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Preface 
 

The Vision 

 

We are living in an age hopelessly below the New Testament pattern— content with a neat little 
religion. —Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 

We have been given the 'Great Commission' to go into all the earth and proclaim the Good News of 
what Jesus Christ came and did for all mankind (Mt. 28:18-20).  Christ proclaimed that the truth which 
was revealed to Peter, by God the Father (Mt. 16-19), was that Christ was the foundation of the New 
Testament Church.  And upon this truth the gates of Hell would not prevail [succeed] against it.  So, 
the Church has been given the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: and whatsoever we shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in Heaven: and whatsoever we shall loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven.  One 
might say how is this possible?  Jesus told us to wait for the promise of the Father in Acts 1:4 and that 
promise, the Holy Spirit, would give us power to be witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and in 
Samaria and to the uttermost [farthest] part of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
 
For the first 335 years after Jesus' resurrection the Church met in homes not church buildings.  It 
wasn't until Constantine the Emperor of Rome declared Christianity the religion of Rome that men 
started meeting in buildings besides homes.  Over the years that followed, the practice of house 
churches diminished and met in buildings instead.  But there has always been a remnant that 
continued to meet in homes, and we see that today in many parts of the world that there are great 
movements of the 'underground church' that meets like the first century Church.  Persecution has 
spurned on this movement and we hear of a great move of God in their ranks. 
 
But one might ask Why Here and Why Now?  God has given us a vision for reaching the lost one home 
at-a-time, one neighborhood at-a-time, one city at-a-time, one state at-a-time, and one nation at-a-
time.  We all live in homes and in neighborhoods where there are people who do not know the love of 
Christ.  They live their lives, day in and day out, without a clue of what Jesus did for them.  We have 
the truth and we know that the truth can set them free.  But, how do we get them into a church to 
hear the Good News?  What IF we were to invite them into our homes for a meal and a time of 
sharing what God has done in our life?  That is what the 'House Church' is all about, sharing the love of 
God with those around about us, our neighbors.  You see Christ first told us to be witnesses in 
Jerusalem, where we live, and then to go out from there to the rest of the world.  Touching people 
where they live is what House Churches are all about, and this is what the Lord has laid on our hearts 
with the House Church vision. 
 
So, won't you come and join with us at this exciting time in the history of the Church of Jesus Christ?  
 
Spreading the Good News one house at-a-time, one neighborhood at-a-time for the glory of God. 
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Introduction 
 

John and Sandra Aldridge are the Senior Pastors of Son Rise Church and Ministries, in Lewisville, Texas 
and have been walking with the Lord for the past 34 years.  In the early years they went though many 
test and trials that have brought them to the realization that there had to be more to this new life in 
Jesus Christ.  At the end of 2000, John was introduced to a book that pointed him to 'A More Excellent 
Way' and in 2001 his and Sandra's lives were radically changed.  They learned things about the Gospel 
of Christ, which is the power of God unto salvation.  Hosea 4:6 told them that, “My people are 
destroyed for a lack of knowledge”.  They learned all that Jesus did for them on the cross.  They 
learned about generational iniquities, curses, and strongholds needing to be bound, broken, and cast 
out of their lives.  They learned the need to know that salvation meant healing, deliverance, 
restoration, safety, and saving from God’s wrath. They learned how to appropriate their redemption in 
the spirit, soul, body, the work of their hands, and covenant relations.  God said clearly in 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14 that Jesus died so we would receive the blessings of Abraham and become free 
from the curse of the law.  
 

Son Rise Church and Ministries was birthed in June of 2002, and they have seen hundreds of 
marriages restored, and children born to those experiencing barrenness and miscarriages.  The list of 
diseases we have seen God heal is extensive in those suffering from depression, other mental 
diseases, and addictions as well.  The bottom line is that the whole Gospel must be preached to the 
whole person.  We are a spirit, we have a soul, and we live in a body, but we also have a spiritual heart 
that so often needs to be healed.  Luke 4:18 says this is what Jesus came to do, and He gave us the 
assignment as well.  

We are a Church that preaches and teaches the pure, unaltered Word of God.  Our first goal, which 
must happen for one to be well, is to help our brothers and sisters love the Lord, have the fervent 
desire to be in God’s presence, and to feel loved by God, to walk in our eternal identity and 
inheritance.  It is also critical to learn to love others and receive their love, and perhaps the most 
difficult is to love ourselves as God loves us.” You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  And the second is 
like unto it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets”. Matthew 22:37-40 

To that end we labor in this great harvest field of this world, until our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ tells 
us that our time has been completed and our work is done.  Until then, we will come along side those 
who wish to be a part of this great end-time harvest.  Please, come and join with us to that end. 
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Our Statement  
of Faith 

 

Before we begin, it is important for you to know our statement of faith.  Whenever one joins with a 
ministry it behooves them to know who they are and what they believe.  We've told you about us and 
our vision, now it is time to share with you what 
 

WE BELIEVE that the Holy Bible, and only the Bible, is 100% the Word of God. 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 
1:20-21The translation that is our foundation is: 

• The Hebrew Masoretic Text 

• The Greek Majority Text 
as translated into English in the Authorized King James Version. 
 

WE BELIEVE in the eternal Godhead as revealed in the Hebrew Masoretic Text and the Greek Majority 
Text, otherwise known as the Old Testament and New Testament.  Deuteronomy 6:4; Genesis 1:26; 
Isaiah 48:16; Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 

WE BELIEVE that all the purposes of God are now a finished work through Jesus Christ by faith, by 
whom He created all things, by whom He saved and restored all things, and whom He has made the 
head of all things, forever.  Isaiah 48; John 1:1-36; Colossians 1:12-29; Hebrews 1  

• Showed us the ministry of believer/priest to preach the good news, call for men 
everywhere to repent and turn to GOD, heal the sick and do cures in His name, and cast 
out devils 

• Died for our sins and the sins of all who believe on His name 

• Is the sacrificial Lamb and by His shed blood we have remission of sins 

• Reconciled us to GOD by faith and indwells us by the Holy Spirit 

• His body lay in the grave 3 days and 3 nights and on the third day GOD raised Him from 
the dead, He walked on this earth for 40 days and was seen by up to 500 people at one 
time 

• He ascended up into heaven and sat down on the right hand of GOD 

• He is coming again, first in the "First Resurrection" and then 7 years later in the "Day of 
the LORD". He comes and all the saints with Him to defeat the anti-christ and set up His 
millennial reign as the Messiah.  Zechariah 14:1-5 
 

WE BELIEVE that as the fullness of the Godhead rested bodily on Jesus as a work of the Holy Spirit, 
this fullness of the Godhead should rest on the body of Christ in the earth today, the Church. 1 
Corinthians 12 
 

WE BELIEVE in the doctrines of Christ found in Hebrews 6:1-2:   

• Repentance from dead works 

• Faith towards God 

• Doctrine of Baptisms 

• Laying on of hands 

• Resurrection of the dead 

• Eternal judgment 
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WE BELIEVE in the sacraments of the Church as revealed in the Scriptures: 

• The LORD's Supper (Communion) 

• Water Baptism 

• Foot washing 
WE BELIEVE in the Great Commission - a world vision 
 

WE BELIEVE that the body of Christ, the Church, is: 

• The salt of the earth 

• The light of the world 

• To show the love of God by the love we have one for another 

• The fast we are called to is that of service as servants and to be a gift 

WE BELIEVE that healing and miracles are part of the Atonement and are valid for today; Jesus Christ 
the same, yesterday, today and forever.  Psalm 103:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; 3 John 1; 1 Corinthians 12 
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Section 1 
Why A House Church 

 
Most professing Christians do not realize that the central concepts and practices associated with what 
we call “church” are not rooted in the New Testament, but in patterns established in the post-apostolic 
age. —Jon Zens 

 

People might ask 'Why a House Church'?   
 

What they are 

 

The house church is a way of living the Christian life communally in ordinary homes through 
supernatural power.  It is the way redeemed people live locally.  It is the organic way disciples follow 
Jesus together in everyday life.  Since the redeemed no longer belong to themselves, they adopt a 
mainly communal, rather than purely private and individualistic, lifestyle.  House churches emerge 
when truly converted people stop living their own life for their own ends, start living a community life 
according to the values of the Kingdom of God, and start to share their life and resources with those 
Christians and not-yet-Christians around themselves.  Art Katz, a Messianic Jew who lived in 
community much of his life, says: Community life pulverizes your old ego in the power of the Spirit of 
God, and rescues you from just living a miserable private life, where after loving each other during a 
one-hour worship service a week we rush home to water our flowers, sit on our porch, eat our 
individual meals and wash our car.  Our!  We need to start to function as part of the fellowship of the 
redeemed. As the redeemed, we do not go home after the service, we are at home with each other. 
 
House-church Christianity is the body of Christ in an ordinary house, the society of the 'three-times 
converted': those who are vertically converted to God, horizontally converted to each other, and 
therefore able to be converted to serve the world in love, compassion and power. 
 
In many ways a house church is like a spiritual extended family, relational, spontaneous and organic.  
For its everyday life a house church does not need a higher level of organization, bureaucracy and 
ceremonies than any ordinary large family.  In fact, house churches reflect the way relatives very much 
behave with each other.  Because the house church is a supernatural creation, invented and endowed 
by God, it has, more than just a clan of nice relatives, certain capabilities.  One is to form its own 
support structure from within, namely the five-fold ministry, which functions like the support 
structure a human body develops, the lymphatic and nerve systems, blood vessels and bone 
structures.  People will do almost anything to earn the love, respect or appreciation of the people 
around them.  The house church provides a healthy, non-competitive way for that.  It is after all a way 
to love, forgive each other and live together. 

