 24



The Bible Is The Word Of God.

Scientific accuracy.

➢ The Earth Is Round Not Flat!
▪ Remember the school rhyme to help in memorizing the year 

America was discovered? “In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean 
blue.” He like many others were warned to be careful of sailing off 
the edge of the Earth! They believed that the Earth was flat!

• Isaiah knew the truth 2000+ years before anyone else did!           
(Isa. 40:22) “It is He (God) who sits above the circle of the earth, 
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, who stretches out the 
heavens like a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell 
in.”

1. Job knew the Earth was suspended! (Job. 26:7)
2. Isaiah Knew the Earth was round!     (Isa. 40:22)
➢ (2 Pet. 1:21) “For no prophecy was ever made by an act of human 

will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 
25



Consider This!
• Right now your sitting in your chairs listening to me teach this lesson. 

Charles is probably eating, and Garry is asleep! You think that your relaxed, 
comfortable, and still. BUT in reality you are hurtling through space at a 
fantastic speed.

• Our Milky Way galaxy is rotating at almost 140 miles per second while 
speeding through the universe at nearly 190 miles a second.

• In the minute that it has taken for me to read these bullets, you have 
actually traveled thousands of miles. You are also spinning on a globe that is 
revolving on it’s axis at the speed of nearly 1,000 m.p.h. and orbiting the 
sun at a speed of 66,000 m.p.h. If you had a plane capable of that speed 
you could fly from Signal Mountain to California in 3 minutes.

• BUT, GOD has so fine-tuned our ride that we feel no movement at all. One 
slight miscalculation in these intricately interrelated movements would 
doom everything to a cosmic train wreck, yet everything is moving with the 
precision of a vast machine designed by a master engineer.

• Whether your looking through a telescope or a microscope one has to stand 
in awe of the systematic order of creation. (Psa. 19:1) “The heavens are 
telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His 
hands.” 
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.
Scientific accuracy.

➢ The Stars Can’t Be Counted!
▪ The astronomer Hipparchus who studied 150 years B.C., 

looked to the heavens, and began to count the stars. He had a 
grand total of 1, 022 stars.

▪ Then 250 years later in A.D. 150 the astronomer named 
Ptolemy counted, and claimed there to be 1,056 stars.

▪ Then came a young medical student named Galileo who 
invented his first crude telescope. He took one look and 
realized that there were billions of stars. 

▪ These guy’s could’ve saved some time by reading Jeremiah. 
“As the host of heaven cannot be counted and the sand of 
the sea cannot be measured, so I will multiply the 
descendants of David My servant and the Levites who 
minister to Me.’ ” (Jer. 33:22) 
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.
Scientific accuracy.

➢ The Blood Circulates Through The Body.
• Human anatomy, and physiology prove the Bible to be the Word of God. 

This “red river of life” that is flowing through our body called blood is an 
amazing thing. It wasn't until the year 1628 that William Harvey, a medical 
doctor discovered that the blood circulates throughout the body.

• Our blood is very active: It cools, it warms, it carries fuel to the cells, it 
carries oxygen to burn that fuel, it carries away waste, it fights disease, and 
maintains a constant temperature in the body.

• In The “Olden Days” A lot of times when someone got sick the comment 
would be “They’ve got bad blood” and the remedy was to “Bleed” the sick 
person by draining their blood.

• Moses Already Knew Of The Life-Giving Property of The Blood.
• (Lev. 17:14) “For as for the life of all flesh, its blood is identified with its life. 

Therefore I said to the sons of Israel, ‘You are not to eat the blood of any 
flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood; whoever eats it shall be cut off.’ 

• How Did Moses Know? Again, “Holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Pet. 1:21) Medical science in the Bible is wonderful!28



The Bible Is The Word Of God.
Jesus/Miracles.

