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I. Introduction
A. Does the notion of God being judge perplex you?

1. Sometimes we see evil in this world, and we wonder about God’s timing of justice

2. Other times something severe and terrible happens, we wonder is this God’s judgment

or not?

B. Main Point: We cannot fully experience the dynamic of God’s Among us without also

recognizing God as Judge.

C. The Case of Ananias and Sapphira - Acts 5:1–11 (NIV)

II. Making Sense of God’s Judgment – Four Biblical Truths
A. Though rare, there are occasions where God’s judges people swiftly, severely, and

directly.

1. Swiftly – not delayed as in most cases (God’s patience is seen as his mercy, giving

people time)

2. Severe – not all God’s judgments result in death (and not all untimely deaths are God’s

judgment)

3. Directly – not all God’s judgments are inflicted “directly from heaven”, but through the

hands of others in authority.

4. Examples:

a) In the Old Testament, the priest Nadab and Abihu die in the presence of the Lord

because they offered “strange” or unauthorized fire, they disobeyed the way God was to be

worshipped. (Leviticus 10)

b) In the New Testament, and specifically in Acts, Luke highly what scholars define as

punitive miracles – not miracles of healing – but a miracle with the opposite effect (ie.

blindness)

(1) Saul was blinded temporarily after Jesus shows up to him on the road to

Damascus (see Acts 9)

(2) King Herod fell down dead when he was praised and a god and accepted the

people's praise (see Acts 12:23)

(3) In Paul's missionary journey, Elyamas the sorcerert was blinded when Paul

confronts his is evil intentions. (Acts 13:6-12)

5. God's Has reasons for severe and swift judgment just as He does for gracious and

delayed judgment.

B. God can exercise His right to judge, whenever and however he deems necessary.

1. Psalm 135:5–6 (NIV) - I know that the LORD is great, that our Lord is greater than all

gods.  The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and

all their depths.



a) In keeping with His nature, he does What pleases Him, therefore whatever He does is

good.

2. Revelation 19:1–2 (NIV) - "...Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true

and just are his judgments."

3. God knows all hearts and determines the time of mercy people have.

a) There is a difference between judgment and a time of testing.

b) There is a difference between retributive justice and corrective discipline.

C. God is thoroughly invested in the integrity and witness of His people.

1. This was not just about Ananias and Sapphira personal dishonesty and lack of

integrity, it was how it affect the church community, both spiritually and their witness.

2. At this stage in the early church, God was protecting the community from satanic

infiltration and sinful compromise.   It was new and vulnerable to attacks of the enemy.

D. God’s judgments can serve as a catalyst for a renewed “fear of the Lord” in our lives

1. What happens as a result of the death of Ananias and Saphira?
Acts 5:11–16 (NIV)

11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

12 The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in

Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people.
14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15 As a result,

people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on

some of them as he passed by. 16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those

tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed.

2. The life and witness of the church continues to deepen and expand with great power,

great grace, and great godly fear.

a) Increase of the fear of the Lord - A godly fear that brought about proper reverence to

the Holy Spirit, God's Presence among the community.

b) Increase of respect in the broader community - "No one else dared join them, even

though they were highly regarded by the people.”

c) Increase in conversions - "Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in

the Lord and were added to their number"

d) A increase in miracles and healings in extraordinary ways – Peter’s shadow!

e) An increase in oppostion - (vv. 17–26).

III. Conclusion
A. How does the notion of God’s judgement sit with you? Is God calling us to any

particular response that is need in our lives?

B. Though God is continually gracious we have recurring reminders that His holy nature is

not something to be taken lightly.