 

How they are 

 

The house church reflects God's qualities and character.  This community lifestyle is molded in the 
spirit of love, truth, forgiveness, faith and grace.  House churches are the way we love each other, 
forgive each other, mourn with those who mourn and laugh with those who laugh, extend and receive 
grace and constantly remain in touch with God's truth and forgiveness.  It is a place where all masks 
can fall, and we can be open to each other and still keep loving each other. 
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What they do 
 
As we are always in danger of taking blueprints and simply copying the 'action part', we need to 
remind ourselves that we are not trying to make an exact copy of a New Testament church.  Rather we 
want to take the New Testament principles and values seriously, as God-given essentials, and only 
then to create a house-church movement in our time, local soil, specific culture-even our tribe.  This is 
much more a process of incarnation than contextualization, of God becoming flesh again in your 
context, rather than making cheap photocopies of existing models somewhere else.  The people 
whom God typically and scriptural uses to unfold and incarnate the church in a given situation are 
apostolic and prophetically gifted Christians. 
 
From studying the New Testament and the early church as well as contemporary house churches, four 
elements stand out.  They seem to be like the basic skeleton of house churches of almost all times. 

1. 'Meating' -They meet to eat.  When Jesus taught people, it usually involved meeting them in 
their homes, eating and drinking whatever they offered.  Typically, the teaching of Jesus was 
right at the table, over a meal, not just after a meal, surrounded by children and visitors, not in 
an artificial seminary set-up, but in a real-life situation (Acts 2:46, 1 Cor. 11:33, Lk. 10:1-8). 

2. Teaching each other how to obey – In Hebrew culture, the traditional teacher was the father 
teaching his family in his house, usually at meal-times.  Teaching traditionally is geared to show 
somebody how to do something, and to explain why things are the way they are.  The goal of 
the teaching is not increasing knowledge but helping people to obey and serve God and His 
purposes (Rom. 1:5).  The elders of house churches assume exactly the same house-father 
role, together with charismatically gifted teachers, either residential or visiting, or visiting 
apostles teaching from 'house to house' (Acts 20:20).  Although the early church grew and 
multiplied greatly without a written New Testament, the word of God 'spread' (Acts 6:7), 
'continued to increase and spread' (12:24), 'spread widely and grew in power' (19:20). 

 
The subject of teaching is 'the Word', God's story, the Bible, what God has chosen to reveal to us 
about Himself, ourselves, the history of the world, and the way to live (1 Thess. 4:1), so we can fit our 
story into His-story.  The goal of the teaching is that humans, through joyful obedience liberated from 
the power of Self through a bonding relationship to Christ, can better fit in according to God's created 
patterns of life and become mature and normal – according to the norm of God – and therefore, be 
transformed into the image of Christ.  The original teaching 'system' was relational, geared to present 
a disciple mature in Christ through a spirit of quick obedience and a developed, gift-oriented ministry. 
 
The teaching style can be a very short talk – not a sermon! - an illustration, parables and stories, 
usually accompanied and punctuated by 'nods and grunts of approval', or healthily interrupted by 
questions and requests for more tea or another sweet.  This is followed by a question-and-answer 
time which is interactive and dynamic and allows everyone to participate and get the explanation he 
or she needs.  'Questions often reveal what a person is thinking and can help to remove mental blocks 
if we deal with them rightly, and therefore encourage spiritual growth', says Met Castillo.  If there is 
any kind of exam to pass in this style of teaching, it is twofold: to obey the teaching, demonstrating it 
by a changed life, and to start teaching others too.  Jesus said: 'Teach them to obey everything I have 
commanded you' (Mt. 28:20).  Learning is not only hearing, but seeing how it is done, then doing it, 
and finally teaching it yourself to others. 
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3. Sharing material and spiritual blessings – What the rich young ruler, to whom Jesus said, 'Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and . . . come, follow me' (Lk. 18:22) did not do, the 
church did: 'All the believers were together and had everything in common (Acts 2:44-45).  As 
the company of the redeemed, we do not belong to ourselves anymore; we belong to God and 
therefore to God's community.  All that we are and all that we have is therefore God's, and 
belongs to God's family, the church – not in theory, but in practice.  The question is not: 'What 
percentage should I give?' but “Why should I hold back anything, after being saved from the 
certainty of hell by a loving God who gave His very life to redeem me?' 

 
The New Testament Christians shared two things together in their house churches, material and 
spiritual blessings (Acts 4:32-35).  'When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a work of 
instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation' (1 Cor.14:26).  Paul encouraged the Christians 
to 'speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs' (Eph.5:19), and said to Timothy, 'The 
things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also 
be qualified to teach others' (2 Tim.2:2).   
 
Christians knew that they no longer belonged to themselves; Christ owned them, and everything they 
had.  When Christians come together, they share what they are and what they have, whether it is 
spiritual or material.  In practice each house church had a common fund, into which all of them 
deposited money, clothes, valuables.  Everyone had something to share and therefore was able to 
serve others, which made everyone able to appreciate and value each other. 

4. Praying together – 'They devoted themselves to prayer' (Acts 2:42).  Prayer is the heartbeat of 
a relationship of a child of God with his father in heaven.  Whenever Christians come together, 
therefore, they will pray for each other, pray for the authorities, pray for peace, come before 
God in petition and thanksgiving, pray for their enemies, bless those who curse them, practice 
exorcisms and pray for healing. 

 
Prayer is a two-way communication, and as we talk to God, God might want to talk back to us. He 
often does this through prophets, tongues which are interpreted, dreams and visions, or angels. 'God 
does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets' (Amos 3:7). Prophecy has been 
an integral part of house churches: 'Two or three prophet should speak . . . you can all prophesy in 
turn' (1 Cor.14:29).  Unlike traditional churches, house churches did not know what to do next, they 
could simply pray and prophesy, so that God might reveal what He wanted them to do next, or what 
He wanted them to pray about next.  Supernatural messengers, messages and prophecy helped to 
pinpoint sin. (Acts 5:3, 1 Cor. 14:24), give special tasks to the disciples (Acts 8:26), identify spiritual 
potential (Acts 9:10-19), arrange divine appointments (Acts 10:9-47), develop apostolic breakthroughs 
(Acts 16:6), and simply encourage individuals (Acts 18:9-11). 
 
In the prayer Jesus taught us, he encourages us to pray: 'Forgive us our sins' (Lk.11:4).  In a family that 
shares their lives together no misconduct can be hidden for very long.  Families provide a healthy 
accountability and check for each other.  Similarly, house churches as spiritual families are an ideal 
place to be accountable for each other's conduct, which naturally involves the confessing of our sins: 
'Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed,' says James 5:16.  
As people confess their sins in front of each other and forgive each other (Col. 3:13), in whatever 
cultural format is appropriate, they stop being hypocrites, break the power of hidden sins in their 
lives, confess their own need for grace and forgiveness, lose their face and gain the love and respect of 
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fellow sinners redeemed by God: they leave the darkness and live in the light (1 Jn. 2), humble 
themselves and experience how God will lift them up (Jam. 4:7-10).  They repent, not in order to avoid 
the consequences of sin, but because of shame for what they have done.  This also reinstates a 
healthy and natural form of church discipline, so well-known to the New Testament church.1 
 
We are attempting to present a new paradigm for the established church. One that’s built on the New 
Testament concept that the church of Jesus Christ is a spiritual organism, not an institutional 
organization.   
 

From the time of the New Testament there has been no such thing as 'a house of God'.  At the cost of 
his life, Stephen reminded us: God does not live in temples made by human hands.  The church is the 
people of God.  The church, therefore, was and is at home where people are at home: in ordinary 
houses.  There the people of God share their lives in the power of the Holy Spirit, have 'meetings', i.e. 
they eat when they meet; they often do not even hesitate to sell private property and share material 
and spiritual blessings; they teach each other in real-life situations how to obey God's word – and not 
with professorial lectures but dynamically, with dialogue and questions and answers.  There they pray 
and prophesy with each other and baptize one another.  There they can let their masks drop and 
confess their sins, regaining a new corporate identity through love, acceptance and forgiveness.2 
 
You might say that would cause me to be real with those around about me.  Yes, we will all have to be 
real, for that is what Christ has called us to be.  A true mirror of His love, grace and mercy day in and 
day out.  Will we be perfect, no we are human?  Will everything be perfect, no, that's life?  But that is 
what real life is all about, stuff happens but by the grace of God we continue down this path called life 
and show others how with Christ in our lives it is possible. 
 
So why do we do 'House Churches'?  To be the Church extended, reaching and touching the lives of 
those who are around us in a real and tangible way.  Being part of their lives in a way that matters for 
all eternity.  Seeing His kingdom come, and His will being done. 
 

                                                 
1 Wolfgang Simson, Houses That Change the World, (Authentic, Waynesboro, GA.) XVI 

2 IBID 
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Section 2 
Who Me? 

 
Is the Lord speaking to you about opening your home?   
 
Do you feel that you are not qualified to head a House Church? 
 
Well, take heart!  Look at Jesus in Luke 10 as He appointed seventy and sent them two by two before 
Him.  They were told that the harvest was truly Great, but the laborers were few, so pray that the Lord 
of the harvest will send labors.  Yes, that is you and me my friend.  As the story progresses we see that 
they are not to take concern over money, food or clothing but to look for a home that would receive 
their blessing.  Once there, they were to eat what was placed before them, heal the sick and declare 
the Kingdom of God.  When they had returned there was joy because even the demons were subject 
to the name of Jesus.  And what did Jesus say He saw?  Satan as lightning falling from heaven.  Then 
Jesus said, “I give to you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you”.   
 