B. Jesus Himself believed in the authority of the Bible. 
In (Matt. 5:18) Jesus says, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no way pass from the law till all be fulfilled.” Furthermore, 
He showed His trust in the authority of Scripture by quoting from every 
part of the Old Testament. Jesus believed in the absolute inspired 
authority of the Word of God. Miracles

C. Miracles prove that the Bible is divine. And that 
proves that God is involved in it. It’s got to be a supernatural Book 
because of all the supernatural activity it contains. Now some might 
say, “Well, how do you know all the miracles are true?” Because 
miracles are given in Scripture and there is supportive information. For 
example, when Jesus rose from the dead, more than five hundred 
people saw Him after the resurrection. Those are enough witnesses to 
convince any jury. The miraculous nature of the Bible speaks of God.

• So experience, science, the testimony of Christ, and the miracles of the 
Bible all prove that Scripture is true.
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.
Historical Accuracy.

D. Historical Accuracy.
▪ People and events mentioned in the Bible can be found in the 

historical writings of other nearby countries. Also, historical 
records of the Israelite nations other than the Bible prove the 
history of the Bible is correct. The earliest records of the Israelites 
were written on papyrus, rather than clay tablets that were used 
by other cultures at that time. Many of those papyri have been 
destroyed. And yet proof of Biblical events exist.

▪ Here’s What The Smithsonian D.O.A. had to say. “Much of the Bible, in 
particular the historical books of the old testament, are as accurate 
historical documents as any that we have from antiquity and are in fact 
more accurate than many of the Egyptian, Mesopotamian, 
or Greek histories. These Biblical records can be and are used as are 
other ancient documents in archeological work. For the most part, 
historical events described took place and the peoples cited really
existed. This is not to say that names of all peoples and places 
mentioned can be identified today, or that every event as reported in 
the historical books happened exactly as stated.” 30



The Bible is Historically Accurate!

➢ Until 1993 there was no proof of the existence of King David or 
even of Israel as a nation prior to Solomon. Then in 1993 
archeologists found proof of King David’s existence outside the Bible. At 
an ancient mound called Tel Dan, in the north of Israel, words carved into 
a chunk of basalt were translated as “House of David” and “King of Israel”. 
This proved that David was more than just a legend.

➢ In 2005 Israeli archaeologist Eilat Mazar found (King David’s 
palace) relying on the Bible as one of her many tools. 

• She says: “What is amazing about the Bible is that very often we see that it 
is very accurate and sometimes amazingly accurate.” (from Using the Bible 
As Her Guide)

➢ R.D. Wilson who wrote “A Scientific Investigation of the Old 
Testament” He pointed out that the names of 29 Kings from ten nations 
(Egypt, Assyria, Babylon and more) are mentioned not only in the Bible 
but are also found on monuments of their own time. Every single name is 
transliterated in the Old Testament exactly as it appears on the 
archaeological artifact – syllable for syllable, consonant for consonant. The 
chronological order of the kings is correct.
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The Bible is Historically Accurate!

➢Ostraca (inscribed potsherds) Over 100 ostraca inscribed in 
biblical Hebrew (in paleo-Hebrew script) were found in the citadel 
of Arad. This is the largest and richest collection of inscriptions 
from the biblical period ever discovered in Israel. The letters are 
from all periods of the citadel’s existence, but most date to the 
last decades of the kingdom of Judah. Dates and several names of 
places in the Negev are mentioned, including Be’er Sheva.

• Among the personal names are those of the priestly families 
Pashur and Meremoth, both mentioned in the Bible. (Jeremiah 
20:1; Ezra 8:33) Some of the letters were addressed to the 
commander of the citadel of Arad, Eliashiv ben Ashiyahu, and deal 
with the distribution of bread (flour), wine and oil to the soldiers 
serving in the fortresses of the Negev. Seals bearing the 
inscription “Eliashiv ben Ashiyahu” were also found.
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What Evidence Do We Have That Christ 

existed Out-side Of The Bible?

