
 

 

 

 

 

 

 As sinful human beings we all need correction and discipline to stay on course, but even when we are 

doing well we need encouragement and reminders from God that we’re on track. Paul’s travel to Rome to stand 

trial is a good example of those times. After Paul is arrested in Jerusalem, held there for two years without trial, 

and finally sent to Rome to stand before the emperor, Paul and the others on board the ship have a close 

encounter with death. The sailors and centurion transferring him make the poor decision to continue on in 

questionable weather and run into a storm in Acts 27:13-44. What Luke shares is a dramatic reminder of God’s 

control, human frailty, and what we can expect when we have faith in God. 

 Verses 13-20 relate the desperate attempts made by the sailors to keep the ship from being overwhelmed 

or breaking apart. They start with maneuvering the ship and using the tools available to maintain control. Then 

they throw all of the cargo and tackle overboard to keep it from sinking. They eventually give up. There is 

nothing they can do. That’s when Paul shares a dream and encourages them with the news that they will all 

survive, both as fulfillment of God’s plan for Paul to testify to the emperor and as testimony to the people on the 

ship of God’s goodness and greatness. 

 After two weeks of being driven by the storm (verses 27-38), they approach land and some of the sailors 

attempt to save themselves in a lifeboat. With a word to the centurion, Paul keeps the whole shipload of people 

together, and more importantly, he restates his firm belief that God would save them all. As both a practical 

measure for energy and a visible demonstration of his faith, Paul leads them in a final meal on ship before they 

throw the remaining food overboard. All the sailors and passengers are encouraged and strengthened for the 

task of survival ahead. 

 As the ship runs aground on a sandbar, Paul’s faith and character saves not only his own life, but also 

the lives of the other prisoners. The centurion believes Paul’s words and keeps the other soldiers from killing 

the prisoners before they potentially escape. Everyone on the ship is then free to make it to shore however they 

can manage it. The result is the survival of all 276 lives even as the angel had told Paul and Paul had restated. 

More importantly, we have in the story a demonstration of God’s power over life and death, and Paul is 

encouraged and empowered to live faithfully as a living testimony to the gospel, influencing nearly three 

hundred lives for the sake of God’s kingdom. 

 

 

 

Journey Group Supplement 

Week of May 24 

Sunday’s Text: Revelation 2:8-11 

Discussion Questions 

How has God demonstrated his power and authority in your life recently? 

 

 

What has it cost you to be faithful in following Jesus? Have any experiences caused you to feel abandoned or 

even stricken by God? 

 

 

What can we do to see loss and afflictions as opportunities to “share in Christ’s sufferings” (Phil. 3:10)? What 

does it take to receive “the crown of life” from Jesus?  