Yes friends, we have such power and authority to do the works of Jesus because He has gone to His 
Father and left us with the great command to go and make disciples of all nations.  That means 
starting right where we live.  Yes, in the home that the Lord has given you.  Open the door and let the 
lost, hurting and dying come in and hear the Good News of what the Lord has done for you.  Share 
some food, share some fellowship, and be a friend.  But most of all, share Jesus! 
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Section 3 
Where To Start 

 
The church, therefore, should not be confused with an organization, a denomination, a movement, or 
a leadership structure. The church is the people of God, the very bride of Jesus Christ.3 
 
Let's start with prayer.  God, by His Spirit, has spoken/impressed you that you should open your home 
or partner with someone else at theirs.  When at all possible you should have at least one or two 
other people that will come along side you with your House Church.  Am I saying that you can't do it 
alone, no, but even Jesus sent His followers out two by two.  There is power in numbers and a synergy 
that will happen.  We must remember that we are not going for numbers to start off and once we 
have reached what I call 'critical mass', 15 to 20 people, it will be time to look for leaders that God has 
spoken to, to start their own House Church. 
 
The next thing that you will need to do is make a plan.  Without it, you are sure to stumble, have a 
false start and maybe even doubt whether or not you were supposed to go down this road.  Ask the 
Lord to: 

• Guide you as to the day and time to have your gathering. 

• How to structure your time together and what time constraints should if any apply.  

• What is the demographics?  Who is your target market?  How are you going to invite people? 

• Do we have enough seats and areas for people to gather?  What about parking? 

• What about food and how do we set it up? 

• Will you be sharing the Word or need some help in planning subject matter? 

• How to get the word out?  How to invite. 

• Help you stay connected with other House Churches in your area. 

• Seek help and advice from the leadership in your local House Church network. 
 
 
 

                                                 
3 Viola, Frank. Reimagining Church: Pursuing the Dream of Organic Christianity (Kindle Locations 62-63). David 

C. Cook. Kindle Edition.  
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Section 4 
The Structure 

 
Now let's get started. 
 
We have prayed.  We have our two or three that have come along side.  We have our plan.  We have 
our location and time to meet.  Now let’s GO! 
 
One pit fall that we can have is thinking that the House Church looks and acts like the church down 
the corner or the church that we had been associated with in the past.  Nothing can be further from 
the truth.  This is the new 'old thing'.  All we have to do is look at the book of Acts and the Epistles to 
see that they didn't do church like we do church.  They met together from house to house, breaking 
bread..., this was a family affair.  What do families do?  They come to one another's home.  They eat, 
have fellowship, share what is going on in their lives, laugh – cry – hug – pray for one another – sing 
and be family.  That is the best part of the House Church, it is the family of God getting together. 
 
So, what does this look like in real life. 
 
Have a set day and time to begin.  My suggestion is to start when you tell people that you are going to 
start.  If not, you will find that people will just drag in whenever, and this can lead to confusion and 
doesn't show respect for those who do show up on time.  Yes, I know things happen to make people 
late but let’s face it, if we were late for work how long would it be before the boss would have a talk 
with us.  Just because this is a House Church doesn't mean that we don't respect what is going on. 
 
Make sure that you have enough seats for everyone.  You don't have to set them up like you’re having 
a meeting (remember this is in a home not a hall).  Some may choose to sit on the floor with a pillow, 
some on the sofa and others in a straight chair.  We all have our preferences and because this is 
homey not churchy it will be a more relaxed atmosphere. 
 
When it's time to start, it is best to open in prayer and bless the food.  When you are first starting, it 
would probably be best that you pray.  But after a few times, you can ask someone else to pray or ask 
if someone would like to ask the blessing, just like at home around the dinner table. 
 
It is best to get the eating out of the way first.  This can most definitely be a challenge it you choose to 
start your meeting at an odd hour.  You will find it best if you have your gathering around the standard 
times that people normally eat.  12ish, 5ish.  Have your food area set up so it flows.  Plates, utensils 
first followed by the array of foods that everyone has brought, with your beverages last.  Letting 
people sit where they feel comfortable is best without trying to play policeman and directing them to 
where you want them to go.  Remember this is family and family like to sit where they feel most 
comfortable.  That might be at one of your tables, using a lap or TV tray that you have, or sitting cross 
legged on the floor.  You will find that as the weeks go on people will become more comfortable and 
start to gather and talk while they eat.  This can be an excellent time to see the Holy Spirit direct the 
way a gathering will go.   
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Once you notice that people are winding up their eating, you may choose to put on some soft praise 
and worship music or you could have it playing softly in the background during the meal time (just 
make sure if you have it during the food that it is not so loud that people can't talk and other’s can't 
hear).  Music is not always needed but it can help set the mood for the evening.  You may have those 
who have musical talents that you can utilize, such as play the guitar, keyboard, vocal, etc.  If not, you 
can do like some others and play some music video that you have put together from 'YouTube' or your 
own music collection.  When I do music, I ask the Lord what He would have me do and normally I will 
choose some music and have it ready to play on the TV with the words for all to join in.  You will find 
that, as folks join in, that the Spirit of the Lord will move in various ways.  Some may choose to stand, 
while other may sit.  Some will sing and other will sit and meditate on the words, while others will 
raise holy hand unto God their Father welcoming Him into their presence.  When the music is finished 
don't rush to the next thing.  Wait and see it the Holy Spirit has anything to say.  Allow people to bathe 
in the moment of worship and praise.  Entertain the Holy Spirit allowing Him to move as He pleases. 
 
At times there will be a word that will come forth or someone will share something that is on their 
heart.  Either way, this is a good segue for people to begin to share with the group.  Ask if anyone has 
a word from the Lord that they would like to share, a Psalm, a testimony, a thought.  This time doesn't 
need to be dragged out but if you do worship you will find that there will be things that will be shared. 
 
Then usually at this point, a time of sharing from God's Word is appropriate.  This is not a 45-minute 
sermon but a short Word that you feel the Lord has given you for that gathering.  It is good to have a 
few questions that you can ask at the end to prompt discussion and interaction.  This is not a 
presentation time it is a participation time;  allowing people to share and ask questions.  This is their 
time to grow and flesh out their walk with the Lord.  We are to be facilitators, helping to bring people 
together and guiding them to a greater understanding of God and what He desires us to be.  One thing 
you must make sure of is that you keep the time moving and not going down a rabbit trail or allowing 
one person to dominate all the time.  This can be tricky at first but ask the Holy Spirit for His help and 
also your other key players to help bring things back on track. 
 
Now this is a good time to start winding things down.  Be mindful of the hour and people’s times.  If 
you have set boundaries on time, try and stick to it.  If you allow the time to just drag on and on you 
will find that you will start to lose people.  Yes, we will have to be sensitive to the moving of the Holy 
Spirit but just keep things in perspective. 
 
It is important to close in a time of prayer.  I call this corporate prayer, a time that everyone can join in 
together in one accord.  Don't expect everyone to pray.  That is not going to happen at first but as time 
goes on and people become more at home and know that they are accepted, they will pray.  Just let 
everyone know that they can pray but don't have to if they don't want to.  Ask for any prayer needs or 
concerns.  Does anyone need prayer for healing?  In the beginning you will probably be the one to 
pray and perhaps one or two others.  But allow some time to let people pray.  Silence doesn't hurt.  
Remember what the Psalms said, “Be still and know that I am God”.  Once everyone has had a chance 
to pray, then before closing pray for those who have asked to be remembered for a touch in their 
bodies.  Ask people to gather around and agree with one another for that need.  Ask the person that 
has asked for prayer if it is alright to lay hands on them (I find that this is important because some 
people at first might not be used to this and we want to be sensitive) and anoint them will oil as is 
spoken about in James 5:14.  Make sure that there is a positive, scripture based prayer prayed over 
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them with praise for the answer at the end. 
 
Now when all have received prayer that have asked, you can close in prayer. 
 
Make sure to thank everyone for coming and entering in and invite them back for the next gathering 
and encourage them to bring someone with them next time. 
 
Allow the group to help clean up after the gathering.  This is important that we treat this home and 
those who have opened it up with respect.  As my father use to say, 'Many hands make lite work”.  
Some can gather the trash, others can help rearrange the furniture, and others can help straighten up 
the kitchen.  You will find that people will join-in in most cases, but it doesn't hurt to ask for some help 
in the beginning, then you will find it becomes part of the whole House Church experience. 
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Section 5 
The Five-fold Ministry 

 
God's resources and structure for multiplying house churches 
 
“Every growth form in life is based on the multiplication of organic cells.  This is true for the church too, 
as organic, relational households of God.”  4 The church is not a series of organizations, groups or 
buildings but a supernatural communal life form and being such, it will multiply.  In doing so we must 
make sure that this life form develops in a healthy and organic way. 
 
David Yonggi Cho said that “if you want to build an organization, use men but if you want to build the 
church, use women.”  Men like to create, design, fix and organize things but the church is a living and 
breathing organism.  A little-known fact is that more churches are planted by women than men.  That 
being said it appears that God's Spirit is challenging women to get out and save the world while we 
men write more books, discuss more theology and strategies.  We must realize that this is a joint 
effort and not to be left up to one group or another.  The Great commission was given to ALL and all 
means ALL. 
 