➢ Tacitus: A Roman historian who wrote between 115-117 A.D. had this to say:

• “They got their name from Christ, who was executed by sentence of the procurator 
Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius. That checked the pernicious superstition for 
a short time, but it broke out afresh-not only in Judea, where the plague first arose, 
but in Rome itself, where all the horrible and shameful things in the world collect 
and find a home.” From his Annals, xv. 44.

• Here is a pagan historian, hostile to Christianity, who had access to records about 
what happened to Jesus Christ.

➢ Jewish Rabbinical writings: From what is known as the Tannaitic 
period, between 70-200 A.D. In Sanhedrin 43a it says:

• “Jesus was hanged on Passover Eve. Forty days previously the herald had cried, ‘He 
is being led out for stoning, because he has practiced sorcery and led Israel astray 
and enticed them into apostasy. Whoever has anything to say in his defense, let 
him come and declare it.’ As nothing was brought forward in his defense, he was 
hanged on Passover Eve.”

• That there is any mention of Jesus at all is unusual. As far as the Roman world was 
concerned, Jesus was a nobody who live in an insignificant province, sentenced to 
death by a minor procurator.
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What Evidence Do We Have That Christ 

existed Out-side Of The Bible?

➢ Josephus: In Rome, in the year 93, he published his lengthy history 
of the Jews. While discussing the period in which the Jews of Judaea 
were governed by the Roman procurator Pontius Pilate, Josephus 
included the following account:

• “About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to 
call him a man. For he was one who performed surprising deeds and 
was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over 
many Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the Messiah. And when, 
upon the accusation of the principal men among us, Pilate had 
condemned him to a cross, those who had first come to love him did 
not cease. He appeared to them spending a third day restored to life, 
for the prophets of God had foretold these things and a thousand 
other marvels about him. And the tribe of the Christians, so called 
after him, has still to this day not disappeared.” -
Jewish Antiquities, 18.3.3 §63
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.
It’s Wonderful Unity.

E. It’s Unity is Wonderful.
▪ The Bible is one book, Genesis through Revelation, but it is also 

sixty-six books---thirty-nine books in the O.T. and twenty-seven in the 
N.T.  It has at least forty authors, by people who lived in a period of time 
that would span at least sixteen hundred years. These people lived in 
about thirteen different countries, and on three different continents. 
The Bible was written in three different languages Hebrew, Aramaic, 
and Greek by men from all walks of life.

1. The Bible has one theme=  REDEPTION.

2. The Bible has one hero=  THE LORD JESUS.

3. The Bible has one villain=  The devil

4. The Bible has one purpose=  THE GLORY OF GOD!!!!!!!!

▪ The unity of the Bible is one of the wonderful proofs of the inspiration 
of God’s Word- that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God!
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.
It’s Fulfilled Prophecy.

36

F. Prophecies Fulfilled By Christ Alone Number Over 353.
1. The Lamb of God Promised!                                                             

O.T. (Gen. 22:8) “Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the 
lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked 
on together.”                                                                                          
N.T. (John. 1:29) “The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and 
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!”

2. His Virgen Birth!
O.T. (Gen. 3:15) “And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise 
you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.”                                                
N.T. (Gal. 4:4–5) “But when the fullness of the time came, God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, (5) so 
that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we 
might receive the adoption as sons.” 



The Bible Is The Word Of God.

It’s Fulfilled Prophecy.

3. His Death!
O.T. (Psa. 22:16) “For dogs have surrounded me; a band of 
evildoers has encompassed me; they pierced my hands and my 
feet.”                                                                                                       
N.T. (John. 19:34) “But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a 
spear, and immediately blood and water came out.”

4. He Was Buried In A Rich Man’s Tomb!
O.T. (Isa. 53:9) “His grave was assigned with wicked men, yet He 
was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no 
violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth.                                                                             
N.T. (Matt. 27:57–60) “When it was evening, there came a rich 
man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also 
become a disciple of Jesus. (58) This man went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to 
him. (59) And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean 
linen cloth, (60) and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the 
entrance of the tomb and went away.”
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.

