
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jesus describes an interesting tension in Luke 12 that can be difficult to understand practically. Some 

people will avoid talking about a God of judgment, but Jesus clearly describes a Father who knows everything, 

sees everything, will disclose everything in the end, and will judge all, sending some to hell. Understandably, 

we should fear him. At the same time, Jesus describes God’s knowledge of everything as reason not to be afraid 

of him. He knows everything about us and still values us more than the rest of his creation. 

 Ezekiel 1 provides a very unusual but concrete example of this tension. The prophet Ezekiel is among 

the exiles taken to Babylon with King Jehoiachin, and he has this vision of God about five years prior to the 

destruction of Jerusalem. As a priest he had watched the people treat God lightly in worship. They say the right 

words and following proper worship in the Temple, but they also worship idols and believe that “The Lord does 

not see us” (8:12). Ezekiel understands their wickedness, and in the midst of that he is confronted by God’s 

presence. 

 Ezekiel’s vision depicts an awesome God with an extraordinary entourage. The vision begins with a 

weather event introducing four “living creatures” with four faces, wings, and the appearance of fire. The 

creatures are accompanied by “wheels within wheels” and are directed by God. Wherever the Spirit goes the 

wheels go. The creatures speed back and forth like lightning and the wheels “full of eyes” follow them 

everywhere. They see everywhere and know everything that takes place in creation. 

 As extraordinary as the creatures are, they are only an introduction to “the appearance of the likeness of 

the glory of God.” He sits upon a throne high above all with all power, seeing and knowing everything. At his 

appearance Ezekiel is overwhelmed and falls facedown before him. In the midst of this fearful response, God 

reaches out, empowers Ezekiel to stand in his presence through the gift of his Spirit, and speaks with him (2:1-

2). In and of himself Ezekiel is incapable of responding to God, but God in his graciousness enables him to do 

so. Despite Ezekiel’s association with, and perhaps participation in, Israel’s wickedness, God does what Jesus 

describes in Luke 12 by caring for his people while being fully aware of their condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journey Group Supplement 

Week of September 26 

Sunday’s Text: Luke 12:1-7 

Discussion Questions 

How do we often behave like the Israelites, thinking that “the Lord does not see us” (Ezek. 8:20)? 

 

 

Blackmail and the fear of being discovered are only effective when our sins are hidden. How should it change 

things to know that God already knows them all and still loves us? 

 

 

How reasonable is it to be concerned about potential criticism for acting upon and sharing our faith? How 

should fearing God alter and even empower our demonstrations and explanations of the gospel at home, work, 

or school? 


