
 

 

 

 

 

 

 When we think about people in the Bible with boldness, fitness, and strength, invariably Samson will 

come to the minds of many. And while he can certainly be described as such, these characteristics are very 

different in the man Samson than they are in the early believers described in Acts 4. When we look honestly at 

Judges 14-16 we see a man with an almost narcissistic confidence that God uses in spite of the man himself. 

 Samson’s boldness is obvious from the beginning of the story when he demands that his parents match 

him in marriage with a Philistine woman in Judges 14:1-4. The Scripture writer emphasizes that this isn’t 

normally a good idea, but in this instance God is using it to bring judgment on the Philistines through Samson, 

so it can be tolerated. Samson’s parents relent, the wedding is planned, and Samson arrives with a bold 

challenge of wits. He tells them a riddle they cannot solve, they threaten his bride to get the answer, and 

Samson murders thirty Philistines to pay the wager. 

 In Judges 15 we see his physical strength and stamina. After the wedding had fallen apart, Samson’s 

bride was married to another. Upon hearing this, he burns out some Philistine crops and prompts a large military 

response from the Philistines. The Philistines invade Judah looking for Samson and the Judeans decide to hand 

him over out of desperation. The conversation between Samson and the Judean leaders highlights his character 

faults. Despite his imposing physical strength and relational boldness, the justification for his behavior is no 

different than the Philistines’ motive. In 15:9 the Philistines come “to do to him as he did to us” while Samson 

says in 15:11, “I merely did to them what they did to me.” Samson’s interaction with the prostitute Delilah in 

Judges 16 only elaborates on his character flaws. 

 Samson’s leadership in Israel reaches its finale in Judges 16:23-30 when Samson is brought out as a 

prisoner in the Philistine temple to Dagon. They bring him out to humiliate him, and in response he calls out to 

God with the only prayer recorded from his mouth. In one final act he prays that God might “strengthen him 

just once more, and let him with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for his two eyes” (16:28). The sad 

summary of his life is that “he killed many more when he died than while he lived.” 

 Despite many similarities like boldness, strength, and self-sacrifice, the life of Samson stands in sharp 

contrast to the believers’ lives in the early church. Whereas Samson killed many, the early believers, filled with 

the Holy Spirit, spoke the gospel boldly and gave generously, embodying God’s “great power” both in word 

and in deed. 

 

 

Journey Group Supplement 

Week of June 20  

Sunday’s Text: Acts 4:31-35 

Discussion Questions 

How is Samson’s preoccupation with fulfilling his own desires and exacting revenge when he doesn’t get his 

way demonstrated today in our society? How does prayer empower the believers in Acts 4 to respond in such 

counter-cultural ways? 

 

Like Samson, we often try to accomplish goals in our own power, then turn to God in desperation. Or we tell 

people, “If nothing else, I’ll pray,” as if praying is the least we can do. How can we reclaim prayer as the 

empowering source of anything and everything we can do in service to God? 

 

Both Samson (despite his issues) and the believers in Acts prayed earnestly and demonstrated their faith 

through action? What could we expect if we similarly prayed for boldness and strength? 