It’s Fulfilled Prophecy.

5. His Resurrection!
O.T. (Psa. 30:3) “O LORD, You have brought up my from 
Sheol; You have kept me alive, that I would not go 
down to the pit.”                                                                
N.T. (Acts. 2:32) “This Jesus God raised up again, to 
which we are all witnesses.” 

6. His Ascension!
O.T. (Psa. 110:1) “The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My 
right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for 
Your feet.”                                                                           
N.T. (Mark. 16:19) “So then, when the Lord Jesus had 
spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and 
sat down at the right hand of God.”
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The Bible Is The Word Of God.

It’s Fulfilled Prophecy.

7. Hallelujah He’s Coming Back
O.T. (Zech. 14:4) “In that day His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the 
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its 
middle from east to west by a very large valley, so 
that half of the mountain will move toward the north 
and the other half toward the south.”                         
N.T. (Acts. 1:11) “They also said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just 
the same way as you have watched Him go into 
heaven.” 
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This Is The Book Of All 

Books!

➢God has kept His Promise made to Isaiah more 
than twenty-five hundred years ago:            
(Isa. 59:21) “As for Me, this is My covenant 
with them,” says the LORD: “My Spirit which is 
upon you, and My words which I have put in 
your mouth shall not depart from your mouth, 
nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor 
from the mouth of your offspring’s offspring,” 
says the LORD, “from now and forever.” 
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The Canonicity of The Bible!

➢ Here are some definitions YOU ought to Know!
1. Septuagint: A Greek version of the Jewish scriptures redacted  

(put in writing) in the third and second centuries b.c. by Jewish 
scholar's and adopted by Greek speaking Christians.                
First known use 1633

2. Vulgate: A Latin version of the Bible authorized by the Roman 
Catholic Church. First known use 1728.

3. Apocrypha: Books included in the Septuagint and Vulgate but 
excluded from the Jewish and Protestant canons of the Old 
Testament. Fist known use 1539.

4. Canon- An authoritative list of books accepted as “Holy 
Scriptures.” 

5. Canonical- Conforming to a general rule or acceptable 
procedure. “How these books were selected.”
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The Canonicity of The Bible!
➢ Have you ever looked at your Bible and wondered, “How do we 

know that these 66 books, and no others, 
comprise the inspired Word of God?”

➢ This is a critically important question, since there are many today 
who would deny that these 66 books truly make up the complete 
canon of Scripture.

➢ The Roman Catholic Church, For example, claims that the 
Apocryphal books which were written during the                       
inter-testamental period (between the Old and New Testaments) 
ought to be included in the Bible.

➢ Cult groups like the Mormons want to add their own books to the 
Bible—things like the Book of Mormon, The Doctrines and 
Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price. And then there are 
popular books and movies, like The Da Vinci Code from several 
years back, that claim later Christians (like Constantine) 
determined what was in the Bible centuries after these books 
were written. 42



The Canonicity of The Bible!

➢ The Doctrine of Canonicity: Ultimately comes back to the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. If we believe in Him and submit to 
His authority, then we will simultaneously believe in and 
submit to His Word. Because He affirmed the Old Testament 
canon, we also affirm it. Because He authorized His apostles 
to write the New Testament, we likewise embrace it as well.

➢ It Was NOT The Catholic Church: They didn’t determined 
the canon. Constantine did not determine the canon. Joseph 
Smith certainly did not determine the canon. No, it is the 
authority of Christ Himself, the Lord of the church and the 
incarnate Son of God, on which the canon of Scripture rests. 