So how does this church grow?  It is just like the parable of Mark 4:26-29 of the growing seed.  It goes 
into the ground and after a time God causes it to grow.  This is the same with His church.  We do our 
part by witnessing and sharing with those we come in contact with, but God gives the increase by 
what is sown into their lives (1 Cor. 3:6). For the church to grow, we must release the growth potential 
which God has put into it.  We are not to inject this potential into the church by whatever means we 
have in mind.  The growth is already and wants to get out, then growth will happen 'all by itself'.  God 
has kept this part for Himself for good reasons.5 
 
 If we cannot make revival happen, we can at least stop hindering it! 
 
We, in our own power, cannot build His true church.  We can try to manufacture it, have revival 
services, initiate growth programs but only God can cause His church to grow.  We must repent for 
trying it our way and get out of God's way and take notice to what He is wanting to do. 
 
God has provided everything we need for the growth and multiplication of the church: the secret and 
the power are in the seed!  We need to make proper use of it.6 
 
How to keep disciple’s immature through teaching 
 
You want a weak body.  Do it all for them.  Christ told us to go and make disciples.  Paul spoke of how 
we should be teachers but were still on the 'milk' of the Word.  It is our job as teachers to teach.  Not 
continue to do it for them.  What is the purpose of the Five-Fold Ministry?  To oversee and instruct His 
body.  We must help those who have been put under our charge to grow in the fear and admonition 
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5 Ibid. 

6 Ibid. 
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of the Lord, rightly dividing the Word of truth. 
We find that typical House Church growth starts with 6-20 individuals and will usually double itself 
once every 6 to 9 months.  This process may be accelerated through contextual factors, a shorter 
multiplication time span, revival, persecution, or may be slowed down by other factors.  The core 
observation, however, is that the growth is through multiplication, and the multiplication is 
exponential, not linear.7 
 
From addition to multiplication 
 
House churches are a multipliable structure.  They can multiply literally endlessly, as long as they are 
provided with the essentials.  Two of the essentials for house churches are biblical quality and 
leadership.  Addition cannot keep up with multiplication, because ongoing addition produces linear 
growth: two plus two is four plus two is six.  Ongoing multiplication produces exponential growth: two 
time two is four, times two is eight.8 
 
With grow comes another issue, its leadership.  As the church grows we must make sure that the 
House Church leadership grows along with it.  If not, we will get to a choke point where no more 
growth is possible because of size.  So how do we avoid this pitfall? 
 
Multiplying the five-fold ministries 
 
Ephesians 4:11-13 gives us the structure for growth through the five-fold ministries.  The five-fold 
ministry functions as the self-organizing powers of the church.  It is organic and is a vital part of the 
DNA of the church.  It is formed from within the church and is a natural part of the grow of the true 
church of Christ.  It is standard biblical teaching and practice, and by no means only a specialty of a 
particular denomination or of house-church Christianity.  All these five ministries have their own task 
to fulfill in equipping the saints for the ministry, and constantly circulate through the (house) 
churches. 
 
Empowering people for the ministry 
 
The most important aspect for house churches is that these ministries can also multiply themselves:  
apostles spot and train other apostles, prophets spotting and training other prophets, and multiplying 
themselves through the simple and biblical process of discipleship.  This way the leadership continues 
to multiply along with the church.  People might ask how is this possible, well look at Jesus with the 
twelve He chose.  By our standard not the ideal to lead His new church.  But they turned the world 
upside down. 
 
The bottom line of this process is the empowerment of exponentially more people to do the work of 
God.  It is to find, nurture and release talented and supernaturally gifted people into their God-given 
calling in order to bring out God's best in them, and to do this systematically and strategically. 
We must see that the biblical calling of the apostle, prophet, pastor, teacher or evangelist is not to 
assume or usurp 'the ministry' and perform it oneself as others look on, but to train God's people for 
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the ministry, to equip others.9  Those of us who have been granted these giftings are to become 
scouts and train those who we find to have those same giftings, thus giving away and equipping 
others to do the work of the ministry.  This is how God multiplies the structure of the house-church 
through the Five-fold ministry. 
 
Gerald Coates, leader of the Pioneer movement in England, compared the five-fold ministry to the five 
fingers of the hand.  The apostle is the thumb.  He gives stability, holds the counterbalance, and can 
literally touch all the other fingers.  The prophet is the index finger.  He points at you and says: 'You are 
the man!'  The evangelist is the middle finger, the longest of all and sticking furthest out into the 
world.  The ring-finger resembles the pastor/shepherd, caring for internal relationships.  The little 
finger is the teacher: he can worm his way deep into any ear, and there share the truth of the 
gospel.10 
 
Let's look at each of these offices so you can get a better idea of their true biblical role in the church.  
 
The pastor 
 
The pastor, in the charismatic and biblical – not the traditional – sense, is by nature a shepherd.  
Everything mills around him; but nowhere in the New Testament do we find a pastor truly leading a 
congregation.  He is by nature a very loving person who can create a family atmosphere.  To him, 
relationships are the most important, simply because he is interested in the flock's long-term spiritual 
well-being.  The pastor tends to lose the big picture, because he is 'lost in relationships'.  The pastor 
focuses on redeemed relationship with God, and redeemed relationships with each other, and helps 
others to function in this relational way also.11 
 
The prophet 
 
The prophet is way ahead of the flock of sheep.  He is on the lookout.  There he hears God's voice and 
sees vision, enters the throne-room of God and glimpses somethings.  A prophet's perspective is 
radically different from that of the pastor.  He hears from God and quite mercilessly questions 
everything, including the pastor, from God's perspective.  That, however, is his healthy and God-given 
duty.  The prophet is one that can disrupt things and wants 'movement now', where the pastor is one 
who wants to maintain the community and is a defender of the status quo.  Both views are valid, 
because both are serving God and the same flock – one with loving attention, the other with a 
prophetic view.  Both are necessary!  The prophet's motto, describing his ministry, is 'vision'.  Prophets 
often have the unique ability to see and hear what others do not see nor hear. 
 
The apostle 
 
The apostle is not as far from the flock as the prophet.  He is just on top of the next hill.  From this 
commanding point he can see the big picture and study his map, looking for the next green pasture.  
He generally has no time for house visits and small talk; 'the world is his church'.  His core word is 
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'strategy', his heartbeat is 'missions': he wants to see God's plans come true for nations.  Apostles are 
very much like general in an army.  They carry the main burden and responsibility for the 
advancement of the cause.  The apostolic ministry is a founding ministry: it can create something out 
of nothing, create a foundation in the desert.  The apostles are the spiritual fathers who carry the last 
responsibility, the real agony and joy.12 
 
The teacher 
 
The teacher, using the picture of his relationship to the flock of sheep, lives at a critical distance from 
the flock.  He sits on a vantage point half a mile from the flock, so that he can send out his dogs in 
time to deal with a sheep which is misbehaving or one that is unconsciously separating itself from the 
flock as it grazes.  His motto is: 'The truth, and nothing but the truth!'  He is interested in quality, in 
the details, which he finds even more fascinating than the big picture.  He is often a 'footnote' person 
in the truest and best sense of the word, who likes details and needs to know everything exactly.  He 
has a passion for teaching itself, and his gift is to empower others to teach others how to teach.  He is, 
like Jesus, his master Rabbi, leaving behind not primarily teaching notes but literally his spirit.13 
 
The evangelist 
 
The evangelist circles the flock, also half a mile away -just enough so that he doesn't smell like the 
sheep pen and frighten the wild sheep away, but close enough to be able to lead them to the flock 
when he finds a lost sheep.  He has three aims and passions: that people find Jesus, find Jesus, and 
find Jesus.  He introduces a healthy outward focus to the churches and is even involved in discipling 
new believers into maturity by literally 'reading the gospel to them', 'evangelizing' them, filling them 
with the good news.  Biblically, the evangelist does not lead the extension of the churches, but works 
in partnership with apostolic and prophetic people, who bear the main responsibility for laying the 
foundations of the churches.  The evangelist empowers others to be evangelist, not in order to create 
evangelistic enterprises in themselves, but so that the house churches can become or remain an 
evangelistic movement.14 
 
Avoiding ministry projection 
 
We must avoid the error of allowing or encouraging 'spiritual gift projection'.  Gift projection happens 
when a Christian who has received a particular spiritual gift assumes that his gift is the most natural 
thing in the world, and that all other Christians would automatically achieve the same results if they 
acted just as he does.  He overlooks that fact that God has made each of us unique and given each of 
us special gifts.  At one stage or another, it might be God's plan for a Christian to stop having a gift and 
start becoming one, where someone would stop just prophesying, and become a prophet.  Whoever 
measures someone else against himself is comparing apples with oranges and is doing himself and 
others a great disservice.  He also complicates the lives of other Christians with unrighteous 
comparisons and simply sins against the body of Christ, in which not everyone is a mouth or an ear.15 
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'Ministry projection' makes the problem worse.  In ministry projection, the teacher looks at the 
evangelist and says; 'You and your evangelistic campaigns!  Theological training, that's what really 
counts.  You have only one problem: you should be a bit more like me!'  The pastor looks with horror 
at the prophet and says: 'You and your visions.  Long-term relationships are what count!'  He grasps 
his shepherd's crook, meant for keeping wolves at bay, and starts driving the prophets away.16 
 
Let us now look at the different parts of the five-fold ministries and how they apply to church building. 
 
When a teacher builds a church 
 
If you leave a teacher to develop a church all by himself, he will build it around his unique gifting of 
teaching.  He might convert a church into a lecture hall, or plant Bible schools or other teaching 
centers.  But a teacher does not really lay foundations; but he explains them brilliantly. 
 
