Hillcrest DNA
Love Jesus
DNA strands are the basis for who you are. It is made up of
two strands that are entwined together with code linked
between these like a ladder and then spiraled into a double
helix like a spiral staircase. That code is yours and yours
alone.
Just as individuals have their own DNA, so do churches.
There are certain things that each church may be known for,
certain things they do or don’t do that makes them unique.
Hillcrest has its own way of being. It is not exactly like the
church down the street or the church you used to attend.
They have similarities, like sisters, because we all belong to
the Body of Christ. And though there are similarities, there
are differences, too. Hillcrest isn’t the way it is by accident.
We work to build the culture here to be a true representative
of our heart and the heart of Christ; our own DNA code.
Our mission: Love Jesus. Love People. Love Life.
Our mission comes out of our values, from these six words.
Loving Jesus effects our love for people and our love for life. We cannot
compartmentalize loving Jesus from the rest of our lives. He spills over into all we do,
everything we think, everything we are, and what we are becoming. He has changed
us. Because we love Jesus, we are now able to love each other fully and
unconditionally. We are now able to love this life we find ourselves in, not because it is
perfect or everything we dreamed it would be but because we see it as the gift that it
is, this chance to experience what it is to be human, created in the image of God, with
thoughts and feelings and relationships. We have been placed in this space and time
on the earth, with its beauty revealing the glory of God while at the same time
experiencing life in a fallen world with its problems and heartaches and cruelty, we

have the opportunity to make a difference for good in our little corner of the world,
right where we are now.

Because Loving Jesus is our mission, we value:
• Passionate Worship: individually, corporately, and from the heart. (John 4:23—24:
“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.
24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”;
Colossians 3:16—17: “Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives.
Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it
as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.”;
Acts 2:42: “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to
fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper[i]), and to prayer.”)
• Biblical Depth. Read, study and live what the Bible says. (1 John 2:3 "And we can be
sure that we know him if we obey his commandments.”; John 15:14 “You are my
friends if you do what I command.”; Acts 2:42:“All the believers devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the
Lord’s Supper[i]), and to prayer.”)
Imagine your life before Jesus and then your life now. You have the same DNA but
imagine that when you gave your life to Jesus, he added, metaphorically, another
strand, his DNA to your DNA. Imagine a new strand through the middle of your double
helix, your spiral staircase. His strand touches every rung on the ladder, every step of
your spiral staircase. You are still you, yet you are a new creation. 2 Corinthians 5:17
says, “This means that anyone who has come to Christ is a new person. The old life has
gone; a new life has begun!”
You don’t operate the same way you used to. You remember the former you but you
have changed in ways that would not be possible without Jesus living in you. You have
different values now. You begin to think differently, and as your thinking changes, your
behaviors change. You are changing from the inside out. (Romans 12:2: "Don’t copy
the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person
by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is
good and pleasing and perfect.”)
Three habits for Loving Jesus:

• Spending time alone with him (Mark 1:35: “Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus
got up and went out to an isolated place to pray.”)
• Growing in him through the company of others (Acts 2:42: “All the believers devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals
(including the Lord’s Supper[i]), and to prayer.”)
• Obeying him (John 14:15; John 15:14)
Hillcrest Church belongs to the fellowship of the Assemblies of God. We adhere to the
Sixteen Fundamental Truths as outlined by the Assemblies of God. They are available
at ag.org under the heading, Beliefs.