➢ When It Comes To The Old Testament, Jesus Christ affirmed 
the Jewish canon of His day—consisting of the very same 
content that is in our Old Testaments today.
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The Old Testament Canon!
➢ A study of the gospels shows that, throughout His ministry, Jesus affirmed 

the Old Testament in its entirety (Matt. 5:17–18) “Do not think that I came 
to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 
(18) For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”

1. Historical reliability: (cf. Matt. 10:15; 19:3–5; 12:40; 24:38–39),
2. Prophetic accuracy: (Matt. 26:54), 
3. Sufficiency: (Luke 16:31), 
4. Unity: (Luke 24:27, 44),
5. Inerrancy: (Matt. 22:29; John 17:17),
6. Infallibility: (John 10:35)
7. Authority: (Matt. 21:13, 16, 42).
➢ Jesus affirmed: the Law, the Writings, and the Prophets and all that was 

written in them; clearly seeing the Old Testament Scriptures as the Word of 
God (Matt. 15:16; Mark 7:13; Luke 3:2; 5:1)

➢ The first century Jews did not consider the Apocryphal books to be 
canonical. And neither did Jesus. He accepted the canon of the Jews as 
being the complete Old Testament. He never affirmed or cited the 
Apocryphal books – and neither do any of the other writers of the New 
Testament. 44



The Old Testament Canon!
• Some may wonder about Jude’s reference to the Book of Enoch. (Jude. 

14) But the Book of Enoch is not part of the Roman Catholic Apocrypha. It 
was simply a well-known piece of Jewish literature at that time period, 
which Jude cited for the purpose of giving an illustration, much like Paul did 
when he quoted pagan poets on Mars Hill in (Acts 17.)

• For those who might wonder, “Why don’t Protestants accept the 
Apocrypha?” the ultimate answer is that Jesus never affirmed it as being 
part of Scripture. And neither did the apostles.

• Many of the early church fathers did not regard the Apocryphal books as 
being canonical either. They considered them to be helpful for 
the edification of the church, but they did not see them 
as authoritative. Even the fifth-century scholar Jerome (who translated the 
Latin Vulgate — which became the standard Roman Catholic version of the 
Middle Ages) acknowledged that the Apocraphyl books were not to be 
regarded as either authoritative or canonical.

• So we accept the canonicity of the Old Testament on the basis of our Lord’s 
authoritative affirmation of it. And we reject the canonicity of the 
Apocryphal books based on the absence of His affirmation of those inter-
testamental writings.
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The New Testament Canon!

➢ The same principle applies to the New Testament canon. Our 
Lord not only affirmed the Jewish canon of the Old Testament, He 
also promised that He would give additional revelation to His 
church through His authorized representatives—namely, the 
apostles.

• Jesus made this point explicit on the night before his death, Jesus 
said to His disciples: (John. 14:25–26) “These things I have spoken 
to you while abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”

• That last line is especially significant for the doctrine of canonicity. 
Jesus promised the apostles that the Holy Spirit would help them 
remember all the things that He had said to them. 

• That is an amazing promise, the fulfillment of which is found in 
the four gospel accounts—where the things that our Lord did and 
said are perfectly recorded for us.

46



The New Testament Canon!

➢ Two chapters later, in the same context, the Lord promised the apostles 
that He would give them additional revelation through the Holy Spirit:

• (John. 16:12–15) – “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot 
bear them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you 
into all the truth; for He will not speak of His own initiative, but whatever 
He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. He will 
glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that 
the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will 
disclose it to you.”

• Where is that additional revelation found? It is found in the New 
Testament epistles, wherein the Spirit of Christ guided the apostles to 
provide the church with inspired truth.

• The New Testament, then, was pre-authenticated by Christ Himself, as He 
authorized the apostles to be His witnesses in the world 
(Matt. 28:1819; Acts 1:8). 

• We embrace and submit to the New Testament writings because they were 
penned by Christ’s authorized representatives, being inspired by the Holy 
Spirit in the same way as the Old Testament prophets (2 Pet. 3:19–21).
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The New Testament Canon!
➢ With that in mind we could go book-by-book through the New Testament, 

and we will find that it meets this criteria.
• The Gospels of Matthew & John were both written by apostles.
• The Gospel of Mark is a record of the memoirs of the Apostle Peter, 

written by Mark under Peter’s apostolic authority.
• The Gospel of Luke (and the book of Acts) were both the product of a 

careful investigation and eyewitness testimony (Luke 1:2), research that 
would have included apostolic sources. Moreover, as the companion of the 
Apostle Paul, Luke wrote under Paul’s apostolic oversight. (For instance, 
Paul affirmed (Luke 10:7) as being part of the Scripture in (1 Tim. 5:18.)