The evangelistic model of church 
 
Evangelists often seem to live in one endless rally, and if you leave them to build a church, they will 
create a most fascinating series of events and exciting programs, with a lot of adrenaline per minute.  
But ultimately it will have only one message to tell.  An evangelist will be able to gather many but is 
usually not gifted in building them together. 
 
The pastoral model of church 
 
One of the strongest messages of a charismatic shepherd-pastor to the world is, 'Come to me, all you 
who are heavy laden, and I will listen to you and counsel you.'  And come they do.  If the shepherd is 
left all to himself, his ministry will naturally create counseling centers, which ultimately may grow into 
spiritual hospital, where people come to have their wounds cared for in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Pastors, like good uncles, have difficulty in saying 'No'.  The result is often a choking effect created by 
the very best gifting in them: they are swamped by more needy people than they can handle, and the 
growth limits itself and stops.  They quickly become 'maxed out' and reach their capacity. 
 
The predominant role of apostles and prophets in church-planting 
 
Important though spiritual hospitals may be, they cannot replace what apostles and prophets are 
uniquely gifted for: to build a supernatural base and foundation for a multiplying church movement, 
to accept nothing as impossible, to respond strategically to visions and supernatural revelations, to be 
prophetic talent spotters.  They are not so much human-centered and felt-need oriented 'tenders' like 
a good pastors, teachers and evangelists, but God-centered: they have the God-given ability to see 
beyond things, beyond human needs and problems, and take hold of the tasks and vision of God.  
They do not just want to build 'a church', they want the whole city or nation!  They live in the future, 
for the future, from the future, constantly pregnant with future developments, and they can therefore 
pull and lead the church into the future and prevent it from becoming a traditional institution only 
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celebrating the past, or a fossilized monument of history long gone.17  The church is 'built on the 
foundation of the apostle and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone' (Eph. 2:20).  
In Rev. 2:2 John tells us 'that you have tested those who claim to be apostles' after almost all of 'The 
Twelve' had died.  This suggests simply that the service of apostles continues beyond the 'age of 
apostles', as Watchman Nee says in his book The Orthodoxy of the Church.  Like a foundation for a 
house, much of the work of apostles and prophets is not always seen but felt.  That is why they are 
described as being 'first of all' (1 Cor. 12:28), because they are also 'called in' first of all to do the 
foundational work for 'founding churches', the site-spotting, earth-moving, excavating, foundation-
laying, so that others, like carpenters and plumbers and electricians, can build on that foundation.18 
 
Instead of pastoral, evangelistic and teaching models of church, apostles and prophets build prophetic 
and apostolic churches.  The apostle, mentioned first in all the biblical list of ministries, is one 'sent to 
attempt to solve the unsolvable for the purpose of facilitating the increase of the church of Jesus 
Christ in quality as well as quantity,' says Barney Combs in his book Apostles Today.19 
 
Playing together, not against each other 
 
We need to stop playing these ministries off against each other, and start recognizing, these unique 
giftings in each other.  They are all valid parts of the whole picture, each a unique 20 per cent of the 
whole 100 per cent of all ministry, with the apostolic and prophetic ministries having a special and 
slightly more prominent role than the others.  The teacher will never be able to take over or replace 
the ministry of a prophet or apostle; the pastor will not be able to do the work the apostle is called to 
do; and the prophet might fail miserably if asked to be a shepherd, but flourish if he is allowed to 
function within his anointing, and prophesy and teach others how to prophesy.  The five ministries are 
meant to function in harmony and synergy and complement each other perfectly.20 
 
A house church is led by elders.  Not every individual house church of 15 people will have its own 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers sitting all together in one small room.  Those 
ministries are equipping ministries, going beyond the scope of a local house church, and function 
trans-locally, affecting the whole area or, especially in the case of prophets and apostles, even beyond 
that.21 
 
The five-fold ministry is not an option that we all get to vote on: some like it; some don't.  If God has 
given these ministries, as Paul says in1 Corinthians 12:28 and Ephesians 2:20 and 4:1, we are not free 
to dismiss them, and if we do, we do so at our own peril, violating a crucial building principle of the 
Kingdom.  Many Christians have reached a plateau in their lives because they have never really been 
exposed to the exciting variety of these ministries and are instead sitting 'under' the ministry of a one-
size-fills-all 'pastor', who is trying to embody all of the ministries himself.  Many such pastors burn out 
quickly, and many traditional congregations are left wondering why things aren't moving.22We can see 
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that God is moving and bringing His true church back into alignment with what He set forth in the first 
century church; a true Five-fold ministry structure. 
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Section 6 
Discipling / Mentoring 

 
Jesus spent three years discipling and mentoring the twelve.  He had 70 that He sent out after He had 
been teaching and instructing them.  And after the resurrection, there were 500 witnesses that 
physically saw Him, and after His ascension, there were 120 that gathered in one accord for the Holy 
Spirit and power. 
 
We have been instructed to make disciples multiple times in the Word of God.  This was not a 
suggestion but a command.  So, it is to be in the House Church as well.  The first and foremost 
purpose of the House Church is evangelism.  Reaching those that do not know our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and bringing them into this wonderful light.  Showing them that there is hope and 
direction for their lives.  You will find that these new believers will tell everyone they come in contact 
with what God has done for them and this is how you will see your House Church grow.  Because they 
will bring others with them just like 'the woman at the well' did. 
 
Now that we have them, what do we do with them?  We Disciple and Mentor them!  It is important to 
instruct them in the foundations of the faith.  Helping them to grow in their personal time with the 
Lord in His Word and in prayer.  We cannot assume that a new Christian will know how to do this 
anymore than a new born baby knows how to manage in this world that they were born into.  That is 
where we come in. 
 
First, we want to make sure that they have an accurate and true version of the Word of God.  There 
are many new versions out there today and sad to say some are not true to the original text.  We 
recommend that a new Believer either have an Authorized King James Version or the King James 
Version Easy Reader.  These two versions have been taken from the original text and nothing has been 
changed or left out like so many other versions.  Second, we need to help these new Babes in Christ 
establish a systematic reading plan of the Word.  If you want to learn anything about a subject you 
must study the original.  Then you will be able to spot the counterfeit.  Third, set a time each day for 
prayer.  We must have our personal time with the Lord each and every day.  Allow them to choose 
when the best time is for them but encourage them to 'seek Him early' before the cares of this world 
start pressing in on them.  By committing our ways to Him early, asking Him to guide and direct us 
through our day the new believer will be more equipped to handle the cares of this world.  Encourage 
the new believer to pray Ephesians 6:10-18, to put on the full armor of God and as they go through 
their day, to remember that their Father is just a prayer away to help guide and direct them in their 
new walk.  Fourth, not forsaking the assembling together with like believers.  Fellowship, praise, 
sharing, giving and teaching balance out this new believer’s new walk.  By being a House Church, your 
group is small and intimate so keeping an eye on your new lamb is much easier and by having them 
close you can spot things that might be going on in their life and help them through those times of 
questions, doubts and frustrations that can come.  If at all possible, have a seasoned believer mentor 
this new one and help them in their new-found life. 
 
There are many good resources that can help this new Believer in their new life in Christ.  You can 
contract us, and we can suggest some resources for your House Church to have on hand.  You want to 
be prepared because the Holy Spirit will lead people to you that are seeking the answers to LIFE! 
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Section 7 
The Church Multiplied  

How to plant churches without manufacturing them  
 

If we want to multiply churches, we need to stop 'planting churches'.  Sounds contradictory, doesn't 
it? 
 
But let's think about this for a minute.  Jesus never gave an express command to go out and plant 
churches.  Instead, His core message revolved around three very basic commands: 
 “Repent of your sins.” 
 “Love your neighbor.” 
 “Go and make disciples.” 
     If we do the things God has commanded, He promises to do His part: 
 “I will forgive.” 
 “I will accept your neighbor also.” 
 “I will build My church.” 
Notice that building churches falls under God's list of responsibilities, not ours.  Too often we try to 
take the reins out of God's hand and build His temple for Him.  But when we usurp God's role, we find 
ourselves manufacturing assembly-line churches and franchises.  We experiment and build what 
'looks' like a church but in reality, is nothing more than a shell.  God's way is always the better way, 
especially when it comes to multiplying His church.  As we accept and carry out our part of the plan - 
repenting, loving, and discipling - He will do what He has promised to do: build His Church.  In this 
sense, true church planting starts when we repent of trying to do work that was never ours to begin 
with. 
 
Loving others and discipling them is a simple and effective way of multiplying ourselves.  And as we 
multiply ourselves, Jesus will be able to multiply churches made up of multiplied disciples.  Again, it is 
not our job to build the church; that is what Jesus does.  However, as we do our job and He does His, 
new house churches will grow and multiply.23 
 
Five organic stages 
 
The church should be where the people are, in order to saturate society with the glory of God (Mt. 
13:33; Rom. 15:18-21).  Each church should therefore be a 'shop-window for God', where people can 
see God and exclaim: 'See how they love each other'.  This needs to happen repeatedly, locally, 
convincingly, in order to allow neighbors of the churches to become and remain disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Most churches go through five organic stages in their developing process and lifespan, which can be 
compared with the development of a human being: 

1. Conception: the spiritual seed of a new church is conceived by someone, either individual or 
corporate.  The person(s) is (are) now 'pregnant with an invisible church'.  It can be a direct 
word of the Lord, a vision, a calling, a growing conviction, or just being part of a church-
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planting movement. 
2. Prenatal phase: during this planning time, the church of the future is being discussed (who, 

where, when, how, why) and everything is prepared for the birth.  This is a good time for 
inspired dreaming about the future, just as parents do when they know a child is on the way. 