• The Pauline Epistles (Romans–Philemon) were all written by the Apostle 
Paul.

• The authorship of Hebrews is unknown, but many in church history 
believed it to have been also written by Paul. If not penned by Paul himself, 
it was clearly written by someone closely associated with Paul’s ministry—
and therefore, by extension, under his apostolic authority.

• The General Epistles (the letters of James, Peter, and John) were written by 
apostles. Peter also acknowledged Paul’s writings as being Scripture         
in (2 Pet. 3:15–16).
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The New Testament Canon!
• The epistle of Jude was written by the half-brother of Jesus 

(Matt. 13:55; Mark. 6:3) who operated under the apostolic 
oversight of his brother James ( Jude 1).

• The book of Revelation was written by the Apostle John.
• Every book of the New Testament was written under apostolic 

authority—either by an apostle or someone closely linked to 
their apostolic ministry. Thus, we submit to these books 
because they come from Christ’s authorized representatives. 
In submitting to them, we are submitting to the Lord Himself.

• The reason the canon is closed is because there are no longer 
any apostles in the church today, and have not been since the 
end of the first century, when the foundation age of the 
church ended (Eph. 2:20).

• So … why these 66 books? Because God inspired them! They 
are His divine revelation. And Christ confirmed that fact. 
He affirmed the Old Testament canon, and He authorized the 
New Testament canon (Heb. 1:1–2). 49



Understanding The Genres of 

The Bible!

➢ An understanding of the genres of Scripture is vital to 
the Bible student. If the wrong genre is assumed for a 
passage, it can easily be misunderstood or 
misconstrued, leading to an incomplete and fallacious 
understanding of what God desires to communicate. 
God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33), and 
He wants us to “correctly [handle] the word of truth”   
(2 Tim. 2:15). Also, God wants us to know His plan for 
the world and for us as individuals. How fulfilling it is to 
come to “grasp how wide and long and high and deep” 
(Eph. 3:18) is the love of God for us!
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Understanding The Genres of The 

Bible!
➢ The Bible is a work of literature. Literature comes in different genres, or 

categories based on style, and each is read and appreciated differently from another. For 
example, to confuse a work of science fiction with a medical textbook would cause many 
problems—they must be understood differently. And both science fiction and a medical text 
must be understood differently from poetry. Therefore, accurate exegesis and interpretation 
takes into consideration the purpose and style of a given book or passage of Scripture. In 
addition, some verses are meant figuratively, and proper discernment of these is enhanced 
by an understanding of genre. An inability to identify genre can lead to serious 
misunderstanding of Scripture. The main genres found in the Bible are these: 

1. law
2. History
3. Wisdom
4. Poetry
5. Narrative,
6. Epistles,
7. Prophecy
8. Apocalyptic literature. 
▪ The summary below shows the differences between each genre and how each should be 

interpreted:

➢ Law: This includes the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy. The purpose of law is to 
express God’s sovereign will concerning government, priestly duties, social responsibilities, 
etc. Knowledge of Hebrew manners and customs of the time, as well as a knowledge of the 
covenants, will complement a reading of this material. 51



Understanding The Genres of 

The Bible!
•

History: Stories and epics from the Bible are included in this genre. Almost every book in 
the Bible contains some history, but 
Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, 
Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 
1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, and Acts are predominately history. Knowledge of secular history is crucial, 
as it dovetails perfectly with biblical history and makes interpretation much more robust

• Wisdom: This is the genre of aphorisms that teach the meaning of life and how to live. 
Some of the language used in wisdom literature is metaphorical and poetic, and this should 
be taken into account during analysis. Included are the books of 
Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes.

• Poetry: These include books of rhythmic prose, parallelism, and metaphor, such as Song 
of Solomon, Lamentations and Psalms.

➢ We know that many of the psalms were written by David, himself a musician, or David’s 
worship leader, Asaph. Because poetry does not translate easily, we lose some of the musical 
“flow” in English. Nevertheless, we find a similar use of idiom, comparison and refrain in this 
genre as we find in modern music.
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Understanding The Genres of 

The Bible!
➢ Narrative: This genre includes the Gospels, which are biographical narratives 

about Jesus, and the books of:
Ruth, Esther, and Jonah. 

▪ A reader may find bits of other genres within the Gospels, such as 
Parable- A usually short fictitious story that illustrates a 
moral attitude or religious principle.
(Luke. 8:1-15) and;
Discourse- Units of connected texts that are longer than paragraphs. 
The book of Ruth is a perfect example of a well-crafted short story,  
amazing in its succinctness and structure. (Matthew 24).

➢ Epistles: An epistle is a letter, usually in a formal style. There are 21 letters in the 
New Testament from the apostles to various churches or individuals. These letters 
have a style very similar to modern letters, with an opening, a greeting, a body, and 
a closing. 

▪ The content of the Epistles involves clarification of prior teaching, rebuke, 
explanation, correction of false teaching and a deeper dive into the teachings of 
Jesus. The reader would do well to understand the cultural, historical and social 
situation of the original recipients in order to get the most out of an analysis of 
these books. 53



Understanding The Genres of 

The Bible!

• Prophecy and Apocalyptic Literature: The Prophetic writings are the Old 
Testament books of Isaiah through Malachi, and the New Testament book of Revelation. 
They include predictions of future events, warnings of coming judgment, and an overview 
of God’s plan for Israel. 

➢ Apocalyptic literature is a specific form of prophecy, largely involving symbols and imagery 
and predicting disaster and destruction. We find this type of language in 

1. Daniel (the beasts of chapter 7),
2. Ezekiel (the scroll of chapter 3), 
3. Zechariah (the golden lampstand of chapter 4)
4. Revelation (the four horsemen of chapter 6). 
➢ The Prophetic and Apocalyptic books are the ones most often subjected to faulty eisegesis -

(the interpretation of a text “as of the Bible” by reading into it one’s own ideas.) and 
personal interpretation based on emotion or preconceived bias.  

➢ (Amos. 3:7) tells us, “Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to 
his servants the prophets.” Therefore, we know that the truth has been told, and it can be 
known via careful exegesis- (exposition, explanation; an explanation or critical 
interpretation of a text), a familiarity with the rest of the Bible, and prayerful consideration. 
Some things will not be made clear to us except in the fullness of time, so it is best not to 
assume to know everything when it comes to prophetic literature.

54



How to study the Word of 

God!
➢One of the noblest pursuits a child of God can embark 

upon is to get to know and understand God better. The 
best way we can accomplish this is to look carefully at 
the book He has written, the Bible, which 
communicates who He is and His plan for mankind. 
There are a number of ways we can study the Bible, but 
one of the most effective and simple approaches to 
reading and understanding God’s Word involves three 
simple steps:

• Step 1: Observation—What does the passage say?
Step 2: Interpretation—What does the passage mean?
Step 3: Application—What am I going to do about what 
the passage says and means?
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Step 1: Observation

➢ How to Study the Bible in 3 Steps

➢ Observation is the first and most important step in how to study the Bible. 
As you read the Bible text, you need to look carefully at what is said, and 
how it is said. Look for:

• ● Terms, not words. Words can have many meanings, but terms are words 
used in a specific way in a specific context. (For instance, the 
word trunk could apply to a tree, a car, or a storage box. However, when you 
read, “That tree has a very large trunk,” you know exactly what the word 
means, which makes it a term.)

• ● Structure. If you look at your Bible, you will see that the text has units 
called paragraphs. A paragraph is a complete unit of thought. You can 
discover the content of the author’s message by noting and understanding 
each paragraph unit.