3. Delivery: the time of actually planting the church, when it begins to function as an organic 
entity. 

4. Visible growth phase: the church grows and matures by addition and, as with any adult person, 
finally reaches the time when the organic growth reaches its maximum point. 

5. Multiplication: this is the time when the church multiplies itself, or, if it fails to do so during the 
appropriate time-span, usually enters a spiritual menopause and starts to die.  During the 
healthy multiplication process, the five-fold ministry develops, and starts to ensure quality 
development and continuing multiplication.24 

 
Practical models of church-planting 
 
Since there are many cultures, languages, ministries and circumstances, there are probably countless 
ways to plant churches.  Again, we should begin by listening to God, not blindly copying other people's 
models or recipes for success.  We always need to be aware of God's creativity and His often unique 
way of starting a particular church at a particular time and place.25  This is why God chooses the 
apostolic and prophetic ministries to 'lay the foundations', to do the founding and planting work, 
because of their in-build ability to initiate and invent, to be uniquely pro-active and prophetic.26 
 
Here are some examples of models which seem to repeat themselves around the globe. 

1. The 'House of Peace' model 
The goal is to plant a multiplying house-church movement in an area.  A New Testament model for this 
is Luke 10, where disciples go two by two and stay in the house of 'a man of peace', a person who is 
not necessarily a Christian but is ready to open his house and his family for the message and presence 
of ambassadors of the Prince of peace. 
      A typical process of planting such a house-church often has seven steps: 

a) Christians start sharing their own life with its inbuilt gospel message for a period of a 
few days or some weeks with a 'man of peace', who could be a Christian or a God-
fearer.  This can be a person that has attend a meeting or event and is seeking and 
asking about a church in their neighborhood. 

b) Model a house church with them and for them, eating, praying, sharing together, 
teaching each other how to live according to the word of God. 

c) Establish local elders right from week one by talent spotting the future elders and 
spending significant and special time discipling this person or persons.  At this stage, 
not only can the gift of prophecy or spiritual discernment be very helpful, but we can 
simply observe to whom people 'naturally' look for leadership. 

d) Insist on developing local and not foreign patterns of church. 
e) Build organically and ensure church multiplication as, or before, the house church 

reaches it organic optimum, the border-line where it still is organic, but in danger of 
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becoming organized. 
f) Establish a local model of celebration, if possible, with a number of house churches 

meeting together, or with other churches in the same area linked through the existing 
or emerging five-fold ministries (Son Rise House Churches) 

g) Ensure that apostolic and prophetic mentoring is established, and the house church 
pattern is able to reproduce itself. 

 
As said before, many house churches today have between 8-15 members, and typically multiply every 
six to nine months.  Many of them are fathered by an unpaid elder, usually working together with 
elders of other house churches for contact, teaching and planning.27 
 
Some house churches meet at the same home, others in four or six different places during the week, 
in order not to attract too much attention and allow for a number of host to be involved (this happens 
a lot in areas of persecution). 
 

2. The family approach to church-planting 
  
 This church-planting method does not build by winning only individuals for Christ, but a whole 
 family unit (Acts 10-Cornelius, Acts 16-Lydia).  Once a family is converted, a house church is 
 started in their home.   

a) Let people in a community know that you are ready to pray, free of charge, in the name 
of Jesus for anyone with problems. 

b) If someone request your ministry, ask in a friendly way for two conditions to be met: (1) 
I am ready to come only if the whole family is present, because I do not want to do 
anything behind your back and I do want you to feel safe in your own home.  (2) If I 
come, I want you to give me permission to explain what I am going to do when I pray in 
the name of Jesus, so that you can be sure I am not practicing magic.  Once there, you 
can then share the gospel of the Kingdom with the whole family.  No one will interrupt, 
because they want you to pray.  After presenting the gospel, pray for the need(s) in that 
family.  It's best to pray aloud and then to leave immediately.  This way, if people are 
healed or delivered, the family can have time to reflect on what they have heard and 
seen. 

c) Finally, if the family decides they want to know more about Christ, they will ask you to 
come a second time.  Again, you should go only on the condition that the whole family 
is present, because this time it is your intention to call the whole family to faith in Christ 
and start a church with them that very day.28 

 
3. Vision-based planting 

 
 Planting churches is a work of the Holy Spirit.  Some people, especially apostolic and prophetic 
 people, are uniquely gifted for this church planting and can simply analyze and enhance the 
 work of the Holy Spirit through other individuals.  They inspire and release a vision and new 
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 action in people.  They “make others spiritually pregnant”, as David Yonggi Cho has been  
 known to say, showing that new churches can be planted simply by inspiring others and giving  
  them the vision to plant them.  There are many undiscovered, uninspired, and therefore 
 spiritually unemployed church planters in the world.  They need to be strategically recruited to 
 use their gifts.  Recruitment can usually be accomplished by following a three-part strategy: 
 seek and find  those who have church-planting potential; nurture them; release them.29 
 

4. Spirit-led cooperation 
  
 This strategy works by prophetically mobilizing the churches in a given area to be ready to 
 respond to and cooperate quickly with a special work of the Holy Spirit.  It requires us to first 
 either ask God to extend His hand to do mighty things in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:23-31) or 
 recognize that He has already done so.  Then we must get the churches ready to respond 
 quickly to an “open door” and a field “white unto harvest: by planting many churches quickly 
 through the reorganization of resources and people. 
 
 There are many examples of this kind of church planting: supernaturally prepared revivals, 
 movements that have grown out of national or local crises, and other powerful encounters, 
 healing, and experiences. 
 
 The best strategy of all, however, is first to refrain from following practiced and proven 
 methods, no matter how successful they seem to be; then remain vulnerable and teachable to 
 both the current and future promptings of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus' core strategy was to pray and 
 obey.  He said He would never do anything unless He saw His Father do it first (John 5:19), and 
 His standard should in turn be our ultimate standard. 
 
 One of the core tasks of prophetic and apostolic people is to constantly seek God, both alone 
 and together, and to be alert for what the Spirit of God is saying to the church.  His directives 
 will be far better than anything our most creative minds can come up with, and His wisdom 
 beats our traditional thinking anytime.  Again, as we seek first His Kingdom and His agenda, He 
 will do what He has promised to do: build His church.  As we learn to hear and follow His voice 
 as well as remove any labels that we have affixed to something that ultimately does not belong 
 to us, we will again see Jesus building His church in ways we might have never imagined 
 before.30 
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Section 9 
Pitfalls To Avoid 

 
By now you should realize that we are advocates of House Churches.  We are completely convinced 
that God will lead thousands of people to start new house-churches within the next few years. 
 
That could be good, or it could be a disaster.  House Churches are not a panacea for all that ails the 
institutional Church, nor should it be an end in itself.  Like any church, house churches can get off 
track—every church is made up of fallen people who hurt and disappoint each other.  We make 
mistakes.  We sin. The closer we get to each other, the more we see each other's faults and the more 
we can hurt each other.  Relational Christianity in house churches can be messy.  Here are some 
common pitfalls and how to overcome them. 
 
The Pitfall of Consumer Christianity 
 
House church should be about something far more radical than trying to be a smaller version of big 
churches.  If we simply replicate the bigger churches we know well (on a smaller scale), we end up 
multiplying problems, not offering solutions.  Our culture needs a new expression of church, not a 
dumbed--down mini-version of what already exists.  If people want a church that is radically 
committed to the mission of God, sooner or later they will have to contend with the values—the DNA, 
if you will—that have been instilled in them for years in traditional churches. 
 
Many Americans and Europeans have a consumer approach to church, and when they become part of 
a house church, they default to focusing on their own needs and the needs of their children and 
teenager, rather than seeing themselves as the servants of the Kingdom.  There is an inability on the 
part of most Christians in America and Europe to define church in truly Biblical terms.  It is vital for 
them to be able to define what church is and is not—to define the difference between the biblical 
essence of church and the cultural forms in which it comes packaged.  
 
Leaders of all church sizes know what it's like for people to leave over a slight disagreement about the 
style of worship or for a different variety of programs offered at another church.  Many choose their 
church like they pick toothpaste—by shopping!  If they don't like the product at one church, they'll 
check out another product the next week.  House churches run counter to this consumer mentality.  
They flat-out don't work unless people are committed. 
 
The Pitfall of Inauthentic Community 
 
If we seek community with other followers of Jesus without an orientation to a new definition of 
church—a definition that is about genuine community and radical commission—people will revert to 
expectations based on older models.  We must orient people to a community based on genuine 
relationships that require honesty, forgiveness and mercy. 
 
House churches must be about authentic community in order to be relevant to our culture.  Biblical 
house church is about family—something we all desperately want but aren't generally good at doing.  
Unless we address this issue up front with answers from the Bible, many house churches will struggle 
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with problems of disunity and unfulfilled expectations. 
 
In order to experience genuine community in a house church, we have to trust other people...but 
there is this little problem called sin!   Sin is not the greatest barrier to community, but lack of 
forgiveness.  People are broken, and trust doesn't come easy these days.  When people consider 
whether or not to trust, many seem to think that the other person's sinfulness is the problem.  They 
are idealistic about their own lack of sin.  Idealists don't do well in community—not because they are 
imperfect, but because they don't acknowledge their own imperfections and receive the forgiveness 
of God.  If idealist have not received forgiveness, they will struggle with giving it to others. 
 
It's important to get this right.  If you are part of a small community, sooner or later someone will do 
something to hurt or disappoint you, and you may once again have good reason to avoid “the church.”  
But Dietrich Bonhoeffer points out in his book Life Together that the Church is not a place for idealists 
and humanists.  Rather, Church is a community of forgiven sinners, a family of people who need mercy 
from those who have learned to forgive like Jesus. 
 
The Pitfall of Pride 
 
A common pitfall in any new, radical effort to do church differently is pride.  Pioneers of new church 
communities may tend to view their way of doing church as the one and only solution for today's 
ailing Christian culture.  If we are doing church differently because it is novel, because it is trendy or 
because it meets some personal need or preference, we are doing it for the wrong reasons.  Simple 
church communities are only one of many ways the Lord is calling the Church to rise up and be 
unleashed in the world today.  One model does not fit all.  As soon as we think our group is the only 
“right” group around town, we're in trouble.  Pride always comes before a fall.  We must learn to 
follow the path the Lord has laid out for us with great conviction and, at the same time, honor what 
He is doing through others walking a path that looks different from our own. 
 
We must also guard against a “house church vs. organized church” mentality in which we view 
traditional church structures as inferior. 
 
If any kind of church (community, mega- or house) becomes exclusive in its thinking, it has derailed.  
We are all a part of the worldwide Body of Christ.  There is only one Church, and we must make every 
effort to walk in unity.  God has placed us in a particular church so that we may grow deep in a given 
place with a community of people.  The issue is not which church is best—every church family has 
strengths and weaknesses.  The issue is this: Where has God placed you?  Which group of believers 
has the Lord called you to work with during this season of your life?  Find that church, and plant 
yourself there.  Put down roots.  Grow with others in the same community.  Don't run from problems 
and don't avoid problem people. 
 
The Pitfalls of Fear 
 
Another trap to avoid is fear, particularly fear of what people think.  House church leaders must act in 
faith, not in fear.  They must build what God has called them to build and gain the courage to press on 
even when they encounter people who question their nontraditional approach to church. 
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Fear of our own mistakes is another thing that can hinder us.  Bible teacher Bob Mumford once said, “I 
do not trust anyone unless he walks with a limp.”  He was referring to Genesis 32, when Jacob, after 
wrestling with the Lord and demanding His blessing, was touched in his thigh and from that day 
forward, walked with a limp.  When God lovingly deals with us through difficult times, we walk with a 
spiritual limp the rest of our lives.  This is the stuff of which true spiritual fathers and mothers are 
made. 
 
We all make mistakes.  They teach us that we must not give up.  We may be doing all the right things, 
but problems will still arise.  Being a spiritual parent to believers in a house church is not easy.  But it is 
rewarding.  The Bible says that all things are possible, not that all things are easy! 
 
The Pitfall of an Independent Spirit-directed 
 
Still another hidden danger is developing an independent and isolationist spirit.  Sometimes those 
who do not want to be under any type of spiritual authority gravitate toward house churches because 
they believe they can do their own thing without having to answer to anyone.  There are also house-
church groups that are reactionary against the institutional Church, often indicative that people have 
been hurt or abused in traditional churches by controlling leaders. 
 
This kind of independent spirit is a form of pride, and it is very unhealthy.  In contrast, the Lord's plan 
is to use the local church to protect us, help us grow and equip us to be all that we can be in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Another example of an independent-spirited house church is one we've all heard of; the group of 
people who have been together for years and haven't grown at all.  This kind of ingrown Christianity 
has forgotten about people who don't know Christ! 
 
We must never lose sight of the truth that we are all part of the same Body and we exist to bring 
others into the Kingdom.  We must never cut ourselves off from other believers or the people around 
us who desperately need the love of Jesus. 
 
The Pitfall of Heresy 
 
House churches may fall into the trap of heresy if they are exclusive and unwilling to work with others.  
This can be avoided if we are accountable to other leaders in a house-church network and in the Body 
of Christ at large.  We need accountability to keep us from false teaching. 
 
New expressions of the Church are sometimes unnecessarily persecuted as heretical simply because 
they have a new way of looking at things and are structured differently.  Needless to say, all church 
traditions are guilty of reacting negatively to the “new kid on the block.” 
 
We can only find freedom from error by testing everything by the Word of God, in relationship with 
godly believers outside our circle and accountable to others in the wider Body of Christ.31 
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31 

 

Section 8 
Conclusion 

 
How to develop a critical mass, and leave the outcome to God 
 
Church history has seen many movements without real momentum.  What we really need is 
momentum, and the movement, I am sure, will follow.  A big avalanche starts with a small snowball 
starting to roll.  Then it picks up speed, incorporates more snow and other materials, and builds up 
momentum, reaches a critical mass, and becomes unstoppable. 
 
The house church has a revolutionary and flexible ability to contain and build momentum.  It has a 
huge potential for multiplication, it is flexible, and can adapt quickly to a changing situation.  But the 
main reason why I prefer house churches rather than a movement to build up momentum is that, with 
momentum built up, only God truly controls the outcome.  Should God wish to see 80 or 90 per cent 
of the world's population saved and incorporated in the church, a movement, no matter how visionary 
and daring, will most probably simply not have room to accommodate the sheer magnitude of this 
type of vision.  I am quite comfortable with the thought that God can very well accommodate it; and 
as we do our business of repenting, loving our neighbors and making disciples, He will do His business 
and build His church. 
 
That does not mean that we should not work towards goals.  Goals are manifestations of our vision, 
statements of faith; they express today what we believe about tomorrow, and they release motivation 
and focus energy.  Goals have an important mobilizing effect and can solve problems which arise if we 
only stare passively the status quo. 
 
Who really rules nations? 
 
And in this regard, an age-old prophecy comes back to many with critical importance: 'Ask of me, and I 
will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.  Therefore, you kings, 
be wise and be warned: serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son' (Ps. 2:8. 10-
12).  The Lord Jesus Christ is the one of whom this prophecy speaks; He is the very one who said, 'Go 
and make disciples of all nations.'  Only a master of nations can speak this type of language 
unashamedly.  Jesus said to Pilate in John 19:11(KJV), Thou couldest have no power at all against 

me, except it were given thee from above: demonstrating that He has all power to place heads of states 

in power. 

 

In the very near future many national governments will have to make a tremendous choice, as Jesus 

fulfills his promise: 'The meek shall inherit the earth.'  This God-given inheritance begins with prayer, 

is received in prayer, and ends with prayer.  And only the meek are meek enough to truly believe that; 

that is why they will experience it.32 

 

 

 

                                                 
32 Wolfgang Simson, The House Church Book: Rediscover the Dynamic, Organic, Relational, Viral Community Jesus 

Started, BarnaBooks, Tyndale House Publisher, Inc., 351 Executive Drive, Carol Stream, IL. 60188 



32 

 

Discipling nations 

 

It is part of the God-given task of the local church to 'disciple the nations'.  Many of us are familiar 

with discipling one or two people; but how do you disciple a village, a street, a city, a region, a people 

group or a nation?   

 

How did Jesus disciple people?  He invited everyone and chose some to be His special apostles.  Then 

He shared His life with them, literally showed them how to live, how to die, and how to do the 'work of 

God'.  The result was a mixed people movement: some followed Him, some rejected Him, and all knew 

about Him. 

 

A disciple of Jesus follows his master in community with other disciples.  Jesus never identified 

Himself fully with any one Christian, but He identifies Himself with 'the church', His body on earth.  

The individual Christian cannot therefore bring 'the full gospel'; the local church can.  The individual 

Christian 'knows in part', is a member but not a representation of the full body.  An individual Christian 

may act on behalf of Jesus as an 'ambassador of Christ' in a special mission or task.  But every believer 

is ultimately 'dead to himself and alive in Christ'.  The new life in the spirit is corporate, not individual.  

This is important, because it means that the place to disciple people is the local church. 

 

This then has a further important consequence: the way to disciple the nations is through multiplying 

churches until we have enough of them.  No evangelism nor Bible study nor discipleship program, no 

matter how excellent and sound, will ever achieve what only the local body of believers can do: to 

disciple each other and their neighborhood in real life; teach each other how to live in spirit and truth; 

change each other's values and lifestyles; offer accountability, correction, love, grace and forgiveness; 

and be an ongoing mutual encouragement to each other.  Only this will make Jesus transparent to each 

other and the world around us, so that people will not only hear and read about, but truly 'see and 

understand' (Rom. 15:21) the gospel, so that all may know and see what there is to know and see about 

Jesus33 

 

A church within walking distance of every person 

 

For each human being to 'see and understand' the gospel of the Kingdom, expressed through the local 

body of Christ, there needs to be a vibrant fellowship – a shop-window for God – within walking 

distance of every person in each nation.  The yeast of the Kingdom must work 'all through the dough' 

(Mt. 13:33).  No person should be out of earshot of the life of the local church.  There should be no 

'neutral territory' where people simply do not know about Christ.  The church needs to be God's 

outstation on earth, and needs to be found in every community, neighborhood, high-rise building and 

apartment block of a given nation.  These churches need not be perfect, nor will they ever be; but they 

need to strive as much as they can to be of New Testament quality and caliber, so they will not only fill, 

but truly 'disciple' a nation.  If we need to work at the quality of our churches, then this is the place to 

begin.  If we find we do not have enough churches within our nation, then we have to plant whatever 

number is necessary.  In short, we need the right quality of churches in the right structures in sufficient 

quantity in all the right places.  Most populations multiply because families as their basic unit multiply.  

As long as the church relies on methods and strategies leading to addition and not multiplication, the 

Great Commission to disciple whole nations will simply never be accomplished.34 
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Objectives before methods 

 

There have been hundreds of plans to reach the globe for Christ.  But we must ask ourselves three basic 

questions. 