• ● Emphasis. The amount of space or the number of chapters or verses 
devoted to a specific topic will reveal the importance of that topic (for 
example, note the emphasis of (Rom. 9) and (Psa. 119).

• ● Repetition. This is another way an author demonstrates that something is 
important. One reading of (1 Cor. 13), where the author uses the word 
“love” nine times in only 13 verses, 56



Step 1: Observation

• Relationships between ideas. Pay close attention, for example, to certain 
relationships that appear in the text:

• —Cause-and-effect: “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler over many things” (Matt. 25:21).

• —Ifs and thens: “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, 
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven and forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chron. 7:14).

• —Questions and answers: “Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty” 
(Psa. 24:8).

• ● Comparisons and contrasts. For example, “You have heard that it was said…but I 
say to you…” (Matt. 5:21).

• ● Literary form. The Bible is literature, and the three main types of literature in the 
Bible are discourse (the epistles), prose (Old Testament history), and poetry (the 
Psalms). Considering the type of literature makes a great deal of difference when 
you read and interpret the Scriptures.

• ● Atmosphere. The author had a particular reason or burden for writing each 
passage, chapter, and book. Be sure you notice the mood or tone or urgency of the 
writing.
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Step 1: Observation

• After you have considered these things, you then are ready to ask 
the “Wh” questions

• Who? What? Where? When?
• Who are the people in this passage? What is happening in this 

passage? Where is this story taking place? When in time (of day, 
of the year, in history) is it?

• Asking these four “Wh” questions can help you notice terms and 
identify atmosphere. The answers will also enable you to use your 
imagination to recreate the scene you’re reading about.

• As you answer the “Wh” questions and imagine the event, you’ll 
probably come up with some questions of your own.

• Asking those additional questions for understanding will help to 
build a bridge between observation (the first step) and 
interpretation (the second step) of the Bible study process.
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Step 2: Interpretation
➢ Interpretation is discovering the meaning of a passage, the author’s main 

thought or idea. Answering the questions that arise during observation will help you 
in the process of interpretation. Five clues (called “the five C’s”) can help you 
determine the author’s main point(s):

• ● Context. You can answer 75 percent of your questions about a passage when you 
read the text. Reading the text involves looking at the near context (the verse 
immediately before and after) as well as the far context (the paragraph or the 
chapter that precedes and/or follows the passage you’re studying).

• ● Cross-references. Let Scripture interpret Scripture. That is, let other passages in 
the Bible shed light on the passage you are looking at. At the same time, be careful 
not to assume that the same word or phrase in two different passages means the 
same thing.

• ● Culture. The Bible was written long ago, so when we interpret it, we need to 
understand it from the writers’ cultural context.

• ● Conclusion. Having answered your questions for understanding by means of 
context, cross-reference, and culture, you can make a preliminary statement of the 
passage’s meaning. Remember that if your passage consists of more than one 
paragraph, the author may be presenting more than one thought or idea.

• ● Consultation. Reading books known as commentaries, which are written by Bible 
scholars, can help you interpret Scripture.
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Step 3 Application!
➢ Application is why we study the Bible. We want our lives to change; we 

want to be obedient to God and to grow more like Jesus Christ. After we 
have observed a passage and interpreted or understood it to the best of our 
ability, we must then apply its truth to our own life.

• You’ll want to ask the following questions of every passage of Scripture you 
study:

▪ ● How does the truth revealed here affect my relationship with God?
● How does this truth affect my relationship with others?
● How does this truth affect me?
● How does this truth affect my response to the enemy, Satan?

• The application step is not completed by simply answering these questions; 
the key is putting into practice what God has taught you in your study. 
Although at any given moment you cannot be consciously applying 
everything you’re learning in Bible study, you can be consciously applying 
something. And when you work on applying a truth to your life, God will 
bless your efforts by, as noted earlier, conforming you to the image of Jesus 
Christ.
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