 

1. What do you ultimately want to achieve (and how do you measure it)? 

2. Why do you want to achieve this goal and not another? 

3. How, i.e. by what means and methods, do you intend to achieve your goals? 

 

The problem is that many Christians start the wrong way around, with the methods first.  Then they 

find some reason for keeping on doing what they are doing, and often enough, they do not end up 

getting done what they originally wanted to achieve.  The methods have become the goals and are now 

an end in themselves.  We are all in danger of falling in love with methods and starting to believe that 

the evangelization of the world has to do with spreading this or that method across the globe.  This is 

far from the truth. 

 

'the whole church to take the whole gospel into the whole world' 
Lausanne Movement for World Evangelization 

 

The church itself, as we have seen in church history, has been the biggest problem.  As God is making 

the church 'whole' again by allowing it to return to its relational, organic and truly holistic life, a 

missing piece is restored to the equation: the wholesome nature of the church.  In many nations, 

Christians know that 'God seems to be up to something': a 'new apostolic reformation', as C. Peter 

Wagner calls it in his book Churchquake.  God is bringing about a new wholeness of the original 

church, with all necessary elements and ingredients, according to an apostolic and prophetic pattern.  

 

God seems to be rebuilding the quality of church first, and if that quality reaches its right proportions, it 

will find and develop its own structures everywhere, and spread itself globally, propelled by God's 

means, infecting everything it touches like a heavenly virus, transforming society and all people groups 

with its God-given spiritual DNA according to the law of critical mass.35 

 

Discipling nations, not just filling churches 

 

“Some contend that many nations are evangelized – yet they remain significantly undiscipled', says 

James Engel.  A power-driven, top-down style leadership built large churches but tragically fell short in 

discipling people.  As one Christina leader in central Africa said: “The missionaries brought us 

salvation but never taught us how to live.” 

 

Discipling speaks about introducing a new quality of life first, and then addressing the issue of 

quantity.  Christians in a number of nations have told me something along the following lines: 'If the 

quality of the present-day church does not drastically improve, we might very well fill our whole 

country with churches of the prevailing kind, but we will not truly disciple it.'  

 

Each person can effectively influence only a limited number of other people with his or her ideas and 

values.  As there will be many more house churches in the future in each nation, two things may 

happen.  Firstly, the average church may become smaller and sociologically reach fewer people, 
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compared to the traditional 'small church' of 50 to 100 attenders.  Secondly, it may simultaneously 

become more powerful in its witness, because it regains its organic dimension, is placed in real life, 

and develops a huge multiplication potential. 

 

'If the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle?' 1 Cor. 14:8 

 

The average evangelical church today has around 100 members.  Given certain sociological factors, a 

local church has, typically, an evangelistic potential of a factor 10, i.e. it can effectively touch the lives 

of about ten times as many people as it has active members.  A church of 100, then, can 'reach' around 

1000 people in their basic cultural, ethnic and social layer with the gospel.  

 

But we must write the plan, read, enact and be single minded in purpose if we hope to reach this world 

for Christ.  If the magnitude of a goal is realistically clear to all churches in an area, competition is 

reduced, and erstwhile competitors can become colleagues and then, hopefully, friends.36 

 

PIPS 

 

Where to start and how to arrive at such a nationwide process?  We are going to look at four strategic 

keys: people, information, prayer and strategy. 

 

➢ People first – 'God's method is a man.'  Like John Knox of old in Scotland, who prayed, 'God 

give me Scotland or I die', there are men and women of God who, more than others, know and 

carry a special agony and burden, a true pain for their nation, city, region or people group.  

Often, they are apostolic or prophetic people, carrying a heavy load on their shoulders which 

others rarely understand.  They are often tearful and broken; in essence they are modern 

apostolic fathers and mothers, pregnant with God's dreams, ready to give birth to a nationwide 

vision. Often you will find them ready to carry the last responsibility, go any distance, sell their 

house, car and spiritual birthright, do anything, walk on water and go through fire it necessary, 

to see their nation saved. 

 

 Historic movements of God never started with committees.  They always started with 

 visionary individuals.  That is why such people need to come first in priority.  They are the 

 ones anointed for leadership and servant-hood, and around them a national movement can 

 emerge. 

 

➢ Information – 'The truth shall set you free.'  The devil likes the Christian endeavor to be clouded 

in a mist of confusion, where we do not know whether we are marching backwards or forwards, 

where we do not understand the status quo or the direction we should take from here.  That is 

why we need information.  The way to get that information is twofold: we pray, and we ask 

questions.  Prayer will supernaturally reveal things which God wants us to know.  

Systematically asking questions is what we call research. 

 

 Like Joshua and Caleb, as they spied out the promised land, we need Spirit-directed research on 

 the 'harvest force' (the church) and the 'harvest field' (the world).  We need to pray about the 

 mismatch between having a church within walking distance of every individual and the 

 situation today.  We need to observe the signs of the times; we need to read and interpret the 

 newspapers, statistics, trend analysis and whatever helps us to understand the nature and 
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 magnitude of the unfinished task in a nation. 

 

 Since we cannot really love what we do not know well, knowing our country better allows us to 

 love it better.  Love is one of the strongest motivators on earth.  Those with a passion, on whom 

 God has placed a true spiritual calling and a responsibility, will react differently to figures and 

 facts, because they know these numbers represent a profound challenge: real people with real 

 names; faces, addresses, pains and problems; and with eternal souls at stake should the church 

 continue on its merry way.  And such motivation will mobilize the right people to mobilize 

 others. 

 

➢ Prayer – When a person kneels, God deals.  Prayer pleads with God for a nation, and fuels 

vision and passion.  Prayer moves mountains, raises the dead, heals the sick, restores the 

wounded, blesses those who curse, asks forgiveness for sins and therefore heals the land, and 

touches the Father's heart.  Our strengths sometimes separate us; but prayer humbles us all 

again, and therefore it unites us.  Prayer is not only a means to do better spiritual work, it is 

spiritual work itself. 

 

Since prayer is essentially communication with God, and good communication goes two ways, prayer 

also involves God speaking back to us in one way or another.  As we pray for the discipling of nations 

through the mass multiplication of the presence of Christ in house churches, alone and together, God 

will begin to speak to us.  Whether we are praying in small groups or triplets, or as a house church, in 

traditional churches or in 'houses of prayer for all nations' – places of permanent 24-hour prayer; 

whether we are praying in our huts or houses, cars or buses, celebrations or networks, God starts 

speaking to us.  He usually alerts the prophets among us first (Amos 3:7-8), then unites the church 

through spiritual vision, combining the five-fold ministries in strategic synergy, prompting us to see in 

His word revelations which we overlooked for far too long, awakening more and more people in the 

night to intercede, giving dreams and visions, and ultimately pouring out His Holy Spirit on all flesh to 

shake us all awake to the redemptive purposes of God in our time. 

 

'Asking, Sending, Being Sent' 

  

 This type of prayer goes far beyond the 'God-my-name-is-Jimmy, 'gimme-gimme-gimme' type 

 of prayers, which have been called 'goat prayers', because from the distance you only hear the 

 real key work, 'meee, meee, meee'.  True prayer pleads with God about the very destiny of 

 nations.  The very people who start to pray these kind of prayers, will be drawn irresistibly into 

 becoming part of the solution to their own prayers.  Jesus told his disciples to 'ask the Lord of  

 the harvest to fling out workers into His harvest' – and the next moment they found themselves 

 among those being sent out. 

 

➢ Strategy – Strategy is how we use our limited resources towards a specific goal in the most 

economic and efficient manner.  Strategy focuses energy.  As good stewards of God's talents, we 

will need to work profitably; unlike giving gifts, the right hand here does need to know what the 

left hand is doing.  For national momentum to emerge and grow, we need to search and find 

those called and gifted by God for the very purpose.  We will recognize them working at their 

special spiritual task.  Then we need to find and release God's prayer leaders to initiate and 

develop prayer momentum and start a process of research and prayerful analysis to get our facts 

right.  As we pray about this, God may then choose to speak to us about the specific way 

forward. 
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 As this prophetic message, a spiritual battle-cry that immediately resounds in the hearts of other 

 Christians, is picked up in the house churches through conferences, celebrations or from house 

 to house by word of mouth, God's people will be mobilized towards a common goal and 

 objective.  Then they will need a strategic framework, the apostolic and prophetic ministries 

 will be able to function freely, and the churches in each locality, city, region or nation will be 

 able to move as one.  'Find purpose, the means will follow.'  As the body of Christ in a nation 

 finds its redemptive purpose, the means-spiritual generals, equippers, house-church elders, 

 money, plans, method etc. - will follow. 

 

God does not require any of us to understand all this in full.  In fact, it might be dangerous and 

corrupting to know and understand too much.  It is simply those who trust God for the ultimate 

oversight and control in this supernatural partnership between God and humans called house-church 

planting, who will be able to trust Him also for the very next step.  Then we can joyfully do our piece 

of the work and let Him link it with the rest of the picture; we can carry our cross and leave the fame 

and glory to be His!37 
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Section 9 
Resources 

 
If you wish to know more there are several books on the subject of House-churches.  This is just an 

overview and cannot cover everything involved with this type of movement.  We will be here to help 

you in establishing your very own House-church if that is what the Lord is showing you.  We do 

suggest that you spend some time in prayer asking the Holy Spirit to direct you steps.  We have all been 

given the command to spread the gospel, this is a real practical way that you can touch those in your 

sphere of influence with the 'Good News'. 

 

1. The House Church Book, Rediscover the Dynamic, Organic, Relational, Viral Community 

Jesus Started, Wolfgang Simson, BarnaBooks, ISBN 978-1-4143-2552-1 (hc) 
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